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Rachman’s Prison Pix Rules Include: 


Don't Applaud If a Cop Gets Shot 








By BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Lincoln, Aug. 1. 

No. 11,586 at the Nebraska State 
Pen is Jules Rachman, former 
Omaha exhib, and the film biz’s No. 
1 penal case. 

He’s a showman a 
rap couldn't stop. 

Since he entered Feb. 13, 1933, to 
serve 15 years for the shooting of 
Harry and Sam Goldberg, his two 
cousins and biz partners, on Dec. 2, 
1932, in a row over money, Rach- 
man has been in charge of prison 
theatrical enterprises. 

When he entered, films interested 
less than 20% of the pen’s popula- 





dual murder | 


tion, being booked without shorts, 
or an eye to programming. Now, 


his average house chalks up all but | 
50 of the 1,000 men, and that’s’ 
usually because they’re either work- 
ing, or celled with privilege losses. 


Warden, in handing him the job, | 
asked if he could build the biz. | 
Rachman said he could, if he could | 


be guaranteed one thing. ‘I don’t 
want to get going, and then have 
somebody stick up an _ opposition] 
house somewhere else in the yard.’ | 
Warden okayed. 

Rachman has show... nearly 600 


pics during his time behind the rock | 
fence, and has staged 12 flesh shows 
on the inside, plus framing a 20-peo- 
ple, all ex-cons, ‘Big House Follies,’ 
Which ran 12 weeks in theatres out- 
side. 
A Choice Cast 
His fleshers are unusual in 
Ork in the pit has a prass section 
composed of two ‘petting party’ ban- 
dits, and two rapists; rhythm group 
has four highwaymen and two bank 
robbers; and the reeds ar2 handled 
(Continued on page 27) 


cast 


N.Y. Fair Midway Hopes 
Name Bands Will Help; 
Unappeased by 0c Gate 


Unappeased by 
Misston fee to the 


the slash in ad- 
‘ New York World’s 
Fairgrounds on Saturday-Sunday 
from 75c. to 50c., midway concession- 
aires are looking to name bands to 
hypo their lagging biz. After sev- 
eral deals for bands 
Started and dropped for various rea- 
Sons, the Fair decided to follow the 
lead of the San Francisco Golden 
Gate Exposition and install Music 
Corporation of America outfits in its 
amusement area starting this Sat- 
urday (5). S. F. expo also used 
MCA crews, Kay Kyser and Benny 
Goodman proving exceptional draws. 

N. Y. Fair bands will give concerts 
from a specially constructed shell 
on the midway, fronted with seating 


7% 
— 


had been| 


NW CHAIN PLUGGING 


arrangements for 3,500. Guy Lom- | 


bardo’s the first band in with Tommy 
Orsey succeeding the following 


week. None has been set beyond 

Mist Outfits are cuffo as far as 

isteners are concerned, Fair assum- 
(Continued on page 55) 


that. 


Six From All-Girl 


Orchestra Now Nuns 

San 

Six members of a former 
dance orchestra have 


Antonio, Aug. 1. 


all-girl 


to become nuns. 
Gladys, 
Jon@s, their widowed 
Willeen Gray. They 
last week. 


They 


Hazel, Dorothy and Evelyn 
mother, 
took their 


Vows 


All used to appear with a musical | 
| ensemble known as Jerry McRae and 


her Rangerettes. 


OFFERED FOR 
RADIO 


tage group that has been very suc- 
cessful this past season. Its leading 
personalities are Robert E. Sher- 


Anderson, Sidney 
and S. N. Behr- 


wood, Maxwell 
Howard, Elmer Rice 


Anderson has done special radio 
writing in past Others have nol 
All are topflight four of the five 
having won Pulitzer prizes. An in- 
é 11 part f t package re- 

1 to i} t fro 

ich plas ) \ I 
ulready d 1 tl i 

‘Abe Lin . Illino y Sher- 

‘No 7 for Comed 
sehrmal Coun ) at Law I 


Rice: ‘Winterset,’ by Anderson, and 
‘They Knew What They Wanted,’ by 
Howard, are samples of the material 
the men have written. 


‘GO TO CHURCH’ DRIV 


* Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 


Paramount Northwest (Minnesota 
Amus. Co.) theatres have launched 
a ‘Go to Church’ movement of its 
own as a good-will builder. All 
houses are running trailers urging 
patrons to attend some church ser- 
vices on Sundays. 

Trailers point 


out that if there 


and | 
first | 





given up music | 


| 


include | 


| 


} 





NAME AUTHORS: 





| panies, 


| 


—- + 


IN MIDDLE OF 
AGTOR-1A FIGHT 


Jurisdiction Squabble Be-, 
tween Stagehands and 
Four A’s May Tie Up Pic- | 
ture and Legit Production, | 
and Stymie Vaude— 


Actors’ Union Group) 
Lodges — Vs. IATSE 


SAG OPENS FIRE | 








The battle between the actors and 
stage which threatens to halt 
virtually all show business, will cen- 
ter in Hollywood and Broadway, 
with the producers in middle. 
The issue will probably depend on 
only a few vital factors. 

Crux of the situation appears to 
be the question of the solidarity of 
the two scrapping unions, the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America | 
and the International Alliance of 


hands, 


the 


Theatrical Stage Employees. Battle 
was touched off Monday (31) with 
the IATSE granting a charter to the 


cay American Federation of Actors, fol- 
ransamerican Radio & Television sae . 
Cc T 7 . th 1 hi ps 1 pnt lowing the AFA’s probing by the 
olds the radi shts and ex- ; 

a c= , : . : ara Baek tos 4 A’s. Whichever organization can 
pects to close presently a de al 10F|yold its ranks intact will probably 
sponsorship of a package consisting . 

| 5 ; : 7 : = | win out, 
ff assorted items from the Play-| ; 
’ . y | owever 91i0r ture ‘om- 
wrights’ Company, New York legit However, the major pictu con 


with millions tied up in pro- 


duction, may seek to force a solu- 
tion to protect their investments. Also 
pe sible that pressure may be 
brought to bear by other American 
Federation of Labor unions. There 
are countless other angles, including 
the probability of a showdown at the 
AFL executive council meeting in 
Atlantic City next week. Meantime 
(Continued on page 23 


|FILM PRODUCTIONS 


| to original, 


was more consideration given to re- | 


ligion much of the strife and turmoil 
now prevalent in Europe would be 
eliminated. 


' 


FROM RADIO PLAYS 


Hollywood, Aug. ! 

Series of film productions of ‘prize’ 
radio programs is planned by 
local outfit, Radio Guild Productions, 

. Claiming extensive backing, it 
is currently dickering for a major 
releasing deal for the _ pictures. 
Necessary sponsor and writer okays 
are understood set in New York. 
Venture is slated to bow in the fall. 

According to the plan, Radio Guild 
Productions will sponsor monthly 
contests, with listeners receiving 
cash awards for letters explaining 


a new 


why such and such dramatic air pro- 
grams would make suitable screen 
material. Scripts would be limited 


live, one-time dramatic 
shows on the networks. Serials 
wouldn’t be eligible. Winning script 
after three months would be adapted 
for the screen, with the author get- 
(Continued on ; .ge 10) 


| of talent, 





Several Tryouts Indicate Broadway 
Possibilities; Names Big B:0. in Barns 





‘Pushcart’ Act Selling 


Is New B’way Wrinkle 


‘Pushcart’ 
new 


peddling of acts is a 
wrinkle in Broadway agenting 
of small-time 


purveyors specialty 


acts. 

Gag is being worked at the nearby , 
beaches and parks using acts for 
| Sunday concerts. Agents load up 


their cars with talent and take ’em 
to the resorts, selling right on the 
spot for immediate appearances. 

It’s a gamble for the acts, while 
the worst that can happen to the 
agent is the cost of the gasoline and 
wear and tear on the car, 


_— — eer 


KYSER WORKS AT 


SCALE TO PAY 
OFF PALS 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
All local records at hotels and 
night clubs for a single week’s busi- 
ness were broken by Kay Kyser and 
his band at the Bal Tabarin during 
the week ending Thursday with 
yme 10,000 patrons coming to 
Bal to hear the Kyser music. 
Kyser has aiways credited 
ywner’s of this night club, Frank 
Martinelli and Tom Gerun, with giv- 
ing him his first real chance seven 
vears ago. When he was booked into 
the Golden Gate here for 
recently, he turned down 
1 number of the 


‘tel spots, not 


94 
(27), 


the 


a week 
offers to 
city’s swank 
to < 


wanting ympete 


finished his Bal Tabarin 
last Thursday, Kyser aske 
scale for tl 

$2,000, le 
h of what Kyser g 

Gate Theatre when 
customers paid 65c each 
and see him. The week be- 
his Bal Tabarin engagement, 
Kyser played to 60,000 persons at 
40c each at the newly opened Music 
Hall at the Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition. 

After 
played three one-night stands, at 
Manteca, Sacramento and Bakers- 
field, (28-29-30), before returning to 
Los Angeles for a three-week rest 
prior to starting work on his forth- 
coming RKO picture. 


RIBBING A GOV. 


Musical dig at Michigan's 


od onls 


regular union 


lich was below 


he ban a 
than 
yne-eight the 
Golden 
90,000 
to hear 
fore 


got at 


some 





purist 


‘thief exec has been authored by 
Claude Lapham. 
Tune is titled ‘Save Me, Gov. 


Dickinson, I’m On the Road to Ruin. 


chiefly among the talent- | 


leaving San Francisco, Kyser | 


Tryouts in rural summer theatres 
last week indicated several Broad- 
way possibilities, attracting consid- 
erable interest in show circles. Us- 
ually the percentage of worthwhile 
new plays in the sticks is low. Es- 
timated there will be fewer tryouts 
, than usual, but the expectation is 
that the quality of presentations will 
| be better as a whole. 

Business also is commensurate 
with quality of the plays and the 
importance of the casts. Where stocks 
are played and the casts principally 
amateurs, attendance has been light, 
although the weather has distinctly 
| favored the strawhats. When fea- 
ture players are announced, how- 
ever, the ticket sales jump, that be- 
ing true right along the line. 

Ethel Barrymore, in ‘Whiteoaks,’ is 
proving a boon to summer managers. 
After a season-long tour, the star de- 

ae accepting such dates, but 
finally agreed when urged by the 
supporting players. At Maplewood, 

N. J., she broke the record with a 
gross of $8,500. That meant a worth- 


while engagement for Miss Barry- 
more, who is receiving 10% of the 
takings. 


Edward Everett 
‘Springtime for 


Horton, in 
Henry,’ is another 





distinct b.o. click in the strawhats. 
Broke all records last week at the 
| Cape Playhouse, Der.nis, Mass., with 


ain $8,000 take for nine performances. 


the co- | 


Jane Cowl also drew handsomely 
last week in ‘Easy Virtue’ at West- 
port, Conn., breaking her own previ- 
ous record of $7,000 for the same 
spot. Paul Robeson, in ‘The Em- 
peror Jones,’ pulled $8,100 for a 
weck early this summer at White 
| Plains, N. Y. 

Advice for more careful prepara- 
tion among strawhat impressarios 


(Continued on page 53) 


Saratoga Gambling 
Ban Kayoes Nitery 
Bands-Acts Budge 


jny) f annual one-month sea- 
son. but sans gambling, for the first 
week anyhow. Sever ral matters 


have yet to be straightened out with 
local law and state liquor authori- 
ties, but the casinos expect to have 
their tables working by the second 
| week. 

One_result of the temporary gam- 


bling ban is the great curtailment 
in the budgets of night club floor- 
shows the first week. None of the 
spots can afford names unless the 
roulette and dice games are op- 
erating and once the lid is lifted the 
| elastic will come off the bankrolls. 
| For instance, Piping Rock, which 
|always went for an expensive show 


cafe-restaurant portion, has 
trimrned considerably for the first 
| week this season. Top name in its 
. | current show is Adelaide Moffett, 
(Continued on page 53) 
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FILM B. 0. OF SOME MODERATE PLAYS 


AUGURS WELL FOR H’WOOD-B'WAY DEAL 





‘Skidding,’ a Cut-Rater, Sold for $7,500 to Metro, ZUKOR-HICKS OPEN 


Became the ‘Andy Har 


dy’ Series—‘Dark Victory’ 


Another—Also Some Big-Money Stage Hits | 





+ Sydney, Aug. 1. | oy ge Se CO i rrr rere rr rer eryer: 
Hollywood is looking for a dif-| Adolph Zukor, Paramount's trav- | Zorina’s BLOAAWAF GOW. osc ccccccsvsccccvccs (400000 sencencgee 


ferent shuffle in the negotiations of 
the pending agreement covering re- 
sumed financing of legit shows, but 
there is little doubt that the picture 
end has become more interested in 
Broadway production possibilities | 
than when the liaison of the two) 
Coasts started, Stated that at least! 
three major film firms are more than } 
moderately motivated in that c-rec-| 
tion. including one that virtually led 
the walk-out of film coin three sea-'| 
sons back. For that reason, show- 
men are confident that the differ- 
ences over the pact will be dissi- 
pated and agreement consummated 
before, or by the time the new sea- 
gon goes into action. 

Revived interest is based on plain 
black and red reasons, as indicated 
by the ledger history of ordinary 
stage plays when converted into cel- | 
luloid. The studio success from such 
stage material was not an isolated, 
instance, Several film clicks during 
the past season emanated from mild 
origin, A-product coming from plays| 
which were secured for compara- 
tively small money. 

Because of that it is figured 
Hollywood will favor backing plays 
which do not call for high produc- 
tion costs. Some Broadway stand- 
outs, rights for which picture people 
paid big prices, turned out to be 





CAPRA - RISKIN 
MAY YET STAY 
COLUMBIA 


There is a strong possibility that 
the new Frank Capra-Robert Riskin 
combination will remain in the Co- 
lumbia Pictures fold. 
considering a new offer made by 
Harry Cohn 10 days ago, just before 








‘hey are now 


Riskin sailed for a vacation abroad. 

Capra can virtually write his own 
ticket at Columbia. Columbia prexy 
Cohn is also said to have offered to 


let Capra have first crack at the | 
studios’ own contract players, writ- 
ers, etc. 

Cohn has always stated that Capra 
and he have an understanding Col. 
would get first crack at any unit 
setup. 


| 


| 


Cohn Abroad on Deals 


| property of J. G. Von Herberg, Pa- 





AUSSIE SALES MEET 


eling ‘good-will ambassador, and | 
John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign sales | 
chief, arrived here yesterday (Mon.) | 
for the sales convention of Par rep- 
resentatives from New Zealand, 
Australia and the Far East, which 
opened today. They were given a 
tremendous reception, this being 
Hicks’ first visit back to Australia 
since he left here in 1932. When ; 
he 
working harmoniously. 

Taking advantage of the spotlight 
being thrown on Zukor and Hicks, 
the local Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Assn, is talking of trying to boy- 
cott several official functions. 
Squawks on rentals is reported back 
of this move by several disgruntled 
exhibitors. 


Half of Von Herberg’s 
$234,471 Community 
Property to His Wife 


Seattle, Aug. 1. 
Judge Donald McDonald in su- 
perior court, after months of litiga- 
tion, has settled the community 














cific Northwest theatre man, and his 


—E 
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Copyright bill............-- 
Radio reviews: George Raft, 


Television 
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Tax Claims on Schenck, Zanuck 


left Australia, the industry was| Attorneys for 20th-Fox Execs Don’t Think They Owe 


More Money—Bill Goetz Ditto—Probe on Bioff 





GOLDSTONE’S $250,000 
CHARITY DONATION 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Phil Goldstone, producer and fi- 
nancier, deeded $250,000 in Holly- 
wood properties to the Los Angeles 
Free Consumptive Home, aiding its 
payoff of mortgages, etc. 

Goldstone and Warners have been 
active in supporting the home for 
the past 15 years. Goldstone’s 
mother, who died a year ago, had 
been instrumental in getting con- 
tributions for the home, and Gold- 
stone’s donation was in her memory. 





ee 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

Due bills against Joseph M., 
Schenck are still outstanding after 
a Justice Department parley, at 
which Treasury Department attor- 
neys listened attentively to the stu- 
dio exec. Revealing existence of 
third complaint against the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Films’ board chairman, in 
a tax claim by the Government, At- 
torney General Murphy announced 
Thursday (27) the next step has not 
been decided. 

Three-pronged Federal attack also 
involves several other individuals. 
No decision has been made as to 
fate of these with sole exception of 
Willie Bioff, prominent International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 


; . Hollyw 1, i ae 3 — ¢ . . | ree yor “easire’s s~harg 
’ doubtful screen grossers, if not dis-) yoy Cohn roe posers it de former wife in which the court held | ployees figure. Treasury's charge 
tinct flops. Doubtful, therefore, if (wednesday) for am i) be | the holdings as worth $234,471.76. Of | | that the union boss sought to de- 
T-vya : Scie es (Wednesday) for Europe, will be) sn:. amount he f —— om fraud the U. S. goes before a grand 
musicals will get much Coast financ- spoaq three weeks, during which | this amount, the former Mrs. Von iiegy i Bg 
ing and that probably goes for other , é 8, Herberg was awarded $117,370.88 jury in U. S. District Court at Los 


types of shows that would require 
heavy bankrolling. 
Currently there are two instances 


time he will negotiate picture deals 
for French and English product. 

He’s also likely to arrange 
London production. 


for 





plus ,$12,059.90 delinquent alimony. 
Theatre owner is petitioning that 
he be relieved from further litiga- 


U PIC AT 1256 


Angeles next month. 
In attempt to clear up confusion 


about the inter-related film tax ace 


of in-between stage attractions blos- ; tion following service of five ac- peg Aan Outlined the situation 
ste ttre Peter ste tai Aes as follows: 

sol..ing into capital pictures. One is | tions where lawyers and_ business , eee nana 

‘Daughters Courageous,’ which had a M ? H if y R men seek a total of $25,034. He nian . ae ph gg Zanuck, 
modern coin stay on Broadway un- ono $ a - Yr. eport | claims he has already deposited $20,- 9 iam aa Z, — ree others 
f der the title of ‘Fly Away Home,’ rad ° | 000 into court registry as directed innkea never named, Uncle Sam _ thinks 
K Be ; es , sas t- A M ee Suds Midemta 4 , Joe Schenck owes additional taxes in 
# originally tried out in a summer the- a Show f ron m mas, y Judge McDonald for settlement 


oeeynetidin Anna 


atre. The estimated price of the film 
rights was around $15,000. Compared 
to the screen history of ‘Boy Meets 
Girl,’ rights for which were placed 
at around $100,000 after a clean-up 
stage engagement, is in sharp -con- 
trast. 


Previous, $133,000 Loss: 


Monogram Pictures’ six months re- | 
port, which will go out to stockhold- | 


of these bills. 


Rowhal’s First at UA 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 





Richard 








Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
John M. Stahl] did a production 
miracle fer Universal in bringing 
in his current picture, ‘When To- 
morrow Comes,’ $125,000 under bud- 
get, at cost of $1,200,000. 


Besides, | 
he did the task.in six days under | 


connection with profits from stock 
involved in the 20th Century-Fox 
Films merger. 





2. The Treasury charges Bioff de- 
liberately failed to report certain ine 
come, reputedly payments by pro- 
ducers, and dodged taxes. 


| eve tate thle wesnth. will chow the! ( A. Rowland’s first film| schedule as well as shooting 130,000 3. Questions have been raised about 
Another play which has developed comnane ts sasition ta the Wink under his United Artists deal will! feet of stock less than he did on/| individual tax returns of Schenck, in 
‘ : “ ‘ -_ atari< pe : £ l »1aCK, . Thr ’ _ : . | j 
: into exceptional picture material gee te be ‘Three Cheers for Miss Bishop,’| his previous opus, ‘Letter of In-| which Joseph M. Moskowitz, his per- 
~y: : . hint — . ar , =< “ >t . . . ~ : ’ is i 
bi was ‘Skidding,’ which, on Broadway aS compared with a loss of $133.000 starring Barbara Stanwyck. Script | troduction. | Sonal representative in the east, had 
i at the Bayes Roof theatre, was rather | for the first six months of 1938. Due|iS based on Bess Street’ Aldrich’s Stahl is now cutting the picture, | a hand, 
: kicked around. Play stuck around to change in fiscal year, authorized | novel, winked Streeter. He expects | and Maurice Piver, film editor of} The conference last Tuesday +25) 
for an extended period, but always ,y cockholders last January. com.|t® St@tt within 45 days. Archie Mayo | studio, leaves for New York Friday | Was a thorough canvass of all the 
es fol , ire ame : : fc e . i€ Js 4 bia, 4 i ° ° - “Ane » at . 
; to small grosses and really kept pany is reporting results of six to direct. | (5) with the negative to get prints | Treasury complaints in which 
: going by cut-raites. The characters months’ business ending June 30 Deal, whereby he contributes two! ready fo) general distribution, | Schenck is involved, with special at- 
and ba: kground, rather than the 1939. as in effect a full: Reral ve iy features to 1939-40 program, and which starts in the eastern sector tention to the matters relating to 
play itself, has been used for the yey profit wil] run to approximately four for 1940-41, calls for minimum] Aug. 12. | Bioff, Murphy indicated. Schenck 
ar ae VEL | lL Wi } approximatel' : , ‘ce “i ‘Fyre ole fa : 
“Andy Hardy’ series, rated one of the ¢g¢@ goo. budget of $650,000 for each. Charles Boyer, who recently fin- frankly discussed all details and of- 


aad eee ee 


most profitable types of films. ‘Skid- 
bg YI 
ding’ rights went for $7,500. 


Inasmuch as Mono never has con- 





ished ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ with | 


fered himself for cross-examination’ 


: ducted busines on a quarterly basis, | Irene Dunne, arrived Monday (31) | PY pawyers for the two departments, 
Other instances of stage failures ihe next financial report a -atowk. | in N. Y., and sailed for Europe to- | the A.G. commented. 
; being turned into stellar film fea- pir Prec ogpage 4 aan’ ve will an Aug. 19 (Caribbean cruise) Mar- day (Wed.). Standing pat on advice given him 
, tures include ‘Dark Victory.” Drama ie Laaeani until pease 1940 ; garet Scheuermann (Munarga). | eee ae | by his attorneys, Schenck insists he 
; attracted attention on Broadway, but » eee English quota films eit ay Aug. 16 (New York to London) ° tists nothing on account of the stock 
z _ . a : “ sb 555440 c sabe ic a aclia —— y. . + ~ - ~ nale > > . j 
4 seemed to just miss and ended in the Rialto Pictures abroad for Pathe are Howard,Walter Futter, George Trendle Staying On ig goal related to the blending 
bi red, Same applies to the comedy, ‘A Film. Lid. will be distributea by! O'Neil (Aquitania). ss p . 1e€ two studios, Murphy said. 
Slight Case of Murder.’ bot? films Monogram in the U. S., according t0| yahtMigizqinew, York, to Londom)| AA Bit Until Detroit | oictmnart eameshing ‘Bion, he wand 
; si retaining the stage titles. There are ._. : : suites 5 ake Milstein (Dixi ‘li : ; Clal snarl enmeshing Bioff, he said 
stoube ~ we src Rigemtaclh oe —_ alee back by W. Ray John- Aug. 2 i agg ae Chi f I D . d the situation is ‘somewhat unusual.’ 
far greater effect than was possible enue an Meee bone — — Howard Dietz (Queen Mary). 1é S$ esignate be pessenee an interesting and not 
on the stage, ‘Stage Doo~’ being an etal * roa ve : ia 3 ya Aug. 2 (New York to London) ee altogether clear issue, It is differ- 
oustanding example. Film _ rights!. sh MOY, ark yes of London'| Norma Shearer, Edward G. Robin-| Reaching no official decision on the ent from most cases,’ Murphy added, 
cost $130,000. Too, there have been and ‘The Gang’s All Here are COM-| son, George Raft, Mr. and Mrs. Bob! future operation af the United De. | The part played by Arthur Steb- 
stage successes which brought high per san 7 sourth, ‘Trader Spy,’ is Hope, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Lyon (Bebe | troit Thantres chain ‘a. of 17] bins in the Bioff case was not made 
prices in Hollywood and which pi renee a. : — Daniels), Harry Cohn, Mr. and Mrs.| houses in Detroit Paramount has re- | clear by the Federal prosecutor. 
j earned big money as pictures, such a aces = pictures | Milton Sperling (Betty Warner), Nat | quested py att W. Sinaia re siemeaine’ Reported that Schenck has offered 
as ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ sep ~~ 7 ae — oe ‘= Deverich, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Mil-|on a short while longer, possibly a| dt hs all ger Tins anes my th 
i ($200.000 film rights) and “Three > an eons w C ae es Ni jer. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Boyer | week or so. to aid Paramount in the | sneered A Department evidence of 
Men on a Horse’ Later was film- eto — has Gell, manag ng (Pat Paterson), Mr. and Mrs. Nor- ! situation | Soe faith and sincerity in disclaim- 
backed so that the investment was poten ol ciel ” gee man Z. McLeod (Normandie), | Earl K. Hudson, next in charge to | rnd rnd ee = = _—_ — 
t highly profitable. Film buy, $125,000 this as well as th rare rm . ' os Aug. 1 (London to New York) Wil- | Trendle. continues as the likely head “partment would be consuited 
: However, there is likely to be a , as tne pictures that ; 


trend towards backing productions 
of modest cost, the principal reason 
why the advance royalty figure of 








would be marketed as 10 in the top 
brackets. An untitled Jackie Cooper 
film heads the ‘A’ group. 





liam Morris, Jr. (Ile de France). | 

July 29 (New York to Paris) Paul | 
Paray, Henri Merckel, Vladimir | 
Golschman, Mrs. Agnes Fowler. Jane | 








of the string of Detroit houses. Leon | 
Neiter, general manager of the Par | 


theatre department, 


and 





if any settlement is contemplated. 
Situation, as it is partially clarified, 


| seems to be that if the Justice Departe 
Leonard | > if the Justice Depart 


ment is satisfied 





a ; that the 20th-Fox 
, Johnston while abroad also dis Goldenson, executive of the same de- | er 
¥ Ay She " ; roe St S- a, ie aes |} exec ir ne ranseress : : 
: $15,000 is considered too high, In the | oussed the outlook for production in Fowler, Helen J. Sioussat (Cham- | partment under Barney Balaban, re-| port; '. ently transgressed in re 
; event film-backed plays are hits, the Eneland by Mono of a half-dozen or | P/2!”): |turned to New York Monday morn- | eeing his income, and that no eva- 
4 picture rights will not be as costly <4 fImsc. - . July 29 (New York to London)jing (31) after discussing the situa- nes ick as the cases will be 
to Hollywood as before, for the rea- Ralph, Bettinson, Pathe represen- Gilbert Frankau, Margaret Culkin! tion in Detroit with Trendle, Hudson then will o “A 8 Be scamgl byron 
7 son that the picture end will not tative in Hollywood. and George Banning, Charles Mertz (Mauretania).| and others. An official announce- exact ps 7 ations to fix t oe 
a4 only participate in the stage engage- West, Mono franchise holder, made | __J*¥!¥ 28 (New York to Genoa) Mr.| ment will be made by Balaban wh aie Eikeeianer Gate oor ke 
. ment profits, but a portion of the «p, st, : ler, made | ind Mrs Charles C. Pettijoh Dr | Annie! oo a ee renee deficiency assessments which can be 
A i shite manee wedkd be setunied the trip abroad and back with Johns- +s Pe — ma , john, Dr.) a decision is reached. _ appealed to the U. S. Board of Tax 
ig ol un + ton. Latter will probably go to the | i orkin aturnia). Trendle, anxious to be’ relieved of | Appeals and reviewed by the Fed- 
a ged the “ od oe participate Coast shortly. | duties in connection with the Par| eral Courts 
H in the managerial end. slimy ag on 
ARRIVALS theatres, resigned as of Sept. 1, but 
; | asked that he be relieved of the the- 
3 N. Y. TOL. A. | L. A. TON. Y. gorge Silverstone, Sam Burger, |atres Aug. 1, turning them over as 2 YEARS FOR ARSON 
of Laurence Beilenson! Charles E. Mc- | Spring Bvingion, | John D. Hertz, Jr. hee ay Johnston, Garson Kanin, Mrs,| of that date to Paramount. Under Galveston, Aug. 1. 
cf Howard Da Sylva _ Carthy Don Brown, Jack Leighter, orton Downey (Barbara Bennett),| the latest development he is staying Joe Hackney, formerly manager 
| a tg ol » ee Me- beet ny a veg I soy EF, Wachsberger, Sam Levene, Vyvyan on beyond this date of the Arp (Texas ) motion picture 
ee t Drake “ormick. Jack is. Max Milder. . 3 "eget: : : pie , 
k m  donteea Fa ral Herbert Rudley Ted Curtis, Jack Skirbail Donner, Arthur Tracy, Antoine de | Hudson is going in, under reports,| theatre which burned last October 
ss Bre, Bam’) sree eet Deeeeee, | alg ol pees Soenes. | Saint Exupery, | Lewis Buddy, Jr.,| with probably another man from the | with loss of $40,000, given two years 
: Mick Hyams. Louis Shanfield | Jack Haley Harry M. Warner Sergei Koussevitzsky, John Royal, | Par operating ranks—someone who| in prison on arson charge. : 
Garson Kania. net the “eee. \ en eo oa ee oe Alice Marble, Benoit-Leon Deutsch,|has been running theatres for the| He pleaded guiity in district court 
;4 Mack Millar. " George Gruskin. Mr. and Mrs, Donald Oenslager. company—as his aide. at Tyler, 
- 
Hit 
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Rupture between Warner Bros.’ 
distributing organization and the Na- 
tional Theatres (Fox-West Coast) 
circuit, which several weeks ago in- 
spired heated statements and dec- 
larations of discontinuance of busi- 
ness relations, has been healed. In 











|Skirball-Wildberg To 





Produce ‘Angela’ East 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 














Present — Trade Practice 
Code’s Delay, One Factor 
—Bickering Over Terms, 
Stalling, Etc. 


Ready with $1,500,000 Any Time 





Al Christie’s Features 
To Be Made in the East 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 











No RKO underwriting agreement 
was forthcoming at the hearing held 
before Federal Judge William Bondy 
in New York Monday (31), but Ham- 
ilton C. Rickaby, representing the 
Atlas Co., proponents of the plan of 














; ‘ reorganization, told the court that 
such situations where Warners has | Jack Skirball, head of Arcadia INDIES DO BETTER Al Christie may enter production! Floyd B. Odlum, president of the 
not already sold away or has com-| Pictures, planes east today (Tues- as an indie producer of features in| company, had informed him that Ate 
. , oY »t - ; ars “toric J - asimeall oe : ae : ; . 
mitted its new season's (39-40) prod- day) to confer with John Wildberg Astoria, L. L, where he previously | las is willing, at any time within the 
uct to theatres in opposition to Na-| 0” plans for filming Sinclair Lewis A static condition exists on sales | made shorts, | next 60 days, to underwrite the new 
tional and West Coast, there will be | Angela is 22. covering the 1939-40 product due, ace | Understood Christie, who has been | RKO stock for as many shares as is 
immediate resumption of dealing. Play had a road tryout last season | cording to both buyers and sellers, | directing Educational and Arcadia necessary to reach the $1,500,000 as ; 
Matters in dispute, including ques- but never reached Broadway. to the general uncertainties pre- | films, has been offered financing for provided by the plan. The price is 
tion of adjustments on previous sea- vailing at present, the delay on the | a series of pictures, to cost $250,000 | not yet determined, and Odlum is 
sons films, have been settled to mu-| Wildberg will produce in the east trade practice code, the bickering | each. willing to have the judge fix the 
tual satisfaction. WB closed around | at the Astoria (L. I.) plant of East-| ver terms demanded on the new | —ae price, or have the board of directors 
50 deals with indies in National | ern Service Studios. ae ee = - — oo okay it. i ee ' 
stances, because 0 e situation con- | sation for underwriting, um is 
towns. ee ‘ih ‘ ney cit a clay ; 
Restoration of peace removes from cerning adjustments. | F : | also willing that the court have it } 
the scene of new season selling an Exhibitors report that some of the | fixed now, or wait until Atlas puts in ' 
e ; : major companies are hedging on ad- its bill for services in the reorganiza- 
issue that portended developments c 
which theatre and exchange men an justments under the current (1936- ton. 
y « ad a . eae “ 
: Bas ; 39) buys i Jud Bon lared that he 
ticipated would, in a short time, in- we uys, taking the position that ge dy dec ' “ 
»olve widely separated sections of while the product may not have ® would not want to fix a price unti 
pe we Mla aac ee A et panned out to bigtime proportions, all persons involved had had a 
the ora “ d ro di Bens the gamble on percentage was a fair chance to have their say. The court 
=] a >» Pe “I ry ° . 
Neither Gre — wre one in the long run. The result has was then informed by Rickaby that 
chief of WB, nor Spyros Skouras, been that some old customers of cer- the price of the new stock would 
operating head of gin theatres, tain companies have been sitting probably be under the market price 
both of whom issu¢ statements at back waiting for the film salesmen to os of the stock on the curb, as it was in- 
the beginning of the business breach, get tired begging for a contract for tended as a valuable right for un- 
had any comment to make on the the 1939-40 picturg:. The film buy- London, Aug. 1. secured creditors to subscribe to. 
peace settlement. ers are burned over some of the| There's considerable speculation | It is believed that an approximate 
Total film rentals to be paid to WB Hollywood, Aug. 1. companies that refuse to acknowl-|in film circles here as to whether | price of this new stock will be $3. 
for the new season, in the competi-|  yporyyn LeRoy is giving up his! ¢4se that certain of their pictures | Alexander Korda will become active| Rickaby also disclosed that the 
; “pe . ar > - S > . ’ rr . pe fe . ait 7 ° x . > 
tive spots not already precluded DY | executive producer job at Metro at | weren't worth what the salesman!|in production outside the United | certificate of incorporation of RKO 
previous sales, is presently specula-| i; own request, to become a pro- | Promised they would be, no decision | Artists banner. had been filed a week ago in Dela- 
iv. ~ ar 5 ri ~ . oY - . ’ " - | . . m a * . | r ic r raAanarar ( ~ } 
ee all a = carry ape ducer-director on the same lot. | being considered, but are inclined to | A new company has been formed apeal an wre | niga yon Bo ge 
age terms, with allocations yet to be| gnitt is effective after the preview | 100K to various competitive distribu-| and contract signatured July 28 evised estimate of what will be 
established in all spots. In the state- a. ives ok te dks eee His | tors in a much friendlier light since whereby Zoltan Korda is director the final certificate of incorporation, 
ee ee ee ee | first chore in his new berth will be | ‘€Y are willing to call off a lot of | and Vincent Korda is assistant di- | This will call for the issuing of 130,- 
the time of the breach between the! ‘Ziegfeld Girl” with Hedy Lamarr bets in view of a new contract. rector for three pictures to be made | 000 shares of preferred stock (plan 
, Laateatas : > te Te 4 - ‘ -| . ; ‘ 7,06 5 00, shé $ 
pote he declared that film renta’s! Margaret Sullavan and Lana Tur- Compromising at Denham for Charles M. Woolf. pegeellnantis ~<A: = sty 
acs ¢ . ° . , | ° > CC ( Ss 3 ; 
paid to WB was about $500,000 in| ner tentatively penciled in. | An attorney for f the largest | Both are brothers of the producer. | Le com 
1932, and will be ‘over $1,500,000 for bh | distributors ty authority for the ene | Will start early in September with | 2°W® by giving 602,697 to the old de- 
y sinc i < over : ive | Gistributors 1s authority for the fact | . om art) e ; t rs 
the year 1939 for the same number Since he took over the executive | Gls - _ J > Tact | = : ues sla aig | benture holders, 400,000 to Rockefel- 
ai tieaiien® producer post in Culver in March, | that his company is usually willing ey bint i= =e original story, | ler Center, and 800.000 to the un- 
Skouras also declared that tt , 1938, LeRoy has personally produced | t¢ wind up by having accounts drop; *he \onjurer. secured claims. The old common 
ouras also declared that the two-| ; ; a as *h 20% of yearl rs | Most recently released Alexander : ; 
year contract under which Warners Dramatic School,’ ‘Stand Up andj} 4S much as o Of yearly buys, not) be as Seat ee | stock will receive 429,593 shares, and 
ee t} N Mane F-WC) - 4. | Fight,’ and ‘Wizard,’ and supervised | °Mly including the usual amount en- Korda feature, ‘Four Feathers,’ for| the new stock to be offered the un- 
hav a —— " Pbigteciod the production of ‘Babes in Arms.’ | joyed under the exclusion privilege, UA release, was directed by Zoltan secured creditors, 500,000 shares. 
ave been operating is expiring with but an additional 10% if they will go Korda. | Reserved for c eee? th 
deliveries of the last of the 1938-39 — for I ‘ ce Z ? | Woolf Iso + . cted ¢ - serve Or conversion on 1e 
ee ee meee , or another year’s product and play pom ais is expecied 0 88M | preferred stock will be 1,040,000 of 
releases. 4 Months to Edit ball, particularly if the films haven’t | lease on Shepherd’s Bush studios! agmmon. and reserve for the option 
Criticism of Skouras theatre oner- Hollywood, Aug. 1. | been so good. to make quota pictures for his | warrants for tue eommon stock is 
ation under > ‘ > , ; ; : di ito ae eae ‘tributir oe fas ret fave Peake eller cs wr 
won under the Guat feature policy A Metro preview will preem Mer- | ' According to a check of sales in- distributi 1g organization, General 2,577,554. Some 250.000 shares will 
was included in the Sears’ statement, | yy Leroy’s production of ‘Wizard of | formation, contract-taking does not | Film, Ltd. | be given the management of the 
‘ re reTy eearty ; ie det, : , 7 ar avarahie ; aie ene lepine anabcssaiciibiahameiadi aa 5 hierigdtitics ; 3 
ss : egg of Fg ante Oz’ at the Carthay Circle Aug. 9 and | eeae Ge : favorably with last — company on option warrants. making 
etwen the two. in reply, SKouras/ picture will open at the Chinese and us is saying something out of the (Continued on page 22) 
said that the theatres were opposed neue Giste hue oS yrdinary, since last summer, in the RKO MAY RELEASE LEE | 
to double-billing, but that competi- A Hatin nth! oeikion eee | merchandising of the 1938-39 fiim, [pein oo tiemamaaas SS 
tive conditions at present necessitate | ete dik aceedien heae olbagries Piven | selling reached the lowest ebb ever. GARMES’ N Yy MADE PIX | | 
the use of double feature programs | eerie ‘ani anne ee cain Pigg? Situation as of the moment would » a.” | 
in certain localities Peace io : > fo SS | indicate that some companies are | | |] 
aera page cc | and insert the sound effects. a : Sees ——= |] 
Independent theatres in opposition anc ahead of last year at the same time | : ra 
4 aoa 7 . —----- . = Png RKO may distrit e ‘armes’ | || 
to National and Fox-West Coast are | | in the number of accounts closed, ies of three ged oe 1] Trade Mark Registered 
U 97 . » te he 2 2s madae | 
reported to have eagerly sought the | FINAL WASHUP IN while the majority is behind. in New Y at, independ oP a || FOUNDED BY SIME ‘SILVERMAN 
farner nr . 5 | U and WB Pace Majo gay ae d “ntly =M- ||! Published Weekly by VARIETY, loc. 
new Warner produc t. | ra ft} ‘ . a) ve , nanced, starting next October. Deal | Sid Silverman, President | 
Rep’s NT Deal | | ie the fact tr Unusual situations | i¢ closed, will call: for RKO’s re- ||| '8* West 46th Street, New York City | 
| - . ™ Y Freee! “ae : \ < ( s > | 
Republic on Monday (31) closed | ORPH BANKRUPTCY is the fact that Universal is running | jeace of ‘the first sites ‘hed: Be i annem. 
One of its most important product two-to-one against 1938-39 in the! Goodbye” original by Mildred||l SUBSCRIPTION | 
deals to date, negotiating a contract | —_————_ | sales of its coming season’s pictures Cramm asail rr C eis lini. with Annual $10 Foreign re 
: er racke YC ) Artec cave ee . . , bat MAGELL, t Cis icc dalla 9 ‘ ° 
with National Theatres to cover its Federal Judge Murray Hulbert in | ge agate that place S seven | option on the other two. Produc- | || #1 COPIC® -++eee-ereeees pall iai 
C . ~ . Ar y “le ay > i sere | ne O sroove { 30% seve ¢ 4 , 
1939-40 product in the San Francisco,| New York today (Wed.) will heat 30% and gata ted “i vd Os a - tion money has been arranged. four ee 
_ ~ + > « me , Jatar nev vw c | c 2 7 rr 207% r v2) > , a0 j 
Los Angeles, Salt Lake, Denver,! the application of Peter B. Oln y' balance flat Th. 2 7, With the | hanks participating, through Eastern Vol. 135 Qa No. 8 || 
Seattle and Portland territories Jr., referee in bankruptcy, to OK | %@* Fi = re companys ter- | Service Studio in Astoria — 
Grover C. Parsons. western divi- | "iS final report and discharge him fie advance is due not only to the its atties deaiumae sak % ° : = || 
. Ss\ 4 es ~ : > “ae ~* V ther feature will be pro- | 
: oats a " ‘ ‘ as referee in the Orpheum JT -atre i h-powered SCning campaign di- nt \ 5 : : | 
— m anager for Republic, came on “wot es ile , , ‘ rected from the top by Bill Scullv lu it the same studio by John J INDEX 
rom the Coast to sit in w ith Jimmy ankruptc! former Metro dist1 b , . a ares ao Wil ye! ind Jack Skirball for Co- bees ' | 
t ) 
Grainse; The re . ‘rants allowance f ridutor, AU aiSO lO}, 43, } Bills 48 
“ainger in the huddling on the ; EES rep rt grants scales ide ** | the showing that U made last yea! F edie . ne 
deal. He flew back west vesterday $495 to Kenneth B. Umbreit, and This is al true of Warner Bros Ea 1 Service Studio plan- Chatte1 53 || 
(Tues,). Bill Powers ; ‘eorge | $1,500 to I ttorneys, Davis, Auer- a hase Sac oe ee hs 1 e financing : . 94 
re owers and George, 91,0 tO Mls attorl VIS, 4 vhicl claimed to ] n ) financing and  ¢ Dance B 42-4 
. I : lu & i iy eee Se ee ( pe running ni 3 « 
Balsdon 1 ‘presented National in the| bach, ¢ mnell & Hardy che referee | sioed ‘ tribution for idependent produces F ielialans 18 | ; 
negotiations asks $2,003 for his own services Metro is holding to an even keel»? ©? Hh Out a scheculs of I | 3) 8 | 
neem — = | The estate has $28,516 left. Gen- | with last year, this company hates fi 1 yeal Ain to attract Film Showma p > |i 
HER y 'eral allowed claims total ,$1,425,-| one that deals with over 10.000 Pitas makers of ‘A’ budget pi é {71 House Reviews ‘ 20 || 
B MARSHALL \) HUSH 335, which will allow a dividend of | counts each season and leads the. “* roi glass oy cre punere Inside—Legit ..... 52 
MONEY TAX DEDUCTION 1/977 of 1,000% to creditors. pack in that direction. on financing or releasing Oppor-' || 4. .igde—Music .......cosse 42 
a re ee > "ha ee ere see adie on P ee te | : 8 iy’ | % 
Creditors include Irving Trust as The opinion is expressed in sales ; ; on 
ean thn *.. ‘ . re Slectrical Research Products. In Inside—Radio ........cee 9) +) 
| RKO’s trustee, $770,706, based on a) Quarters that in addition to the other ns aa ¥ he en F : a B, Sae |! , 1) : 
ea | guarantee of Orpheum Circuit's sec- | angles this season which figure as a aust ve . the stud > oe 1S International News....... 17 | 
Washington, Aug. 1. ond mortgage notes. | retarder on sales, a large number of 2 @V! — of Audio Productions, SAPO RUE carl ces eo kas 49-52 | , 
b Payment of hush money by Her-} RKO Orpheum is the second credi- | long-term franchises have run out Inc., an Erpi subsidiary, is not in- Literati 22 | . 
nie Marshall, film actor, came to | tor as assignee of Stadium Theatres, | and negotiations on those require a ealecndee 1, gy sate gine reheat — Musi 42-44 | i 
ight last week in answer to a Gov- | being owed $510,807. Paramount Pic- long period of time. Some of these se ig a plays OF pictures. Like- WLUSIC 2... cece eee eees ‘Be | . 
ernment tax claim. Performer de- | tures, Inc., is owed $90,462 for rent;) term renewals have been in the Wi5© claimed that the studio has no New Acts 46 | i 
nied he owes $87,893 additional | Irving Trust, in a second capacity for | process of dickering for more than a ‘terest, participation or profit in Night Clubs 45-47 t 
income taxes and penalties for 1933- | RKO, on a note of the bankrupt’s for| month and are 50 or 75% closed, 4%y Picture transactions other than Obituary ........ 54 | ii 
5 and complained to Board of Tax | $44,000 plus interest since 1933, $53,- | time being required to figure all the to enco M1 ige independent produc- | || Pitiete i kgneke’ 55 | 
Appeals about the Internal Revenue | 320: and lastly RKO Distributing | details when a large number of the- | tion in New York by making pro- ||| pictures 2-29 |, 
’ . . ‘ . : Aiwetior - ‘litiae — 1 i | i ~ DEP ERareee eee ee 
ureau’s refusal to allow certain Corp., for film license fees, $38. | atres, each a different situation unto duction facilities available. ’ | “Se eee 30-41 | 
expenses, | The petition states that all other | itself, have to be taken into con- In order to encourage indie pro- i| Radio Reviews . 40 | F 
Among the various deductions in- | allowed claims have been paid. | sideration. One of the more impor- duction, E. S. S. arranges financing || poqio—tnternational ..... 34 | 
volved in the dispute is ‘payment of | The bankrupt was a Missouri cor-| tant of these franchise deals is the deals with independent banking | || Summnee Prvouts 50 | 
$227.05 to prevent the publication of poration, and prior to 1933 operated | renewal of the franchise which 5 nerens, chiefly as a service. What ||) Unit etn fad Si 46 | 
r © ’ ® ® ° ~ tc nri o¢ ye a2 7 t e rac ¥ q»anKke ~ 4 “ ic matt ‘ , ad “ — es . ee oe | 
sn unfavorable story,’ with no hint | theatres in St. Louis. In April, 1933,| Metro has with Warner Bros. the- the bankers charge is a matter that ||} w.igeville ...... eee 45-47 | 
the to the recipient or the nature of | it went out of business, filed a bank- | atres, a three-year agreement reach- joes not concern the studio, accord- 
© yarn . ‘ } been liquidating ce (Continued or age 55) ng to its executives aaa ‘ 
rupcy and has been iiqu Ing Sine L on page v2) Ing t l execully -_ a 
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Historic Appeals Court Decision 


Cuts Down ‘Letty Lynton Damage 
Award from $532,153 to $106,000 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
WN. Y.. consisting of Judges Learned 
Hand, Harrie Chase and Robert Pat- 
terson, on Friday (28) reversed a 
decision of Federal Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell made Jan. 6, 1939, and re- 
duced the award of $532,153 to 
Edward Sheldon and Maryaret Ayer 
Barnes for the plagiarism of their 
play, ‘Dishonored Lady,’ in the 
Metro film, ‘Letty Lynton,’ to one- 
fifth the total net profits, or approxi- 
inately $106.000. 

This now historie case has been in 
the hands of the courts since June 
24.1932, when the plaintiffs filed 
their action for an accounting of 
profits of the picture against Loew’s, 
Inc., Metro Pictures Co., Inc., Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’ Distributing Co., 
Inc., and Culver Export Corp. 

The suit was originally heard by 
Federal Judge John M. Woolsey and 
dismissed April 23, 1933. The cir- 
cuit court reversed the dismissal 
Feb. 5, 1936, found that a plagiarism 
existed, and ordered the proceeding 
sent to a master for hearing and de- 
termination of damages. The master, 
Gordon Auchincloss, afier extensive 
hearings awarded the entire net’ 
profits, in accordance with what he 
believed to be the circuit court de- 
cision, and the figure allowed was 
$587,604. 

Some time thereafter, Judge Lie- 
bell reduced the award by approxi- 
mately $50,000. However, the judge 


declared that his belief was that a 
sum of $133,000 was tops that the 
plaintiffs should receive. But the 


circuit court having decided that the 
plaintiffs should be entitled to full 
net profits, prevented him from so 
reducing the allowance. 

Both sides appealed, with the de- 
fendants seeking to ayportion the 
profits. Metro’s newest special coun- 
sel, Jchn W. Davis, contended that 
$50,000 should be the maximum al- 
lowed, while the plaintiffs sought the 
return to the full sum allowed by 
the master. 

The Opinion 

The Circuit Court in reversing the 

Federal 


Judge declared: ‘This case 
comes before us again, this time on 
a final decree which awards to the 


plaintiffs all the profits made by the 
defendants from the exhibition of 
the picture ‘Letty Lynton’, and the 
principal question is whether this is 
correct. The defendants insist that 
the profits should have been appor- 


tioned, and the record contains evi- 
dence by which that can be done. 
Their soning is that the recovery 
of the author of a copyrighted work 
ought to be limited to those profits 
which result from its exploitation: 
and that since the value of the pic- 
ture here depended only in very 


small measure on those parts which 
the defendants have been found to 
have lified, they should be nt- 
for ony a 
part of the 


accol 
corresponding small 
profits. 


aoe 


Strictly and literally the problem 
of disentangling the contribution: of 
the sc factors is insoluble. The 
profits from a picture consist of ad- 
mission fees which the playgoers 
pay, because the picture aitracts 
them with the hope of enjoyment. 
That enjoyment, which one ‘source 
of iis further popularity, is made up 
of many ftaciors the actors, the 
work Of the producer and director. 
the story, the scenery and costumes. 

‘The attraction and the hope which 
first draws them are principally 
aroused by advertisements and the 
repuiation of the stars and the pro- 


ducing 


company. These factors have 
no unit common to all, and are 
therefore incommensurable. 
Apportionment 


‘The difficulties of separation have 
generally provented infringers from 
attempting any apportionment, and 
they have contented themselves with 
getting down the net profits as low 
as possible, 

‘The lower court held that an in- 
fringer, at least if he is a deliberate 
plagiarist, must surrender his entire 
profits, regardless of the relative im- 
portance of the copyrighted and un- 
copyrighted material he has used. 

‘However, it is nearly as unfair to 


assess the infringer for all the 
profits, as it would be to deny the 
zuthor any recovery whatever, be- 


cause he could not separate his con- 
tribution. The percentages of experis 


vet it would be a mista 
weight to them. A court is justified 
in basing its decrees upon eng ces 
common in other human affair 

‘We will discard the agreed ‘pr ice 


ke to deny all, 


| player 
RKO picked up Eddie Stevenson, 


as to the picture rights to the play | 


{$30.000 was the agreed price with 
the deal being cancelled because the 
Hays office refused to OK the 7 - 
The expert testimony of the 

ducers and exhibitors said that the 
percentage of the gross receipts 
properly apportionable to the play 
ran between 5-12. Very generally 
they professed to believe the con- 
trolling factor in the success of a 
play was the popularity of the stars, 


| 


! 


and in this case, the two leads 
(Joan) Crawford and_ (Robert) 
Montgomery, had stood very high in 
the public esteem in 1932. They | 
sgreed that in the case of a very 

ell known book or play, the story 


might contribute more, but that the 
plaintiffs’ play was not in that class. 

Allowances for Stars, Ete. 

‘They thought the other 

factors were the skill and reputation 
of the producer and direcior, the 
scenery, costumes, extent of adver- 
tising, and the reputation of the pro- 


'{s slated for 


chief | 


ducing company itself. 

‘We must consider two things | 
peculiar to this case. First, all wit- 
nesses’ estimates were based upon 


the contribution of the entire play, 
that is, as though it was completely 
the werk of the plaintifis. As we 
know that was not the case, as the 
plaintiff worked over old material. 
{[Play, ‘Dishonored Lady’ was taken 
from the trial of Madeleine Smith in 
Scotland in 1857, and facts are in the 
public domain]. The general skele- 
ton was already in the public 
domain. That consideration must 
therefore count toward the reducing 
of the percentages of the profits re- 
coverable. On the other hand, the 
defendants may not count the effect 
of their standing and reputation in 
the industry, probably the most im- 
portant factor of all, after the stars. 

‘They were not innocent offenders. 
They deliberately lifted the play. It 


follows that they can be credited 
only with such factors as they 
bought and paid for, the actors, the 


scenery, the producers, 
and the general overhead. Indeed, 
one who consciously misappropriates 
the property of another is often re- 


the directors, 


fused allowance even af his active 
expenses, and although this harsh 
rule which would charge the de- 
fendants with the whole gross 
receipts has been softened, a plagiar- 
ist may not char; for his labor in 
exploitating what & has taken. 

‘We are resolved to avoid the one 


certainly ry unjust course of giving the 
everything, because the de- 
cert cannot with certainty com- 
pute their own shares 

will not 
testimony at its 
must make an award 
possibility, shall be 


‘It is not our 


‘We the 
value, 
which, bs 
too small. 
best guess that must 
prevail, but a figure which will 
favor the plaintiff in every reason- 
able chance of error. With this in 
mind, we their share of the net 
profits at one-fifth. 

The three Circuit Court 
then went into the 


accept experts’ 
we 


no 


face and 


fix 


jurists 

accounting 

methods employed in arriving at the 

They first took up the 
the defendants. 

Other 

they 


Modifications 
reversed the Special 
not allowing the defend- 
ants to subtract the bonuses on 
Salaries paid to Louis B. Mayer, J. 
Robert Rubin and Irving Thalberg. 
Then they found that he was correct 
in arriving at the proper distribution 
cost by dividing the total number of 
pictures released in 1932. 

They decided that the 
should be taxed on profits made on 
the picture outside of the U. S. They 
assessed the defendants on 
profits made by Loew 
They okayed the Master in 
the cost of production to arrive ata 
proper allocation of overhead 
penses, rather than by the 
of produced films, 
requested. 

They ordered the Joss on continui- 
ties to be included in the net profits, 
and did not allow Loew’s to sub- 


First 


Master in 


number 


_tract a large loan to Metro Pictures 


cannot be used to solve a problem in 


which there is no common measure, 


Co. from their yearly profits. 

On the plaintiffs’ side of the fence 
the master was reversed in allowing 
the defendants to deduct income tax 

(Continued on page 55) 


defendants | 


the | 
subsidiaries. | 
using | 


€X- 


as the defendants | 
' another 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Paramount signed Susannah Fos- 
ler, moppet, 
Metro handed 
player contract. 
Warners dropped 
from contract list. 
Donald Barry inked 
acting deal at Republic, 
Rita Johnson was 
pact by Metro. 








Sara Haden 


Janet Chapman 
three-year 


handed new 


fashion designer, for one year. 


RKO TRIO GOING, 
6 READYING: 
UNIT SETUP 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
production peak at RKO 
early fall, with three 
‘A’ pictures already in work and six 
more waiting to go. In production 
are ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ ‘Al- 
legheny Frontier’ 
Deuces.’ 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ is set to 
start Aug. 7, to be followed by ‘Vigil 
in the Night,’ ‘You're Right, 


A }} timma 
-1ime 


new 


and ‘The Flying | 


You're | 


= 


Legal Angles—And Costs 





| i 
| 


John W. Davis who last argued the ‘Lynton’ appeal tor Metro- 


was 80° successful, 


judging by the big lop-off—-is figured as 
havirg gotten $100,000 for his fee. 


-and 
urely 
The costly array of special Loew- 


Metro counsel started with a $50,000 stipend to the late Nathan Burken, 


and has 


included former N. Y. Governor Nathan L. 


Mills - aM est). 


mated that the legal bill is around $250,900. 
Figuring the present $100,000 award stands, although both sides are 
appealing, plus the costs, it’s around $400,000—certainly not much of a 


saving under the $532,000 originally awarded Sheldon and Mrs. Barnes, 
However, there are more pertinent aspects entailed in that the pic- 


ture industry at large is of the same oninion as Metro, that the value 


9 | thought, 
marquee credit, 


of the stars, the quality of production, the super-merchandising ouwt- 
lets in distributing the film, must be taken into consideration in the 
event of any adverse damage awards on plagiarism charges, In 
case the Circuit Court of Appeals seemingly concurred 
giving Joan Crawford and Robert Montgomery 
plus other elements. 


this 
with that 
consideroble 


Legal purists, however, argue that if the U. S. Supreme Court ulti- 


knock off so much percentage 
quality, ete. 


the legal premise established, 





It's for this reason that the monetary element isn't as important as 


mately confirms, it means that picture companies could even boldly lift 
story ideas, and then decide to pay off on the residue, after the courts 
for stellar draw; 


so much for production 








It's Hoped That the Trade Practice 
Code Will Go Into Effect by Aug. 15 





The trade practice code, with an|gardless of any delay by exhibitor 


siamp of 
any 
particular exchange zone if a suffi- 
are ready 
it could be 


Wrong,’ ‘Swiss Family Robinson,’ | arbitration system that has been | associations to give their 
‘Meet Dr. Christian’ and an Orson! modified to meet the complaint of | approval to the code, since in 
Welles starrer. |}numerous exhibitor associations and | 

Les Goodwins draws the directing individuals who believed it should | cient number of exhibitors 
assignment on Lee Tracy's next, be changed before complete accord | to deal under the code, 
starrer, ‘Headline Holiday,’ slated to of theatre operators could be ex- | forced into rapid effect. 


roll Aug. 14. Producer is Cliff Reid. 
7 Units 

RKO, with its revamped unit sys- 
tem of préeduction, is beginning to 
rival the unit production setup at 
United Artists. 

RKO has distributing and financ- 
ing deals with seven units: Stephens- 
Lang, Towne-Baker, Boris Morros, 
Max Gordon-Harry M. Goetz, Leslie 
Howard-Walter Futter, Herbert Wil- 
cox and Sol Lesser Watter also with 


UA). Added pictures from other of 
its own regular producers, and an 
additional quota of single films, are 


March of 
Jesse L 


due from Harold Lloyd, 
Time, Orson Welles and 
Lasky. 


David Butler Joins RKO 


As Producer-Director 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
David Butler signed to p 
and direct ‘That's Right, You're 
Wrong’ for RKO, with an option to 
produce one picture a year for three 
years, 
New pact does not interfere with 
his commitment to make one Edgar 
Bergen and one Bing Crosby for 
Universal. 


Taurog Directs “Melody, 
Powell Astaire Tops 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Norman Taurog will direct Metro's 
‘Broadway Melody of 1940,” starring 
Eleanor Powell and Fred Astaire. 
Film is skeded to start this m onth 
Picture marks Astaire’s first ap 


pearance on the lot since he did a 
bit in ‘Dancing Lady’ with Joan 
Crawford in 1933. 


Schwartzwald’s 16 at U. 


who 
of his time in 


oducing musical shorts in 


Milton Schwartzwald, 
devoted most 
years to pi 


has 


recent 


the east, has been set by Universal | 
to produce 16 ‘B’ feature films for 
1939-40. 

Schwartzwald will turn them out 


on the Coast. 


Blackmer as . T. R. 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Sidney Blackmer will characterize 
Theodore Roosevelt in ‘Teddy Roose- 
velt and His Rough Riders’ at War- 
ners. 

Actor just completed the Roose- 
velt role in ‘The Monroe Doctrine,’ 
WB short. 





DUNLAP’S BIG KILLER 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Monogram’s top-budget special, 
‘Murder in the Big House,’ will be 
handled personally by Scott R. Dun- 
lap, v.p. in charge of production. 
Shoating starts Aug. 5. 


oduce 


paign of 


nected, may go into effect by Aug. 

Before that time it will be ready 
for acceptance and_ incorporation 
into contracts on the 1939-40 prod- 
uct, with provisions to be made for 
the organization of arbitration 
boards in various key centers 
where they will function. 

The setup of the boards, selection 
of panels of arbitrators in the 
branch points where they will serve, 
and the certification of film con- 
tracts to cover code and arbitration 
will immediately follow the ratifica- 
tion of the ultimate form of pro- 
cedure to govern the disputes which 
arise betweem buyer and _ seller. 
There is every possibility that the 
distributor committee proffering the 
code will be in a position to begin 
organizing the arbitration boards in 
the next two weeks or sooner, This 
is a procedure that may come re- 


EDWARD SMALL READIES 


+] 
ine 


‘PAGO’ AS 1939-40 FIRST 


Hollywood, Aug. 1 
‘South of Pago-Pago’ is slated to 
roll next week as the opening gun 
of Edward Small’s proposed cam- 


uninterrupted production 


for 1939-40, via United Artists. 

In preparation are ‘My Son, My 
Son’ and ‘Two Years Before the 
Mast.’ Waiting to go into the writ- 
ing mill are ‘The Life of Valentino,’ 
‘Christopher Columbus’ and ‘House 
of Monte Cristo.’ 

Loew Slows UA Pix 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. | 

David L. Loew will not make any 
pictures for United Artists release 
until the 1940-41 season, according 


Although 
productions 
years, 


to reports committed to 
| annually for 
Loew is slowing his 
because of story 


rations 


i make two 
next two 
films 
prepa 
It is tood he 
organization 


inadequate 


unders will not set up 


an until early in 1940. 


WB Gets Jump on 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Warners gets the jump on 20th- 
|Fox in the film campaign of New 
| York's old 69th Regiment. 
| Burbank plant is 
'start of ‘Four Wives’ so that Pris- 
cilla Lane will be ready to appear in 
|‘The Fighting 69th,’ skedded to get 
| under way Aug, 15. 





| 
| LESSER MOVES TO S$-I 
Holiyvood, Aug. 1. 
Sol Lesser has rented office and 
stage space at the Selznick-Interna- 
tional studio. Lesser previously 
rented space at RKO. 
Producer's first 
Town,’ for United 
| will be made at S-I. 


‘Our 
release, 


picture, 
Ariists 


| when 


deferring the | 


William F. Rodgers, general 
manager of Metro and wheelhorse 
for the distributors on the code 
pourparlers, held a meeting yesier- 
day afternoon (Tues.) with the 
sales managers and attorneys of the 
majors and stated that 
were the new arbitration machinery 
should be ready in ‘a couple of days.’ 
The provisions are modified so far 
as clearance is concerned, 
major features of 
probably the 


sales 


} ‘ 
INGICAaALIONS 


one of the 
arbitration and 
that 


one concerns €xX- 
hibitors more than any other. This 
clause, lengihy in its original form, 
has been revised to give what is 


declared to be as even a balance on 
arbitration boards as 
out. 

Reports are 
disputes affect parties—a Gdis- 
tributor, an independent theatre and 
an affilated (chain) theatre—the dis- 
tributor will not demand represen- 
tation on boards except where he is 
vitally concerned by the « 
Thus, if theatres are 
over clearance 
make any 
tributor in 
would 

There have 


can be figure 


that where clearan 
three 


two 
where iit doesn't 
difference to the dis- 
rentals or run, then it 

two- 


be a party dispute 


been no meetings with 
National Theatres ove accounts 
that this chain, party owned by 
20th-Fox and partly by the Chase 
National Bank, wanted to have its 
position clear before signing up 
under the code, insisting it was an 
unaffiliated (independent) cha 
There is no other impression in the 
trade but that National is a major 
chain, and thus would fall into the 
affiliated branch. Even if ji isnt 
owned wholly by 20th- 


Fox t still 
and in the VU. S. suit 
named because of this 

theatres, hence div 
being sought. 


affiliated 
20th-Fox is 
string of 
ment is 


According to distribution informa 
Lion, distribs and affiliated jeatres 
are in step on the code and the 
modified arbitration plan covering 
clearance, No trouble thus is looked 
for there, and all that will be re- 
quired for adoption of the code will 
be the willingness of the indies te 
go along under it. While it may be 
true that some of the circuits, which 


are part of the producer-distributor 
organizations, are bringing up ques- 
tions as to how the code will work 
they are pitted against in- 
dependents in various towns where 
perhaps they enjoy advantages, all 


the distributors controlling such 
theatres (partnerships, pools, eit.), 
have certified that they are ‘signed 
up.’ 

No further meetings are sched- 
uled to date with Allied Theatre 
Owners of New York. whose Max 
A. Cohen and a special committee 
met with the distributors during the 
past in a preliminary parley to dis- 
cuss continuing negotiations for 


adoption of the code, contrary to ine 


| action of the parent organization, 
| Allied States Assn., which flatly re- 
| jected it six weeks ago in Minne- 
|apolis. It is expected on inside that 
| Allied of N. Y. will approve tne 


code ation. 


and revised arbitr 
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1A Gives Producers Ultimatum 


n Closed Shop, But Film Execs 
Move Slowly; Fear NLRB Violations 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
The Producers Association meeting 
Monday (31) night failed to okay a 
closed shop agreement with the 
IATSE. Following a two- hour sées- 


SEQUELING DICKENS 


Metro’s Encore to me hristmas Carol’ 
Being Mulled 


Metro is 





considering “Twas the 


sion in the offices of Joseph M./ Night Before Christmas,’ a_ senti- 
Schenck at 20th-Fox, a committee | mental drama by Mildred Gilman, 
was appointed to investigate the labor | fiction writer. Idea is to use it for 
situation and report to the producers a sequel to Dickens’ ‘Christmas 
within a short time. Schenck, prez | Carol, which the studio made last 
of the association, is chairman; other | year. 


members, E. J. Mannix, Y. Frank} Frank Orsatti is handling it on the 
Freeman, Walter Wanger and Mendel | Coast, while the legit rights are being 
Silberberg. | agented in New York by Stephen 
Matters discussed were a demand | Slesinger. 

of IATSE for closed shop agreement | as 





the National Labor Relations Board 
for its designation as a bargaining 
rep for 12,006 workers claimed by 

| 

| Tashing 
companies to stand by their agree- | ese W ashington, Aug. 1, 
ment with first cameramen. Execu- | Five spokesmen for various studio 
tives are said to have taken the po- | Crafts were recognized last week by 


the IATSE. Believed no action will 
be taken today (Tues.) by IA, inas- 
sition that they are in the middle | the National Labor Relations Board, 
of the IA and USTG situation. It | which simultaneously scheduled 


for its 11 studio locals by 5 p.m. to-| 
day (Tues.); a five-year contract 
with the American Society of Cine- STUDIO LABOR 
matographers; and a petition of 
United Studio Technicians Guild to SPOKESMEN 
much as the demand asks a definite APPROVED 
announcement from the producers all 
that negotiations would be continued. 

Understood consensus of opinion —-—— 
with respect to the ASC was for) 
was contended that even though IA | elections at several plants to see who 
took over the first cameramen and | will talk for the hired help. Pro- 
recognized validity of the producers- | ducer objections that involved work- 
ASC contract, producers might find| ers outside the Wagner Act were 
themselves involved in a serious sit- | snooted in orders based on compari- 


uation with the NLRB should they | son of payrolls and union rosters 
make a closed shop agreement} The Society of Motion Picture Art 
with IA. | Directors will bargain for chief art 
Understood attorneys have advised | directors, unit art directors and fol- 
execs to proceed with caution in| lowup men at Columbia, RKO, 20th | 


making agreement where issues in-| 
volved were pending before the Fed- 
eral body. 

Deal calling for an election by 
12,000 technical film workers on AUug./ Bros, and United Artists. 
15 to designate bargaining repre-| The Society of Motion Picture Ar- 
sentatives fell through Monday (3) | tists and Illustrators will front for 
when the IATSE nixed the proposal | j)), ustrators in art departments, cos- 
unless the producers granted IA 4 /tume illustrators, process shot artists 
closed shop agreement. Producers and their title 
reps and United Studio Technicians 


Century-Fox, Metro and Paramount, 
with elections to see 
shall be mouthpiece 
}employed by Universal, 


colleagues 
Warner 


SA we 
AUL 


assistants, 





i : title department heads at Columbia, 
Guild are willing to okay the elec-|peG Yniversal and Metro. Elec- | 
tion, but John F. Gatelee, IA rep, in- ae " ae 4 

; oe es SPs ’ tions “dered at Warners and 20th- 
sisted studios would first have to|°” ordered at Warn¢ and th- 
recognize the 11 IA 1 ls. Gatelee Fox. Plea for recognition on behalf 

e £ e éf ocals. ateiee > 

, aC — , of Paramount workers dismissed. 


refused to meet with USTG reps, but 


; A : The Federation of 
discussed the situation privately with 


Screen Cartoon- | 


if this union | 


Kennedy in FBO and, later on, | 
| Pathe, in high capacities, has joined 
Paramount as coordinator for that 
company of its data-gathering ac- 
tivity. He is also sitting in with 
major executives at meetings held 
at the Hays office, these having 
been numerous of late, and also at 


artists, and | 
| 


PICTURES 





VARIETY a 








U.S. SUIT A COST 


‘STARTING NOW, 


—_— -— 


Theatre Dept. Accountants, 
Statistical Experts, CPAs 





Y BUGABOO 





Majors Get a Preview of Voluminous 


MANY DETAILS 


and the Like—Not to Men- | 


tion the Lawyers — Will 
Run Into the Millions Pre- 


paring the Defense—Must 


Report to Uncle Sam Even 
Now—Pat Scollard In 





NOV. TRIAL DATE 


Faced with the prospect of an 


early trial of the U. S. 
suit, distributing companies and 
their theatre departments, account- 
ants, statistical experts and others 


are beginning to set a hectic pace 
in the compiling of data of various 
kinds, the holding of many meet- 
ings, discussion of defense moves 
eic. Meantime, the cost of perform- 
ing this work is mounting to what | 
it is claimed will be a monumental | 
figure, 

Aside from will | 


what attorneys 


drag down in defense of the Gov-} 


ernment suit, the maze of account- 





estimony in Philadelphia Anti-Trust 


Suit by One Indie Vs. WB, Et. Al 


+ 





WURTZEL’S VACATION 


Well 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
The Philadelphia manager of every 
| maj xchang y > 
Ahead on Production—John ns ae us ye ge Bi 
Stone Will Be in Charge Sie agg ver aes 








| here last week to give the dis- 
tributors zyenero retas 
Hollywood, Aug. imate a generous foretaste of 
- | what they may expect should the 
Having completed eight of 28 pic- | Government's monopoly suit ever 
tures on his 20th-Fox production come to trial. Branch managers 


schedule for 1939-40, Sol Wurtzel is| were forced to give three days of 
: testim< , . ; oY > j 
| putting six more before the cam- 7 nony as te — mag details of 
heir contracts with the Warner cir- 
eras this : va- t 
| era: this month and will then ;cuit. And the already voluminous 
cation, ;record will be continued from 


anti-trust : 


John Stone, associate producer where they left off next month, when 
with Wurtzel, will be in charge dur- the national salesmanager of every 
é : {major distributor is subpoenad to 
f atter i x pe : 
ing the latter’s holiday take the stand here. 
Undoubtedly only second in its 





far-reaching import to the suit by 
the Department of Justice itself, 
my 8 this action by the owners of the 


| 
} 
| 
' 


ing work, extra help to perform it, | 


and the inability of various persons 
with the majors to take care of their 
regular 


suit, is adding steeply to the over- 
head at a time when worry is be- 
ginning to set in as to how the bill 


will be paid. 

In addition to piling a heavy job 
on Price, Waterhouse & Co., the ac- 
countaney firm, much extra help is 


being hired to perform the work 
caused by the Government action. 
C. J. (Pat) Scollard, a former Jo- 


seph P. Kennedy associate, and with 


discussion of 
inning of 


conferences in Par for 
progress being made, pl 
moves, etc 


The job of meet ng the U. S 

is greatest for the majers which con- 
{trol theatres, these being Para- 
mount, Loew's, Warner Bros., 20th- 
Fox and RKO, than for the othe 
though the latter are vitally con- 


| 


William Walsh, NLRB attorney, who | ists and the Society of Motion Pic-| 
said efforts to settle differences be- | ‘UTe i meOre wih eed 
tween the two unions will continue. | P'®® _ ee saeey =a, rer 
Producers were represented by Men- | @¢nce showed Editors Society pre- 
del Silberberg and Alfred Wright, ferred by alt 15 eligible workers, 
attorneys. Howard S. Robertson, | “ hile Cartoonists Federation repre- 


sented 568 of 602 production work- 


Harold I 


ha, ¥ 
haries J, 


Besbeck and Attorney 
Katz appeared for USTG. | ©°s. 
Screen Publici 


the pipeline for 


ts Guild was named 


flacks at nine studios 


Agents Ignore ‘Stop-Gap’ 


. RKO, Columbia, Universal, Metro, 
C lause; SAG Squawks 20th-Fox, Paramount. Warners, 


cerned about the divorcement angle 


|since they are customers of the big 

: 

producers with their own theatres. 
Must Check in Every Month 
In addition to the compilation of 

lan almost endless amount of sta- 


Film agents are ignoring agree- R mach al 1 Gold a yn, with petition 
ment between the Screen Ac tore | 29 : orkers at Se mick and Prin- 
Guild and Artists Managers Guild | ©!Pa! tossed out. Guld Is bargaining 
calling for inclusion of a ‘stopgap’ | 28°! for unit men, feature w r ters, 
clause in all new contracts with ac- | ?°*! ‘e ERHACS THER, BFS % yoning 
tors clients Discovery that many ‘°P* © tors. trailer men and adver- 
pacts being sent to the State Labor °!"S met the publicity depart- 
“+ yehnemnngd for okay did not carry ' Snanlhe Os Angeles Savers 
this clause resulted in a protest be- = ” * —— 3% ; eng —s 

( red < = 


ing filed w ith the. AMG. Tops agreed 
to correct Situation, and are said to 
have cautioned members that no new 
Contracts should be drafted or old 
ones rewritten without carrying this 
Provision, 

Simultaneously the SAG warned 
that actors signing a contract with- 
out this clause are liable to suspen- 
sion since the agreement has already 
been approved by the SAG member- 
Ship. 

‘Stop-gap’ clause provides that any 
Contract written since licensing pro- 
stam was announced by the SAG 


Lawrence W. Fox, Jr., To 

’ ¥ 7 
Produce Cartoon Series 
General Film Co., 
Fox, Jr., president, is going into the 
shorts production field and 
plans to issue a series of animated 
cartoons in color, at the rate of one 
a month. (C 
a series of 


elephant. 


subject 


kiddie yarns 


will Rights to the ‘Barbar’ books by 
st be made to conform with any Jean de Brunhoff have been ac- 
sndard pact approved by the actors quired by General Film from Ran- 


¥ 
oa the licensing agreement actu- 
y becomes operative. 


MG committee has been meet- 


dom House, Inc. Fox 
gage a staff of animators and pro- 
duction of the will be either 
the Coast, depending on 
required artists 


series 


ing almost nightly in an effort to in N. Y. or 
Visions to proposed contract 
(Continued on page 27) signed 


draft re the 


where 


tistics and facts 
now oper: 


concerning tne thea- 
ated by majors, the 


under’ wh 


tres 


circumstances 


quired, etc., the major chains have 
been forced to make a mont! re- 
nort to the Department of J e 
concerning any change in the tua- 
mn JUSt t i are 
} yn ewa ) | } 
TI report must be n > by 
WB. 20th-Fox, RKO and L 
the 10th of every month a d 
self e alisS I 1c] ex i 
eke e nig nafré fo > i 
nt stat + g ¢ \ 
ne ind others f t 
| includes all lata oO! t 
whether in or out of the compa 
now, from 1932 down to the pres- 
ent. This has necessitated digging 


Lawrence W.! 


‘artoons will be based on | 
featuring an | 


intends to en- | 


can be 


files for the 


duties due to the necessity | 
of confining themselves to the U. S. | 


| Landis theatre, Vineland, N. J., 
the eight majors, their af- 
companies and the Warner 


against 
| cireuit, was prepared following 


, lengthy confabs with the attorney- 


| general's office in Washington. It is 
/certain to wind up in the U. S. Su- 
| preme Court. 


Much testimony which Judge Wil- 
liam H,. Kirkpatrick 





plainly con- 
| sidered damaging according to the 
Paul Williams, after several con-| tenor of his remarks was given by 


ferences with major company attor- | the 
neys in New York, has been unable! cro 


exchange managers 
-examination of 


under the 
State Senator 


to agree on a date for trial of the; Harry Shapiro and his assistant, 
Government anti-trust action against | Willlam Rudenko, representing the 
| the major film companies. The U.S.| Landis. The facts which Shapiro 


| of inability 


application for a preference will be} and R 


tudenko are using in this case 
heard by Senior Federal Judge John! were prepared for 


( another one in 
C. Knox in his chambers Thursday | which they were the counsel last 
(3) | fall. That ended suddenly when the 


It is expected that the major com- | Warner 
panies will oppose the request for a/ the 
Nov. 1 start of trial, on the grounds nined to see this one through, 

to be ready to defend however, and have an _ explicit 

at that time. igreement that in no case are the 

Williams is ready now to present, owners of the Landis to accept over- 

and expects to be prepared | tires of and 
to serve his supplemental bill of par- | their complaint. 

ri by Oct. 1, one month before City Fathers Back Exhib 

trial, Land case has several 
angles which promise to 

lache 


LINDA WARE’S FATHER ‘i: t : that Fh nig be arr ec 


circuit decided to appease 
exhib involved. Attorneys are 


dete 


themselves 


hie pac eanniliat? *4 
his case, conciliation withdraw 


unique 


five de- 


business men of the town, as well 
DENIED GUARDIANSHIP ®,'°> owners, are ptaintists in the 
iit on the basis that Warner’s 
mopoly is injuring the community 
Detroit, Aug. 1 Second that not only violations 
Probate Judge Patrick H. O’Brien Of | Sherman and Clayton anti- 
terday (Monday) denied the pe-/|' t acts are being claimed, as in 
tition of George Stillwagon, a steel , PS! ts, but a aew law never be 
worker, for guardianship of his) f%re invoked in a film case he 

daughter, Linda Ware, who film-de- Robinson-Patman anti-p > d 

buts in Paramount’s ‘Star Maker.’, crin i 1 act, is being invoked, 
After weeks of hearings, the jurist L, week’s hearing was on @ 
ruled that the father had recognized plea for a_preliminay injunction 
jurisdiction of California’s courts, Restraining order demanded asks 
last October when the juvenile siiig- fo 1 free market in Vineland, with 
er was made a ward of the state un al] ‘arance abolished so that the 
| he should choose her own Land and either of the two WB 
suardian when she reached the a 4s ) n play day-and-date if the 
14 e is iarged. It also ks 
] May 31, when she reached that Warners be forced out of the 
14th birthday, she chose he: ) ex! ting pictures there 
Mrs. Anna Stillwagon, of I t h hat distribut ind 
\ is her guardiar The e t vy the ’ c 2 

t here, b which he id ’ ‘ . t of all the « ¥ 
1 to 1 another ‘Jackie | C ted to pla e WB 
) Oo F reddie Bartholomev , n the hand of a trustee 
caused Paramount to cancel | f 

( ed world preem of ‘Sta: Fo ) , the der oY n the in- 

ait the Mic higar thes e | j ) S iro 1id, action for 

f kidnap fears be f 
- Only ehense. on Stand 

. - . Judee Kirkpatrick allow?2d only 
Name Florence George ‘fense witnesses to take the stand 
ist week and only for cross-ex- 


In Home-Town Realty Suit yn, The same rule will apply 


linto old records and Springfield, O., Aug. 1 nonth when the salesmanagers 
purpose of making reports on thea- Screen actress Florence George— 32 renuired to produce all of their 
tres for the past seven years, re- Catherine Guthrie to localites—has nat onal contracts and the iniericck. 
vardless of what happened to them. been named defendant in a suit by ing contracts between distribution 
It includes data on houses which the Home Owners’ Loan Corp. to and exhibition affiliates throughout 
have since been dropped by chains.) foreclose a mortgage on her Spring- | the country. Shapiro proposes to 
in some cases rebuilt by others or field property. She was married a show that they have divided the U. 
torn down altogether. ‘w weeks ago to Bing Crosby's S. into zones in which they have 
Midnight oil for legal and ac-. brother, Everett. rive each other monopolies and 
counting staffs, the hiring of extra Miss George’s father, George T. ©4n force indie exhibs cut ef busi- 
help and great inroads on the time Guthrie. and his wife Maude, of mess 
of men in distribution, theatre Or West Los Angeles, were named the All testimony except cross-exam!- 
other departments, have been the principal defendants. She is lisfed nation will be placed in the record 
result. The sales departments have as an heir of his first wife, Florence, by a/Yidavit. First affidavits pro- 
men in the various excnanges alsO who died five years ago. duced last week were from 21 citi- 
gathering data ~ the defense of the The HOLC claims $7,163 due on zens of Vineland. They stated that 
(Continued on page 55) | the property. j iC tinued on page 27) 
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FP-Can. Mrs. Divvy $30,000 Melon 
- At Convention; Pushing Script Books 


. 





Niagara Falls, Aug. 1. 

Largest convention in the history 
of Famous Players-Canadian saw 
over 300 managers and executives 
gathered for a four-day stay at the 
General Brock here last week. It 
was the first time that the con- 
vention had ever been held at a 
point other than Toronto and the 
first time in 13 years that every 
member of the personnel, from the 
manager of the newest nabehouse 
to the ace deluxers, were gathered 
under the same roof. In 1926, they 
all got together when there were 
little more than a score of man- 
agers in FP-Canadian; for the cur- | 
rent gathering, nearly 200 managers | 
alone took advantage of the all-!| 
expense-paid accommodation. 

With the exception of two items, | 
the proceedings were mainly rou-| 
tine. Regional conferences, held} 
mornings and afternoons, discussed | 
problems peculiar to their areas and | 
listened to divisional managers and | 
visiting speakers. Among the latter 
were Barney Balaban (Par), Tom! 
Connors (M-G), Alec Moss (Par), 
Herman Wobber (20th), Arthur Lee | 
(GB), Jules Levy (RKO), Monroe | 
Greenthal (UA), Jack Cohn (Cel) 
William C. Gehring (20th), and 
Manny Fox (UA). 

Plug Anglo Films 


Because of the loss of markets in 
Germany, Italy and Russia, spokes- 
men for American and British pro- 
ducers told the convention that the | 





] 


! dismiss 





Busman’s Holiday 





Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, new 
chairman of the State Board of 
Censors, takes her job more 
seriously than most members of 
the board in the past. She tries 
to view all the films herself, 
frequently being in the projec- 
tion room eight hours a day. 

Last week she revealed that 
she often attends a film theatre 
in her neighborhood at night 
‘for fun.’ 


TARKINGTONS 
B SUIT; ALSO | 
‘ALCATRAZ 











Federal Judge William Bondy in 
N. Y. Thursday (27) denied an ap-/; 
plication by Booth Tarkington to 
an $18,750 counterciaim 
against him, in connection with the 
author’s action against Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc. The judge also de- 
nied Tarkington’s requests to strike 
out the Warners’ answer, but did 


intention now is to concentrate on | &ant him a bill of particulars. 
greater pictures for the English-; Tarkington seeks an injunction, 
speaking world. |accounting of profits, and damages 
; : . ‘alleging the picture, ‘Penrod and 
Chief gathering, from the stand- | 4:°5!In8 yee 
point of popularity, was the distri- His Twin Brother,’ was not based on 





Irv Cobb Stricken 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Irvin S. Cobb was taken ill in 
San Francisco following collapse 
while attending the Bohemian club’s 
shindig. 

Plans for his appearance in Van 
Buren, Ark., for the preem of Par- 
amount’s ‘Our Leading Citizen’ has 
been called off. However he is suf- 
ficiently recovered to have gone 
back to his Santa Monica home, 


306 STARTING RENEWAL 
TALKS WITH N.Y. HOUSES 


With a two-year contract covering 
projectionists in most New York the- 
atres expiring this Labor Day, Joseph 
D. Basson, president of Local 306, 
Moving Picture Machine Operators, 
yesterday (Tues.) asked that a meet- 
ing be held next Monday (7) to dis- 
cuss a renewal. It is expected that 
another two-year deal will be sought, 
together with an increase in wage 
scales. 


Theatres concerned are all those 
operating in Greater New York ex- 
cepting the Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn. houses with which ne- 
gotiations are still in progress for a 
contract retroactive to last Septem- 
ber. A renewal was not reached and 
the operators in ITOA theatres have 
been going along from week-to-week 
since then at the 1938 scales. 

Loew circuit, RKO, Paramount, 
Warner Bros., Roxy, Music Hall and 
other theatres are concerned. 


Committee that will meet with 
Basson and his group Monday (7) is 
expected to include C. C. Moskowitz, 
of Loew’s; Major L, E. Thompson, 
RKO; Bob Weitman, managing di- 
rector of the Paramount; Willard C. 
Patterson, of Warner Bros., and pos- 





bution of profits in the managers’ | 
sharing plan. Total amount passed 
out for season was over $30,000 
with every manager participating on | 
a pro rata seating basis. It was, 
also announced that an extra bonus! 
of $5,000 has been posted for com- | 
petition over 
November on 


the same regional 


seating quota as exists under the | 
: Claims that it paid the author for the 


major annual sharing plan. 
As another 


‘any story of his, which is asserted |Sibly representatives of the *usic 


September-October- | : 
| Tarkington, with the character 


revenue-producing | 
drive, FP-Canadian proposes to con- | 


to be a violation of his agreement | 
witn Warners. He had previously 
allowed WB to make ‘Penrod’ films, | 
if based on his works. | 


Warners’ defense is that the large | 
number of ‘Penrod’ films that it has | 
made identified the company, not 
in 
the public mind. WB also counter- 


rights to certain works, already in | 
the public domain. 


centrate on script-book sales. This | Warners yesterday (Tues.) asked 
was a last-minute thought at the! Federal Judge Murray, Hulbert to 


Hall, Roxy and Rivoli. 


‘Seigel Takes On Four 


$750,000 Rep. Films 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Sol C. Seigel took over $3,000,000 
worth of production yesterday 
(Mon.) at Republic. Job consists of 
four $750,000 de luxe features for 
1939-40 program. Pictures are ‘Hit 





convention and will be worked out! have Katherine Moog furnish a bill 
in greater detail at headoffice de-!| of particulars in connection with her 
liberations, which will get underway | $75,000 action that ‘Confessions of a 
immediately. Plan is prompted by|Nazi Spy’ libels her through the 
the success during the past three | character Erika Wolf, played by Lya 


years of the Xmas gift plan where- 
by donors have been induced to give 
books of theatre tickets as a Xmas 
gesture. 


FP-Canadian executives discussing | 
this and other matters pertinent to} 


exhibitors were N. L. Nathanson, 
prez; J. J. Fitzgibbon, v.p. in charge 
of theatre operations; Clarence Rob- 
son, eastern divisional super; T. J. 
Bragg, sec-treas; R. W. Bolstad, 
comptroller; Jimmie R. Nairn, direc- 
tor of advertising and exploitation. 


banquet tendered to Fitzgibbon by 


the personnel of FP-Canadian, this | 


marking Fitzgibbon’s first public ap- 
pearance since his six months’ bout 
at the Mayo Clinic. He was presented 
with a sterling silver dinner set. 
Nathanson was also on the gift-re- 
ceiving end when the Coast manag- 
ers chipped in to bring him a totem 
pole of carved black slate, the others 
presenting him with an _ all-steel 
model of the Bluenose, Atlantic tiile- 
holding schooner. 


Guest speakers at these banquets 


included Premier Hepburn, Colonel 
George Drew, leader of the Conserva- 
tive party; Major John Bassett, pub- 
lisher of the Montreal Gazette, and 
Mayor Carl Hanniwe!l!, who met 
incoming specials. 


US. to 0.0. All Service Pix 


Hollywood, Aug. }. 
Warner Bros. has been notified by 
Lieut. Commander George Gelly 


all 








that he’s here from Washington to | 


confer on forthcoming Coast Guard 
yarns. 

All service scripts must 
proved by Uncle Sam. 


be ap- 





Push Reagan Series 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Secret Service series, starring 
Ronald Reagan, will be continued at 


Warners, as a result of a b.o. check- | 


Warners’ 


ea x | film is based on an original story by 
One enthusiastic gathering was the | 


| Lys. 
WB ‘Alcatraz’ Suit 
Narner Bros. Pictures, Inc., en- 

tiered a general denial in N. Y. Fed- 

era: court Monday (31) to the suit 

of Milton Herbert Gropper, alleg- 
|ing plagiarism of his story, ‘Ex- 
| Racketeer’ 
| ‘Alcatraz Island.’ An injunction, ac- 
| counting of profits and damages are 

asked. 
denial states that its 
| Crane Wilbur, that the plaintiff's 
| story is in the public domain, that 
the plaintiff is guilty of laches, and 
| that he hag no cause of action. WB 
| seeks a dismissal. 


ELECT EXHIB MAYOR 











St. Louis, Aug. 1. 
Rex P. Barrett, owner and op- 
erator of the Uptown and Boone 
theatres in Columbia, Mo., and who 
| indulges in politics as a past time, 


last week was elected mayor of his | 


town defeating O. W. Boutwell, 
1,835 to 1,458. Barrett succeeds G. 
B. Sapp, who defeated him several 
months ago for the Democratic 
nomination for mayor, and then re- 
signed because of il! health 
serving only a few weeks. 

| This necessitated a special elec- 
| tion and Barrett, who had previous- 
ily been mayor, again filed. Bouth- 
| well, a Republican, filed as an in- 
| dependent candidate against Bar- 
| rett. 





| ° 
| Famine to Feast 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Margot Stevenson, Broadway legit 
actress who idled around Hollywood 
for a long time, is busier now than a 
six-day bike rider. 
Currently working in ‘Philo Vance 


in the defendant's film, | 


OF COLUMBIA, MO. 


after | 


Parade of 1940,’ ‘Lady From New 
Orleans,’ ‘Seven Million Dollars’ and 
‘Dark Command.’ 

New production setup, outlined by 
Moe J. Seigel after a huddle with 
Herbert Yates in New York, con- 
signs three $500,000 features each to 
Armand Schaefer and Herman 
Schiom. Schaefer draws ‘Wagons 
Westward,’ ‘National Barn Dance’ 
and ‘Storm Over India.’ Schlom gets 
‘Tillie the Toiler,” ‘Doctors Don’t 
Tell’ and ‘The Crooked Road.’ 





| Tyrone-Annabella 
Presented to Pope 


Rome, July 22. 

Tyrone Power and Annabella’s 
look-see at Italy’s Hollywood, Cine- 
| citta, coupled with a presentation to 
| the Pope, marked the high spots of 
their Rome sojourn. 

They arrived in Italy last week, 
and after a quick look at Naples, 
| came here, where Bruno Fux, head 
| of local 20th-Fox office, took them 
| under his wing. 








QUICKIE CAVALCADE 


Columbia Showing Shots of 38 Early 
Silent Stars in Snapshots 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

| Columbia is pulling a quickie cav- 
j}aleade to celebrate the 18th birth- 
| day of Screen Snapshots, oldest of 
shorts. 
silent stars as they appeared in early 
| Snapshots. 

| Among them are Mary Pickford, 
' Douglas Fairbanks, Francis X. Bush- 
/man, Beverly Bayne, Rudolph Val- 
;entino, Norma and Constance Tal- 
| madge, Mabel Normand, Lew Cody, 
| Clara Kimball Young, Charles Ray, 
Dorothy and Lillian Gish, Wiiliam 
S. Hart and Betty Blythe, with Noah 
| Beery, Sr., narrating. 


Tone Back in Pix 


| Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
| Franchot Tone returned to picture 
; work yesterday (Mon.) as co-star 
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Reformed 


Mason City, Ia., Aug. 1. 

One of those numerous road- 

side evangelists has opened his 

tent show here, with the billing 

for his Billy Sundaying act as 
follows: 


J. ARNOLD LEWIS 
REFORMED THEATRE 
MANAGER 


ATLAS LISTS 
PIX STOCKS: 
DIVIDENDS 








Atlas Corp. and its subsidiaries 
showed net income of $569,257 for 
the six months ending June 30. In- 
come was represented by $460,806 
received in dividends a:id $119,541 in 
interest. Total operating expenses 
were $88,642 for the period. 

Company’s statement to stockhold- 
ers said that ‘prompt compleiion of 
the reorganization of Radio-Keiih- 
Orpheum Corp. is now expected, the 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals on 


Garland-Rooney’s Capitol (N.Y.) PAs | 
May Mean Other 


M-G Star Personals 


> 





Setting of a joint personal by Judy 


Garland and. Micke Web caress at the 
Capitol, New York, starting Aug, 17 
for a run with ‘The Wizard of 0,’ 
(M-G), will probably be the fore- 
runner of a plan to showcase Metro 
film stars whenever possible on @ 
Broadway stage. That's as far as 
the stage show plans at the Capitol 
go, however, there being no desire 
within Loew’s for a continuous live 
talent policy for the house. 

A deal with the stagehands has 
not yet been set for the Garland. 
Rooney p. a., and upon this hinges 
whether the house will also employ 
a band those weeks. If favorable 
terms can be reached, the juve stars 
will probably work in front of a non. 
name orch set on the stage. Other- 
wise, they’ll just do a walk-on. 

Idea of showcasing Metro stars on 
Broadway was first broached last 
winter, when Charles C. Moskowitz, 
general manager of Loew’s, was on 
the Coast. Plan has been in a 
nebulous state since then, taking 
; concrete form Only with the Gar- 
| land-Rooney booking. Kids come in 
| at their studio salaries, arriving in 
| N. Y., Aug. 13, for advance exploita- 
| tion purposes. 

Talk of a resumption of stage 
| shows at the Capitol has been around 
for some time, though Loew’s 
theatre operating execs have con- 
tinued to maintain that such would 
not be the case unless it became ab- 
| SOlutely necessary. It was figured 














July 19, 1939, having unanimously 'for a while within Loew’s that the 
affirmed the ruling of the district | house would relight its stage with 
court which approved and confirmed |the opening of the N. Y. World's 
the plan earlier this year.” Opera-/| Fair to snare the tourist trade, but 
tions of Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp. | this failed to eventuate. 


showed substantial improvement in Th ’ 
s : s: eatre’s grosses of late have bee 
first six months this year over 1938, | 8 e have been 


the report stated. 

Securities listed in the company’s 
portfolio included $1,459,224 worth 
of RKO 6% debentures due in 1941, 


considerably off, the stage show op- 
posish from the nearby Strand and 
Roxy theatres having much to do 
| With this as the usual summer slump. 
Cap has maintained the same admis- 


represented by full-paid certificates. ' sion scale sans shows as the Strand 
Also about $180,000 worih of addi- | with its vaudfilm. and hig F 


tional RKO 6% bonds. Company} the Roxy's. om 
also showed 4,300 shares of Para-| First UA Pic I : 

mount first preferred and 5,000 os Pic Inte Cap 
shares of second preferred in its| Not on the friendliest of terms of 
portfolio. RKO also showed 7,000 | late, United Artists and Radio City 


shares of General Theatres. 17.400 | Music Hall, N. Y., have reached an 


shares of RKO common and 310,412 
shares of the same that are repre- 
sented by full-paid certificates. All 
of these were included in its port- 
folio as of June 30 last. 

Radio Corp. of America declared 
its usual quarterly dividends on two 
preferred issues outstanding last 
week, declarations covering the 
quarter from July 1 to Sept. 30. The 


8744c declared on the first preferred | 


maintains the $38.50 annual rate. The 


divvy of $1.25 on the Preferred B, | 


most of which has been exchanged 
for the new preference stock, is at 
the rate payments have been made 


recently. Both dividends are pay- | 
iable Sept. 30 to stock on record, 
Sept. 8. 


Loew’s, Inc., directors scheduled to 


meet today (Wed.) in regular month- | 


ly session if a quorum of members 


can be obtained. No action on divi- | 
session. | 
direc- | 


dends is scheduled at this 
Columbia Broadcasting Co. 
torate also is slated to meet today, 

Keith - Albee - Orpheum directors 
week declared another $1.75 
dividend on the 7% cumulative con- 
vertible preferred stock, covering 
the quarter ended Dec. 31, 1936. Last 
divvy declared also was for the same 
amount. Dividend is payable Oct. 2 
to stock on record, Sept. 15. 


G.T.E. Earnings Went 
35% for Taxes Alone 


Washington, Aug. 1. | 
Taxes gobbled 32% of the earn-| 


last 


} 





Anniversary reel shows 38 | 
|of the load on American 





ings of General Theatres Equipment 
Corp., according to a special study 
industry 
just completed by American Federa. | 
tion of Investors. 

One of several dozen firms report- | 
ing their tax payments, the supply 
company said its burden was 40c per | 
Share of stock, $41 per stockholder 
and $270 per employee. Tax pay- | 
ments nearly half of dividenas, | 
which were $1 a share. With a net) 
after taxes of $507,267, G.T.E. forked 
over $239,000 to revenue men. | 

General Theatres Equipment Corp. | 
and subsidiaries showed a net profit | 
of $328,230 for the first six months | 
this year, equal to 55¢ per share. | 
This compares with $315,184 or 53¢ | 
a share for the first half in 1938, 
The net profit for the second quar- 


open breach, with ‘Four Feathers,’ 
which was to have gone into the 
Hall, being shifted to the Capitol in- 
stead. It opens at the Cap tomorrow 
(Thurs.), the first from UA to have 
ever played the house. 


Deal to cover ‘Feathers’ was 
closed by Joe Vogel, for Loew's, and 
Harry Gold, eastern division mgr. of 
UA, with the inference strong that 
this inaugurates an important change 
in the first-run situation for UA on 
Broadway. It may mean additional 
| UA films will become available to 


| the Cap, although UA has the Rivoli 


' 
} 
' 
| 
! 


on Broadway as an outlet for its 
product. That house reopened a 
| week ago with Sam Goldwyn’s ‘They 
Shall Have Music,’ which also was 
first offered to the Music Hall. 
Latter had agreed to play ‘Feathers,’ 
| it is claimed, and had penciled the 
film for Aug. i0. Hall currently 
holds ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA), which 
followed two weeks of ‘Man in Iron 
Mask,’ another UA release. 
Formerly the Rivoli had a long- 
term franchise on UA _ pictures. 
When this deal was up two .years 
ago, the Hall dropped 20th-Fox, with 
which it had a selective buy for sev- 
eral seasons, and began picking the 
cream from the UA program, leaving 
the rest of the product to the Riv or 
| other houses. Some of it went to the 
| Globe. 
| The Capitol, show-window for the 
Metro product, has been an in-and- 
(outer this season with that com- 
pany’s pictures. Any deal that might 
be closed to select a few pictures 
from the UA program for Loews 
might serve as a protection for the 
Cap against weeks when Metro itself 


| didn't have pictures ready which it 


wanted to play there. The Loew cil- 
cuit, one of UA’s biggest customers, 
has a franchise on the UA pictures 


covering all its metropolitan New 
| York houses. For many years now It 


has picked up all UA film following 
the first-rin downtown engagement, 
whether it has been at the Hall, 
Rivoli or elsewhere. 





COAST GUARD BUILDUP 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
History cf the U. S. Coast Guard 
Academy at New London is the bas!s 


ca of ‘Men ea,” to be pro- 
up. Comes Back,’ she is oiling up her} with Ann Sothern in ‘Fast and Fu-|ter, ending June 30, amounted to! duced Ng Fl Foy’ at Warners 
Scripters are working on an un- bicycle for a concurrent job as rious’ at Metro. | $182,686 or 3le per: share. This! with Vincent Sherman as pilot. 
titled yarn to follow ‘Smashing the Burgess Meredith’s wife in ‘20,000; Fred Stephani produces and Busby |compares with $194.920 or 232c a! Phil Regan Humphrey Bogart and 
Money Ring,’ recently finished. Years in Sing Sing.’ Berkeley directs. share for the June quarter last year. Lya Lys head the cast ° 
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Good Girls -Vallee 


Dandy $41,000 


In Chi; Evelyn Brent-Harry Fox Aid 


Conquest’ 156, ‘Allen’-Vaude 126: 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Just an 
the loop currently, 
flock of holdovers, 
velt, United Artists, 
Lake and 
peaters. 
Best 


due mainly to a 
with the Roose- 
Oriental, State- 


strength of the loop is the 
Chicago where Rudy Vallee on the 
stage is garnering big coin for the 
Balaban & Katz flagship. Vallee has 
been around town many times, but 
each appearance accounts for biz. 
Oriental is double-featuring again 
this week, and ‘Man of Conquest’ 
augurs good boxoifice ability in this 
house. On stage .are Evelyn Brent 
and Harry Fox who must also be 


credited for a goodly portion of the | 


neat gross in prospect. 

‘Mr. Chips’ continues to roll along 
and is now in its sixth session in the 
Apollo, and according to indications 
will stick around for a few more | 
stanzas, a been a highly prof- | 
itable entry for the theatre. 

‘Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ goes 
{nto a second week in the United 
Artists opening session’s neat 
take 


after 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B.&K.) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—Chios’ (M-G) (6th wk.). Hold- 
ing th in good shape to fine $5,500 
ecurrenily. Last week came through 
to excellent $5,100. 

Chicago (B.&K.) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—Good Girls’ (Col) and stage show. 
Rudy Vallee is the big boxoffice item 
and on his appearance will bring in 
a corking $41,000. Last week ‘Daugh- 
ters’ (WB) snagged a smashing $39,- 
200 

Garrick (B.&K.) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—§,.00 Enemies’ (M-G). Strictly a 
filler and won’t get far, so-so at $3,- 
§00. Last week, ‘Fiddle’ 
okay $4,500 for 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Bridal’ (M-G) 
plus vaude. Good week in prospect 
and heade! for a neat $15,000. 
week also okay at $13,400 for 
illa’ (20th) i ‘Exile’ (GN). 

Roosevelt (B.&K.) (1,500; 35-55- 
65-75)—‘Daughters’ (WB). Moved 
here from big Chicago session and 
going ahead in excellent fashion cur- 
rently to $8,500. Last week, ‘Susan- 
nah’ (20th) pitiful at $5,500. 

State-Lake (B.&K.) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Allen Murder’ (Par) and _ vaude. 
Fair take in the offing at $12,000. 
Last week 
for ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). 

United Artists (B.&K.-M-G) (1,- 
700; 35-55-65-75) —‘Hardyv Spring 
Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk Had 
isfying initial take of $14,000 but 
Bliding currently to $8,000, although 
all right 


Fleet’s in § Seattle, But No 
Biz; ‘Carnival’ OK $5,000 


Seattle, Aug. 1 
Potlat ind fleet week, with some 
thousands of sailors in the town, as 
well as visitors from about the west- 


ern part of 


state, isn’t doing so much 
for the tt 


eatres, due to so many out- 


Bide attr iciions, 

Some rumors about the burg on 
changes of policy at one or two 
houses, with stage shows linked 
therewith. Palomar has been doing 
well with vaude and pix attractions 


there will soon be stepped up. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Tlam 
(850. 27-37-42) ‘Second _ Fiddle’ 
(20th) and ‘Almost Gentleman’ 
(RKO» Former moveover from 
Fifth Ave Expect good $2.000. Last 
week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and 


ick-Evergreen ) 


‘Son 2» Like Hot’ (Par), tive days, 
$1,700 ) : 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 11-27-32) ‘Captain Furv’ 
(UA) and ‘Gorilla’ (20th) (2d run) 
Head a for fair $2,400, Last week 
Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Within 
Law’ (M-G). $2,200, slow. 
et Olonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21) 
Hom Cide Girl’ (Col) and oo 


Rhythm’ (¢ N). 
Outlaw’ «R 
Marry’ 


split with ‘Wyoming 


ep) and ‘Should Girl 


(Mono), Anticipated fair $1,- 
900. Last week, ‘Street Pilot’ (Mono) 


anc ‘Man Sundown’ 
Racketeey; Range’ 
bag “lal (WB). 


Slow $1,600. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
8reen) (2.549: 27-37 


27-37-42)—‘Daughters 
Courazeous’ iw B) 
Octor’ (Par). 
400. Last 


(Col) snlit with 
(RKO) and 


and ‘Undercover 
Indicated good $6,- 
(2011 week, ‘Second Fiddle’ 
<Oth) and ‘Could Happen Again’ 
(2 Ot h), second w eek, $3,900, okay. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 21-32-42)— 
inter Carnival’ (UA). and 
Trapned Sky’ (Col). Looks like 
890d $5,000. Last week, ‘Blind Alley’ 
ol} and ‘Romance Redwoods’ 
(Col), slow $2,700, 
attest by (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(Sti bg (-42)-——‘Mr, Chips’ (M-G) 
it 1 wk). Still drawing, big $3.900 
1 sight currently. Last week, same 
film, $3,500 good, 
(Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
600; 27-37-42)—‘Frontier Marshal’ 


(20; “ 
<Uth) and ‘Big Town Czar’ (U), 9 


P . P ° . | 
ordinary flickér lineup in | 


Apollo all showing re- | 


(20th) took | 
second loop gallop. | 
25-40 )— | 


Last | 
‘Gor- | 


about the same at $12,800 | 


a sat- | 


+ — 





| days. Paced for 
week, ‘Career’ 
Champ’ (U), dropped after 
days, $1,500, very poor. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 16-27- 


$3,700, 
(RKO) 


fair. 
and 
four slow 


37-42) — ‘Should Husbands Work’ 

| (Rep) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), plus 

vaude, Expect good $4,000. Last 

| week, ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and 

| ‘Sweepstakes’ (WB), plus vaude, oke 

| $4,400. 

| Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
| (3.049; 27-37-42) —- ‘Hardy Fever’ 

| (M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Inside Informa- 


j tion’ (U). Indicate sood $4,100. 
| Last week, ‘Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Chas- 
jing Danger’ (20th), dandy $6,700. 

| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
| 32)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Looking for 
okay $2,000. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ 


| (WB) and ‘Family 
$1,700, no ) dice. 


ROONEY SLICK 
518,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, 


Next Door’ (U) 


Aug. 1. 


_ ‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ 
IS spurting ahead of the fieid cur- 
rently, with ‘Iron Mask’ following 


along as an excellent runner-up. 
Elsewhere business remains at sum- 
mer levels, to dull, 

Shea (Par) relinquished the Cen- 
tury Monday (31), with the house 
being taken over by Basil-Dipson 
under 25-lic policy. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3.500: 30-35-55) 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Holding up 
very strong and looks to come in 

$18,000 Last week, 


with puwerful 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA), Ozzie Nel- 


ranging from fair 





son and Harriett Hilliard in person, 
over $19,000 good 
Century (Basil-Dipson) (3.000; 25- 
~“Boy’s Reformatory’ (Col) and 
‘Hurricane’ (UA). Opened cold to- 
day (Tuesday) following termination 


of Shea lease. 


Temporary policy 


PICTURE GROSSES 


a iP 
| 


| 


i 
| 


Last 
‘EXx- | 











| land, 


| pending further announcement. Last 
|week, under Shea operation, ‘San | 
|Francisco’ (M-G) and ‘Petticoat 
|Fever’ (M-G) (reissues), mild $4,- | 
| OOO. 
| Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 30-50) 
—TIron Mask’ (UA) Should grab} 
| sweet $9,000, Last week, ‘Way South’ 
(RKO) and ‘Career’ (RKO), tepid | 
| $4,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Indi- 


fanapolis Speedway 


(WB) and | 


‘Drummond’ (Par) Perking up 
| slightly for fairish $4.500. Last week, 
|‘Island Lost Men’ (Par?) and ‘Cow-| 
{boy Quarterback’ (WB), very dis- 
| mal $3,600 


Lafayette (Havman) (3.300: 25-35) 
‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Street Miss- 


ing Men’ (Rep). Good enough sum- 
mer takings at ove) $4 500 Last 
week, ‘Top Hat’ (RKO) and ‘Human 
Bondage’ (RKO) (reissues), fairish 
$4. 800 


‘Chips’ 2d, $8,500 Sull 
Tops Mont’!; Heat Hurts 


VLo ea Aug. 1 

Goodbve, M Chip in second 
week at 4 ‘ s still the onl 
standout in ) } 
likely $8,500 s fo s ynd 
Se l 

Balance are f ! 1 y 6 
WO L? i ) < ) “4 i 
t it ‘ } 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace G 4 ) 9-45-55 
B | ’ M-G I 

) ) » § 00 
‘Second F é Nth) weak $3.000 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) ‘Un- 
exnecte iy (Ti a } Forgotten 
Wo ag. t to ) 
$3.000. s ] Stronage 
Des re’ (M-G?) and & ) Q arte 
back’ (WB). voor $2.500 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800: 30-40-60 )—‘Mr. 
Chins’ (M-Gi (2d wk) Excellent 
$8.500 in sient after socko $11,500 


saa te 
ypening Week 


Princess (CT) (2.300: 25-34-50)- 
‘Career’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Strikes 
Back’ (RKO). Middling $2,500. Last 
week, ‘South Riding’ (Brit) 1 ‘Dis- 


honor Bright’ (Brit), weak $2.0900. 
Orpheum (Ind) a 100; 25-40-50)— 
Vinter Carnival’ UA) and ‘Girl 

}and Gam! ; (RKO) Pacing for 

nossible $2,500, so00d Last week. 


‘Smilin’ Along’ (Brit) and ‘Pardon 


Nerve’ (Brit), $1.000. poor. 


j; and 


Cinema de Paris ‘France-Film) 
(600: 25-56)—‘Femme du Boulanger’ | 
(7th wk). This summer fixture is | 


pickin up around $790 a weck, 


nearly meeting expenses. 
St. Denis ‘France-Film) (2.300; | 
23-34)—‘Marthe Richard’ and ‘Deux 
de la Reserve,’ dual Hoping for 
$2,500, good enough. Last week, ‘Le 
Schpountz’ and ‘L’Assassin est Parmi 
Nous,’ $2,400, tair hot sather gross 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Aug. 3 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mf o 
(M-G) (12th wk.) 
Capitol—‘Four Feathers’ (UA 
(Reviewed in Varirry, April 26 
Criterion—They Ail Come 
Out’ (M-G) (2). 
(Reviewed in Vartery. July 5 
Globe—'I Stole a Million’ (U 
(5). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 19 
Music Hall—In Name Only 
(RKO). 
Paramount—F 





Be iu G 2ST 
(Par) (2). 
(Reviewed in Vagiety, July 25 
Rialto—‘Mutiny on the Black- 
hawk’ (U) (1). 
Rivoli—‘They Shall Have Mu- 


sic (UA) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘Stanley and = Living- 
stone’ (20th) (4). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue 

Strand—‘Each Dawn I[ Die’ 
(WB) (3d wk.) 

Week of Aug. 19 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips 
(M-G) (13th wk.) 

Capitol—‘Four Feathers’ («UA 
(2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Miracles far Sale’ 
(M-G) (9). 

Globe—Parents on Trial 
(Col) (12). 


Music Hall—‘Golden Boy’ 
(Col). 
Paramount—‘ Beau Geste’ 


(Par) (2d wk.). 
Rialto—‘Bad 
(8). 
Rivoli—‘They Shall Have Mu- 
sic (UA) (3d wk.). 
Roxy—‘Stanley and 
stone’ (20th) (2d wk. 
Strand—‘Old Maid’ (WB) (11). 


K. C. SLOWS UP; 
MASK’ FAIR 
$10,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 1 


Lands’ (RKO> 


Living- 








Theatre row is easing off at the 
b.o. ‘Daughters Courageous,’ at the 
Newman, is in second week and ac- 
quitting itself generously _, Matinee 
biz buxom here, with night ynly 
average and femme trade pr: edomi- 


nating three to one. 

‘Man in the Iron Mask,’ at Mid- 
won’t equal the big bo. of 
‘Hardy’ last week. 

Heat wave was momentarily inter- 
rupted by slight showers, but tem- 
perature still most prominent part of 
area’s conversation, 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40) Un- 
expected Father’ (U). Film plugged 
by recent publicity on baby Sandy 


Around $6,700, some strength. Last 


week (2d), ‘Fiddle’ (20th), around 
$5.800; no complaints 

Midland (Loew’s) (3.575; 10-25-40) 
—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col). Companion feature here likel 
to push first feature on draw ’ 
powel Around $10,000, average 
Last week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and 


‘Clouds Et 
big 


Newman 


rope’ (Col), $16,000 


(Paramount? (1,900: 10 


25-40 )—‘*Dauchters Courageous’ + WB) 
(2d wk) Currently $5,000, d 
ng matinee returns; good First 


week strong $8,500. 


No Indpls. Expleitation; 
Rogers Gingery $8,500 


Indianapo \ I 

B l the ( ) to 
bout yrmal th A 
end business okay after ov 
was flooded out by a clou 
body is making any ) 
garner the coin, but instead 
pics pull ’em in 


it thes want to yme 
Loew’s is in top money again wit 
a dual bill of ‘On Borrowed T , 
‘Good Girls Go to Paris.’ Circle 
is nicely in the black with ‘Bachelo: 
Mother’ and ‘Career,’ with first pic 
given credit for the pull 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—Magnificent Fratid’ ‘Par?’ and 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (¢Par) sit 
better than average with $3,500. Last 
week. ‘Unexpected Father’ (U>) and 
‘Ex Champ’ (U), okay $3,400 


Circle (Katz-Doille) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)\—*Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
‘Career’ (RKO). Nifty $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 


‘Could Happen’ (20th) (2d wk), nice 
$5,400. 

Loew’s (2.400; 25-30-40) 
—Borrowed Time’ (M-G>) and ‘Girls 
Go Paris’ (Col). Both pies helpi 
to very good $19,000 Last week, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Stronger De 
(M-G), good $9,400 


(Loew's) 


| Friday (4) by 


| Duchin at the 


| within 





V. ARIET nes 





Bway B.0.s Bumpy; Heifetz Fairly 
Tuneful $20,000, ‘Winter’ Okay 756. 


Marshal 306, 


The sugar that gets the fly is 
pretty scarce around New York this 
veek. Only in a few 
s satisfying those who count 
and the pictures are 
apparently to blame, nothing else. 
A rainy, cloudy weekend kept most 
folks in town, Bui the vast.majority. 
found something else tc do but go 
the theatres. 


19 the coin. 


In the van of new pictures are 
‘Winter Carnival,’ ‘They Shall Have 
Music’ and ‘Frontier Marshal,’ none 
of which is working the cashiers 
overtime. 

Carnival’ will get around $75,000 

Music. Hall, fair, 
Heifetz picture which reopened the 


it the 


Rivoli last Wednesday (26) will top 
$20. 000, okay, on its first seven days 
id holds. Tne Riv is selling and ad- 


arty LO 


this picture to the utmost, 
taking much space in the dailies in 
an eifort to put it over for top coin. 
[t is proceeding steadily and may 
yuild. 
Roxy’s ‘Frontier 
330,000 tops. mild 
ifter one week, to be followed,on 
‘Stanley and Living- 


Marshal’ 


stone. 

Powerful boxoffice ermbination of 
the Cagney-Raft twain and Eddy 
Strand should come 
through to around $35,000, very good, 
on the holdover. The first week was 
inches of $50,000. Exceed- 
ingly hot weather the final 
days of the initial stanza kept the 
show from equalling or topping the 
record of $51,500. However, the 
‘ross of nearly $50.000 scored means 
greater strength this time of the 
year than the $51,500 did the week 


f Nov. 25, with the aid of a Thanks- 


g ng weekend 
“ th Due hin, 


goes 


a third week 


‘Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ winds 
»D a 16-day run tonight (Wed.) at 
the Capitol. The first week was 
$25,000 and the final nine days will | 
) about $14,000 for a reasonable 
yrofit on the engagement. ‘Four 
Feathers,” kicking around a long 
time now and penciled for the Music 


Hall, later being rubbed out 
is sold to the Cap aid onens here 
tomorrow (Thurs. ) It will be 
first United Artists picture to play 
the he yuuse. A $15,000 ad campaign 
fix Full 

ai itation to Happiness’ and Fats 
Waller look about $17,500 for the 
State, fair enough with the way the 
house overhead is scaled down for 
the summer 
Paramount ch 
(Wed.). opening ‘Beau Geste,’ 1939- 
icture on pre-release, with Phil 
Snitalny on the stage. A preview of 
last night (Tues.) helped the 
take to $28.000 on the second (final) 
week of ‘Magnificent Fraud’ and 
Bob Hone, light, but okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1.012: 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (12th week). For consistency, 
th no equal. The 1lth 
veek ending Monday night (31) was 
312.000 again, the same as for the 

I almost to the 


two prior WeeKS 


today 


inges shows 


‘ ion? 
reste 


s picture h 


520: 95-35-55-85-%1.25) 

(M-G) (2d 
» $25,000 the first 
the final nine davs on the 
holdover. un tonight (Wed.), will be 


Canitol (4 
‘Hat Svring Fever’ 


ynother $14.000 or so for agreesble 
thouch not heavv profit ‘Fou 
sathers’ (Koran-UA) opens tomor- 
yy morning (Thurs.) 
oti ile (1 §62-: 25-40-55) —Hman 
Bondoave’ (RKO) (reissue) Hit of 
the 1939-24 eason is turning t 
) ly to the profit col ’ 
$9 OOF hect iv) y 
I ek *T M 
Pe HON very | } 0 
(lobe 1274 25-40-55)—W 
ito ono) May $5500 
I tv Ie ‘TY 1 Me si No 
(All). $6.0900. ok 
Palace (1.700: 25-35-55)—‘Bachelor 
(RKO) (1st t ) na 
(RKO) (st run) loubled 
Ton nicture accounting mostly for 
2 fairl nd $8000. Lact week 
Nouchters Courageous? (WR) ard 
Moto Takes Vacation’ (9th). both 
second run. $7.200 on eicht davs 


Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Beau Geste’ (Par) and Phil 


Spitalny. Opens today (Wed.). The 
cond week of —— ficent Fraud’ 
Dar) aa Boh Hone. plus the Woody 


ur << G92 00 
Herman band and othe S, RB O00. not 
faney, but satisfactory. after a first 


rek’s take of $40.000 Hone credited 
maioritv of the business. 

Radio Citv Musie Hall (45980: 49- 
5-34-99-$165) — ‘Winter Carnival’ 
TA) and stave show Countun 
looks about $75.000. fairish. Last 
weelr, second for ‘Man in Iron Mask’ 
TTA). trade built to a snapnv $76.- 
AM following a first seven dovs of 
$92 000 ‘In Name Only’ (RKO?) 
mens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750° 95-40-55 )— 
RBlarlkthawtk’ (TY) 


‘Mitt inv on 


Onened here voc. 
terday (T ec ) after aw ele of H i 


, | 7 , . 
Fat > (¢ lb a $5,000 Sal 


instances is | 


while the | 


looks | 
business, ana out | 


‘Each Dawn I Die,’ | 
| 


there, | 


the | 


Die -Duchin 356 2d 


in London’ (RKO), beforé that, was 
$6,000, suitable 

Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
i Shall Have Music’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
| Second lap starts today (Wed.), fol- 
lowing a first seven days of over 
$20,000, not big but okay, aided by 
the campaign put on by the Rivoli 
|; management and UA. Theatre re- 
| opened with this picture on a glitter- 
ing preview Tuesday night (25) 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40- 55-75 —‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (20th) and stage show. The 
pace is slow with this one, $30.000 
tops, and only one week is the an- 
swer. Fourth (final) week of ‘Sec- 
ond Fiddle’ (20th) was $20,000. ‘Stan- 
ley and Livingstone’ (20th) comes in 
Friday (4) 

State (3.450: 35 -55- 75)—‘Invitation 
to Happiness’ (Par) and Fats Waller, 
others, on stage Possibly $17,500, 
|mildish. but okay for this time of 
| year and in view of fact ‘Invitation’ 
| was thoroughly milked on a three 
weeks’ engagement Ist run at the 
|Par. Last week ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) (2d 
/run) and Gertrude Niesen, Rita Rio 
}and Henny Youngman, $15,000, light, 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ (WB) and Eddy 
Duchin (2d wk.). On the holdover 
| maintaining fine strength for around 
| $35,000 and goes a third week. The 
first seven days, regardless of heat 
that set in around the stretch turn, 
was within a few dollars of $50,000, 
| sensational business for July and for 
/a house with so small a capacity. 


three | 


ROGERS, $19,000, 
HEFTY IN HUB 


Boston, Aug. 1 
Good biz all around, with ‘Andy 
Hardy, ‘Bachelor Mother’ and ‘Each 
Dawn I Die’ taking top coin. Trade 
is heavy enough to that 
‘Hardy’ and ‘Mother’ will hold over 
Estimates for This Wee 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; K ti )— 
‘Lady Mob’ (Col) and ‘Trapped Sky’ 
| (Col), dual, three e days ‘Outside These 
| Walls’ (Col) and ‘Shoul 1 Girl Marry’ 
(Mono), dual, three days, and ‘Streets 
of N. Y.’ (Mono) (2d run) and ‘Stunt 


indicate 


Pilot’ (Mono) (1st run), double, one 
day Looks like good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Human Bondage’ \WB) re- 
vival’ and ‘Lost Squadron’ (RKO) 
(2d run), dual, split with ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col) (2d run) and ‘Ladv 
and Mob’ (Col) (1st run), dual, so-so 
$3,300. 

ctf (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-46 -55) 
“Hell's itchen’ (we) and ‘Million 
Dollar "yone (Pat ), N.s.h. $4,000 
Last week, ‘Daughters Courngeous’ 


(WB) (2d run) and ‘Secret 
(WB) (lst run), $5,000, fai: 
Keith Memorial (RKO) 
35-40-55) ‘lor Mother’ (RKO) 
ind ‘Saint L (RKO). Attract- 
ng big coin, around $19,000. May 
hold La t week ‘Good Girl Paris’ 
(Col) and ‘Stole Million’ (U), dual, 

$11,000 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 
4)- oo) Bach Dawn (Wt 
. sht Work’ (Par). Tallying good 
000. Last week. ‘Second Fiddle’ 
20t) ind ‘Could Happen’ (20th) 
anand week, okay $11.500. 

Orpheum (Li (2,900: 25-35-40 
95)—Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘They 
All Come Out’ (M-G) Socking in 


Service’ 


(2,907: 25- 


2 +} 
2acn 


yndon’ 


under par, 
25-35- 

and 
N 
ye! 
i 


> 
{ 


ew) 


t cation that Rooney 
no ‘ 1 | A - 

if y > } i) | » |} Id 
Last e B 1 Time’ 
(M-G) ind Ma (M-G) ! l, 

average $15,000 

Paramount 1&P) (1,797: 25-35-40- 

) Hel] K (WB) 1 ‘Mil 
Dollar Le rar) Te 1 $6.000 

1 I t i | 

( i VB) (2d 1 ) and 


Code Secret Service’ 
$6,500, 
Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25- 
“Daughters C , 


(WB) (Ist run) 
lol ble, fairi h 

35-40-55) 
mMragveous (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) (2d 
run). Okay $4,600 promised. Last 
week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par) and 
‘Grand Jury’ (Par) (both 3d run), 
dual, $3,400. 

State (Loew) (3.600: 25-35-40-55)— 
“Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Ali Come 
Out’ (M-G). sig stuff, around $14,- 
000. Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), dual, good 
$11,000, 








, . 
Penner’s Cinch 
Hollywood, Aug. 1 
Joe Penner demonstrates how to 
win the gal without being handsome 


in his next RKO comedy, ‘Glamour 
B ay ° 
UY 

tobert Sisk is producing and Bert 
Gra e a ‘4 4 ) nm siorv 


PF SOP 


ihc ee 








VARIETY 





en ne an 


EXPLOITATION 
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Schine Success Story 
Told to 300 at Circuit 
Meeting of Managers 


As a test of real showmanship, 





first run release in key spots. 
playing at the Rivoli «NY). 
by lukewarm press reviews. 





Gloversville, Aug. 1. 
From such humble beginnings as| 
a converted roller-skating rink, an, 
upstairs affair, the Schine Bros. the-| 
atre circuit has grown in 20 Years’ 
to an operation of 150 film theatres, ' 
scattered through five states. Story) 
of the growth and influence of the 
circuit is being related in various 
versions at a convention of Schine | 
executives and managers opening a 
three-day convention today. More, 
than 300 members of the organiza- 
tion are present. 


weak support. 


Heifetz, outstanding virtuoso, as 


concert field. Unquestionably, 


him in a film theatre. 


ago being one of the few occasions. 


oe, is Rs ee o Bag rates through the medium of film theatres. 

»TsV mmuni enter. ; 5 , 

aio tee m cored chair-; He is by no means the first of top ranking concert 
He e 5 e - 


man. and brief talks were given by. 
J. Myer Schine, president, and Louis | 
W Schine, vice-president. Chauncey 
C. Thayer, city’s mayor, made a wel- 
coming address. | 

All phases of theatre operations 
were discussed b? various executives | 
of the organization. Special impor-' 
tance was given to analyses of new, 
season's product irom the various’ 


films, as popular entertainment. 


voice was silenced. 


distributors. George V. Lynch, film; American made film never was released in this coun- 
buyer, and Lou Goldstein, head! try, so poorly did the first draw at the boxoffice. 

booker, touched the highlights of; With the introduction of sound on film, there was a 
coming films. Stress was Jaid On’ rush to bring to film audiences the best talent in the 


individual theatre advertising and 
exploitation. 

Starting with a small group of 
houses in the central section of New) 


VET P. A. NED HOLMES’ 


is 


Samuel Goldwyn’'s latest production, Jascha Heifetz, in 
| ‘They Shall Have Music’ «UA) will hold trade atten- 


tion for some weeks, during the period of its national 
Currently, the firm is 
The kickoff was attended 
Concensus is that Heifetz 
and his fiddle are terrific, but the screenplay offers 


Interesting issues are raised by the presentation of 
the star 
which will be exhibited at prevailing film boxoffice 
prices, in contrast to the higher tariff which he always 
has collected as one of the big money-getters of the 
millions 
never heard him within the rather restricted area of 
concert bookings will be intrigued at the chance to see 
He has played infrequently over 
the radio, a Sunday evening Ford hour three years 
Heifetz, therefore, 
‘is a $3.30 (and up) article soon to be offered at cut- 


and operatic artists, unique personalities and hefty at- 
tractions in their own spheres, to attempt to straddle 
the wide chasm which separates music, as an art, and 
Geraldine Farrar, at 
the peak of her Metropolitan career, appeared in a 
series of silent films, first under Cecil B. DeMille’s di- 
rection; subsequently under Goldwyn supervision, Her 
first film, ‘Carmen,’ was a smash success, although her 
Mary Garden also tried, with dis- 
appointing results, a round or two with silent films. 
So did Enrico Caruso, best known of all 


| 


extended operations. into” Ome,! CAREER BECOMES P. 1 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Mary-} pee | 


land. Convention the first gen- 


eral meeting of operating heads of San Diego, Aug. 1. 


| 
| 


the organization. | Ned Holmes veteran press agent 
Home office executives from the currently with Warners in Holly- | 
12 7 + . ~. o . . ' . . j 
major film companies are pr0- wood, drew page one aétention in- | 
grammed for tomovrow. Speakers ; : , : 
- ., | cludin two column art in Sun} 
include Herman Wobber and Wil- ‘ = s 
liam Sussman, of 20th Century-Fox: (Scripps-Howard) here. Plug was 


} 
| 
} 


Lou Pollock, of Universal; Monroe indirectly a break for Warners, men- | 


Greenthal, of United Artists; Roy tioning 
Haines, Warner Bros.; Leon Bam- ‘Zola,’ 
berger, of RKO, and Charles Case- rent). 
nove, of National Screen Service. 
Banquet vill 
Thursday evening. 


Holmes’ connection 


| Biog credited advanced man with 
precede 


UA WORKS FAST ON 
‘FEATHERS’ CAMPAIGN 


!a secretary because he knew short- 
j}hand, but soon revealing a flair for 
|exploitation. Subsequently he han- 
dled DeWolf Hopper, Mme. Marie 


and Leslie Howard on his 
tour, plus several score other names 
of the past half-century. 


Faced with the unusual situatic : 
cua ‘ tuation Veteran recalled how he got his 
of having only four days in which | first cross-country job by hanging 


to prepare for a last minute booking | around a barroom under Brooklyn 

em) s ‘ , . 7 . te j "0° f 2 ‘*s ‘ > > 

of ‘Four Feathers’ in the Capitol, age - - “ p.a.s haven of 

. 5 day, young Neds presence was due 
(N. Y.) tomorrow and with un- v9 F : 


to big-eared interest in the yarns of 

beer-loosened tongues—one of which 

tipped him off to an opening with an 

English extravaganza, ‘Spider and 

. the Fly.’ He got on as treasurer but 

pty inp | filled press agent’s shoes when latter 

“AAS 205 PUL got drunk and failed to show. 

canta auadians kts Holmes pegs the American Pros- 
tli dea ars |} perity League as his greatest brain- 
Six 31-ft, helium-filled balloons, | child. His agents would 

made of yellow silkoleen and -carry- | of C. bigwigs on behalf of anonymous 


usually tough cpposiiion from Para- 
mount’s ‘Beau Geste’ opening today, 
(Wednesday), ‘Stanley and Liv- | 
ingstone at the Roxy on Friday (4), 
Inited Artists’ 


a 


end 


ublicity, adverti 
nd exploitation dep 
on a high pres 


artm 
GALeihi 


ure campaign, in a 


n 


with | 
‘Nazi Spy’ and ‘Juarez’ ‘cur-| 





By John C. Flinn 


the handling of 





chance to enjoy 


first impetus. 


ing technical 
Singer.’ 


in a film, Not so many 


who have 


ing role makes a 


His second 
last playdate. 


men every where. 


Golden Jubilee 
Press Books Go 
Out This Week 


Golden Jubilee campaign com- 
mittee starts mailing the 50th an- 


|niversary press book to exhibitors 


| this 

bust-up beginning career with Buffalo Bill, | 
i46 years ago, getting his first job as | 
? 


week, 
job, with full cost paid by the Hays 


office, print order 20,000. This will | 


be the sole expense of the campaign. 


|The remainder is entirely up to in- 


Cahill, Helen Hayes, Jack Dempsey | 
‘Hamlet’ | 


address C, | 


ing blue lettering announcing ‘Four | big shots who oracled that they'd | 


Feathers’ in Technicolor — Capitol 
Theatre,” and carrying additional 
floating banners drawing atiention to 
location of the theatre, were rented 
and sent aloft. 


boost biz if they’d think prosperity 
and dress up their windows. For 
payoff the speakers offered to donate 
decorations bearing legend ‘Let’s Go 
Smiling Through 1922.’ 

Two months after the Prosperity 
League papered a town, a film called 


Time for 36 spot radio announce- 
ments was purchased from Station 


WMCA, in addition to a 15-minute ‘Smiling Thru’ (FN) would show up 
program contributed by the station. About this time folks began to get 
Mention of the engagement also ties |tM€ idea and window-scrapers got 


busy but it was too late 

Example of Holmes early exploita- 
tion ideas was his treatment of a 
| film ‘Abraham Lincoln,’ flopperoo as 
jan educational. Holmes slashed 
{long final deat scene, wrote 


in with Major Bowes’ Amateur Hour 
program over WABC, 
night. 


tomorrow 


Sam DeFazio Points Up 
| ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ a e 
Problems of House Mgr. 'fadeout and gave it toa Siditaaven 


premiere with a houseful of top- 
flight dignitaries. The thing was a 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. | smash. 
Sam DeFazio, manager of the Sees 
Harris-Denis theatre in Mt. Leba- McGINLEY’S NEW U CHORE 


non, cooked up a showy stunt, which’ Seattle, Aug. 1. 


a | 
. . a 
patriotic opening ane closing, played | 


| now technique for stressing modern | 


crashed all of the columns, last week! _ &. J. McGinley planed to New 
met thle house ata? with t York yesterday (Monday) to take | 
to acquaint his house stall with the charge of Bill Heinemanns show- 


problems of a house manager. For | 
se en days he demoted himself to) 
a’. usher’s post and on each of those 
days elevated one usher and service 
director to the managership. 

DeFazio himself started in the the- 
atre business as an us at the old 
Olympic here in 1911. 


manship drive in the west, for Uni- 
versal. 
exchange manager for U. 

He’s succeeded by Les Theuerka, 
promoted from salesman to man- 
ager, while Cecil Farms, manager at 
Portland U offices, comes here 
‘succeed Theuerka in his former spot 


her 


McGinley has been Seattle | 


dividual exhibitors. 


Reaction among exhibs, both chain | 


and individual theatre 
thus far has been good, according to 
word received at the Hays office 
A € 

Plan Jubilee 
pai film business 
is to have it fit in with the regular 
new-season drives or festivals staged 
almost every year by the film thea- 
Only is that the 
Golden Jubilee of the industry is re- 
garded 


in 


of the Golden cam- 


gn on the this fall 


tres. difference 


as a more auspicious occa- 


sion for dressing up the marquees, 


boosting biz and developing civic in- | 


terest to some degree in the house's 
operation. 

Plan for setting Golden Jubilee 
idea in motion includes a proposal 
to have exhibitors line up other 50- 
year-old industries in different cities 
so that they can spot parallel cele- 
brations to that of the picture in- 
dustry. Exhibs will be left to decide 
how much should be done in the 
matter of tieups with civic organiza- 
tions, clubs, ete. 

Mimeographed copies of the 50th 
Anniversary manual were sent to 


the Schine circuit managers meeting | 


at Gloversville, N. Y., yesterday 
(Tues.). Conclave requesied 150 
copies, 

These rough-draft copies of the 


printed manual point out that Will 


H. Hays will officially designate the | 


Golden Jubilee anni in a statement 
Aug. 15. It suggests the then-and- 


achievements of the screen. 


Campaign’s central theme is ‘Half | 
'a Century of 


Progress.’ The ad- 
vance mimedographed copy of the 
manual emphasizes that Oct. 1-7 has 
been 
sary week, because the motion pic- 


ture was born on Oct. 6, 1889. Eight | 
in} 


specific suggestions for cashing 


,on the week plus several for a single 


to | 


anniversary luncheon are given. Six 
suggesied plans of approach for ob- 


taining the help of local motion pic- | 


ture councils 


novelty. 


abilities he may possess. 
is there, and that’s about all. 
his violin he is apart and unique, offering 
that film audiences never heretofore have experienced. 

To enthuse the exhibitors of the country with the 
unusual qualities of ‘They Shall Have Music,’ is the 
clear cut course that stretches in front of the Goldwyn 
and United Artists organizations. 
will require showmanship follow-through right to the | 
It is far out of the groove of routine. | 
It challenges ingenuity and salesmanship of theatre | 


It’s a 24-page process | 


operators, | 


designated as 50th Anniver- | 





their work. It was 


He ‘sold’ ‘em in 


years have passed since then. 


s to light and grand opera offerings. 


His act- 


Here is a film that 


6 
N. 0. BABY—FOR A DAY 


New Orleans, Aug. 1. 


| Moore, Orpheum theatre blurbist for 
i‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), clicked 


Moore's work resulted in 50 seven- 
quet at the Roosevelt hotel. 
this number Louis J. Alleman, rep- 
resentative of RKO-Radio 
chose the perfect baby to be adopted 
| by Ginger Rogers for a day Fol- 
lowing the banquet the winning 
baby was given a suite of rooms at 
the hotel where long distance call 
was received from Ginger Rogers in 
Hollywood. Moppett also received a 
layette presumably from actress. 


The Item- 


Local papers ace it up. 


| Tribune cracked loose with four- 
column cut of winning baby and 
story on page one. The States, 


Times-Picayune and Tribune 
liberal with pictures and news. 

When Bob Wood, Loew's State ex- 
ploiteer, failed to get any 
to his efforts to get someone to don 
iron mask and 
‘Man in Iron 
himself and 


were 


costume to 
Mask,’ he donned 
toured business area 
and paid visit to film editors on 
papers. Result was pictures of him- 
self and stories pluggi 


no 
iin, 


two afternoon dailies. 


Chance for Four 
Sisters to See Fair 


Charlotte. Aug. }, 
nr 


OW MANSHIP 
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opera and concert fields, on the theory that the medium 
offered opportunities previously withheld to popularize 
their art among great sections of the public denied any 
not from these 
higher artistic brackets that sound films obtained their 
Al Jolson, who never was in the Metro- 
politan or Carnegie Hal!, except maybe as a spectator, 
crashed the emotional barrier that had held back sound 
films, in the public mind, as an amusing and interest- 
‘the Jazz 


Film 
studios have experimented, sometimes with great suc- 
cess with filmusical offerings, which have ranged from | 
cowboy crooning 
‘They Shall Have Music,’ therefore, wins slight atten- 
tion merely because it carries a sound-track. 

But it does have Heifetz, and if there is anything at , 
all to the popular adage about the universality of | t E 
music appeal, then there is a large potential audience | politan Police Board that these ad- 
for this latest of Goldwyn productions. 
that is in the lap of film showmen is how to get the | 
audiences into the theatres. 

There is nothing suggesting the glamour boy of films 
in the appearance of Heifetz as a picture star. 
minimum demand on what histrionic | 
In dialog and pantomime, he | 


| resulting 


The problem | vertisers must act 


But when he leans into | 
something | 


INGER ROGERS ADOPTS 


Publicity stunt engineered by Gar | 


heavily with public and press alike.} 


month-old boys being guests at ban-| 
From| 2©55 is responsible foi 


here, ; 


Tokyo Theatres Bally 
Change of Bills By 


Unique Street Parades 


Tokyo, July 15. 

In Japan, the most successfy) 
method of advertising change of 
programs at theatres, both stage and 
screen, is through the medium of 
the ‘chindonya,’ itinerant musical 
advertisers or a procession of sand. 
|; wich men with musical instruments. 
| However, from the rst of this 
month (July), they will be given 
! closer police supervision. 
It has been decided by the Metro- 





in accordance 
ith the spirit of the times, and 
with this end in view, have made up 


the following regulations for their 

| observance: 

| 1. A ‘ehindonya’ band shall not 

b- composed of more than 10 per- 

sons, including musicians, handbill 

distributors, and banner carriers, 
The banners Dorne by each 


| 2, 
| troupe may not exceed three, each 
'of which shall not be longer than 
| 10 feet nor wider than 24 inches. 
| 3. The bands may not play at 
night. 

4. The bands shall not play within 


.00 yards of primary schools or 
kindergartens. 
| 5. The troupes may not carry 


lanterns. 
6. Dancing or comic gestures 
the streets are strictly forbidden, 
7. Two or more ‘chindonya’ bands 


in 


| 


may not approach witrin 100 yards 
of each other in the streets. If they 
must, then they should cease play- 
ing and pass by each other quietly. 


Control of pulp and printing ma- 
terials has increased considerably 
the costs of printed advertising mat- 
ter so that ‘chindonya’ bands have 
now become more popular with ad- 
vertisers. The boom in this busi- 
the livelihoed 


of more than 2,000 persons in Tokyo 
alone. 

Teditional costumes of these 
bands have become soc hackneyed 


that the musicians are racking their 
brains for new ideas 
in deep 


in 
frowns 


costumes, 


from the 


police. It is expected that the more 

‘bizarre of the costumes and make- 
up will be made objects of fatherly 
warnings from the police, and that 
the bands will be lectured about the 
serious nature of the times 


AUTO ESCORT SERVICE, 


response | 


exploit | 
it | 


picture in, 


A NEW B. 0. WRINKLE 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 

A new wrinkle in theatre service 
has been introduced by manager 
Harold Kaplan at his new St. Louis 
Park theatre. He has one of the 
Crosley miniature automobiles, with 
a femme looker at the wheel, trans- 
port motorists to the doors of his 


showhouse from his extensive park- 
ing lot, the furthest reach of which 


| extends a block or more distant from 
| 
the theatre proper and down an in- 


cline. Innovation is especially ap- 


| Preciated in inclement weather. 


Carolina theatre has The News, 
local afternoon daily, tied in on a'! 
nice promotion with ‘Four Daugh- 


ters’ (WB). 

The theatre, the paper, 

ner Bros. will give a free 
New York and three days at the 
Fair to a family of four daughters 
most like in the picture. 
The News plugging the stunt 
| With front page stories and pictures 
and entry coupons, and the theatre 
exchange will finance the trip. 

Any four sisters may enter by 
submitting a group picture. 


and War- 


iho < 


18 





Even the Cops Gave In 





Cleveland, Aug. 1. 
While the city fathers of Cleve- 
,}land are pondering the type of 
| parking meters to install on down- 
;} town Euclid avenue, workmen had 
gone ahead with the erection of the 
stanchions to which meters would 
eventually be anchored. 

Loew press man, Milt Harris, was 
| annoyed at seeing this valuable ad- 
| vertising space going to waste, so he 
|made up doubie-faced cards read- 

ing: ‘Park here while you are seeing 

Maisie.’ 


} 
} 


trip to| 





| wri 


t 


Theatre, largest and most beauti- 
ful of all local suburban houses, hi 
been clicking ever since opening sev- 
eral months ago. Kaplan formerly 
managed the Minnesota and Sit {or 
Paramount. 


< 


Murphy Crashes Press 


With ‘Mask’ Tourney 


Syracuse, Aug : 

An ‘Iron Mask’ fencing tourna- 
ment, engineered by Frank Murphy, 
of Loew's State, in conjunction with 
the current showing of ‘The Man in 
the Iron Mask’ (UA) proved a pub- 
licity bonanza. 

Editors, facing mid-summer art 
doldrums, went for the tournament 
in a big way for pictures and stories. 
The contest was staged in the local 
“7. 

Best exploitation received here by 
any picture in recent months was 
entirely unsolicited. An editorial 

iter for the Post Standard dropped 
in to see ‘Bachelor Mother’ at 
Keith’s. He came out laughing £0 
hard that he sat down and wiwié @) 
editorial plugging the picture 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
with a fair grade of product 
prinkled through most of the mid- 
own houses, general tone of slightly 

more optimism than in past weeks 

revails here this stanza. Grosses 
are rather mixed, in accord vith the 
quality of the pictures, but the ag- 
regate is fair. ; 

Weather is as mixed as the grosses 
and can’t be counted on for much. 
While intermittent showers and sun 

revailed on both Saturday and Sun- 
Bay, the former was very bad at 
the b.os, while the latter showed a 

ight pick-up. 
“Peden the coin parade is the 
combo Fox, which has spurted the 
past two weeks. Film is ‘Mikado’ 
with Catherine Littlefield’s Philadel- 
phia ballet the only flesh, and regis- 
tering well. ‘Hardy Spring Fever’ at 
the Boyd is hitting a fair pace, but 
ig down from previous films in this 
group and not up to soine of the 
supers at the house during past 
weeks. It will hold for another 
week, however. 

‘Iron Mask,’ at the Stanley, slid off 
too much this stanza from its initial 
week to be very profitable and drops 
out today (Tuesday) for ‘Bachelor 
Mother.’ ‘Clouds Over Europe’ is 
being given its local debut at the 
ordinarily second-run Karlton, It’s 
doing very badly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Below pre- 
vious ‘Hardys.’ but getting much 
favorable w. of m. and turning the 
trick nicely as a lo -budgeter at 
$14,500. Will h.o. Last week, ‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (4th week). continued to 
demonstrate its high sustaining 
power with $9,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)— 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB). Not 
up to par at $5,600. Last week, ‘They 
All Come Out’ (M-G), earned some 
nice comment in the dailies but just 
@ stage wait at the b.o. with $4,900. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68)— 
‘Mikado’ (U). Catherine Littlefield 
Ballet on stage. Aided by pix, house 
has shown an upturn past few weeks. 
Taking $19,000 this sesh, good. Last 
week, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) with 
the Three Stooges on the boards, 
neat $20,100. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col). Also 
clouds over the b.o. with poor $3,000. 
House is ordinarily second-run, an 
initial showing here being an indi- 
cation in advance that little is ex- 


ected of a film. Last week, ‘Good | (Par), separate. 


rirls Paris’ (Col) (2d rum), another 
weakie at $2,700. 





| days. Big 


PICTURE GROSS 











Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week,..,.......$1,266,900 
(Based on 25 cities, 158 theae 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| ae 2 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year........+...$1,066,800 
(Based on 22 cities, 134 theatres) 


CINCY PERKING: 
“MOTHER’ BIG 
$15,00 


—__ + 








Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 

Although just two of the ace pic 
parlors have fresh product this 
week, returns by and large for 
downtown houses is okay for the 
hot season. Especially in view of 
natives being more baseball ga-ga 
than ever due to the Reds’ runaway- 
lead for the National League pen- 
nant. 

Current b.o. topper is ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ at the Albee, fetching a gross 
that’s important any time of the 
year. ‘Blondie Takes a Vacation’ is 
racking up a good Keith's figure. 

Dual returners, ‘V.» Man Godfrey’ 


and ‘Old Dark House, are mild for | 


the Lyric. Palace is having one of 
its infrequent holdovers on ‘Hardy 
Fever’ for fair trade. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), eight 
$15,000. Last week, 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB), eight 
days, very good $13,000 


Capitol (RKO) = (2,000; 
| ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). 


Transfer from Albee for second 
week. Light $3,500. Last week, 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d run), sour 
$3,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-25)— 
‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par), ‘Saint in 


London’ (RKO), ‘Heritage of Desert’ | 


Okay $2,000. Same 
last week with ‘Trapped Sky’ (Col), 
‘House Fear’ (U), ‘Missing Daughters 


Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-32-42)—‘Sun | (Col), singly. 


Sets’ (U) (2d run), Mediocre at 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Invitation Happi- 
ness’ (Par) (3d run), fairish $4,300. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA) (24 wk). Some- 
what disappointing with a very bad 
kid from the opening week’s gross. 
Hitting only $8,500 this sesh, after 
pretty fair $15,000 last week. Leaves 


| 


| 


today (Tues.) for ‘Bachelor Mother’ | 


(RKO) 
. Steaton (WB) (1,457: 26-32-42)— 
Second Fiddle’ (20th) (24 run). Un- 
usual booking in type of pic for this 
ac.ion house and also in fact that it 
as just come out of the Fox, next 
door. Satisfactory $4,500. Last week, 
Vaughters Courageous’ 
run), nice $5.000. 


ve. 

Lincoln Slows Down; 
egy: ] ° e< 
Chips’ Hits Good $3,500 
: Lincoln, Aug. 1. 
No house is slaying ’em this week, 

although Varsity’s dual ‘Clouds Over 

urope and ‘Blondie’s Vacation’ is 
doing nicely. Question mark is still 


Over “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ but it’s 
getting good word of mouth. 


(WB) (2d | 


drawing only biz in town. 


pT ely : " ‘ H 
, Stuart and Lincoln are so-so with 


mtexpected Father’ and ‘Stronger 
4nan Desire,’ respectively 
_ Estimates for This Week 
( olonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750: 
-15)—Smoky Trails’ (Metropolitan ) 


and ‘Di Meade’ (Col) split with 
Little Adventuress’ (Col) and ‘Man 
I exa (Mono) Very light $700. 
4ast week, ‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) 
and ‘Ww, 


mie Yoming Outlaw’ (Ren), split 
‘Ma, Cant Beat Love’ (RKO) and 
an Sundown’ (Col), fair $800. 


Keith’s (Libson) 
‘Blondie’ (Col). 


wk), nice $3,800. 


Lyrie (RKO) (i,400; 25-40)—‘Man | 
Godfrey’ (U) and ‘Dark House’ (U)} 


(reissues). Mild $3,200. Last week, 


‘Man About Town’ (Par) (3d run),, 


$3,200, mild. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk), Fair 
$8.000 Last week (1st), socko 
$15,000 


MASK’ STRONG $13,000, 


BUT REST OF PROV. OFF 


Providence, Aug. 1. 
‘Man in the Iron Mask.’ at State, is 
Other 
houses just dragging along with so- 
so pic fare. ; 
‘Daughters Courageous was 
switched from Majestie to Carlton 
for second week 
Estimates for This Week 


35-42)—| 


35-42)—| 


(1,500; 35-42)— | 
Good $4,500. Last | 
week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) (2d| 


VARIETY 9 








Portland, Ore., Aug. 1. 





two weeks to heavy biz for this time | 
of year, | 
Hot weather is hitting most houses. | 


Estimates for This Week 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
| eae $270,000 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
2 | Sere $193,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


























Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘All 
nicely for $4,500. Last week, ‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Big Town Czar’ 
(U), closed bumper second week for 
strong $4,300. First week big $6,300. 
30-35-40) —‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) and ‘House Fear’ (WB) (3d 
wk), moving to this house from the 
United Artists. Still good for $2,500. 
‘and ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) ended a/| 
fourth week for the Benny pic with 
$2,000, average. 6 9 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 4 a 
(1,800; 30-35-46)—‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint London’ (RKO) | 
week strong $5,200, 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 9 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Second Fiddle’ | 
(20th) and ‘Undercover Doctor’ | 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40).—‘Mr, Chips’ (M-G). Getting _—— 
great $5,500. Last week, ‘Daughters ; 
Courageous’ (WB) and ‘House Fear’ Baltimore, Aug. 1. 
Return of tropic heat after a 
at $4,000. First week strong $5,500. | lengthy spell of unseasonable frigid- 
ity is having some effect on local biz, 
Infantile Wave Offsets being set by leaders. Taking a com- 
’ T . manding lead with a strong response 
Det. S Lowered emp., and gross, is ‘Andy Hardy Gets 
me» . y) Spring Fever’ at Loew’s Century, 
Chips Dual Big $ 2,000 while the combo Hipp is holding a 
Detroit, Aug. 1. elor Mother’ nicely buttressed with 
Strong campaign for ‘Goodbye! vaude. 
Mr. Chips,’ combined with ‘Indianap-| Rest of downtown pack closely 
olis Speedway,’ gives Michigan top) bunched several laps behind. 
cessive week, currently for very| : ra j = 
| heavy coin. Relief from torrid wave| Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
| likewise figures to give managers | 40)—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Holding 
some succor, although grosses are} momentum of previous Hardy and 
‘ . am ed ringing up a town-leading count of 
Po na mag + S| $15,000. Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’ 
cities, with health authorities warn-| (M-G), attracted considerable word- 
ing parents to keep kids from pub-) of-mouth but tapered off with fairish 
lic gatherings, is not helving thea-| « 
reel | $7,400. 
} Estimates for This Week | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
ra Ya 1a RR. — ‘Bac y ’ 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40) —! 15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘ Bachelor Mother 
plus ‘Big Town Czar’ (20th). Former) solid style with bullish $13,000, Last 
flicker mares here ig sone a ag week, second of local talent ‘Stardust 
Fox: paced for around $4,200, fairish. | mer ic tnle +? 
Last aaake ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d Revue’ and Good Girls Go to Paris 
$4,500. | Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 25-35-40) — ‘Kokomo Kid’ (WB), 
| 55)—‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Career’; = ed : 
(RKO), plus March of Time. Headed! 9Pens tonight (Tuesday) after six 
| $9,000 for ‘Unexpected Father’ (U), lion’ (U) which was given a healthy 
| and ‘Ex-Champ’ (U). | build-up and promising opening, but 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; failed to click at mg. $2,000. Fol 
30-40-65)—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) plus f : , 
'bally for ‘Chips’; . We tg? & 
| smash $22,000, best under dual policy | 55)—Frontier Marshall’ (20th). At- 
here. Last stanza, ‘Daughters Cour-| tracting some okay reviews, but only 
ageous’ (WB) and ‘Million Legs’| tepid response in this house located 
<n Ini etroit) | exceed uneventful $3,500. Last week, 
(20008 30-40-50) "Daughters Coura. second of ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th), un- 
geous’ (WB) (2d run) plus ‘Mickey! ¢Xc!ting $4,900. a 
the Kid’ (Rep). Former film moved Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
like fair $5,500. Last week ‘Magnifi-) (2nd wk). Maintaining some mo- 
cent Fraud’ (Par) plus ‘Unmarried’; mentum. Possible $6,000 added to 
(Par), fairish $4,900. okay opening session of $13,300, 
© 
Fitton Even Keel; Mother building 


Come Out’ (M-G). Over the top 
Mayfair ‘Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
Last week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
(2d wk). Good enough $4,000. First 
(Rep). Big $6,000. Last week ‘Girls | 
Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Clouds Europe’ 
(Col), fair $4,500. 
(WB), held up for good second week 
but not enough to offset healthy pace 
virile runner-up position with ‘Bach- 
honors again for the second suc-| Estimates for This Week 
| still far from what they could be. 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) (2d run)! (RKO) plus vaude. Hitting it off in 
run) and ‘Parents Trial’ (Col), fair, (Col), nice $10,800. 
for fair $11,000. Last week light, d'sappointing days of ‘I Stole a Mil- 
| ‘Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB). Good| “hich hobbled in with tepid $3,700. 
(Par), good $15,000. | for daytime femme response, Won't 
here after stanza at Michigan; looks, 55)—‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 








Carlton (Fav-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50) —‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
and ‘Code Secret Service’ (WB) (2d 
run) Helping house to nice $3,500 
Last week. ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) (2d run), good; 
$3,000. one 

Majestie (Fav) (2.200; 25-35-50) 
‘House of Fear’ (U) and “Cowboy 

| Quarterback’ (WB) Headed for 
| meek $4,000. Last week, ‘Daughiers 


Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- | 


> -25)—‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). 
retty light $1,600 in five days. Last 
meek Allen Murder Case’ (Par) and 
Shute Story’ (20th), split with ‘Code 
reets’ (U) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), 
nine days, $2.900. so-so. 


Nebra: TC-C . 
it Chin a | drawing and slated for only fair 


25-40 I— Mr Chi ’ “ . , 
ps’ (M-G). Probably 

800d $3,500. Last week, ‘Hardy 
ever’ (M-G) 

$4,200. ; 
_ Stuart (LTC-Cooper ) 
25-35 ’—Unexpected Father’ (U). Not 
getting very much, slow $2,300 on six 


| (RKO). 


whammed b.o. for’ 


(1,900; 10-' 


(We Last week, ‘Borrowed Time’. 
{M-G). slim $2,900, sliding badly late | 


In week. 

gy arsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-20- 
Blon clouds Europe’ (Col) and 
ondie’ (Col), Neat $2,500. Last 


Gee ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and 
Gale From Mexico’ (RKO), plus 
$2. G09 o eouls fight pic, very good 


Courageous’ (WB) and ‘Code Ser, ice’ 
(WB). swell $7,500. 

Beate (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50 )— 
‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Panama Lady 
Paced fo 
Last week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and 
‘Clouds Europe’ (Col), hefty $13,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) and 
‘Should Girl Marry’ (Mono). Not 


$4,500. Last week. ‘Backdoor ; to 
Heaven’ (Par) and ‘Married Cop 
(Rep). closed with weak $4,000. 


‘Swanee’ Flows 
Hollywood, Aug. 1 
‘Swanee River,’ in color, is the 


only starter on Darryl F. Zanuck’s | 


production schedule at 20th-Fox this 
month. an _ , 
Most of the studio’s activities in 
August WV ill be jevoted t» the Sol M, 
WwW 


tea) { 
urtzel unl 


peppy $13,000. | 


j Pittsburgh, Aug. 1 Last week, ‘Unexpected Father’ (UV), 
, ; . tf 54.106 
Nobody’s doing handsprings over | ‘4!! $4,100 . = 6 GhA. eho 
' . : : Penn (Loew s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
} t e Te : no - ~ . ’ ‘ © 
biz this week, but there’s no moan- | 59) ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
ing al the bar as the week's grosse Doing solid business and should end 


will pan out just about as expected. 4 2 Stang gg veins Plato 

: . - ardy series have been solid send- 

oe ee Sees Pee = summer ers in this town. First week turned 
over and better product in the off- 

ing, local exhibitors are facing the 
| remainder of the season with more 
confidence. 

Top grosser of the week will be 
‘Bachelor Mother’ at the Stanley. It 
came in on the heels of much ad- 
vance praise and drew raves from 
the cricks and swell word of mouth 
from opening day audiences. Warner, 
with average double bill, grinding 
out an ordinary week, while Aivin, 
with ‘Blondie Takes a Vacation’ and 
‘She Married a Cop,’ in for five days 

|to bring theatre back to regular 
Thursday openings, just holding its 
own. 


time of year and best of the summer. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 15-25)— 


(20th), reissue, split with ‘Theodore 
Goes Wild’ (Col) and ‘Everybody 
Sing’ (M-G). Not too forte at $800. 
Last week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) 
and ‘Big City’ (Col), split with ‘Jun- 


(20th), weak $700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)—~ | 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Building | 
on strength of rave reviews and 
word of mouth. Should finish on |; 
sunny side of $15,000 and possible 
| holdover at the Warner. Last week, 
‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB), passs - 
Estimates for This Week a =), passable + | 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50 )— Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-40)— | 


‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Married Cop’ ‘Some Like Hot’ (Par) and ‘Career’ 
(Rep). Twinner in for five days to 
bring house back to regular Thurs 
lay opening. Just ordinary 


(RKO). Average $4,000. Last week, | 
‘Man About Town’ (Par), on hold- 


$3,200 Penn, good $5,500. 


“Ta Ports “Comivar «,c| Bachelor Mother’ Smash $30,000 
Heads L.A.; Carnival Poor $13,000, 
Daughter, ‘Chips OK Holdovers 


should garner New (Mechanic) ‘| 1,581; 15-25-35- | 


in sensational $21,000, great for this | 


‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Ramona’ | 


gle Love’ (Par) and ‘3 Blind Mice’ | 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

With exception of a few spots 
grosses are considerably off cur- 
rently. Few holdovers are doing 
about what is expected of them, anu 
of the newcomers, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
at RKO and Pantages has things 
pretty well sewed up. Day-dater 
headed for nifty $30,000 on the week, 
insuring holdover. 

_On the other hand, ‘Winter Car- 
nival’ is pretty much of a washout at 
State-Chinese. State’s biz, in fact, 
is at lowest level in several years. 
Paramount is holding over ‘Man 
About Town’ for third week, with- 
out stage show, and is running 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ as companion 
feature, but producing only ordinary 
biz. Another holdover, justified, is 
‘Daughters Courageous’ at Holly- 
wood and Downtown, after hitting 
around $18,000 mark on first stanza. 

‘Chips’ is holding firm at Carthay 
Circle while ‘On Borrowed Time’ is 
not so forte at Four Star. Orpheum 
continues pretty much in doldrums. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 40- 
55)—‘Mr. Chips’ (MG) (12th week). 
Reached neat $3,200 on 11th stanza 
and should do around $3,100 curreni 
week, 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75)—Winter Carnival’ 
(UA) and ‘Chan in Reno’ (20th) 
dual. Very dismal $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Could Happen’ (20th) excellent 
$11,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
and ‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB) 
dual (2nd week). Should show an- 
other profit at $6,000, after first 
stanza built to neat $9,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Borrowed Time’ (MG) (2nd 
week). Failing to show expected 
| strength and $3,400 not big; first 
| week fair $3,900. 
| Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
| 65)—‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
| and ‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB) 
dual (2nd week). Will likely add 
| another $4,800 on holdover after 
| initial stanza piled up profitable 
$8,600. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—Unmarried’ (Par) and ‘Under- 
cover Doctor’ (Par) dual and vaude- 
ville. Running about neck and neck 
with previous week, for around 
$6,800. “Last week, ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
(Par) and ‘Girl from Mexico’ (RKO) 
$6,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
{in London’ (RKO) dual. Town 
| leader with nifty $16,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Stole Million’ (U) and 
‘Blondie’ (Col) okay $6,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595; 30-40-55) 
—Man About Town’ (Par) (3rd 
week) and ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 
dual. Holdover of Jack Benny 
starrer hardly warranted, but rather 
than close house week ahead of time 
|; companion feature rushed in, but to 
| little avail as slim $7,800 indicates 
Last week, second stanza ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par) and FEddie 
(‘Rochester’) Anderson on_ stage, 
okay $13,000. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55)—‘Bachelor 
| Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Saint in Lon- 
| don’ (RKO) dual. Town’s second 
top grosser, heading for nifty $14,000 
Last week, ‘Stole Million’ (U) and 
‘Blondie’ (Col) satisfactory $7,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and 
‘Chan Reno’ (20th) dual. Bottom 
dropped out of biz and very weak 
$6,500, lowest gross in several years, 
is best .in sight. Last week, ‘Sec- 
| ond Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Could Hap- 
| pen’ (20th) reached $11,300, out of 
danger. 
| United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
| 40-55)—‘Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Couid 
| Happen’ (20th) dual. Showing lit- 
tle strength on moveover as slim 
$2,500 attests Last week. ‘Andy 
Hardy’ (MG) and ‘Bridal Suite’ 

(MG) not hot $2,800 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Could Hap- 
| pen’ (20th) dual. Doing better at 
| this moveover house than downtown 
'and will likely reach fair $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Hardy’ (MG) and ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (MG) fair $5,800. 











HILLBILLY UPBEAT 
Coast Film Lots Seeking Nasal Yodel- 
ers for Group of Flickers 

Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Hillbilly bands are moving up in 
the financial scale this year, with 
Hollywood bidding for nasal yodel- 
ers from the Blue Ridge, Ozark and 
other mountain chains. 

Republic is signing up mountaine 
eers for its ‘National Barn Dance,” 
Paramount is seeking the same type 
for ‘Comin’ Round the Mountain,’ 
and Columbia is rounding them up 
for future use 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Rogers-Vaude $71,000, Hardy 186, 





San Francisco, Aug. 1. 

The Golden Gate and the Fox are 
the most successful in battling the in- 
roads still being made on theatres 
here by the Golden Gate Exposition. 
The Gate put on one of its best ex- 

loitation campaigns for Ginger 

ogers in ‘Bachelor Mother,’ which 
is packing them in. Mickey Rooney, 
in another ‘Hardy,’ is helping the Fox 
get into important money this week. 

Best of the holdovers is ‘Man With 
the Iron Mask,’ now in its third-final 
session at the United Artists, which, 
along with the Golden Gate, is still 
getting 55¢c top compared to the 40c | 
being collected by the Fox-West 
Coast houses and the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5.000; 30-40)--*Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Drummond’ (Par). | 
Hardy Family doing the trick this 
week: will show a nice profit at $18,- 
000, which is smash biz at 40c top. 
Last week (2d), ‘Second Fiddle’| 
(20th) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par), 
faded to poor $7,000 after big first 
week. 





Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55) 
—'Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and! 
vaude. Minus a big name on the, 


stage, ‘Bachelor Mother’ is making a 
fine showing for itself. Should get 
$21,000, remarkably good. Feature of 
stage show is the O'Neill Sisters’ an- 
nual kiddie revue with 40 youngsters 
from the bay cities. Last week, 
‘Career’ (RKO) and Martha Raye 
and Tony Martin on stage, wound up 
with walloping $26,900. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Parents on | 
Trial’ (Col) (2d wk). Lack of prod- 
uct only reason for this bill hanging 
on for second week. Will finish up 
with dull $5,000. Last week, fairish 
$7,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) and ‘6,000 
Enemies’ (M-G). Started off in sluff 
tempo, but picked up a bit on word- 
of-mouth on ‘Frontier.” However, 
picture is short of names and pick-up 
came too late to give the Paramount 
better than offish $11,500. Last week, 
‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and ‘Water- 
front’ (WB), dipped to $7,000, poor. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (6th wk). May 
possibly do one more week if current 
stint gets anticipated $4,500. Last 
week, excellent $6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 25- | 
55-65 )—Iron Mask’ (UA). Pressure 
of other bookings reason given for | 
pulling ‘Iron Mask’ during midst of | 
healthy run. Third and final week | 
will do okay $6,000. Last week (2d), | 
swell $9,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 30-40)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) (2d wk). Can't | 
complain at take of $8.000 on hold- | 
over week. Both pictures are get- 
ting over with the audience in a big 
way. Last week, sizeable $13,000. 





DAUGHTERS’ GOOD 936 
IN STREAKY DENVER 





Denver, Aug. 1. 
With competition, four first- 
runs are above average, while the 
remaining three are below. “Yeoman 
of the Guard,’ Central City Festival 
production, drew plenty from piec- 
ture theatres in ringing up best gross 


4 io 
Sliil 


in several years for annual event. 
Broadway has reopened after re- 
modeling. 
Estimates for Th’'s Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-35-40)— | 
‘Siar Born’ (UA) and ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
UA) (reissues). Poor $2.500. Last 
week, ‘The Hurricane’ (UA) and 


‘Dead End’ (UA) (reissues), 

3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100: 25-40)— 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (RKO), following eleven days 
at the Orpheum. Good $3,000. Last 
week the house was still closed for 


average 


repairs, 
Denham (Cockrill> (1,750; 25-35 
-40)-—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Poor $3.- 


700 in sight. Last 
der Case’ 
200. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-3°-40)— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (FN). Good 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Sun Sets’ 
and stage show, good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘Gam- 
bler Lady’ (RKO). Good $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and 
‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), following 
four davs the previous week, ave- 
rage $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 2&-40)— 
Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Water- 
front’ (WB). Fine $4,000. Last week, 
‘San Francisco’ (M-G) (reissue) and 


week, ‘Allen Mur- 
(Par), below normal $5,- 


‘Clouds Europe’ (Coiji), average $3,- | 


500. 

_ Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Hurri- 
cane’ (UA) and ‘Dead End’ (UA) 
(reissues), following last week at 
the Aladdin. Only $1,200, poor, for 
this moveover dual. Last week, 
‘When Germany Surrendered’ (A. 
L. Rule) and ‘Woman is Judge’ 
(Col), $1,700, average. 


, $1,400, 


| Bounty’ 


all 


Frisco Toppers: Marshal’ $11,500 


+ 
| 





0. C. No Panic, But 
‘Daughters’ Nice $5,200 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 1. 
‘Daughters Courageous’ is doing 
very nice business at the Criterion 
Other films are up slightly, but noth- 
ing to rave about. 
Estimates for This Week 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Daughters Courageous’ ‘«(WB). | 
Nice $5,200. Last week, ‘Fiddle’ 
(20th), bit under $3,800, so-so. 
Liberty (Stan) 1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Allen Murder’ (Par) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB), split with ‘Island Lost 


|; Men’ (Par) and ‘Girl and Gambler’ 


(RKO), good $2,400. Last week, 
‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Girl Mex- | 
ico’ (RKO), fair $1,900. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Mikado’ (U). Under average at 
$2.800, but fair for type of film here. 

ast week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), 
so-so $3,100. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘Fid- 
dle’ (20th). Moveover, good $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB), fair $800. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Mountain Rhythm’ (Rep) and ‘Par- 
ents on Trial’ (Col), three days: 
‘Blondies Vacation’ (Col) and ‘Or- 
phans of Street’ (Rep), four days, 
good $2,500. Last week, ‘Girls Go 
Paris’ (Col) and ‘First Offenders’ 
(Col), nice $2,700. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Sun Sets’ (U). N.g. $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Unexpected Father’ (U), so-so 


| 
} 
} 
| 
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OK Biz Amazes 


Omaha Mors; — 


Fury Nice 86 


| 
Omaha, Aug. 1. 

Exhibitors are a bit surprised at 
an upswing in biz with what they 
thought were so-so bills. 

‘Captain Fury’ is heading for very 
nice $8,000 at the Omaha. Manager 
Will Singer, of tke Brandeis, can't 
decide whether it is ‘Five Came 


Back’ or latest ‘Blondie’ picture 
that’s responsible for surprising 


$5,500. 
Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25) — ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) and ‘Iucky Night’ 


(M-G), dual, split with ‘Mutiny on 
(M-G) (reissue) and ‘Kid 
Texas’ (M-G), dual. Booming to 
$2.000, great. Last week ‘Angels 
Have Wings’ (Col) and ‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G), dual, split with ‘Serzeani 
Madden’ (M-G) and ‘Everybody's 
Baby’ (20th), $1,800, very nice. 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 16 
25-35-40 )—‘Five Came Back’ (Ri.O) 
and (Col). i 
usual draw for $5,500, 


‘Blondie’ 


Showing wun- 
Snow ine 


swell. Last 


week, second stanza of ‘Daughte 
Courageous’ (FN) and ‘Code Secrs 
Service’ (FN), average $4,000 after 


first week of $6.500, sockc. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40}— 


‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G) Good $8.000. Lasi 
week ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and 


‘Prison Bars’ (UA), $8,500, nice 
Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Jones 
Family’ (20th), Looks like $8.000, 
very mediocre. Last week ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare’ (M-G) and ‘Tell Tales’ (M-G), 


$8.500, fairish. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Old Caliente’ (Rep), ‘Big Town 


Czar’ (U), 


first runs, and ‘Fani:! 
Next Door’ (U), tripler, split wit 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Night « 
Mysiery’ (Par), dual. Good $1.700 
Last week ‘Wyoming Outlaws’ 
(Rep), ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO), first 
runs, and ‘Cefe Society’ (Par), 
tripler, split with ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep). 
first run, ‘Newsboys Home’ ‘U) and 
‘Angels Wings’ (Col), tripler, $1,700 
good. 
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Quick Buildups for Four 


_ Youngsters at 20th-Fox 








Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Four youngsters are due for a 
quick build-up at 20th-Fox. First 
to get the publicity shower will be 
Linda Darnell, who clicked in “Hotel 
for Women.’ 

Others are Brenda Joyce, who 
makes her debut in ‘The Rains 
Came’; Dorris Bowdon, currently in 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk.’ and 
Robert Shaw, who drew attention by 
his work in ‘Quick Millions.’ 


producers remain. 
At the present time, Grantland 
‘Rice sporis films (Par), Milton 


|} toons are virtually all shorts now 


|this year as compared with 228 in 





Hays Seals Indicate Big 
Drop in Eastern Shorts 


The big dip in shorts production | 
the east this year was reflected 
both in the number of shorts passed 
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on by the Hays office production 
code division up to June 30, and| 


also in the small number of shorts | 
n work on eastern studio stages 
With Warner Bros. halting shorts 


production at its Brooklyn plant and 
Paramount vastly curbing its work 
on musical and band shorts in N. 
Y., only a small handful of shorts 


Schwartzwald musical shorts for 
Universal, Pathe Reviews, Columbia 
sports series and Terry-toon car- | 





being turned out in the east. 
Check shows that the eastern pro- 

duction code office had reviewed 178 

short features in the first six months 


the same period of 1938. 


HEN-RAISERS UP 
CLEVE: ROGERS 
BIG $12,000 


-_—-——_ 





Cleveland, Aug. 1. 

Iniernational poultry congress, 
pulling 80,000 film-minded visitors is 
helping, hiking State’s and Hipp’s 
grosses tg a peak higher than the 
temperature. Former has a hot cake 
in ‘Andy Gets Spring Fever,’ with 
heaviest matinee biz of summer. 
Hipp also whamming conventioneers 


Mols. Vaude Spot Hurts Pic Houses: 
‘Time’ Light 4,200 on Classy Trade 


~n we . 





OK Pix Beat Toronto 
Heat; ‘Mask’ Fine 106 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 

Despite terrific heat wave, b.o. 
currently showing an upswing, at- 
tributed to pre-release of product 
originally skedded for fall, at least 
in Canadian territory. 

‘Man in the Iron Mask’ is showing 
its heels to the rest of the field, but 
‘Daughters Courageous’ is in second 
place and picking up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Imperial «FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—*Prison Without Bars’ (UA) and 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U), dual. Very 
good $7,500. Last week, ‘Girls Go 
Paris’ (Col) and ‘Woman Judge’ 
(Col), good $6,800, 

Loew's (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 


‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘All Come 
Out’ (M-G), dual. Excellent $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and 


‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G), good $7,200. 

Tivoli «FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and 
‘Grand Jury's Secrets’ (Par), dual. 
Good $3,200. Last week, ‘Juarez’ 
(WB) and ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par), 
good $3,400. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—Daughters Courageous’ (WB). 
Very good $7,100. Last week (2d), 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th), good $5,200; 
aiter first week of $6,900. 


Hardy’ $18,000, 
Ginger’s $12,000 








as well as natives with ‘Bachelor | 
Mother,’ rolling along big enough to | 
rate two week h.o. 

Palace is only one starving, ‘In- | 
dianapolis Speedway’ being unable 
to work up any steam. 

Auto strike riots are expected to 
hurt 612. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 
35)—Girl from Mexico’ (RKO) and 
‘Jones Family’ (20th). Good for four 
days, $1,500. Last week, ‘News Made 
Night’ (Col) and ‘Inside Information’ 
‘U) ran half stanza to so-so, $1,000. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). Okay 
$3,500 for second week, moved over 





by Hipp. Last week, ‘Daughters | 
Courageous’ (WB), another §shift- | 
over, got better $3,800, 
Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- | 


35 }—‘Unmerried’ (RKO) plus ‘Some | 


Like It Hoi’ (Par). Not more than | 
$2,306, avev-age, if it lasts a full |} 
frame. Last week, ‘Never Die’ (Par) 
and ‘Can't Murder’ (WB) (2d run), | 
$1,500 


Hipyw (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42- 


Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). | 
Rogers and smart comedy 
giving this cot one of its best 
mer week, $12,000 being fine. 
I week, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th), 
got kidding notices and = slightly | 
melted $9,000. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 

Indianapolis Speedway’ (WB) 
Nobocy of importance in the driver's 
seat; ambling into bad $5,000. May 
be cut short Last week, ‘Tlell's | 
Kitchen’ (WB) extended to nine 
days but couldn’t reap more than 
$6.500. indifferent. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) | 
—‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G). Off to/| 
grand $16.000, doing the heaviest 
day-night biz and definitely going 

to Stillman for fortnight. Last | 
week, ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), well 
old for $11,000, satisfactory. 

Stillman ‘Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55 )—‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). Noth- 
ing wrong with $4.000. Last week, 
‘Maisie’ «M-G), $4,000. 





Radio Plays 





‘Continued from page 1) 





ting $5,000 and the sponsor $1,000 for 
the rights. Total of $5,350 would be 
distributed in 43 cash awards to 
ljisteners over the same period. There 
would be a new contest every three 
months, involving four feature pic- 
tures a year. 

Idea is that the cash prize angle 
would hypo pre-production audience 
interest in the films, since the listen- 
ers would have helped select the 
stories. Actual selection would be 
made by a board of show business 
names, from suggestions contained 
in the listeners’ letters. James Cag- 
ney, Cecil B, DeMille, Marc Connelly 
and Norma Shearer are mentioned 
«#s possible members of the board, 


| ‘Maisie 


|} own pic as 


| lion’ 


}and holding to. 


Forte in Wash. 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

Thanks to a trio of strong attrac- 
tions, maybe a lhttle more cash than 
average is drifting into the b.o., but 
three spots with definitely nice takes 
are wrecking fourth member of the 
big time. Capitol is out in front 
with ‘Second Fiddle’ and much- 
ballyhooed 75-minute edition of 
‘Irene.’ Palace is close second with 
‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever,’ 
and Keith's is big third with ‘Bache- 
lor Mother.’ 

Earle is taking it on the chin bru- 
tally with ‘Magnificent Fraud’ and 
no-star vaude. 

Estimates for ‘his Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 25-35-40-66) 
— Second Fiddle’ (20th) and vaude, 
Henie-Power-Vallee looks good on 
the marquee and Broadway cast in 
locally produced 75-minute 
of ‘Irene’ is climax of weeks of sock 
ballvhoo. Leading town toward nice 
$20,000. Last week ‘Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G) and vaude, slipped when 
word-of-mouth was film ‘is too sad,’ 
but still fair at $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.234: 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par). 
repeat house trving a first run. Be- 
low average $3,000 Last week 
(M-G) (2d run), oke $3,800. 

Earle (WB) (2.216: 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and vaude. 
Opposition slamming this one down 
io pathetic $10.000. Last week ‘Man 


25-40 )— 
Usual 


About Town’ (Par) and vaude, slid 

| slightly to still good $17,500. 
Keith's (RKO) (1.830: 35-55)— 

‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Nice 


bally on Ginger Rogers carrying her 
a dramatic star. Looking 
at big $12.000. Last week ‘Stole Mil- 
(UU), week $6,000. 
“Met (WB) (1,600: 
About Town’ (Par) (2d run). Shoved 
right in after good week at Earle 
ird oke $3,800. Last 
|} week ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
| (2d run), good $4,000. 

| Palace (Loew) (2.242: 
| ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) 
|Last week ‘Mr. 
wk), good $8.500 


 Lacien Hubbard Gets 
Next ‘Tarzan’ Flicker 


25-40 )—‘Man 


35-55 )— 
Swell $18,000. 
Chips’ (M-G) (3d 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Lucien Hubbard will produce 
| Metro's ‘Tarzan’ picture which pres- 
ently is being scripted by Myles 
Connolly. It is tentatively slated to 
roll next month. 

Present plan, depending upon 
Johnny Weismuller’s commitment at 
the New York World's Fair, calls for 
part of the film to be localed in 
Africa. 


SELZNICK’S BRIT. MEGGER 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Robert Stevenson, British director, 
has been pacted by David O. Selz- 
nick 
Saile 





from Londor 


A ug 8. 


version | 





Minneapolis. Aug 1. 

The reopened 4,000-seat Minnesota 
theatre continues to cut a wide box. 
office swath. In second week witk 
its big show for small prices, it stij] 
leads the procession and cuts deeply 
into opposition, 

Huge deluxe house actually turned 
a profit in its initial canto and prom. 
ises to do likewise currently. That 
accomplishment, however, emits trom 
the nut such items as rent, taxes and 
the salary of Gordon Greene, mans 
aging director, who receives his comes 
pensation from the Shubert Players’ 
Corp. Building owners are waiving 
|rent and taking a gamble on net 
| profits in order to try to keep the 

theatre open. 

In addition to the Minnesota the. 
| atre and generally depressed busi« 
;ness conditions, the entertainment 
emporiums have still another reason 
for concern. It’s the annual roller 
derby opening a three-week trick at 
the Auditorium and flooding the 
town with passes redeemable at the 
boxoffice on the payment of a ‘sma)] 
service charge.’ This derby undoubte 
edtly will hurt the Minnesota plenty 
too, because it caters to the same 
class of clientele. 

Of the film newcomers. most promi+ 
nent are ‘On Borrowed Time’ and 
‘Five Came Back,’ at the State and 
Gopher, respectively. Both have exe 
cited raves and are getting some b.o, 
attention, although less, of course; 
than would be their lot in more nors 
mal and happier times. ‘Second Fid+ 
dle’ did fairly well in its first week 
at the State, and because of this 
moderately good showing and the 
present product shortage it has been 
moved over to the Century for a secs 
ond downtown session. The reissued 
‘Eagle and the Hawk’ remains for @ 
third week at the sure-seaier Time, 
where it has been a gross stimulus. 

With Rudy Vallee moving into the 
Orpheum for five days starting Aug, 
|4 and the sure-seater World reopen; 
jing the same day with “The Mikado, 
| there are still more fireworks in 

prospect for the loop. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-25)—~ 
‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) ana ‘News 
Made Night’ (20th), dual’ first-runs 
split with ‘Waterfront’ «WRB) and 
‘Trapped Sky’ (Col), also dual first- 








;runs. Headed for nice $1.800. Last 
| week, ‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO) and 
‘Drummond’ (Par), dual first-runs 


| split with ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) end 
‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), also dual first-runs, 
good $2,000. 


Century (Par-Singer) (1.600: 25- 
| 35-40) — ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th). 
Moved here from the State, where it 
did moderately well. Going along at 
mild pace and should finish to nearly 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Mr. Chips* 
(M-G) (3d wk), $4,500, okay after big 
$11,400 and $7,600 first and second 
week, respectively, 

Gcpher (Par-Singer) (998: 25)— 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) Critics 
and customers going for this one in 
big way. Praise on every hand and 
fair $3,200 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Naughty, Nice’ (WB), $3.600. good. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35) — 
‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th), split with 
‘Susannah’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showings. Headed tor fair 
$2,000. Last week; ‘Invitation Happi- 
ness’ (Par) split with ‘Wonderful 


World’ (M-G), $2,200, okay 


Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 15- 
30)—"Woman Doctor’ ‘Rep! and 
Mayer and Evans topping vaude. 


Any way you look at it, lots of show 
for the admission scale. Malerichs 


18-piece orchestra a draw in itself. 
Line of girls no boxoffice hindrance, 
either. Good $8,000 indicated. Last 


week, $9,100, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) ‘2.800: 25- 
35-40) — ‘Winter Carnival UA) 
Helped by the cast presence of Ann 
Sheridan, who has been so much !n 
the publicity limelight lately, and 
Richard Carlson, former U. of Min- 
nesota actor. Well liked, but not..- 
sufficiently outstanding to overcome 
strong opposition. En route to mild 
$3,800. Last week, “Tarzan Finds Sen 

| (M-G), $3,500, poor. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.200; 25-35- 
40)—‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G!. Su- 
perlatives heaped on this one, but 
| attracting class trade mainly. Lack 
|of names holding down take; only 
| light $4,200 in six days. Last week, 
| ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th), $6,500, good. 

Time (Gilman) (290; 25-25 )— Eagle 
and Hawk’ (Par) (reissue) «3d wk}. 

This one has been a surprise grosser 
and initial estimates have been |oW- 
| Got amazingly good $1,200 first week 
, and $1,000 second. Should click 
| through to profitable $600 this cante- 


e 9 , ‘ - ? 
Henie’s ‘Night 
Hollywood, Aug. i. 
| Sonja Henie is cutting short ber 
| European vacation and returns {[0F 





the stellar spot in ‘Everything Hap- 
pens at Night’ at 20th-Fox 

| Picture rolls Sept. 1 wiih Hey 
| Joe Brown producing 
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NANO MORE On 
THE WAY FROM 
AKO RADII 


GINGER ROGERS ° CAROLE LOMBARD * CARY GRANT * KAY FRANCIS P 
ANNA NEAGLE ¢ CHARLES LAUGHTON * ANNE SHIRLEY * JOHN WAYNE Sel 
CLAIRE TREVOR * HELEN VINSON * RAYMOND MASSEY °¢ DAVID NIVEN 
CHARLES COBURN * FRANK ALBERTSON * MAY ROBSON ° EDNA MAY 

OLIVER * ZASU PITTS * H. B. WARNER * GEORGE SANDERS * WALTER : 
CONNOLLY ° VERREE TEASDALE * FRANKLIN PANGBORN ° SIR CEDRIC 
HARDWICKE ¢ BRIAN AHERNE * WALTER HAMPDEN * MAUREEN O'HARA 





EIGHT PICTURES AS GREAT AS THE MIRACLE MEN WHO DIRECT THEM! : 


GARSON KANIN ° JOHN CROMWELL ° HERBERT WILCOX * GREGORY 
LA CAVA * GEORGE STEVENS * WILLIAM SEITER * WILLIAM DIETERLE 
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Sea Sa star r ing 


“GINGER ROGERS i. 


DAVID NIVEN ... 


DS 


CHARLES CORURN - FRANK ALBERTSON : 


Sts Sa 


E_ E. CLIVE .:. DIRECTED BY GARSON KANIN . . PRODUCED & j 
BY B. G. DeSYLVA . . PANDRO S. BERMAN IN | 
CHARGE OF PRODUCTION . . SCREEN PLAY BY 


NORMAN KRASNA . . STORY BY FELIX JACKSON. 


EOE eee 


Now playing to peak midwinter 
grosses in first runs through 
out the country!...Held over 
at Radio City Music Hall after ® 
a first week that lifted it | : - FA 
to that coveted $100,000- o> io 
a-week class!...AS BIG | je m fe a 

AS THEY MAKE ’EM—AND © (umm 

PRESENT GROSSES PROVE IT! 





Carole y 
LOMBARD 


Cacy 
GRANT 
K 








§STARS, STARS, STARS= 
# Carole and Cary and Kay — the 
¢ biggest box-office threesome of 
¢ the season...all in the Park 
. Avenue-flavored drama of a 
* blonde-brunette battle for the 
love of a man worth fighting for! 
--A BIG-TIME SHOW NOW SET 

FOR PRE-RELEASE RUNS IN 


wee nad KEY SPOTS COAST TO COAST! 
CHARLES COBURN-HELEN VINSON-KATHARINE ALEXANDER ® 
JONATHAN HALE « MAURICE MOSCOVICH . panoros. BERMAN in DIRECTED BY 
charge of production * Produced by GEORGE HAIGHT «+ Screen Play by RICHARD SHERMAN JOHN CROMWELL 
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starring Be Ses wg a 


ANNA NEAGLE 


with EDNA MAY OLIVER 
GEORGE SANDERS-MAY igs =o 
ROBSON « ZASU PITTS | fugue 
H.B.WARNER... [fs 
siavegeyine HERBERT WILCOX 


Screenplay by Michael Hogan * Muscical score by Anthony Collins =] 














IT’S MORE THAN A BiG 
PICTU RE wo it’s the screen's greatest 


tribute to the glory of woman’s courage 
and the wonder of her unpredictable | 
heart! .. It’s Hollywood’s newest note — 
in super thrillers, with England’s greatest - 
actress in the role that will make her 
one of America’s most popular stars! 


AN RKO-IMPERADIO PICTURE 


Remon 





Se 


bo 


WALTER CONNOLLY » JAMES ELLISON || 
TIM HOLT » VERREE TEASDALE | 
KATHARINE ADAMS » FRANKLIN PANGBORN 









Streamlined Cinderella in sables!... 
Joyous Ginger in the perfect role 
for a picture to cause the “Ohs” 
and “‘Ahs” and heart-throbs! What ~. “ a ae meg 
a set-up for the producer-director ~< #uuae lpr = 
who wrapped up your heart with sees ty DS 

“Stage Door.”’... Soon ready for 
pre-release runs everyhwere! 
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~ CHARLES LAUGHTO 


RTHE HUNCHBACK 0 
mB NOTRE DAME * 
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” WALTER HAMPDEN « MAUREEN 
O'HARA Sir CEDRIC HARDWICKE 
VICTOR HUGO'S mighty and a cast of thousands . 


novel... directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 
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[ by special arrangement with Warner Bros. } 


— LE LOMBARDS é } F 
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al "PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY 


GEORGE STEVENS 


with 


i BRIAN AHERNE 
ti ANNE SHIRLEY 


A. J. CRONIN’S GREATEST STORY SINCE “THE CITADEL” 
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~ THE GREATEST ACTION SPECIAL 


you'll get this year!...The screen’s great moving drama of 
pioneers against the wilderness. It’s all excitement, thrill 
and wonder!...Qutdoors on the grandest scale the screen 
has ever known!...ONE OF THE BIGGEST AND MOST IMPOR- 7 


TANT PICTURES ON RKO RADI 















































'Magnificently portrayed by a cast of thousands of 
settiers, indians, soldiers, wagon-train men and 
backwoods statesmen, headed by 


,JOHN WAYNE 
CLAIRE TREVOR 
GEORGE SANDERS 


Directed by 


WILLIAM A. SEITER 


THE ONE GREAT LINCOLN SHOW 
OF ALL TIME!. PAVMQND ¢ 
. MASSEY | 


WOOD'S PULITZER PRIZE PLay. | 











ROBERT E. SHER 
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Produced by Directed by 


MAX GORDON PLAYS AND 
PICTURES, INC. tL Hi B 
HARRY M. GOETZ, Pres. » MAX GORDON, Vice-Pres. 


© DE MIRJIAN 
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EIGHT OF THE BIGGEST $ 
VOU EVER HAD THE LUCK 7 Pu 


Top-Bracket Pictures..Every One! 





MARCH OF TIME’S “TH ; 
IME’ E RAMPARTS WE WATCH” wi 
oe NHOE”. . 


LESLIE HOWARD in “THE MAN 

ptr WHO FOUND HIMSELF“. . 

ed ceili: dean a LAUREL and HARDY a 

alpen oscsrlal pena SCHOOL DAYS". . JEAN HERSHOLT 

hag oe SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON”. .“AFRICA 

petrol te RSLAYER". .. HAROLD LLOYD’S “ : 
. aie CHASING 


in “PASSPORT e © 
on LiFe” Mame Ld 
ym » ‘ : =) | 
R K O 4 K AN KY Sth and his orchestra, hottest thing in Entertainment, 
ical by DAVID BUTLER. Titled from 


E 
RA D i © § to he directed ina spectacular mus 
PICTURES & the“Old Professor s own radio line: ‘That s Right-You re Wrong. 






—prilliant actor and director, to make one picture a year ..- 


and what a picture is planne 


A. ORSON WELLES nm mm 


d-for his first! 
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Anglo-U. S. Irritance With Japan 


Affecting American Show Bi 








——— 


Tokyo, Aug. 1. | When a Comic Rued 


In the wake of a series of situa- 
tions with Great Britain and the 
United States, Japan has made new 
preparedness moves within show biz 
as a precaution should the present 
crises assume more serious propor- 


tions. 
The latest move, and significant of 


the procedure adopted against the 
U.S., primed particularly because of 
the U.S. renunciation last week of 
its trade treaty, made in 1911, with 
Japan, is the forestalling of all 
money withdrawals. Several weeks 
ago a preliminary step was taken in 
the temporary ‘freezing’ of film coin 
collected by American companies but 
this, according to late reports, has 
been extended to all fornis of show 
biz. A plan to thaw frozen film coin 


in Japan was originally worked out 
for American companies less than a 
year ago. 

Also, in keeping with the general 
trend in Japan, is the planned demo- 
lition of the Kawaguchi dance hall, 
the largest ballroom in Tokyo, and 
once a popular spot for flesh shows, 
in order that a munitions plant may 
be constructed. 


Estimated this week in N. Y. that 
American companies have _ about 
$1,200,000 tied up in film rentals in 
Japan, bulk of this money represent- 
ing coin collecting from distribution 
since Jan. 1 last. While it is highly 
dubious when this money can be 
taken from Japan, American foreign 
department heads pointed out that 
even the elimination of U. S. trade 
treaty with Japanese would not pre- 
vent the film companies from doing 
business in Japan, Three major dis- 
tributors still operate in Germany 
although this country has no trade 
treaty with the Nazi government. 

Status of American distributors in 
Japan unquestionably was the prin- 
cipal topic of discussion among 
foreign department executives last 
week. In all talks, two divisions of 
opinion developed. One was that a 
trade treaty break would be bene- 
ficial for American industrial firms 
generally. This group believes that 
Japan can’t afford a trade break 
with the U. S., because so dependent 
on this country for supplies of every 
sort. On the other hand, 
Zroup believed that abrogation of 
the treaty would infuriate the Japa- 
nese, because causing them to lose 
face internationally. Reaction would 
be tossing out all U. S. companies al- 
though even these theorists were 
doubtful if they would extend such 
drastic action to American film dis- 
tributors. 

Trade treaty abrogation does not 
become effective for six months, and 
picture executives pointed out that 
many things could transpire to en- 
tirely change the setup in that time. 





Japs’ Foreign Imports 


Halved by Restrictions 


Tokyo, July 17. 
Foreign pictures released here 
until the end of total 78, half 
the released before foreign 
film imports were restricted. Of this 
nur 


June 
amount 
Para- 


64 were American 


n ad the most releases, 12. 

- Jean films totaled only 14, in- 
Cluding seven British pictures, 
French and three German, 


four 





All Top Pix Are U. S. 
Washington, Aug. 1. 
All Class A pictures in Japan, 12 


In all, were supplied by U. S. com- 
Panies, 


Attendance in Tokyo’s 296 picture 


theatres was 71,304,484 in 1938. At- 
tendance at all amusement houses 
totaled. 86,598,627 during the past 


year or an increase of 3,107,944 over 
the previous year. 





| Italian officials that American pro- | last 
| ducers represented. | Britain quota failed to include any 
Producers in France and England | Dominion-produced films. 


signified |an Australian-made film could be 


another | 


Stopping the Show 
Mexico City, Aug. 1. 


Adherents of rival political parties, 
taking umbrage at lines and wise- 


| cracks of comedians, riotously halted 


the show at the Teatro Lirico here, 
revue house where Lupe Velez got 
her start. The players were pelted 
with most things that were handy, 
a couple of shots were fired and a 
woman in the audience suffered a 
broken leg before the cops stopped 
the outbreak, 

Local stage houses have been 
warned that the civic government 
will get tough if they make comedy 
of politics and politicians. There’s a 
law against that. All concerned have 
have appealed to President Lazaro 
Cardenas for guarantees of their 
rights. 


U. S. NIXES BID 
FROM VENICE 
FOR CANNES 


Venice, July 20. 
England and France have not yet 
officially notified organizers of Ven- 
ice Bienniel whether or not they 
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McIntyre Temporarily 


Replaces Wien ee xepa London Looks to Malvern Festival 
To Aid Emergence from Legit Lag: 
G. B. Shaw, Hsiung Plays to Preem 


Sydney, July 10. | 

Sir Victor Wilson has bowed out | 
as head of the Motion Picture Dis- | 
tribs Assn. and Here McIntyre, of 
Universal, is acting as chairman, in 
association with Cecil Mason, Co- 
lumbia, and Cecil Marks, United | 
Artists. Wilson had resigned early 
last spring but didn’t relinquish his 
duties until last week. | 

Successor won't be named until | 
several prominent Aussie pic men 
return from abroad. 


NS.W. Exhibs 
Protest Forced 
Anglo Film Buy 


Sydney, Tuly 10. 

Despite the recent government rul- 
ing that obligates New South Wales 
exhibs to show at least 15% British 
product, some exhibs here plan to 
fight the measure, indicating they 
would buy only the best British 
product, 

It’s said here that governmental 
interference is thwarting the film | 
business’ upturn. Check shows that | 
many exhibs are bitterly opposed to) 
being told what they must screen in 
their theatres. That 25% rejection 
right on U. S. product was suitable | 
to them but the 15% compulsory | 
British playing time is a different 














| 








PINK LADY 


Guatemaia Bans ‘Mexico’s Bern- 
hardt’ As Communist Propagandist 








Mexico City, Aug. 1. 
Guatemalan government forbade 





| 





London, Aug. 1}, 
London’s West End legit, which 
during the past season suffered from 
a painful lethargy, is looking for- 
ward to the annual Malvern Festival 
to supply the spark that might mean 
the difference in ‘39-40 between a 


the entry to its territory of Mexican | Successful and poor season, 


dramatic company headed = and 
owned by Virginia Fabregas, ‘Mex- 
ico’s Sarah Bernhardt,’ who has 
played in Hollywood Spanish pro- 
ductions, on the ground that Mex- 
icans,. especially thespians, are com- 
munist propagandists. 

Company was booked into a lead- 
ing Guatemala City theatre and had 
a road tour. 


U.S. FILMS COOL 
TO FRANCO'S 
PIX IDEA 


Franco government's proposed im- 
port regulations for Spain are cen- 








story, they aver. | tered in a five-point program. Initial 


Back of this 15% compulsory reg-. 
ulation is a desire of producers in 


will participate in the international; New South Wales to return to the, 
| film show opening here Aug. 8. The} British market with their product.) 


Hays office, however, has 


will not be 


are understood to have 


willingness to participate but their| counted as a 


notified | British market was closed to them 


year when the new Great 


Before, 


quota production. 


governments haven't taken any of-| Hence, American or other distribu- 


ficial steps. yermany, Spain, Po- 
land, Sweden, Japan, Belgium, Ru- 
mania and India are expected to take 
part in the festival. 


| 


} 
| 


tors did not pick up Australian pic- 
tures as heretofore. Aussie produc- 
ers hoped to reopen the British mar- 
ket by some reciprocal arrangement; 


Expected that 36 films will be} hence the 15% clause. Only catch is 


shown this year. Cups go to the 
‘bests’ following foreign, Italian edu- 


cational and color films, plus best 
actor and best actress. Scientific | 
and documentary films, animated | 
cartoons and special subjects will 


also be contested. 
U. S. te Cannes 


Because U. S. distributors no long- 
er operate in Italy, American pro- 


to the Cannes (France) exposition, 
opening next month, and won’t en- 
ter the Venice fete. ‘Indiscriminate’ 





ducers will send their prize product | 


| 
| 


awarding of prizes last year was an- | 


other factor in the Americans’ fail- 
ure to enter the Venice contests. 

Great Britain and France have 
also sent entiries to Cannes. 


Lack of Demand For 
Mex-Made Pix Brings 


Home Prod. Crisis 


Mexico City, Aug. 1. 
A crisis has arisen in Mexico’s 
domestic film production, caused by 
a lack of demand for made-in-Mex- 
icos. 





situation in 
studios, 


acute 
affects 


3ecause of the 
the industry which 
producers and distributors, a petition 
to the government for assistance was 


| recently made on behalf of all these 


branches. The first apparent-result 
of this action was a promise by the 
federal district authorities to enact 
legislation which will force local ex- 
hibitors to set aside 12 complete 
weeks each year for the exhibition 


| of Mexican-mades. 


In order to stimulate 


| production, local studios have prom- 
|ised to reduce charges as much as 


| eratism,’ 


Although there has been no offi- | 
Cial change in Japanese film cen-| 


Sorship, observers claim that the na- | 
‘to enforce the federal law which de- 


psy emergency has created a dif- 
te attitude by censors towards 
scenes which previeusly had not 
deen objectionable. 
for new 
Which ¢ 


Holds not only 
films but for old pictures 
Ome up for re-censoring. 


believed the 
en- 


possible but it’s not 
reduction will be sufficient to 
courage increased output. 

Also endangering the 


local situa- 





;are 


domestic | 


tion is the unions’ fight against ‘coop- | 


which they declare is un- 
fair competition. Unions have asked 
the Confederation of Mexican Work- 
ers, Mexico’s most powerful union, 


cres that all who join cooperatives 

lose membership in the CMW. 
Government appears to be neutral, 

though it’s fostering other industrial 


cooperatives. 


| 


} 


| 


that the British government, via its 
own Board of Trade, does not ap- 
pear anxious to reach an agreement 
with local producers. 


Fortunately for U. S. distributors, 


reaction among foreign departments 
of U. S. film companies isn’t fa- 
vorable. 

Perhaps the most vital of the 
regulations is the one requiring pic- 
ture companies to produce one film 
on Spanish soil for every 10 pictures 
imported into Spain. American dis- 


The Festival, which opens Aug. 7 
and continues until Sept. 2, will see 
the world premieres of six plays, 
one by George Bernard Shaw, for 
whom the Festival was originally 
dedicated. 

That the native-son dramatists 
failed to deliver during the past sea- 
son was evidenced by the acclaim and 
support given to such importations 
from the U. S. as ‘Amphitryon 38,’ 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ ‘Golden Boy,’ ‘The 
Women,’ ‘Of Mice and Men’ and 
‘Alien Corn.’ ‘George and Margaret’ 
and ‘French Without Tears,’ home 
products, are continuing to play, at 
pop prices, after exceptional first 
runs of two years apiece. . 

Out of the past season the lead- 
ing English dramatist was Dodie 
Smith, the main money-maker, with 
her ‘Dear Octopus,’ followed by ‘The 
Corn Is Green.’ Shaw’s ‘Geneva’ 
received fairly solid backing but 
could not be hailed as a real suc- 





cess. On this hypothesis then, as a 
provid. nt vehicle the cradle of Mal- 
vern failed last year to produce an 
outstanding success. ‘Geneve’ alone 
went the distance of the plays pro- 
duced at Malvern and subsequently 
in the West End. 
Sir Barry Jackson Started Fete 


| 
| The Festival was started by Sir 


Barry Jackson as a complimentary 
| gesture to Shaw. Its presentations 
first were Elizabethan dramas, 


tributors have indicated they won't| Shakespeare had his day, folk pieces 


go into production in order to dO| made their 


business in Spain. 


U.S. PIX STILL 





~ EYED BY ITALY 


the new 15% clause does not permit! 


further rejection on top of tl 74% 
already lodged against A...erican | 
companies (25% 

right plus 24% 
Aussie quota). 


rejection covering 





| 
Burstyn, Back From 
Abroad, Sees Gallic | 


| 
| 


Pix Better This Year 





Because of attempts to return to 
the truly French local angle and dis- 


|carding of efforts to ape Hollywood 


| methods, French product is likely to 


be considerably improved in the 
next 12 to 18 months, according to 
Joseph Burstyn, of Mayer & Burstyn, 
foreign film distributors in U.S., who 
returned last week after eight weeks 
in Europe. 

Burstyn returned to N. Y. with 
eight features lined up, six of which 
French. One is ‘Louise,’ Grace 
Moore’s starrer. Another is ‘Katia,’ 
with Danielle Darrieux and John 
Loder. RKO will handle the latter 
in about 35 countries. Another Dar- 
rieux starrer, ‘Heartbeat,’ may be 
made entirely in English with 
Gregor Rabinovitch mentioned as its 
producer. 


re- 





Par’s Bergner Solo 


London, Aug. 1. 
David Rose has signed Elisabeth 
Bergner for one picture for Para- 
mount. 
It will be made here as soon as a 
script and cast are selected. 


= ~ 


BALLANCE’S OPERATION 


Charles Ballance, Paramount's gen- 
eral manager for India, who under- 
went a spinal operation § several 
days ago in Atlanta, was reported 
recovering nicely yesterday (Tues.). 

Ballance came to N, Y. several 
weeks ago for home Office huddles, 
and was in Atlanta on a visit when 
the operation decided on 





was 


Semi-official feelers continue being | ?' 
for | circles. 


put out by the Italian govt. 
tions with American 
which may lead to business being 
reestablished in that country before 
the year is out. A representative of 
the government is known to have 


approached Paramount officials in 


general rejection! resumption of film distributing rela-| 
companies, | Of sound, diligent management. 


England with overtures of a quasi- 


official nature, and indicated that 
Italy is ready to negotiate with U. S. 
distributors once more. 

transmitted to the 


Feeler was 


| Heys organization for consideration 


and Charles J. Pettijohn was dele- 
gated to go to Italy for further con- 
crete conferences, sailing last Fri- 
day (28). 

Italian exhibitors are beginning to 
feel the pinch of a lack of suitable 
film product. Shortage is assuming 
alarming proportions and would be- 
come desperate by next October un- 
less something is done. A significant 
and encouraging factor in the situa- 
tion is fact that two weeks ago 
the Italian government appointed a 
committee empowered to regulate o1 
in the monopoly dis- 
tribution decree, 
out necessity of 
> law 

American distributors want to 
down to brass tacks, but hope that 
all the companies continue to main- 


the 


make changes 


. + . ‘+ rit} 
as lt sees fit, withn- 


actually repealing 


get 


| tain an unbroken front. If they don’t 


weaken for the next few months and 
start shipping film to Italy on one 
pretext or another, as was done last 
spring by several of the companies, 
the Italian situation will be licked. 
Should they be able to resume 
business in Italy as before, the dis- 
tributors feel it will be the first suc- 
cessful effort to stop the increasing 
tide of restrictions against them 
which has spread throughout Europe. 





Wright’s London Click 


London, Aug. 1. 
Charles Wright opened at the 
Berkeley hotel here last night (Mon- 
day) and scored splendidly. He's an 
accordionist-singer. 
He’s in for five weeks, 


| financed 
j here. 


way, then a trend of 
productions ‘differént’ in stage lore, 
and, to be always counted .on, a 
play from Shaw himself. The lat- 
ter’s ‘Back to Methuselah’ and ‘The 
Apple Cart,’ to name but two of his 
Outstanding successes, had _ their 
world premieres at Malvern. It was 
|not until later years that the Festi- 
val became a tryout spot for 
prospective London plays. 

This year the second Festival is 
under the sponsorship of Roy Lim- 
bert, well-known in entertainment 
His opening run last sea- 
son is held to have been an example 
Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke is in association 
with Limbert this year. 

‘The play’s the thing’ at Malvern, 
but to the drama has been adjoired 
an attractive gathering of concert 
artists, lecturers, garden parties, the 
typical tea-time talks by distinctive 
patrons of letters, all in the setting 
of the charming health resort and 
presented 

Shaw’s epic this year is ‘In Good 
King Charles’ Golden Days,’ which 
is about Charles II. Another steady 
Malvern penman, James Bridie, is 





strictly informally 
etricily astLOlLIMaiiy, 


| represented this year by ‘What Say 


They?’ set to a Scottish background 
and by way of being a thriller fan- 
tasy. The third play is ‘The Pro- 
fessor From Pekin,’ by S. I. Hsiung, 
who wrote ‘Lady Precious Stream.’ 
The remaining plays of the sched- 
ule are ‘Old Master,’ by Alexander 
Knox; ‘Big Ben,’ by Ev Price 
and Ruby Miller, and ‘Dead Heat,’ 
a comedy, by Sir Robert Vansittart 
Latter is in the nment’s diplo- 
matic corps. He has a lot of writ 


adne 
Zovel 


Griffis Admits Par’s 
Deal on London Cinemas 


London, Aug. 1. 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of the 
Paramount executive committee who 
is here honeymooning, admits sev- 
eral people are negotiating to pur- 
chase the Paramount theatres here. 
Griffis concedes that the 16 British 
Par cinemas haven’t sufficient pur- 
chasing power, but that the com- 
pany would retain one house in Lon- 
don for showcase purposes. 

It’s reasonably definite that Odeon 
(Oscar Deutsch) will lease all Para- 
mount houses in England, excepting 
the London Plaza, under an arrange- 
ment whereby Par would get an 
advantageous booking deal. 

Pact awaits the sanction of Sol 
Sagall and Emil Wertheimer, who 
Paramount construction 


eed 
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Stanley and Livingstone | ing the dramatic production, in Hol- | 


|lywood, with sequences made for the 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. picture more than year ago when di- | 


| 
20th Century-Fox release of Darryl F.| rector Otto Brower headed an expe-, 
anal oe” aooee steal bee ney ‘dition to Africa to obtain background | 
JMavcKow an. stars spencer racy, ‘ ee cal mi J 
Mance Kelly, Bichand Greene: fentares and atmosphere shots on the ground, 


Matching is a generally 
Afri- 


is excellent. 
and Henry Travers. | excellent job of high calibre. 


Walter Brennan, Charles Coburn, Sir Cedrie 
Hardwicke, Henry Hull 


“eet “- Magee Rr Si reenp! A »Y | can jaunt was reperted to have cost 
*hilip unne and Julien Josephson: story oe anal : 
outline ond histe ined research by Sam Hell the studio $250,000, with the com- 
man and Hol Lone; musical direction, Louis plete negative cost at around 
Silvers; editor, Barbara McLean; camera, 2,250,000. Results on the screen 
ee ee on. ete from entertainment standpoint seem 
room. Running time, 100 MINS fully worth the price, picture loonis 
Henry M. Stanley Spencer T as a big profit venture for both 
Eve Kingsley.......... 7 Naney Kelly company and exhibitors, 
ey. Sr eee .. Richard Greene 

a MOINS si caade cae tee Walter Brennan 


| ee harles Coburn | 
Dr. David Livingstone Sir Celiie Hardtwieke | 
Jaumes Gordon Kennett, Jr..... lienry Hull 
PE BR rere rr tlenry Travers 


THE OLD MAID 


Hollywood, July 29. 











Sir John Gresham. ..ccccsccsed Miles Mande: Warner Bis ‘ e of Henry Blanke 
ess. ee eoeee ROVER Torrence! product on. Stars Pette Davis and Miriam 
Captain Webb ‘aul Stanton, Hop’ : Directed by BFdmund Goulding. 
Frederick me I ' rt NS ‘lav fy ‘ ey Redinson based on 
Sir Oliver a P stagne Shaw: pla H Yoe Atins, from novel by Edith 
Sic Henry Forrester........ Bronion Burt! Wherten: camer: Tony Gaudio; editor 
Hassan ie <eeeenee pees Viassan Snid: Georvve Ams asst. director. Jack Sullivan, 
Colonel Grimes. ccciccccccess Peal Horvey | Previewed ar Warners Boverty, July:28, °39. 
* \ Russell Hicks | Running time, 9% MINS, 
Commissioners. «ciceccicccees > Frank Dae | Charl bia Seats Bette Davis 
MUOUCNORG 6530856600 ites jo h Crehan Delia Lovell Miriam Hopkins 
Carmichael..............Rote.t Middlemass Clem Spender. ..cccee ..Cieorge Brent 
nla gp ige AN TORE Ce coos eeD rank Jaquet | yor, Tanskell....cecececccee ees Donald Crisp 
Sir Francis Vane...... ‘ i b Derwent | Ting... ...ccocccccccccovccscosesdsme Bryan 
laagiaesiin i Doy ‘ ..lLouise Fazenda 
‘Stanley and Livingstone’ holds! Jim Ra! James Stephenson | 
boxoffice promise for socko biz. lt’s! Joe Pr. Liste n ee . Jerome ( wan H 
: F | Lanning itaiseyv... .... William Lundigan 
absorbing and adventurous drama,| Gpanimother Lovell ; Cecilia Loftus 
accentuated by outstanding perform-j Jim...............0.0-000eee Rand Brooks 
ances by Spencer Tracy and Sir Ced- | Dee..----- eeeeeee Janet Shaw 
ric Hardwicke in title spots respee- | 0M! sss e HS WOe Hopper 


ively; excelle irec iffi- | ie eet , , 
he fa soccer fey ne Flys Film VET ESO of ae Pulitzer Berar | 
velopment building to inspiring cli- |Pl@y, of several years back sticks | 
max. Picture, cinch for general audi- | Pretty close to the original playscript | 
ence appeal, is one of topnotchers |i" evelopment and dialog. Therein | 
turned out by Zanuck. ilies a handicap to success of the piece | 
Foreign grosses, especially British | 2? the screen. it's stagey, sombre | 
empire, loom big. Minimum dialog ; and generally confusing fare for the | 
passages and adventurous foundation | film audiences. Its prime ajpeal is 
strengthen the hefty gross potentiali- | ‘0 femme audience>. ey 
ties in non-English speaking coun-| , Picture has been given quality pro- 
tries. |duction investiture, is impressive in 
Fundamentally, it's lusty, pioneer- |@isplay of sterling performances, 
ing adventure, detailing successful 294 displays painstaking direction. 
attempt of Stanley (Tracy) to fing | But it fails to clearly define motiva- 
Livingstone (Hardwicke) in the tions and reasons for quick change 
heart of Africa. Surmounting heavy of appeal for audience sympathy 
handicaps in a new and refreshing | {TOM one character to another. As 
background, picture equals the best result, audiences wil] became puzzled 


: . ~ rr se srings € j } 

efforts of earlier films depicting ;t the meanderinuys of the piece, | 

pioneering in the western United | Which sometimes tend towards out- | 

States. Story combines fictional | "ight boredom, and does not entirely | 

and factual ‘blending of Stanley- clear up ihe confusion generated. | 
« < & ) c v- 


‘The Old Maid’ will need plenty of 


Livingstone event. Switch is pro- 
5 oe ore {exploitation to catch attention from | 


vided in the opening when Spencer 


Tracy, reporter for James Gordon | the, women fans. It has a good chance 
Bennett, Jr.. of the New York | With the handkerchief-wielders, and | 
Herald, emerges from the show- |f€™mes who relish a good cry will | 
bound Comanche country with an |2¢t it and perhaps overlook general | 
exclusive interview with a ram- |S®ortcomings of the story itself. Men 
paging Indian cnief. Back in New j will find the piece dated, slow and | 


York, accompanied by Indian Scout | “™nteresting. ns a 
Walter Brennan, who got him!,,5tarring combo of Bette Davis and 
throvgh to the tribal leader, Bennett | Miriam Hopkins will get the picture | 
impresses Tracy with importance of |2W8Y to nominal start in the top| 
finding Livingstone in mid - Africa, | keys, with rep of the play likely as- | 
the biggest news story of the world, |Sisting in the metropolitan centers, | 

Accepting, Tracy journeys to Zan. | Otherwise, it will have to battle to} 
zibar, accompanied by Brennan. |22> more than passing b.o, attention. 
Meets and falls in love with Nancy} , Story opens during the Civil War 
Kelly, which provides further inspi- |@@¥s.. Miriam Hopkins loves George 
ration to find Livingstone. Assembling | Brent, but when he fails to return 
native safari, Tracy pushes west- | after two years, prepares to ere | 
ward. Hardships and adventures of |"!¢h James Stephenson, Brent ar- 





caravan are highlighted over year |'ves on the wedding day and is 
period, with Tracy finally fever-|comforted by Bette Davis, younger 


stricken. First trail of Livingstone |COUSin of Miss Hopkins. Brent goes 
imparted by native savages at this/tO0 war and is killed, leaving Miss 
point, with Tracy pushing ahead for | Davis with a child. She opens a 
15 days despite illness, |children’s home in the stable to be 

Tracy discovers Livingstone happy | €aT her offspring, but when con- 
in a native village, practicing as a|fronted with marriage to Stephen- 
doctor to natives and doing yoeman |$09S brother, confesses her mother- 


missionary work, preaching the gos- hood to Miss Hopkins. Latter calls 
pel. Doctor explains he is neither |0f% the marriage and takes the 
lost nor hiding—work has to be done | ™Mother and child into her home 


and figures Tracy came to 
Newshound Tracy gradually becomes 


Jieninl nf treinMoctn . ‘ Ts 
a disciple of Livingstone during his 


help. | with her own children after her hus- 
band dies. 

' | Skipping over 15 years, household 
extended agrees with the |iS presented in complex antagonism | 
doctor that the curtains hiding cen- | between the two cousins, now matron- 
tral Africa must be opened. Living- |!¥-. Miss Hopkin motherly, kind 
stone explains his previous explor- jand considerate of the children ap- 
ing expeditions, and: discloses maps | Proaching their 20’s, while Miss Davis 
made. ‘Tracy accompanies Living-|iS dour, snappy and sullen, especial 
stone on an exploration when the|ly towards her own child. It’s a 
Doctor is stricken with a recurrent |Cconflict between the two women for 
fever attack. With his story, Tracy the love and affection of the child 
returns to Zanzibar, creating a world | both loved. The girl considers Miss 
sensation in the Herald, with the dis- | Hopkins her mother: while the real 
closure Livingstone is alive in the | mother, Bette Davis, is hated for her 
heart of Africa. But British Geog-| meddling and intolerance 


mty 


stay and 


towards 


raphers Society refuses to accept | her daughter. — 
proofs offered by Stanley, when word When the girl has chance to 
reaches London that Livingstone dieqd | Marry. Miss Hopkins adopts her le- 


of fever and had left a message, seni | gally to provide a name and station 
to Zanzibar. asking Tracy to carry jin life. and on the wedding night 
on the work he started. Tracy tosses |Miss Davis insists on disclosing her 
his Herald job to return to Africa | real identity. But she cannot bring 
and continue Livingstone’s task, fol- herself to the crucial point and is 
lowing in footsteps of the man he content to stand in the background | 
came to love and respect. with her motherhood forever hidden. 
Tracy gives a convincing and rer- Lacking clear definition of its pur- 
suasive portrayal as the reporter de- | Dose, story gets rather jumbled in its 
termined to get his story and in- attempt to follow a straight and con- 
spired by love of Miss Kelly—with | cise line. It also swings, or attempts 
both overshadowed by the personal- to swing audience sympathy back and 
ity of Livingstone later. Nancy Kelly 
is a most adequate romantic inter- | seeking to justify individual motives 
est; Walter Brennan excellent as the |that. on the surface, are based on 
Indian scout transposed to African ;continual undercurrent of conflict 
plains. Charles Coburn makes a very between the pair. Story itself is a 
Britisher-sort as publisher Lord Tyce 
who tries to discredit Tracy’s achiev- | bittex 
ment. Richard Greene is in for,to brighten up the piece. 
minor spot, while Henry Travers is| Miss Davis prevides a strong por- 
best of the long supporting cast. trayal in the titie role. She’s con- 
Primarily carrying heavy appeal |vincingly self-saciificing in attempts 
to men, picture holds strong interest | to conceal her mrternal identity, and 
to women in the outright exposition | still morose in carrying her under- 
of an historical event of major in- | cover hatred for the cousin whom 
terest during the past 75 years. Deli- | she figures has ruined her happiness. 
cately handled, but forceful, is the |Miss Hopkins, on the other hand, 
detailing of Livingstone’s missionary provides a strong contrast as the 
achievements among the natives and |motherly matron—lovable and un- 
teaching hymns for Sunday services. derstanding of the children under her 
Latter is a cinch to focus attention care, and disputing the attitude of 
of the clf#Pfch €iemefits on the pic- her maidenly cousin. 
ture alone. In support, George Brent is okay 
Picture is given ‘epic’ production jas the original lover, but is killed 
values in al] departments. Interweav- off early. Donald Crisp is kindly and 


fall technical 


forth from one cousin to the other, | cile 


| lingerie habiliments. 


dramatic narrative of jealousies and | 
attitudes—with little lightness | 


FILM REVIEWS 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Stanley and Livingstone’ 
(20th). Socko b.o. adventure 
film with Tracy, Hardwicke ex- 
cellent in title roles. 

‘The Old Maid’ (WB). Bette 
Davis and Miriam Hopkins in 
mid-Victorian drama Must aim 
for femme trade chiefly. 

‘Hotel for Women’ (20th). Syn- 
thetic Cinderella story embel- 
lished with elaborate display of 
feminine pnulchritude. 

‘Mr. Wong in Chinatewn,’ 
(Mono). Mystery meller who- 
dunit with Boris Karlo: as a 
suner-sleuth. Needs exploitation. 

‘Our Leading Citizen’ (Par). 
Bow Burns handicapped by bur- 


densome story. Program = sup- 
porter. 

‘Hidden Power’ (Col). Weak 
dualer about a medico’s search 
for a secret formula, Jack Holt 
as the scientist. 

‘Colorado Sunset’ (Rep). Gene 


Au.cy mustanger that should fare 
weil. 

‘ian From Texas’ (Mono), 
Best of the Tex Ritters, should 
satisfy western fans. 

‘Three Texas Steers’ ‘Rep). 
Out-of-the-groove western with 
circus background. Satisfactory 
comedy actioner for duals. 

‘Wings Over Africa’ (Merit). 
British try on an adventure film 
that makes weak American B 
pictures look grade A. 








sympathetic as the family doctor; and 
Jane Bryan is effervescently capable 
as the deb daughter. Louise Fazenda 
stands out as the family maid to Miss 


|'Davis down through the years. Bal- 


ance of cast has been neatly selected. 
Direction is deliberate, accentuat- 
ing the dramatic values of the script 


|}at hand. It’s hard to get over to au- 


diences of today the straight-laced 


land narrow conventions of the mid- 


Victorian period, but Edmund Gould- 
ing has done exceedingly well with 
the story at hand. 

Picture is productionally fine in 
departments, and has 
been given rather lavish investiture 
throughout. Camera work is of high 
standard. 


HOTEL FOR WOMEN 


Hollywood, July 28. 
20th Century-Fox release of Kaymond 
Griffith production. Features Ann Sothern, 


Linda Darnell, Lynn Bari, June Gale, Jeyvee ! 


Compton, Elsa Maxwell. Directed by Greg 
ory Ratoff. Screenplay by Kathryn Scola 
ar Darrell Ware; based om story by Elsa 
Maxwell and Kathryn Scola; camera, Pev 


erell Mzurley; editor, Louis Loeffler. Pre- | 
viewed at Westwood Village, July 27, 3d. | 
Running time, 81 MINS, 

Eileen Connelly...... coeeeee-ADn Sothern 
BOMTCIR, TEPOGRIOT 6b. 0 cccaes ese Linda Darnell | 
SOT BuUCHAUAN. 6.65.5.0066 06600005 J ¢ Ellison 
Nancy Prescott..... eeccece eee Jean Rogers 
MOFOGSE MURIEL: <ccccvccdceseess Lynn Bari 
Je i. POLS tb edecaeabdnnanecear June Gale 
Emeline Thomas....c.cceess-Juvee Compton 
Elsa Maxwell. anetes ... Herself 
John Crai eescces ..John Halliday 
peerings Crile, i2sesee 6s Katharine Aldridge 
Ssepnen GGtOe. s<crecssess \ n Dinehart 
| McNeil ictemeaee vy Blackm 
Pee BRD ak ss 6 bba een ct :- ¢ ndlet 
Ferna Miintre ciaeees (rego Gaye 
Al be ecoos.( harles Wilson 
PRE 5 cca vibe wvahebbndeneses H ert A 
WIGONs boc i ceebeoenens SeececcEvan Tel eff 
Miss Collins eeeesesseses Helen Er 0 
Miss Wilsar ccccccccces Doroth lve 


peo yl) ) nie .Ba 


‘Hotel for Women’ is Elsa 
well’s alleged expose of goings-on in 
an exclusive femme hostelry in New 
York. It’s a fanciful, rather than 
factual tale, of lovely gals mostly 
concerned with capturing rich hus- 
bands—and getting along bv devi- 
ous means until a victim is hooked. 
Miss Maxwell has added nothing to 
the fictionally dangerous pitfalls 
awaiting sweet young things on reach- 
ing the big town, that has not been 
told over and over again on the 
screen for. many years. 

Story itself is an old-fashioned 
and decidedly obvious Cinderella 
yarn of a Syracuse innocent who ar- 
rives for a quick fling at fame, but 
who returns unscarred to her boy- 
hood sweetheart before she becomes 
tarnished in the wicked city. 

Picture is fluffed up with a gener- 
ous display of latest fashions; some 
incidental comedy and smart cracks 
by Ann Sothern; and direction that 
lifts many passages far above the 
script material provided. The shapely 
and eye-arresting beauts who domi- 
in the hotel do much running 
around the rooms and corridors in 
Idea has been 
| done so many times before, even that 
|display is only passably interesting. 

Elsa Maxwell appears briefly in 
several scenes to give out with sage 
|}advice and philosophies to the new- 
comer in the big and wicked city. In 
fact. she’s Big Sister tc all the gals 





in the hotel, and even invites them | 


|to one of her famous afternoon cock- 
tail parties. Latter incident is tossed 
in apparently to give hinterlanders 
a glimpse of the informalities of a 
| Maxwell party. In her screen debut. 
Miss Maxwell carries herself with 
|relaxed ease although she does steer 
|for a comfortable lokby lounge every 
'time she meets one of the gals to ex- 
jpound some practical advice based 
yn personal observations. 
Picture presents Linda 
newcomer, in the lead. 


Darnell, 


Studio is 
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|heralding her as a ‘discovery.’ She 
has charm, ability and youthful | 
ltreshness, and displays sufficient | 
| 
| 
| 


OUR LEADING CITIZEN 


Hollywood, July 26, 


Paramount release of George Arthu; 
duction. 
Alfred 


iscreen personality to justify chance 
at a buildup. As it is, in this case, 
‘girl is lost in the shuffle of too much 


Die- 
Features Bob Burns. Direcied | y 
Santell, Screenplay bs John «, 


Bea dy : . « | Moffi a Sec Story by Irvi s ‘ 
‘femininity in the cast to spotlight preecng Wastes "tenes ps Haat gat ae 
her sufficiently. nett; asst. director, Russell Mathews Pree 
Cinderella (Miss Darnell) checks! viewed at Paramount, L. A., July 26, ‘3y, 
into the women’s hotel expecting to | Running time, 87 MINS. 
marry childhood sweetheart, James | lem Schofield........... seseee-Bob J P 
Ellison. Latter came to the city a a? See seeeneeks Suen Hereara 
year before to enter an architect's Shep Muir........00......Charles Mi ford 
‘firm, and is playing the deb daugh-| Aunt ‘illie.............Klizabeth P bn 
'ter of the boss. Getting a quick | Jim Hanna...... wee eerreceses Clarence Kelb 
brushoff from the former boy friend, | J8ttY Peter esessereeees — ee ae 
Miss Darnell is skyrocketed into sud-| Mrs.” Barker............ Kathleen Lockhare 
den fame as a top artist’s model. Im- | Stony... 2.0... .4-seee. : Otto Hoffman 
mediately she is offered yachts, cars, — te UN. ss sencscess -Kathryn She Mon 
furs, apartments by the conveniently | yy yey ene tng a 
|spotted biz tycoons who = swarm | ; 


around her like flies. Also too-con- | . 

| veniently, Ellison’s boss, John Halli-| Paramount is still groping for 
day, goes on the make to provide proper story material to generate 
necessary dramatic flavor. But when Bob Burns into a top star attraction. 
|Halliday is shot by a former gal- ‘Our Leading Citizen’ slots Burns as 
friend, Lynn Bari, disillusioned Cin- a Lincolnesque type of small town 
derella and Ellison fall into each | lawyer, with smattering of homely 
other’s arms for the ultimate con- philosophies and sincere champion- 


' 
Max- | 


clusion. 

| Ann Sothern carries bulk of pic- 
ture’s interest with her flippant, 
quick-witted and expected wisecracks 
of 2 gal who has been around. Sup- 
porting cast includes rather elabo- 
rate display of feminine pulchritude, 
with most of the girls acceptable in 
flesh or furs. Ellison is adequate as 
the romantic juve, with Halliday a 
suave deceiver who catches the girls 
|on the first bounce into town. 

| Picture has been given elaborate 
mounting in sets and general produc- 
tion. 
‘New York feminine spot on Sixth | 


avenue, between 58th and 59th—but | of ge 


Hotel rooms of the exclusively | 


ing of the common people. Combo 
of the characterization of the rural 
attorney and highlighted direction by 
'Al Santell overshadows a confusing 
and burdensome script. Basically, 
it’s a better idea for Burns than his 
recent pictures, and may give studio 
heads a slant on the approach for the 
bazooker’s future stories. 

| Picture is not strong enough to 
| Zarner top spots in the key runs, ex- 
cept in a few isolated instances 
|; where Burns enjoys an especially 
strong personal following. it will 
carry through as a strong support- 
ing programmer, with possibilities 
tting by nominally in the smaller 


otherwise not identified by name— | communities. 


look more like elaborate penthouse 
quarters than layouts rating $10 a 
/week. Camera work by Peverell 
/Marley is of high standard through- 
; out. ; | 

‘Hotel for Women’ on its own. with- | 
'out much in the way of general mar- | 
quee values, will get by neatly as a 
istrong program ,supporter in the 
duals. Where exploitation energy is | 
exerted to hypo the Elsa Maxwell | 
langle—if it means anything outside 
lof the metropolitan centers—picture 
may carry through for nominal 
grosses. 





} 


| Mr. Wong in Chinatown 


Monogram release of William T. Lackey 
preduction Features Boris Karloff Mar 
jotie Reynol . Grant Withers, Pete (jeoree 
Lynn Directed by William Nigh. Adapted 
bv Scott Darling from story by Hugh Wiley 





camera, Harry Neumana editor Russell 
Schoengarth, At Globe, N. Y week July 
29, °39 Running time, 70 MINS, 
Inspector Street. Grant Withers 
mony Twas sc cs <twec .Marjorie Reynolds 
Captain Jackson........-bPeter George Lynn 
Cavtain Jaime.. vee eee w es William Royle 
DEP. BPAVIGEOT. «i cecccceeceese Huntly Gordon 
Set. Jerry... cocccescocs James Flavin 
| Princess Lin Hwa..-cecccccecces Lotus Long 
Aged Chinese.......- ecoce Richard loc 
Lilly Mlay....ccceccccccesese Hessie Loo 
i WSO c65 6.66004 eoeeseecccesses Lee Tong Foo 
int ly (orer rT ee Tere re ere re i Little Angel 


CORRIMISSIORNOR. i.cicreectever dae Guy Usher 
| - — 

| 

| Slow-paced whodunit, set in San 
Francisco's Chinatown. Yarn is 
| based on Hugh Wiley’s magazine de- 
| tective, James Lee Wong, and fea- 
tures Boris Karloff in the name role. 
/ His treatment of the part is typed by 
now and he handles the characteriza- 
tion no differently than he did in 
other pictures in the series. Never- 
theless there is enough color and 
mystery attached to the proceedings 
to attract fair trade if backed by all 
the exploitation possibilities usually 
inherent to this type of film. 

Story concerns the murder of a 
| Chinese princess who has set out to 
buy $1,000,000 worth of planes for 
her compatriots across the sea. The 
| producers, however, shunt this theme 
into the background and proceed to 
highlight the yarn as a struggle of 
wits between Marjorie Reynolds, a 
newshound, and Grant Withers, as a 
slow-moving police inspector. Kar- 
loff stays on the sidelines, pursuing 
his own methodical scientific method 
of deduction and steps in at the 
climax and denouement to pin the 
solution of the plot on the least sus- 
pected person. 

Beginning with the murder of the 
princess in Wong’s apartment, action 
shifts to the princess’ apartment, 
where two of her Oriental retainers 
are also done away with, and from 
there to a banker’s home and a P 
cific freighter, where most of the 
dramatic action takes place. The 
poisoned blow-dart method is used 
by the master criminal on all three 
murders. 
| Most of the film is taken up with 
| pursuit of a gang who are after the | 
princess’ money and who are work- 
| ing at cross-purposes with the head 
of the bank, who is the actual mur- 
|derer. Kerloff and Withers are al- 
ways a step behind the purported 
killers and it’s only until the fina! 
sequence that Karloff is able to mar- 
shal enough conclusive evidence to | 
soive the crimes, 
| Picture lacks outward excitement 
|for the most part and only redeems 
itself in the last half. Karloff is un- | 
| duly calm and unruffled no matter 
| what happens. His role could have | 
| Stood more wallop and action. Mar- 
_ jorie Reynolds, the smirking, wise- 
| cracking reporter, practically steals 
the picture by her fine work and her 
|flair for comedy. Little Angelo, 
Chinese dwarf who cannot speak, 
adds an incongruous note to the pro- 
ceedings while Peter George Lynn is 
outstanding as one of the heavies, 


Story becomes too involved with 
an industrial strike, honest labor 
leaders, a grasping capitalist, plug- 
ugly strikebreakers, plea for a sit- 
down strike, and inclusion of a radi- 
cal who arrives to advocate and exe- 
cute sabotage. It’s filled with patri- 
otic preachment sketched in broad 
lines to materially detract from the 
dramatic entertainment intended. 

Through it all, Burns wanders as 
the philosophical barrister who tries 
to live and preach the golden rule, 
Despite the theatrics of the script, 
Burns overshadows the trite and in- 


conclusive melodrama very accep- 
tably. 
Sidelighting the dramatic inter- 


ludes is the romance between Susan 
Hayward, Burns’ daughter, and Jo- 
seph Allen, a newcomer. Latter is 
okay as Burns’ young law partner, 
who becomes the tool of financier 
Gene Lockhart. Fay Helm, in spot 
of the radical strikebreaker, who 
becomes disillusioned by violence of 
communist ‘comrade,’ Paul Guilfovle, 
provides several outstanding dré- 
matic passages of the picture. Charles 
Bickford is dastardly as leader of the 
strikebreaking gang. with Clarence 
Kolb prominent as the pacifist union 
leader. 

Yarn meanders through by-paths 
before getting over to its obvious and 
ultimate conclusion. Capitalist Lock- 
hart, for no apparent reason. decrees 
a wage cut in his factory. When the 
workers strike in protest, he imports 
a strikebreaking gang of thugs head- 
ed by Bickford. Kolb tries to lead 
the employees peacefully to a set- 
tlement, when Guilfovle arrives in 
town to preach radicalism and acti- 
vate dvnamiting of the plant. Burns 
withdraws as attorney for Lockhart 
at the start of the trouble, with ame 
bitious Allen remaining on the side 
of the financier. But everything 
blows over when Burns manipulates 
restoration of the wage cut, and is & 
prime mover in jailing of trouble- 
makers Bickford and Guilfoyle. Burns 
is eventually nominated for senator 
on the party ticket—which may of, 
mav not, indicate a sequel coming up. 


Burns is played without comedy 
‘ , . . pot ira. 
lines or situations. in straicht ee 
matic characterization. Onlv cialo€ 


, ; ay Senne 
laugh noted was his revly for neca 


of an umbrella, ‘I should say not. the 


last fellow I read about that ¢: pa 
one of those things got in a pack ¢ 
trouble.’ 


HIDDEN POWER 


Columbia preduction and rel re 
Tack Holt: features Gertrude PIC TACs 
Dickie Moore Henry Kolker. Re¢ Doane ye 
I ecied hy Lewt D. Collins y 
} Gordon Righy: < t t cart 
Hiecke edits Dwight Caldwell; « €rAe 
James § Rrown It At Rialt ‘ ¥ 


week July 26, '°39. Running time, 60 MINS. 


or: GSGVOte, oc asaokcaces : lack Helt 
VEFBIMIR ac cccescaseseces Gertrude Michael 
chi DEER EU CRETE LETT CEE Dickie Moore 
BNORORS: secs cevscstases Mary RNOweP 
MAST 65-0000 s00000s4 wees. Regis Toomey 
WOeStOR 565060055406 eer erty e Henry Kolket 
Downey ..cece 5y2asieaissoueenty. eyo 
eee rer rere rene Win, PR. Dovidson 
Se Holmes Herbert 


This is one of the weaker second- 
ary films turned out by this come 
pany. It is a fairly good if not strict- 


| ly original idea that doesn’t develop. 


Main flaw is casting Jack Holt in an 
inactive role, as the man of science. 
The direction and support is no great 
shakes, withal the dullest and thin- 
nest Holt film he’s been in for some 
time. Dual spots only, where the 
warm weather may excuse it. 
‘Hidden Power’ :s the fable of a re- 
search medico who bends all ener 
gies to perfecting an anti-toxin to? 
severe burns. Told bluntly and with 
few comedy interludes, it manazes 
practically no original angles and de- 
(Continued on page 25) 
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M-G-M’s “THE WIZARD OF OZ” is coming! 


Yesterday it was previewed at M-G-M’s Home 
Office. It is one of the great pictures of all 
time, perhaps the greatest picture ever made! 


Beyond your wildest dreams are its Technicolor 
wonders, as thousands of living actors create 
screen magic to thrill the world! Its appeal is 
unmatched since “Snow White.” 


Preceded by a $250,000 advertising campaign 
in national magazines and newspapers, THE 
WIZARD OF OZ” will have the greatest list 
of simultaneous bookings ever made on any 


film. Watch the column to the right GROW! 





M-G-M’'s Technicolor Wonder Show “THE WIZARD OF 
OZ" with Judy Garland +» Frank Morgan + Ray Bolger 
Bert Lahr - Jack Haley - Billie Burke - Margaret 
Hamilton » Charley Grapewin and The Munchkins 
A VICTOR FLEMING Production - Screen Play by 
Noel Langley, Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan 
Woolf + From the Book by L. Frank Baum + Directed 
by Victor Fleming - Produced by MERVYN LEROY 
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Watch the list 
GROW! 


United Artists, Chicago : Grand, Atlanta 
Vendome, Nashville .. State, Memphis 
State, Houston . Strate, New Orleans 
Midland, Kansas City . State, Se. Louis 
Palace, Indianapolis . Loew’s, Louisville 
Victory, Evansville . Loew's, Rochester 
State, Syracuse . State & Orpheum, Boston 
Strate, Providence . Palace, Washington, 
D.C. «Century, Baltimore . State, Norfolk 
Parkway, Wilmington . State, Cleveland 
Valentine, Toledo . Loew's, Akron 
Loew's, Canton . Loew's, Dayton . Ohio, 
Columbus . Penn, Pittsburgh . Colonial: 
Reading . Regent, Harrisburg . Carolina, 
Charlotte . Shea’s Great Lakes, Buffalo 
Orpheum, Denver . State, Minneapolis 
Paramount, St. Paul . Wisconsin, Mil- 
waukee . Palace, Albany . Palace, Dallas 
Majestic, San Antonio . Criterion, Okla- 
homa City . Omaha, Omaha . United 
Artists, Portland . Ritz, Tulsa . Warfield, 
San Francisco . Des Moines & Roosevelt, 
Des Moines (Day and: Date) . Fifth Ave., 
Seattle .Carthay Circle Los Angeles. Catar- 
act, Niagara Falls . Virginia, Champaign, 
Ill. . Colfax, South Bend . Centre, Sale 
Lake City. Indiana, Terre Haute. Lyceum, 
Duluth . Riviera, Binghamton . Grand, 
Topeka . Miller, Wichita’, Colonial, Al. 
lentown . Broadway, Kingston . Bardovan 
Poughkeepsie . Paramount, Oakland 
Warner, Youngstown . Lincoln, Trenton 
Ellanay, El Paso . Stare, Portland, Me. 
Fox, Spokane . Music Box, Tacoma 
Academy, Meadville; Pa. :.. Drake, Oil 
City, Pa. «Cambria, Johnstown, Pa. . Penn, 
New Castle, Pa. . Menlo, Charleroi, Pa. 
State, Altoona, Pa. » Lyceum, Kittaning, 
Pa. . Manos Band Box, Vandergrift, Pa. 
Colonial, Elmira, Pa. . American, Roanoke 
Ceramic, E. Liverpool, Ohio . Havens, 
Olean, N.Y. . Princess, Modesto, Calif. 
Pine Tree, Klamath Falls, Ore. . Madison, 
Peoria sOrpheum, Springfield, Ill. .Regent, 
Grand Rapids . Capitol, Flint . Strand, 
Lansing . State, Kalamazoo . Ute, 
Colorado Springs . Lincoln, Cheyenne 
Lafayette, Lafayette, Ind... Keith Albee, 
Huntington, W. Va.. Ohio, Lima. Gillioz, 
Springfield, Mo. . Morgan, Ironwood, 
Mich. . State, Easton « Rialto, Williams- 
port, Pa. . Capirol, Charleston;.W. Va. 
Mayfair, Asbury Park». Majestic; Perth 
Amboy . Ohio, Sandusky. 


Just the Start! 


Hundreds on the way! 
Watch it GROW! 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


June Forrest, Paul Gerrits, Theo- 





hangover. It’s familiar stuff, but 
Jands heavy laughs. 

The 12 Patricia Wynn girls make 
three appearances, attractively cos- 


STATE, N. Y. 


| Lathrop Bros. 





& Virginia Lee, 


dore Webb, Corps de Ballet, Rock- |tumed, Numbers need speeding and William & Joe Mandel, Owen Mc- 


ettes, Glee Club, Jan Peerce, St. | 
Clair & Day, Music Hall Symph un- 
der direction of Erno Rapee; ‘Winter 
Carnival’ (UA), reviewed in VARIE- 
TY, July 19 





Extremely effective staging and 
lighting, with sets and routines in- 
clined towards the fantastic, help | 
make the usual array of talent here | 
seem more effective. The Music | 
Hall has framed a_ strong back- | 
ground to overcome rather weak 
screen fare. There are no outstand- | 
ing names, but many Hall standbys, | 
neatly impressed into Russell Mar- | 
ket’s conception of the constellations, 
also help put it over. 


Show is called ‘Stars at Midnight, 
theme calling for visits to the stars 
and planets. It gives the theatre, 
now a mecca for out-of-town vis- | 
ilors, a chance for full sweep in| 
manipulating mechanical stage gad- | 
gets. Lighting by Eugene Braun 
also is a big help. 

Show opens with ‘Stardust’ played | 
by the orchestra, refrain keeping 
apace with the program theme. | 
Trip to Venus gives the revolving | 
stage a workout, one side showing 
an array of white statues, while one, 
June Forrest, warbles. Revolving 
the other side into view, Florence 
Rogge’s superbly trained toe dis- | 
ciples go into action. White cos- | 
tumes and wigs add to the bright 
lustre of the cleverly-conceived bal- 
let conceit. 

Call on Mars brings on the Glee 
Club for its initial appearance, with | 
Theodore Webb soloing the ‘chal- 
lenge to war and prayer for peace.’ 
Background of warrior skeletons is | 
embellished by tricky color lighting. | 
Glee clubbers are garbed as ancient | 
warriors to back up Webb's solo. 

Paul Gerrits is billed as a satel- 


| 
| 


comedy billing ‘Rollerino.’ His | 
acro-skating, joke-telling and fancy 
rollerskating click handsomely, giv- | 
ing the previous stately proceedings | 
the needed comedy fift. 

Rockettes are sensationally framed | 
into ‘the trip to Mercury,’ with the | 
winged cap and shoes a dominating | 
motif for costumes of the 32 dancers. 
Speed idea is further accentuated by 
each Rockette’s garb, with red on | 
one side and green on the other. A | 
typical topflight Rockette number, | 
only done to speedier tempo than | 
usual and made vivid by the con- | 
trasting color scheme. Gene Snyder | 
wins the laurels for this swift dance, | 
which visualizes the spirit of speed- 
ing Mercury. | 

After that almost anything would | 
seem anti-climatic. But Markert | 
has made the final scene a rare | 
climax. Jan Peerce, tenor fixture | 
here, starts this with ‘A Serenade to 
the Stars.’ Full stage shows a re- | 
alistic blue sky background with a 
sprinkling of stars. This is the set- 
ting for St. Clair and Day ‘(New 
Acts), ballroomologists. 

Glee club, divided equally, with | 
Miss Forrest leading one section and | 
Peerce the other, then swings into 
action from opposite wings with | 
‘Serenade.’ Elevator then lifts an | 
elaborate, electrically lighted human | 
chandelier into view with part of | 
the ballet corps esconced thereon. 
Besides the feature, ‘Winter Car- | 
nival,’ screen program includes ‘Five 
Times Five’ (RKO) and ‘Memory 
Lingers On’ (Progress), both shorts. 

Symph does ‘Concerto in C Minor’ | 
(Last Movement) by Rachmaninof, | 
with Henrietta Schumann spoi- 
lighted in a piano solo. 

Biz capacity at last show Thurs- | 
day night (27). Wear. 


} 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 29. 
Jack Malerich’s orch (18), Lew 
Brock, Patricia Wynn Dancers (12), 
Emil & Evelyn, Gene Fields, Billy & 
Joy Severin, Ray Mayer & Edith | 
Evans; ‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep). 








Four-act vaudeville portion of the 
second vaudfilm bill at this 4.000- 
seater, reopened last week by local 
independent interests, is second-rate | 
aside from the headliners, Mayer 
and Evans. However, even after 
making due allowances for a below- 
par film, it’s still a lot of show at 
the 15¢ and 30c scale, although con- 
siderably under the initial week's 
standard. 

Jack Malerich’s 18-piece pit or-' 
chestra and the leader at the organ 
continue as_ features. Orchestra 
again sends show off impressively 
with a symphonic medley arrange- 
ment of pop Latin numbers whose 
titles are flashed on the curtain. Joe’ 
Griffin, tenor, a hor fixture, sings 
‘Begin the Beguine’ here effectively. 
Malerich’s organolegs again wham 
7em, with the audience joining in a 
community sing. 

Lew Brock, house m.c., handles 
the show fairly well, but a little 
more pep and assurance would stand 
him in good stead. Perhaps his 
multifarious duties this week weigh 
him down because, in addition to 
introducing the acts, he does a bit 
of not-so-good tap dancing wiih the 
girl line, and, for a solo comedy act, 
impersonates a young woman arising 
from her slumbers and making her 
wardrobe while recovering from a 


| filling blonde, 


|impérsonation that’s excellent. 


| fellows specializing 


iless has been 
| past year on the European war ten- 


better execution, but the best. an 
acrobatic routine, is quite ambitious 
for a line of this type and merits 
praise. 

Emil and Evelyn, the latter an eye- 
perform balancing 
feats, topped by the man catapult- 


‘ing the girl from a teeterboard onto 


his shoulders. One of the most 
difficult and thrilling of the’ stunts 
has her somersaulting in mid-air 
twice before landing or her partner, 

Gene Fields is just another im- 
personator of radio-scree perform- 
ers, ordinary ability and mediocre 
material mitigating against him. 
Youthful and personable Billy and 
Jo, Severin step swifth- through 


| their pleasing taps and then flash aj 


jitterbug mumber for an even faster 
finish... The show's only real sock, 
however, is provided by tay Mayer 
ai_1 Edith Evans, who land strongly 
with music, song and fun. Mayer, 
from films, clowns adeptly as he 
tickles the ivories and his wife ex- 
pertly vocalizes. They leave ‘em 
begging for more. 

Huge lower floor almost entirely 
filled at opening matinee show. 

Rees. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, July 29. 
Evelyn Brent & Harry Fox, Rex 


| Weber, Block & Early, Reddingtons | atic, ; 
/(3), Joe Zina, Verne Buck house | ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke Down. 


orch, House Line, ‘Man of Conquest’ 
(Rep) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G). 





Business is happy currently and 
credit goes to the ‘Conquest’ film 
and the Evelyn Brent-Harry Fox 
combination headlining the 


_— here at last show Friday 
(28). : 

Miss Brent is doing a bit of com- 
edy talk with Fox, her husband and 
also an infrequent vaude visitor 
around town these days. He winds 
up with the inevitable ‘Chasing 
Rainbows’ tune, his key song for 
years. 


Standard also are the Reddingtons, 
with their trampoline turn, and Rex 
Weber, with his novelty ventriloquial 
routine. Reddingtons are entertain- 
ing while Weber scores sharply with 
his closed-mouth singing, and _ is 
dynamite with his straight rendition 
of ‘Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?’. 
He’s using femme for closing bit and 


sings ventriloquially while femme | 


goes through vocal motions. 


Last ‘week's amateur contest win- 
ner is little Joe Zina, a hoofing 
youngster who does a Mickey Rooney 

He 
Block and 
one of the 
in femme im- 
Small-timey for the most 


has professional flair. 
Early do impersonations, 


pressions, 


Part but okay for the family trade. | 


But that gag &sbout the kid sister 
always getting into trouble should 
be eliminated. 

Line delivers capably, clicking 
best with a fan routine. Verne Buck, 
m.c., is rather quiet this week, being 
content mostly in leading the or- 
chestra, Gold. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
_ Exemplary of excellent newsreel- 
ing is Paramount’s work this week 
at the Embassy. From a production 
standpoint and coverage alike, Par 


stands out among the five compan- | 


ies represented on the bill. 


Ignoring spot news, which more or 
similar during 


sion, Par, instead, retrospects, show- 


ing reels taken 25 years ago at the | 
outbreak of the World War and de- | 


Stage | 
show. Miss Brent makes infrequent | 
vaude appearances, but despite the | 3 - 
long lapses, the aduience evidently | gesting she may be short of material. 
lite but the backdrop gives him the | Still remembers her. She got a big Audience 


the |} 


Givney, Sue Ryan, Fats Waller orch 
with Myra Johnson; ‘Invitation to 
Happiness’ (Par). 


Neither the stage nor screen will | 


‘be at fault for the weakish b.o. here 
this week. The house is again the 
victim of its feature film having been 
| milked of most of its Broadway biz 
‘at a first-run stand, ‘Invitation to 


| Happiness’ coming here after three 
| weeks at the nearby Paramount. 
| On the basis of variety and enter- 
| tainment, the stage portion deserves 
‘a bigger audience and better coin 
| break than it will probably receive. 
' Show maintains a fast pace through- 
out its 67 minutes and, in having a 
|single comedienne in the next-to- 
| closing spot, is reminiscent of vaude- 
_ville’s better days. ; 
| Every act is an individual click, 
but Sue Ryan is a clear-cut standout. 
This femme has come a long way 
since she worked a hoke turn with 
‘two men several years ago as Sue 
Russell and Co, This is not her first 
time at the State as a single, but she’s 
graduated from the deuce frame 
since her last appearance in 1937. 
Miss Ryan shapes up as topflight 
| comedy material for stage, screen or 
| nitery. 
She’s working with an_unbilled 
male pianist, doing impressions of a 
| chorine, chanteuse, torcher and oper- 
singing ‘Life Is a Song’ and 


| Winds up with ‘Alexander’ as it was 
; done in 1911 and as it’s being deliv- 
ered now. It's practically the same 
material she did at her last showing 
here, but now carrying the polish of 
experience and rendered with excel- 
lent vocal and physical comedy elo- 
quence. Her only fault is the brief- 
ness of the act, eight minutes, sug- 


insisted on an encore at 
| this catching, but she either couldn't, 
or wouldn't, oblige, finally begging 
off after several bows. 

| Yesteryear vaude is also well rep- 


|!turns have been standard for years 
and always surefire, the Mandels 
mopping up in the deuce, while Mc- 
| Givney’s quick-changing in the ‘Bill 
Sykes’ sketch gets an extra hypo via 


| done. 


|couple of the characters, the sound 
|effects in Skyes’ breathing being 
especially unnecessary, but that’s 
only a minor fault in an otherwise 
| A-1 turn. The Mandels did a hoke 
| version of McGivney’s act the first 
| couple of shows opening day, but this 
| was deemed too long and pulled out. 

Fats Waller’s colored orch closes 
| the show, while the snappy hoofing 
|of the Lathrop Bros. and Virginia 
| Lee is the teeoff. Latter’s stepping is 
| of the precision sort, heightened by 
their nice ‘appearance and smart 
dressing. 

Waller leads his orch’s pyrotech- 
nics via the piano and Hammond 
electric organ, 
aided and abetted by the shouting 
|Myra Johnson, a_ typical 
songstress, and presents a nice musi- 
|eal flash for the finale. That is, 
everything’s fine except the set and 
the lighting. 
somber for the 
| While the latter appears to be trying 
to keep them 
with the result really a black-and- 
tan fantasy. 
| Orchestral arrangements are good, 
‘but the band’s highlights are, per 
usual, Waller’s ivory-tickling and his 
subsequent. organloging of ‘Summer- 
time’ and ‘Deep Purple.’ There were 
|no jitterbug demonstrations at this 
viewing, but there was little doubt 
that the audience was interested in 
| What they heard—-and could see. 

Biz only fair opening night, rain 
and heat hurting. Scho. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


tailing the similarity between the | 


situation then and now. Althoush 
its not a new angle, it still serves as 


'a grim reminder of the last world 
An excellent feature. | 


confiagration. 
Par also comes through for some 
nitty cameraing and coverage of the 


Washington state snow avalanche 
that killed six college mountain 
climbers. An exclusive is garnered 


in Par’s story of the U. S.-Japan 


treaty abrogation, only a day after | 


its pronouncement, with Senator 
Vandenberg commenting. The rest 
of the card is made up greatly of 
war preparations abroad. 

Fox ganders London’s air defense 
drill, Moscow drills in the use of gas 
masks (U), while the mystery war- 
fare in Mongolia between Japs and 
Chinese is told by Fox. Mute testi- 
mony of the King without a crown 
is seen in Metro’s reeling of former 
King Zog, of Albania, arriving in 
Warsaw with his half-American 
wife, Queen Geraldine. 

The 1940 presidential race is pre- 
liminarily kept in the news with the 


meeting of Jim Farley, Democratic | 


party chairman, and John F, Hamil- 
ton, Republican chieftain. As poli- 
ticians, their brief talks included the 
obvious—slams against the other's 
party. 


Sports is headed by Johnstown’s | 


defeat in the Arlington classic by 
Challedon (Pathe) while Par has an 
oldie in the signing of Joe Louis to 
defend his title against Bob Pastor. 
Rest mostly stock stuff. 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Teddy Wilson orch, Brent & Kaye, 
Mae Diggs, Lucky Sisters, Baby 
| Banks, Vivian Harris, George Wilt- 
shire, ‘Dusty’ Fletcher, Crackshot, 
Four Step Bres.; ‘Jones Family in 
Hollywood (20th). 








A mixture of this and that, main 
| portion being Teddy Wilson’s orch- 
| estra, provides the Harlem patron- 
age here with its money’s worth. 
First half is somewhat in the form 
| of a revue, with a dash of burlesque, 
while the second half consists of the 
band taking the spot, the usual set- 
up at this house. 

_Wilson’s comparatively new 12- 
| piece outfit is headed by the former 
| Benny Goodman pianist, who has a 
| smooth orchestra dealing inostly in 
swing and killer-diller allegro. Lads 
,all make nice appearances and a 
! few double for solo, 
| One number is a special arrange- 
;ment of a Fats Waller composition 
| for piano and orchestra. ‘One o’Clock 
| Jump’ is another of the louder se- 
|lections used here, much too strong 
on the brass. 


Mae Diggs, featured soloist; an- 
| other girl ¢unbilled), who sings, and 
ithe Four Step Bros. perform with 
| the band. Miss Diggs, who also ap- 
pears in the revue portion, is a fair 
singer of swing and novelty num- 


| resented by the comedy-acrobatics of | 
William and Joe Mandel, and the'! 
protean act of Owen McGivney. Both | 


| bere. ‘I Wanna Lead ea Band’ is hex 


best. She's a housé standby. 

The Step Bros., long in vaudeville, 
are crack tap and buck dancers. 
Boys feature challenge sessions in 
the tap and buck-and-wing depart- 


|ments, socking across stronger than 





| socko styie. 
letting the audience in on how it’s| by two men 
McGivney has a tendency of| nice climax 
over-emphasizing the wheezing of a| which 





Harlem | interpolated 


anything on the current show. 

A Harlem street scene, with Miss 
Diggs doing a vocal introductory, 
opens the revue half, followed by 
Brent and Kaye ‘(New Acts), com- 
edy acrobats. ‘ 

The Lucky Sisters, swing harmon- 
ists and tap dancers, are on early 
in a fairish routine, foliowed by the 
house’s usual burlesque skit. It’s 
familiar material, mildly humorous, 
with ‘Dusty’ Fletcher, Crackshot, 
George Wiltshire, Vivian Harris and 
others digging for laughs. Faulty 
diction by comics and straight man 
detracts. Talking too fast seems to 
be one of the troubles. A pint-sized 
dancer in a brief number appears 
as part of the burlesque portion, 
Baby Banks. She isn’t much. ; 

Business light Friday evening 
(28), Cher. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 29. 
Diamond Bros. (3), Helen Rey- 





yirls (8) ea Wain, Herman |e’ ; . 
nolds Girls (8), Bea Waii Crm | cir comedy is only eréinaty, the 


Hyde & Thelma Lee, Del Rios (3), 
Felice lua house orch (10); *“Bache- 
lor Mother’ (RKO). 


Lots of talent here, with a lineup 
of standards contributing plenty of 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Pape & Conchita, Variety Singers 
(7), Frank & Pete Trado, Eddie 
Shayne & Charlotte Armstrong 
Walter & Paul Briant, Perry Askam, 
Gae Foster Girls (24), Paul Ash 
house orch; ‘Frontier Marshal 
(20th), reviewed in VaRIETy, July 26, 








Slightly more elaborate staging 
than usual, but only one sock act. 
Average entertainment, show runs 
45 minutes, but there aren't any 
painfully dull spots. Attendance only 
mild at early evening show opening 
day (Friday). 


After a bright initial turn by the 
Gae Foster house line, Pape and 
Conchita present a slightly above- 
par pole-balancing turn. Act looks 
like a transfer from the circus, as the 
pole used in the principal trick is 
much too long to be used in a nor- 
mal house; it’s so tall it almost tips 
the proscenium of the mammoth 
Roxy. Gal does the usual hijinks at 
the top, with the man balancing it 
on his shoulder. Then they lug out 
a novel gadget, a pole with a hori- 
zontal bar at the top. Gal does spins 
with the gent again keystoning. 
Okay No. 1 act. 

Second turn is the comedy and 
dance combo, Frank and Pete Trado, 


main skit being an attenuated rou- 
tine about a couple of film fans 
needling each other from adjoining 
seats. They then offer the meat of 
the act, a fairly amusing dance num- 





entertainment and showmanship. 


Shifting opening-day routine to spot, 
in the closing; 
niche, instead of working them as| 
three-way m.c.s, Makes a_ fast-mov- 


the Diamond Bros. 


ing layout. 

Flashy opening, with 
Reynolds octet of femme_ roller- 
skaters doing the usual spins, sets 
a fast pace and an effective con- 
trasting tempo for Herman Hyde's 
comedy panto in the deuce. Work- 
ing his funny musical props for 
ample laughs, Hyde, ably assisted by 
Thelma Lee, rings .he bell lustily. 
Trick piccolo and breakaway fiddle, 
plus the closing business with the 
bass viol that lays an egg, still gar- 
ner appreciative audience reaction! 
and provide a welcome novelty. 

The Del Rios, unusually spotted 
here, come through, nevertheless, in 
Experliy suid balancing | 
and a femme builds to} 
with closing trick in 
male top-mounter does aj} 
handstand on girl who's in two-high| 
position. | 

Bea Wain follows with vocals. ' 
Formerly featured with Larry Clin-} 
ton’s combo, Miss Wain has appeal, | 
but hollow orchestral support isn’t 
helping her. Her numbers, all} 
torchy, may be effective in breaking 
up a band’s killerdillers, but they 
become monotonous here. She's a | 
good song seller, but needs change 
of pace. 

The Diamonds close, with all the; 


ihe Helen 





old familiars, but still good for; 
plenty of laughs. Boys have taken! 
'on considerable polish and _ pace 
since last caught here. Flip gag- 


It’s a steam-up crew, | ging, comedy knockabout and hoof- 


rapid order and the 
business of a_ stooge 
banging a pair of cymbals after a) 


ery follow in 


| Joe Cook and Rube Goldberg build-| 


The former is much too | 
dusky musicians, | 


|up is an additional bit of hokum| 
that takes its place along with the! 
falling plank that has trademarked 
the act. Audience ate up every 


further in the dark, | 





|} around the corner, at 
| with his similar turn. 


| triloquizes. 


minute of their extended time and 
audibly responded for a solid series 
of hows. | 

Biz okay. Burm. 





STATE-LAKE, CHI | 
? | 
Chicago, July 29. | 
Stanton & Curtis, Novello Bros. | 
& Sally, Kenny & Burke, Elaine | 
Arden, Elaine Boyd, Dick Ware, Al 
& Margie Calvin; ‘Allen Murder 
Case’ (Par). 
Lot of acts this week adding up to 
plenty of variety and entertainment. 
Ernie Stanton and Julia Curtis are 
doing a comedy ventriloquist act, 
and, coincidentally, Rex Weber is 
the Oriental, 
Stanton makes 
mouth motions and Miss Curtis ven- 
They scored remaikably 





| with this supper show mob. 





Opening are Kenny and Burke, | 
with their excellent acrobatics. Sally 
is on first and manages some good 
response with her acrobatic canine, 
while her partners, the Novello Bros., 
are on later with their comedy violin 
work and their standard comedy 
talking-bird routine. 

Elaine Boyd works early as m.c. 
and then does hcr own singing act. 
Not much of a voice but her patter is 
good. Reminds of a youngish Sophie 
Tucker and is solid on delivery. 
With better-trained pipes she'd have 
nifty possibilities. 

Elaine Arden, with her comedy 
Greek chatter and narrative comedy 
song, impresses favorably. However, 
some of the Jatter may be a bit too! 
suggestive for family trade. Dick | 
Ware m.c.s, too, farther down in the 
show, and on his own does a Bowery 
song and dance to fair results. 

From Dixie are Al and Margie Cal- | 
vin, who do some dancing that’s nie | 
for the kids but sad fer the adults. 
They do a tap and en Apache num- 
ber, both strictly small time. Geld. |! 





‘grotto setting. 


| guine,’ 
| Armstrong, ballroom terpers, have a 


ber with one lad perched on the 
other’s shoulders and the top one 
wearing a long coat. Merely a twist 
from a familiar bit, but it’s neatly 
handled and earns a few laughs. 


Next is rather ambitious, a song 
and dance concoction in a kind of 
After a couple of 
choruses by the Variety Singers (7), 
with members of the ensemble back- 


| grounding and offering visual deco- 
_Tation, there’s a carioca routine by 


the Foster gals to ‘Begin the Be- 
Eddie Shayne and Charlotte 


brief featured spot at the end. They 
look attractive and show a couple of 
fair tricks, but don't have chance for 
more. 

Standout turn follows, Walter and 
Paul Briant, the veteran and always- 
dependable knockabout comics with 
the goofy tramp duds and the air of 
jovous idiocy. Their routine hasn't 
varied an iota for years. It’s still 
the business of the one hobo slowly 
collapsing while the other indus- 
triously and somewhat hopelessly 
props him up just in time to keep 
him off the floor. Occasionally he 
fails but succeed or not the process 
invariably provides hilarious low 
comedy. 

Final number is also elaborate, this 
time in a Spanish setting and with 
Perry Askam singing the Toreador 
song from ‘Carmen,’ while various 
members of the company try to hide 
the microphones he’s obviously using. 
With the Variety Singers accom- 
panying the Gae Foster girls close 
with a lively routine making use of 
the cape-and-lining color contrast. 

Hobe. 





FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 28 

Catherine Littlefield’s Philadeiphia 
Ballet presents ‘Cafe Society, with 
Miss Littlefield, Tom Cannon, Carl 
Cleighton, Joe Johnson, Dorothy 
Swain, Hy Lowe, Ben Herschiie, 
Rudy D’Aliesandro, Joan McCracken, 
Jack Dunphy, Miriam Golden, Luke 
Scott & Co. Music specially written 
by Ferde Grofe; libretto and chore- 
ography by Miss Littlefield; ‘Mikado’ 
(U). 


Fox this week presents one of the 
most unusual stage shows ever seen 
in a combo vaude house, a ballet. 
It throws to the winds all standard 
ideas of what will and will not go 
in a large vaudfilmer that must de- 
pend on wide audience appeal. 

The unusual booking is not wholly 
experimental at the Fox. The Litile- 





field troupe was in once before, 
about two years ago, when there 
was plenty of support, however, 


from other acts. In this case the 
terpers comprise the entire show. It 


|runs only 26 minutes, just about the 


maximum length possible. It’s half 
or less, however, than the standard- 
length show at the Fox. Combined 
with Universal’s ‘Mikado,’ which |s 
counting for the heavier share of the 
b.o., the ballet is doing compara- 
tively well. Fact that Miss Little- 
field and most members of the com- 
pany are Philadelphians aids con- 
siderably. 

Presentation is a satirical story in 
dance tagged ‘Cafe Socieiy.’ It 1s 
played very broadly for the subwey 
trade. Music for it was written on 


commission by Ferde Grofe. Miss 
Littlefield did the libretto and 
choreography. It has had _ three 


previous public performances, two 
at the Chicago Civic Opera, with the 


| orchestra led by Grofe, and once it 


Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, lest 
month. On each of these occasions 
it scored strongly, but with an audi- 


/ence entirely different from that at 
| the F 


Ox. 

Audience reaction at 
opening day (Friday) 
close attention. Most 


first show 
was one of 
of the cus- 


| tomers, including a gencrous sprink- 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Seek Buff. Times Revival | Will assume jointly with Saxe Com- | LITERATI OBITS 


Committee representing employes | mins 


in all departments of the suspended 
Buffalo Times was to confer yester- 
day (Tuesday) with Scripps-Howard 
representatives in an effort to re- 
sume publication of the paper. Com- 
mittee represents around 250 em- 
ployes. 

Harry S. Mullany, reporter, and 
prez of the Buffalo Newspaper 
Guild, and John A. Bacon, daily’s 
national advertising representative, 
head the committee. Mullany said 
employes sought to continue the 
paper On a co-operative basis. 

Buffalo Times was established 60 
years ago by Norman E. Mack as a 
Sunday paper, and became a daily 
in 1883. Was acquired by Scripps- 
Howard in 1929. Daily’s suspension 
leaves Buffalo with two papers, 
News and Courier-Express. 

Originally owned by the late Nor- 
man E. Mack, the Times became the 
leading Democratic evening and Sun- 
day paper of Buffalo. It was sold by 
Mack to Scripps-Howard in 1929 at 
a price reported in excess of $3,000, - 
000. Following a losing fight against 
diminishing circulation, Scripps- 
Howard turned the paper over a year 
ago to George Lyon, its managing 
editor. 

lt is rumored that Homer Cape- 
hart, v.p. of the Wurlitzer Co., and a 
politician, is interested in purchasing 
the paper. 

For the first time in over a genera- 
tion Buffalo joins the two-daily- 
paper ranks. 
had five dailies. With the Times’ 
disappearance, town has no Demo- 
cratic newspaper, the Evening News, 
owned by Edward H. Butler, being 


Republican, and the morning .Cour- | 


ier-Express, nonpartisan. 





May Settle Guild-Hearst Strike 

Imminent settlement of the eight- 
month-old strike of the American 
Newspaper Guild against the two 
Chicago Hearst papers, Herald & 
Examiner and Evening American, is 
likely as a result of an agreement 
on a contract between the Guild and 
Chicago Times. 

No sooner did the agreement on 
pact with the Times become known 
than Hearst representatives agreed 
to reopen negotiations for possible 
settlement. It’s the third reopening 
of negotiations in as many months, 
but now held likely to achieve re- 
sults, 

Contract with the Times is the 
first for the Guild in Chicago on 
other than a Hearst paper. Has 
many attractive features, including 
preferential hiring, high editorial 
minimums and extended vacations. 

At the same time that the Chicago 


Times contract was agreed upon, 
Guild signed an industrial Guild 
shop contract with the San Fran- 


cisco-Oakland Newspaper Publishers 
Assn., covering 1,400 emplovees in 
all the Guild-eligible departments of 
the five dailies in the two cities, 
Syracuse Merger Backfiring 

Repercussions of last week’s de- 
mise of the Syracuse Journal and 
its absorption by the Herald, via 
purchase and consolidation by Sam- 
uel Newhouse, are still manifold. 
Herald has placed some 25 Journal 
men in editorial, circulation and ad- 
vertising departments. t present, 
however, the printers are holding the 
stage, former Journal employees in- 
sisting they are entitled to 50% of 
the jobs in the Herald composing 
room and that seniority rights should 
be observed. Herald printers are 
fighting to retain their jobs. 

International Typographical Union 
officials are now here studying the 
set-up before giving a _ decision. 
More than 150 jobs are involved. 

Printers dismissed by The Journal 
got only one week’s additional pay. 
Other department employees split 
a surprisingly large $100,000 dismis- 
sal pay melon on the basis of years 
of service. 


Hitler Inspires Libel Suit 


Suit for $100,009 damages for al- | 


leged Jibel was filed against Walter 
Winchell and the Daily Mirror, Inc., 
in N. Y. supreme court yesterday 
(Tues.) by the Macaulay Co, Plain- 
1iff sets forth it has been in the 
publishing business for 30 years and 
objects to Winchell’s March 13 
column refering to’ Macaulay’s 
book, ‘The Strange Death of Adolph 
Hitler.’ Columnist’s crack about 
‘publishing bunk’ is the basis for 
action. 

Defendants have entered a general 
denial, and declare that the plaintiff 


well knew that Hitler is not dead. | 


Under Winchell’s personal contract 
with the Mirror, latter assumes all 
liabilities and legal costs. 





Maule Jeins Cerf 

Harry E. Maule, who quit re- 
cently as editorial head for Double- 
day, Doran afier many years with 
that organization, joins Bennett A. 
Cerf's Random House on 


A decade ago the town j 


the direction of that book; Jeel E. Spingarn, 64, book pub- 
| firm’s editorial department. ilisher, literary crick and writer, 

Random House is not planning; died July 26 in N.Y. One of the 
more than normal expansion, ac-! founders of the book-publishing firm 
'eording to Cerf, but trend at his}of Harcourt, Brace & Co., he was 
'€rm has been to widen somewhat | the company’s v.p. and literary ad- 
ithe scope of its highly selective list. | viser from 1919 to 1932. Had numer- 
Believes Maule to be particularly | ous other interests besides his liter- 
equipped for this work. lary activities. He was also a former 
| professor of literature at Columbia 
‘University. Widow, two sons and 


Reprint Puzzle Gets Werse 
Surprise development in the re- + two daughters survive. 

|print story thing is action of Munsey| Sallie Vawter Harris Pickett, so- 
‘in getting out a reprint mag, Famous ' ciety editor emeritus of the Washing- | 
|Fantastic Mysteries. Coming at a) ton (D.C.) Evening Star, died July 


\lishers are working with scribblers ta}, Was a contribber from Washing- 
‘for a solution of the reprint problem | ton to the N.Y. Herald, Sun and Tri- 
—with that solution seen as the death! pune, Boston Herald and Chicago 
of the reprint pubs—Munsey action Tribune before joining staff of the 
|further complicates the situation. | Washington Times. Went from there 
| Munsey execs hasten to point out | {o the Star. One of the founders and | 
, that Famous Fantastic Mysteries will a past prez of the Women’s National | 
iTeprint only stories that have ap-; Press club and a former v.p. of the | 
peared in the firm’s own mags, | Newspaper Women’s club of Wash- | 
notably Argosy and All-Story. Have! ington. Two sons and a daughter | 
no explanation, however, for situa-} survive. 
tion that might be created should| Alfred E. Hayward, 54, newspaper 
writer reprinted in the new periodical | carioonist and creator of the comic | 








|material have complained that they | Ghost.’ Noted also as a landscape 
are forced to compete, paying top| painter, Survived by widow and | 
prices, with same auihors in reprint! daughter, Joyce Hayward, who is on 
imags, reprint rights for which were | the stage. 

‘acquired for cabbages. | Charles E. Matson, 65, 


being worked out by the special com-| Joseph Clement Wilberding, 70, 


a solution of the reprint problem. 


— 


Coin Seught For Scribner's 





| 














(Continued from page 3) 


a total of a little under 6,600,000 
shares. The balance will be given to 


| contingent claims, and the rest kept 


| in reserve if some of the cash awards 
| for services are paid off in stock. 


No RKO Underwriting 


pleted. The new RKO shares. which 
will be distributed to general creq. 
itors on a basis of 10 shares for each 
$100 in claims, are reported to be 
selling for $4 a share in the over. 
the- counter market in New York, 
This would indicate a value of about 





|The stock will have a par value of | $300,000 for the 76,500 shares, 
These shares will be distributed, 


$1 a share, 


| Rickaby then told the court of the 


; > | election of the new board on last| RKO b ‘ = a: 
time when the first-line pulp pub- | 25 at her home in the national capi- | Pride |R O becomes effective, to the stock. 


y, and hearings were post- 
poned to Friday (4). 

It is dubious that the new under- 
writing agreement will be ready on 
that date, but the proceeding is be- 
ing kept open as Judge Bondy ieaves 
on his vacation on that day and if 
anything can be accomplished, the 
proponents desire to do so before he 
leaves. 


_——_-—_——_- 


‘Schaefer New RKO Prez; 


Patterson B’d Chairman, 
|} 000 in cash; gave a $600,000 first 
| mortgage to the Sommers estate and 


concurrently have a tale in a com- istrip, ‘Somebody’s Stenog,’ died. 

peting mag. July 25 in N. Y. Previous comic; With Federal Judge William) 
That's the crux of the entire re-' strips turned out by him were Bondy signing a formal order of 

‘print to-do. Publishers of original!‘Kernel Corn’ and ‘Great Caesar's | approval last Wednesday (26), on 


the selection of George J. Schaefer, 
as new president of the reorganized 
RKO Corp., and Richard C. Patter- 


son, Jr., as chairman of the board 


. ee former | of directors, the corporation also 
Certain that the Munsey reprint | newspaper editor of Lincoln, Neb.,! formally met the same day and 
i will profoundly affect the plan | died July 20 in Los Angeles. 'elected a new board of 13 directors. 


In addition to James G. Harbord 


‘mittee of writers and publishers for | v.p. of Newspaper Groups, Inc., and /and Lunsford P, Yandell, carried 
jot the 7S Service Corp., = 4 over, the board poo gente E. 

ormer N, Y, newspaperman, died! pepinet, v.p. of RKO Radio Pic- 
| July 27 in N. Y, He was on the old | tures, Inc., Thomas P. Durell, as- 


Negotiations are on for new coin’ VN, Y. World and N. Y. Press at the| sociated with White, Weld & Co.; 


arrangements to enable resumption | turn of the century, subsequently | Frederick - 


.of Scribner's mag. Expected to be, joining the Chicago Tribune. Widow, 
|concluded in a week or two, at which! son and daughter survive. 

time it will be known definitely| Clarence Phelps Dodge, 72, founder 
' whether the mag resumes in the fall, | of the Phelps Dodge Corps., and 
| as planned. | former publisher of the Colorado 
| Identity of interested parties are | Springs Evening Telegraph and later 
'being guarded for the time being.| of the Gazette in the same city, died 
| Understood, however, that they rep-| at the home of a son in Denver July 
‘resent capital sufficient to put the} 29. 

| periodical back among the leaders. Majer General Henry Huchings, 74, 
| Seribner’s halted publication a few | died at his home in Austin, Texas, 
| months ago. | July 27. He was founder and pub- 
lisher until 1900 of the Austin Eve- 


| Merging Scripps Cerps. 
| Merger agreement of three news- | Austin Statesmen. 

|paper publishing companies, E. W.| Lewis Taplinger, 60, telegraph ed- 
| Scripps Co., of Hamilton, Ohio, andj itor of the N. Y. Journal American, 


'two Delaware corporations, Roy W.! died July 29 while on vacation in| 


‘Howard Co. and W. W. Hawkins Co., | Stroudsburg, Pa. Entered the Hearst 
| was filed with the Ohio Secretary of | organization in 1899 on the old N. Y. 
State at Columbus. Merged cor-| Morning Journal. He was acting 
| poration is to be known as the E. W.| managing-editor of the 
| Scripps Co. American in 1920, holding the same 
Purpose of the merger, according | post on the Baltimore American and 
,to the filed agreement, is to bring| Washington Herald before coming 
into Ohio a corporate set-up already|to the N. Y. Journal American. 
existing in other states. Widow and five children survive. 
_—_— Elsie Doig Parsons, society corre- 
New Book Publishers spondent for the N. Y. Herald 


|secured creditors; 


| ning News and later publisher of the 


Boston | 


Ehrman, associated 
with Lehman Bros.; L. Lawrence 
1Green, attorney representing un- 


Richard C. Pat- 
terson, Jr.: N. Peter Rathvon, pres- 
ident of Rathvon & Co., and ‘father’ 
of the reorganization plan in as- 


sociation with Atlas Corp.-Floyd 
Odlum interests; George J. Schae- | 
|fer, new president of RKO Corp. 
and its subsidiaries; W. G. Van 
Schmus, pres. of Radio City Music 
| Hall Corp., and Raymond Hill, pub- 
| lisher. 

The new board met immediately 
afterwards and went through the 


| legalities of formally electing Schae- 
ifer and Patterson. Schaefer and 
Depinet went to the Coast on Fri- 
day (28) for further meetings with 
company’s unit producers. 

Proponents of the reorganization 
believe that barring any possible 
holdup through appeals of creditors, 
the plan will become completely ef- 
fective some time this fall. 

Background 

RKO went into receivership early 
in 1933 and into reorganization pro- 
ceedings under Section 77B of the 


; when the reorganization plan for 
| holders of the old Metropolitan The. 
| atre Corp, which built the S Louis 
theatre at a cost cf $1,500,000. Its 
claims, which have been allowed 
among other genera’ claims, is baseq 
on a guaranty by RKO Corp. of a 
$200,000 second mortgage bond issue 
placed on the theatre when it was 
sold to a RKO subsidiary in the 1929 
pact. When RKO went into receiver. 








through 


ship in 1933 the bond issue had been 
paid down to $765,000. 

In buying the theatre, second 
largest in this burg, RKO paid $100. 


the $900,000 second to the Metropoli- 
tan Theatre Corp. After RKO went 
into receivership RKO turned the 
house back, remaining obligated on 
the mortgage bond issues. Harry 
Koplar said $320,000 had been paid 
on the mortgages. Subsequently the 
first mortgage was foreclosed and 
the Metropolitan Corp. took over the 
theatre from the first mortgage 
bondholders. In 1934 the theatre was 
leased to the Grandel Theatre Co, 
t.2 principal stockholde. of which 
were Harry Koplar, Strauss and the 
Sommers estate, and sublet to the 
Fanchon & Marco and St. Louis 
Amus. Co., which now operate it, 





FOX, PHILLY 
(Continued from pave 20) 
ling of kids, apparently had never 
seen anything like this before and 
were plenty surprised to find that 
anything so arty as ballet could be 
so understandable and palatable. 
Interest sagged in the middle, but 
was almost immediately pulled up 
by the appearance of one of the 
comics and the raptness continued 
until the finale. Applause 
was generous, although not entirely 
solid and certainly not overwhelm- 


ing. 
A fairly lengthy prolog to the bal- 
let is wisely presented so that even 


the most uncomprehending of the 
payees cannot fail to get not only 


the large quantity of unsubtle im- 
plication, but the innuendo as well. 
Wordy prolog is flashed on the cure 
tain, 

Locale is the ‘Too, Too. Too, Too 
Club,’ with the flashy entrance, hat- 


i'check gal’s booth and a bar in the 
| background. A few impressionistic 
tables are on the sides. Costuming 
is highly colorful and _ interesting 
throughout. 

Story is of an evening in anv 
snooty nitery, with the characters 
representing the maitre d’‘hote!l, hat- 
|check and ciggie gals, waiters 
| gigolos, hostesses, floor show (ine 


|, Trio of new book-publishing | Tribune for 15 years, died July 26 at Bankruptcy Act the following year. 
| houses have been organized in N. | Water Mill, L. I., shortly after filing Irving Trust Co. was at first re- 
boa yon to small specialized ee for the night, an obit- | .aiver and, later, trustee, taking 
| "Cs 7 Bo. oe? ; — eee over the responsibilities which nor- | 
| tg ee re wee Seen Sed mally would rest on RKO’s board of | 
| by — P. Murtagh, George M. CHATTER directors. On January last, a plan 
ees eee Tiffen Publishing Co. formed by | of reorganization put forward by 
olic mock Club vise ee” | Juliet W. Levy. Atlas was approved by the court. 





Morris Goldston | 
| has organized Plymouth Editions, 
|and Maurice H. Louis has joined the | 
|ranks of book publishers under the 
imprint of his own name. 


Marjorie Hillis wed 
Thomas H. Roulston. 

Gilbert Frankau back to England 
| after some months here. 


Aug. 1 to 


the book-publishing field on his own, 


| new classes of stock: a 6% 


Under this plan, all of the fixed in- 
debtedness of RKO was taken care 
of by the creation in its place of two 
Cumula- 


Frederic H. Woolfall, Jr., getting | tive Convertible Preferred stock, 
te blishi cj d callable at $105 and a Common 

Earhart Bieg Nen-Putnam = pu ing undertaking under | coe e at $105 = a: a 
Although he recently returned to Roderick Forsman foregoing a Several new interests have de- 


Aug. 17. | 


George Palmer Putnam will not pub- 
lish his biog of his late wife, Amelia 
| Earhart. Book is to be brought out 


of ‘Soaring Wings.’ Biog appeared 
some time ago in Liberty, as a serial. 
Putnam, formerly of G. P. Put- 





comyany headquartered on the Coast. 

Uses the imprint of his own name. 
20% Commish Suit 

Louis Frankel filed a $10,000 

iN. Y. supreme court action Friday 

(28) against Lawrence Menkin, 

writer, claiming breach of contract. 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


ceive 20% of the defendant's earn- 
ings for acting as business manager. 

The contract was allegedly 
breached June 21, 1939, and the 
writer is asked to account on his in- 
come and to pay $1,475 besides, for 
special publicity. 





NEW PERIODICALS 

Adventure Novels and Short 
Stories are being published bi- 
monthly by Columbia Publications, 
Organization is affiliate of Blue Rib- 
bon Magazines, headed by Louis 
Silberkleit. He's also supervisory 
Editor. 


femmes, bows in this month. Period- 
ical, a giveaway, to appear monthly, 
printed in rotogravure. Publication 
offices in the midwest. 





by Harcourt, Brace, under the title | 


nam’s Sons, has his new publishing | 


Frankel claims an agreement to re- | 


| month’s scribbling for a Canadian 
hunting trip. 


kins, N. Y. literary agent, in the 
hospital after a two-story tumble. 

(Miss) Ellsley Bonner in N. Y. for 
her first peek at the World’s Fair 
and to deliver some new scripts. 

John V. Drasin has sold his place 
on Long Island and has moved the 

typewriter jnto a N. Y. apartment. 

Frank Ryhlick and Allan A. 
Michie, Washington newspapermen, 
have placed a book with Vanguard 
'on some political notables. 

Murrell Edmunds, whose novel, 
‘Between the Devil,’ Dutton is bring- 
ing out next month, is a part-time 
clerk in a New Orleans shoe store. 
| Norman Anthony and O. Soglow 
have collabed on ‘The Drunk’s Blue 
| Book,’ which Stokes is publishing. 
| Omnibook carries abridgements of 
general books, including one or two 

novels in each issue; not just fiction. 

Alfred Brentano, Sr., and Mr. and 
'Mrs. Alfred Brentano, Jr., have 
sailed to look in on the Brentano 
| in Paris, 

Hortense Lees in N. Y. with her 
| husband and son. Family goes to 
Maine after she finishes reading 
| proofs of a new novel. 

Gene Coughlin, sports writer, dis- 





ner in the recent wrestling investi- 
gation, has filed suit for $4,800 in 
; salary due under a one-year con- 
! tract. 


Margot Johnson, aide to Ann Wat- | 


veloped in the RKO picture during 
its period of reorganization proceed- 
ings. In 1935, Atlas Corp. acquired 
50% of the holdings of RCA, which 


gave to Atlas approximately 42% 
of the old RKO Debentures and 
24% of the old common stock. Atlas 


| bought an additional one-twelfth of 
RCA’s remaining holdings in Janu- 
| ary, 1938. Rockefeller Center, Inc., 
| held a claim against RKO which re- 
! sulted in the allowance to it of 415,- 
| 000 shares of the new common stock 
| under the reorganization plan. Time, 
| Inc., acquired certain 6% RKO notes 
|formerly held by Pathe Film Corp. 
| and will receive therefore, under the 
reorganization, a substantial block 
|of new securities. Radio Corp. of 
| America retains approximately one- 
|}half of its former substantial hold- 
ings. 


RKO’s St. Louis Theatre 
| And Stock Settlement 


| St. Louis, Aug. 1. 
| Sam, Harry and Nat Koplar, Emil 


| Strauss and the David Sommers es- | 


| tate, stockholders of Metropolitan 
| Theatre Corp., owner of the St. 

Louis theatre, a 4,000 seater in mid- 
, town, have regained possession of 


Better Homemaking, new mag for | charged by the Los Angeles Exami- | the house, sold in 1929 to the Radio- 


| Keith-Orpheum interests, and will 
| obtain 76,500 shares of nev; RKO 
| stock estimated to be worth $300,000 
when reorganization plans are com- 


| 





cluding a line, and well-defined cus- 
tomers, one of whom, a drunk, plays 
too obviously for laughs). Among 
the guests are an East Indian couple, 
newlyweds, a boxing champ and 
nobility. As each enters, appropri- 
ately costumed, he does a short rou- 
tine which characterizes him. 

A sharply defined portion of the 
story deals with the newlyweds. 
Obdviously from the sticks, they come 
in shaking rice from their clothes. 
Boxing champ and his retinue fol- 
low them. When the bride asks the 
champ for his autograph, he picks 
her up and kisses her. Whereupon 
Mr. Hick knocks him out—and the 
chorine with the champ whops the 
country lad with a bottle to lay him 
out, too. 

A hefty laugh for those who get 


it is the satire the ballroom team 
does on Eddie Fox and Mayris 
Chaney. Miss Littlefield and Tom 
Cannon are the terpers, and they 
start with the usual slow, smooth 
number, then don top hats and take 


canes for the second part. 
closely patterned after a Chaney and 


This Ss 


Fox ballroom bit and is heavily 
spiced with satire. 

Finale is the weakest portion. 
Everybody supposedly has become 


drunk—showing very little signs of 
it, however, in the usual tipsy, 
weaving sense—and begins dancing 
on tables and getting wild. It 
evolves into a circus, with a ring- 
master coming out to direct. Trav- 
elers come together at the height of 
the orgy. 

Terping itself is on a lofty level 
throughout, but the performance is 
so played down to the audience and 
there’s so much libretto, this passes 
almost without notice. lero. 


GOLDER BACK TO WB 
Hollywood, Aug. }. 





Lew Golder has returned to the 
Warner Bros. fold. 

He has headed east on talent 
scouting job and will be awey 10 
weeks, 





——————— 
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in Union War: 


Y, the Vital Points 





_ 


(Continued from page 1) 
jt puts both film production and the- 
atre operation (vaude and legit) in 
precarious position. — 

With both sides rushing prepara- 
tions for a finish fight, the vital ques- 
tion appears to be the possible 
course of action by Theatrical Pro- 
tective No. 1 (New York stagehands’ 
Jocal) and the IATSE local in Los 
Angeles. Defection of either group 
would cripple George E. Browne, 
IATSE president, at the start. Offi- 
cials of the New York stagehands 
indicated they are opposed to 
Browne's ‘invasion’ and will wage a 
‘real fight’ on the issue. There is 


also grave possibility of revolt within | 


the IATSE ranks on the Coast, where 


there have long been outbursts 
against the Browne-William Bioff 
regime, and where the union is 


threatened with invasion by the CIO 
technicians’ outfits. 
In contrast to the threatened splits 


in the IATSE ranks, the Four A’s | 


have solidified their lineup in face 
of the stagehands’ attack. Also, it is 
pointed out, in any actor-stagehand 
showdown, the actors have a decided 
advantage in the fact that the co- 
operation of only the stars would be 
necessary to tie up production, 
whereas the stagehands would re- 
quire complete solidarity to be ef- 
fective. It is doubted if any such 
united action could be’ brought 
about by the IATSE, particularly in 
view of the known opposition of the 
New York and Los Angeles locals. 
Four A’s heads are of the opinion 
that if Browne tries to carry out his 
invasion move he'll not only lose the 
battle but may topple the entire 


IATSE setup and collapse his own | 


regime. 
Four A’‘s Strikes Back 

Evidence of the determination of 
the Four A’s unions to wage a finish 
battle against possible stagehands’ 
domination was seen in the imme- 
diate action of the international 
board and the governing bodies of 
the affiliate unions. 

Upon learning of Browne’s char- 
tering of the AFA, the Four A’s 
board instantly issued a fiery state- 
ment attacking the ‘transaction,’ 
warning of punishment for any ac- 
tors who participate and calling for 
a showdown in the AFL. Screen 
Actors Guild board on Monday night 
(31) suspended Sophie Tucker, AFA 
president. Harry Richman is not a 
member of SAG. Equity council 
will probably suspend Miss Tucker 
and Richman at a special meeting 
today (Wednesday). American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists national 
board is virtually certain to follow 
suit at its regular meeting tomorrow 
(Thursday). Both Miss Tucker and 
Richman were present at the IATSE- 
AFA charter proceedings. 

Soph May Touch Off Strike 

Suspension of Miss Tucker from 
Equity may bring about the first ac- 
tual showdown in the fight. Singer 
is featured in ‘Leave It to Me,’ which 
is slated to reopen Aug. 21 at the 
Imperial, New York. IATSE-AFA 
heads predicted that if she is barred 
from the show the stagehands would 
strike, If they do, it will probably 


close every legit show in the coun- | 
if the New | 


try immediately. But 
York stagehands refuse to support 
Browne, it will be a virtual back- 
breaker for him. 

Understood Miss Tucker has a pic- 
ture contract in the works with Uni- 


versal. Her suspension by SAG 
automatically short-circuits that. 
However, that may or may not | 


ignite a SAG-IATSE fight in Holly- 


Wood, since the Tucker contract isn’t ! 


Set. Probable that some other spark 
would be required to involve the 
film end in the battle. But if a fight 
does come, any possible defections 


among the disgruntled extra faction | 
in the SAG would probably have | 


negligible effect, as the stars, who 
are the backbone of the Guild’s 
bower, are solidly loyal. 

Although the power of the per- 
ormer unions to suspend their mem- 
bers and thus virtually prevent them 
from earning a living has never been 
tested in court, it has been ex ~rcised 
by Equity and SAG in the past. Wal- 
lace Beery, Lionel Barrymore and 
others were suspended by Equity for 
refusing to join SAG and, when the 
latter union won a Guild-shop con- 
tract with the studios, were forced 
to pay heavy fines before being ad- 
mitted to membership and the right 
to work in pictures, 

Without the stagehands’ backing, 


Miss Tucker would have only a slim overtures to the Four A’s if the per- which in turn is an affiliate 





— 


chance of fighting the Four A’s setup. 
She could bring damage suit against 
the unions, but litigation would con- 
sume a couple of years. She might 
be backed by the IATSE, but that 
would also be problematical if the 
stagehands had refused to join the 
fight. 
AFL Showdown 

Meanwhile, both the Four A’s and 
IATSE are preparing for a show- 
down at the AFL executive council 
meeting which opens Monday (7) in 
Atlantic City. Four A’s within a 
few days will issue a blistering open 
letter to its members, the members 
of the executive committee, all AFL 
affiliates and President Green. State- 
ment will charge a combined ‘plot’ by 
Green, Joseph Padway (AFL, AFA 
and IATSE attorney), Browne and 
Whitehead to turn over the actors 
to stagehands’ domination. 

Will assert (1) that the IATSE is 
dominated by Browne and Bioff, his 
personal representative; (2) that 
| Whitehead is attempting to ‘deliver’ 
the AFA to the IATSE ‘without sub- 
mitting the matter to the member- 
ship’; (3) that Green has ‘delib- 
erately violated the constitution of 
| the AFL’ and is ‘using his position 
as president’ for personally aiding 
and abetting Whitehead, and (4) that 
the Four A’s has been requested to 
| Sppear before the executive council 
; to answer AFA charges ‘which the 
| executive council hag no power to 
hear and that Green should never 
have accepted.’ 
| Assail Green 
| Statement will reiterate the Four 








A's 25-year record of loyalty to the 
AFL and will insist the performer 
union hopes to remain in the fed- 
| eration ranks, but will bluntly assert 
| that Green, Padway, the IATSE and 
| Browne are arrayed against the 
actors ‘in ruthless disregard of legal 
rights as well as every ethical and 
: moral principle.’ 


| If the executive council refuses to 
stand by the AFL constitution and 


| 
|former outfit withdraws from the 
_AFL, Concurrently, the industrial 
‘union is pushing its attempted in- 
ivasion of the IATSE domain in 
Hollywood, thereby seriously threat- 
ening Browne’s organization in a 
vital spot at a critical iime. 
Meanwhile, Four A’s heads have 
held a series of conferences with 
various AFL union officials in Wash- 
ington and elsewhere to sound out 
their probable course of action in an 
actor-stagehand union battle. Under- 
stood no final deals were set, but 
that the leaders of several powerful 
unions pledged their support, some 
of them indicating they would bring 
pressure on Green at once. Ken- 
neth Thomson, SAG executive sec- 
retary, was in Washington and Buf- 
falo last week for such confabs, later 
flying to the Coast. Laurence Beilen- 
son, Four A’s attorney also returned 
to Hollywood, with a stopoff in Chi- 
cago, 


the row is a possible damage action 
against the AFL for alleged breach 
of contract in permitting the IATSE 
to invade performer jurisdiction in 
violation of the Four A’s charter and 
the AFL constitution. Attitude of 
ithe Theatrical Managers, Agents «& 
| Treasurers, the Scenic Artists, team- 
sters union and the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians is not definitely 
known, although the TMAT is re- 
| Ported to favor affiliation with the 
|\IATSE. Four A’s leaders are de- 
termined to wage a strong battle 
against all opposition heads, and 
AFL officials, as well as IATSE 
execs, may decide that the White- 
head-AFA issue isn’t worth what the 
fight will cost. 

In granting a charter to AFA, 
Browne on Monday (31) said that 
the organization’s ‘affairs are clean 





organization.’ 
|alleged charges against you’ 


given unstintingly of their time, 
energy and service for the promo- 
ition and welfare of the AFA, but 
|that you have conducted its affairs 
loyally, efficiently and honestly.’ 

| Only Vaude-Nitery-Circus 

| Pledging the complete backing of 








4 A’s Statement 


on AFA-IATSE 





Statement issued Monday (31) 


by the international board of the 


Associated Actors & Artistes of America, in connection with the char- 
tering of the American Federation of Actors by the International Al- 


liance of Theatrical Stage Employees, follows: 


‘The delivery by the stagehands 


ef any one of the 30,000 actors in 
America. 

‘The treasonable and disgraceful 
tention. 
fellow-actors, we will take immedi 

‘The actors in the Four A’s will 
actor will be party to the transac 


‘George Browne's act in attemp 


ican Federation of Labor. 


the transaction apparently has any 


diction of another is no protection 





bership in this or any other fight.’ 


of a piece of paper called a charter 


to Whitehead (AFA executive-secretary) does not mean the delivery 


the Associated Actors & Artistes of 


act of certain performers in deliv- 


ering their brethren to the stagehands will receive our immediate at- 
As for any actor who participates in this betrayal of his 


ate action against him and his kind. 
remain firm and no self-respecting 
tion that took place today between 


Browne (IATSE president) and the AFA. 


ting to raid the jurisdiction of the 


Four A’s, a jurisdiction which has been recognized for 25 years, is a 
deliberate and inexcusable violation of the constitution of the Amer- 
Nor. has 
remains of his membership in making this move. 


Whitehead consulted what 
Neither party to 
regard for the legality of his actions. 


Mr. 


‘The next move is up to President Green and the executive board of 
the AFL. Any organization that will permit a union to raid the juris- 


to any union. 


‘The Four A’s is well-equipped to take care of itself and its mem- 








protect the Four A’s jurisdiction, the 


statement will say, ‘then every labor 
union in the country loses control 
over its locals’ and ‘the AFL is no 
protection to any union.’ Will 
threaten that if the executive coun- 
cil refuses to uphold the AFL con- 
stitution, the Four A’s will carry the 


fight onto the floor of the convention 
and, if necessary, withdraw from the 
AFL. 

Fact that the letter will be ad- 
dressed to all AFL affiliates, as well 
as the executive committee and 
Green, is regarded as highly signifi- 
cant. It indicates that the Four A’s 
‘figures it will have wide support 

among the AFL affi'iate unions, 
|}some of whom are already lukewarm 
| toward the Green leadership. Per- 
| Sormer union heads hope that if 
| Green forces a showdown, he may 
| even upset his regime. 

CIO in the Background 

| position of CIO in the matter isn't 
| clearly known. Four A’s officials in- 
| sist they have no intention of such an 
' affffiliation, but John L. Lewis lieu- 
tenants are known to be hoping to 
‘capitalize on the Four A’s-IATSE 
' split to gain a long-sought foothold 
lin the theatrical union field. It is 
| known that CIO reps intend to make 


t 


the IATSE and its treasury and 
membership, Browne added that the 
AFA would receive protection of 
the stagehands and that all contract 
rights and obligations will be ‘strictly 
observed. Although explaining that 
for the present an organizing drive 
would be confined to only the vaude- 
nitery-circus field, he indicated that 
the AFA’s charter from the IATSE 
gives it jurisdiction over performers 
in other entertainment fields as well, 
including films, legit, opera, concert, 
radio and even television. 

Miss Tucker at the ceremonies 
stated that ‘this is a happy day for 
| the officers of AFA and its member- 
‘ship. In affiliating with the IATSE 
I feel that the members of the AFA 
have made a greater stride towards 
improved working conditions in our 
field than we have made in the sev- 
eral years since we first organized. 
As an affiliate of the IATSE and 
with its backing we are now assured 
'of tremendous success. Anyone fa- 


Another likely Four A’s move in| 


| 
| 











| 


and | failed to attend. 
found that ‘not only have all officers | 


TT 





4A’s Beef to AFL 





Formal charges against the 
IATSE for invasion of the Four 
A’s jurisdiction were being 
readied yesterday (Tuesday) by 
the performer union for presen- 
tation to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor today (Wednes- 
day). Claiming that its juris- 
diction over performers has been 
recognized for more than 25 
years, the Four A’s will accuse 
the stagehands of ‘deliberately 
and wilfully violating’ legal and 
ethical rights. 

It was also learned that the 
Four A’s last Saturday (29) 
wrote the AFL headquarters in 
Washington reiterating its consti- 
tutional right to control its own 
internal affairs without interfer- 
ence from the AFL, calling on 
the AFL for a statement defining 
the status of President Green 
and general counsel Joseph Pad- 
way in the dispute, and protest- 
ing against the threatened 
IATSE-AFA alliance (which took 
place two days later). 


Four A’s board was also slated 
to meet last night (Tuesday) to 
name a steering committee to 
deal with the present emergency. 
Understood the group would act 
as a sort of ‘war board’ to work 
in close cooneration with the 
Coast end in combatting the 
IATSE without having to wait 
for a get-together of the full 
board. 








AFL. We are highly gratified over 
this alliance.’ 
Didn’t Show Up 


Several publicity releases issued 


and proper’ and its ‘officers have|by AFA about the charter-granting 
| conducted themselves with loyalty to | ceremony stated that Rudy Vallee, 
their members and honesty to their | Joe Laurie, Jr., Ben Bernie and Mor- 
He stated he had/| ton Downey, as well as Tucker and 
made a ‘personal investigation of the | Richman. 


were present, but they 
Informed of the 
statement, Bernie later said he had 
not authorized the use of his name 
or know of the meeting. Revealing 
that he had resigned from the AFA 
council a month ago, the bandleader 
explained that he had never received 
an acknowledgement of his resigna- 


tion doesn’t cease using his name he 
will bring proper legal action. He 
also said he is supporting Eddie Can- 





tor and the newly-chartered Ameri- 


| can Guild of Variety Artists and that 


he is ‘unequivocably opposed’ to the 


| entire Tucker - Whitehead - Browne 


setup. ‘You can quote me as strongly 
as you want to,’ he added. 

Morton Downey, who Sunday (30) 
bowed out of the Aquacade show at 
the New York World’s Fair because 
of a sinus infection, was ill in bed at 





his home in Greenwich, Conn.,, and 
could not be reached for comment. 
However, his wife said he had not 
been at the charter ceremonies Mon- 
day and hadn't known of or author- 
ized the use of his name. She ex- 
plained that the singer was too ill to 
be disturbed, but explained that she 
knew he hadn't attended any AFA 


| functions since the riotous meeting 
| called by Sophie Tucker at the Edison 


| IA merger. 


hotel, N. Y., late in June. Whitehead 
later claimed Downey okayed the 
Laurie revealed that he 
hadn't been at the charter meeting, 


| but had been ‘at home working on a 


| play to give 


actors and stagehands 
employment,” Added that he hadn’t 
authorized the use of his name in 
connection with the proceedings. 
Vallee is currently playing a stage 


' date at the Chicago theatre, Chicago, 


'miliar with the great progress made | 


| by the IATSE for its members must 
know that the members of the AFA 
'will secure great gains and ad- 
' vantages which can only be secured 
| by affiliation with a tried and splen- 


| ganization 
| Strength in the film industry as well 


did organization such as the IATSKE, ' 


of the 


and also didn’t attend. He likewise 
said that his name had been used 
without his authorization. It was in- 
dicated by Four A’s Officials that no 
punitive action would be taken 
against performers who didn’t at- 
tend the ceremonies but whose | 
name were used without their 
knowledge | 
Meanwhile, groups in the AFA} 


membership opposing the Whitehead 
regime are preparing various moves 
to nullify the IATSE affiliation and 
bring about the ousting of White- 
head and Sophie Tucker. Petition is 


being circulated for a membership | 


meeting, at which a recall and disso- | 
lution motion will be made. Groups 
are also readying injunction pro- 


ceedings to set aside the IATSE 


tieup on the ground that it was made | 
without consent of the membership | 


and is therefore unconstitutional. 
Only branch of show business not 
likely to be concerned in the spread- 
ing performer-stagehand warfare is 
radio, where the IATSE has negli- 
gible representation. Browne or- 
has heavy numerical 


as in legit, opera and vaudeville. But 
in the radio technicians’ field it has 
made no and the AFL- 


progress 


tion, but added that if the organiza- | 


a 


affiliated International 
of Electrical Workers is over- 
shadowed by the American Com- 
munications Assn. (CIO). 


Screen Actors Guild 
Pledges Finish Fight 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Screen Actors Guild suspended 
Sophie Tucker last night (Monday), 
placed its resources at the disposal 
of the AAAA and pledged a finish 
fight against the invasion of its juris- 
diction by the IATSE. SAG board of 
directors declared Miss Tucker was 
suspended for ‘flagrant and obvious 
offense against the best interests of 
the Guild.’ Indicated action might 
be taken against others whose names 
were being mentioned in connection 
with issuance of the AFA charter. 

Kenneth Thomson, SAG secretary, 
said every resource would be ex- 
hausted to have the American Fed- 
eration of Labor set aside the ac- 
tion and indicated that, if this failed, 
the battle would be taken to the 
courts and the general membership. 
Thomson expressed the belief that 
the names of many actors listed in 
connection with the charter grant 
had been used without their knowl- 
edge. He said this was a ‘typical 
practice’ of Ralph Whitehead and 
was one of the grounds on which the 
charter of organization was rescind- 
ed by AAAA. 

Conference of all tops in 4 A’s 
affiliates will be called immediately 
to plan the fight. These include 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, Actors Equity, Hebrew Actors 
and American Guild of Musical 
Artists. Affiliates probably will be 
asked to take action against mem- 
bers who retain membership in AFA 
in preference to the American Guild 
Variety Artists which was chartered 
by AAAA, to replace AFA. 

Support of the Screen Directors 
Guild, Screen Writers Guild and 
other independent crafts will be 
sought. SAG already has a working 
alliance with SDG and SWG. 

Tops in SAG will go to Atlantic 
City Aug. 7 to present its case at 
the meeting of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor executive council. 
If the plea should be nixed the fight 
will be carried to the convention 
floor. A negative reply from AFL 
would result in the withdrawal of 
SAG and other AAAA affiliates from 
AFL. 


Miss Tucker Says SAG 
Will ‘Rue’ Her Suspension 


Sophie Tucker, president of the 
AFA, yesterday (Tues.) stated: 

‘From past performances we are 
not in the least surprised at the 
vindictive attitude shown on the part 
of the Four A’s. If, as reports have 
it, the SAG has really suspended me 
from membership, I am afraid they 
are letting themselves in for more 
than they bargained. 

‘Our first consideration is in the 
interests of our general membership 
and we are being extremely careful 
that no act on our part will result ia 
putting the actor in the middle. 

‘If a few selfish individuals intend 
to try to uphold their high-salaried 
officers by making the actors the 
goat, I am sure they will rue the day. 
It is very obvious that in retaliating 
against me they are dealing in per- 
sonalities and making a last dying 
attempt to frighten the actors who 
might fear similar retaliations, We 
are not piaying the game any way 
they might choose and assure every- 
one that George E. Browne, his as- 
sociate officers and the entire mem- 
bership of the IATSE are no school 
' children, but, on the contrary, are 
past masters in the sort of strategy 
that it takes to win.’ 


Brotherhood 





Writers Outside Calif. 
Labor Commish Setup 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


State Labor Commission has no 
jurisdiction over contracts between 
|! writers and agents for the sale of 
| literary material, in an _ opinion 


handed down by the commission it- 
self. It was an answer to a query 
from a writer who complained that 
his 10% er demanded exclusive sell- 
ing rights even though there was no 
| selling over a period of four months. 
Opinion, signed by Leo L. Schau- 
|; mer, attorney deputy, and approved 
iby H. C. Carrasco, Labor Commis- 
sioner, said in part: 

‘The private employment agency 
i; act applies only to employment 
agencies in the procuring of jobs for 
personal services. Unsofar as the 
contract pertains to literary ma- 
terial, this department has no juris- 
diction, The parties would be teft to 
the construction of 


self 


the contract ite 
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Unaccustomed as lam to public speakin’ 


| want to thank all th 
| e home folks for wel in’ 
a = i worked with me in‘’OUR ebony fd 
yack to Van Buren. I ex i 
pect the bi i 
: g world pre 
ie pd to-coast broadcast Monday night i anion , “i 
a things that ever happened to me nd ¥en: oa 
ey’re goin’ to happen in m en 
y own home town. I 
pa say how proud | am to show my eee 
rs s‘OUR LEADING CITIZEN’. It’s a human 
. _ aa story as real as rain. beneeisiian 
a ne Director Alfred Santell have done a great 
a Be with it. And...well...1 only hope my acta’ 
e rest of it...’cause the rest of it can’t be beat.” 
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Paramount. Presents 


__i rs OUR LEADING cTIZEN 













ns World Premiere Broadcast ; 
mbia Network 


—, 


Special Bob Bur 
August 7 over 50 Stations of the Colu 


Starring Bob Burns, with 
of Paramount's “Our 
Leading Citizen” cast, including 
Susan Hayweord and Joseph 
Alten,Jr., alsolrvinS. Cobb, author 
of the story from which John C. 
Moffitt wrote the screen play- 









TIME OF THE BROADCAST 


10 to 10:30 P.M. 9 to 9:30 P.M. 
(€. 0.7 (€. S$. T.) 


g to 9:30 F M. 8 to 8:30 P.M. 
(c. $.T.) 


members 


7 to vas P. M. 6 to 6:30 P.M. 


im. $.T.) (p. $.T.) 
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Film Reviews 








HIDDEN POWER 


(Continued from page 18) 
yiates but little from the accepted 
-«roeen formula. : 
" ‘After his wife divorces him and 
takes their young son away to live 





ja cowbarn 


with her, because he persists with his | 


endless experiments and overlooks a 
big cash deal, the final episodes are 
proadcast far in advance. It only be- 
comes a matter of time when the 
scientist will use his antidote to save 
his own boy’s life. Plot takes so long 
to unravel that by this time nobody 
*h cares. 
— Holt, accustomed to outdoor, 
he-man roles, is not at home in the 


medico character. And shows it. 


Besides a weak casting job in spot-|Barrat turns in a good job as Dr.| 
ting Gertrude Michael as the nag-| Blair, 
r who’s | Dairyman’s 


ging wife, Dickie Moore, 


sired with the working in of tunes 
from Autry and the Texas Rangers. 
Several times they are allowed to 
abruptly break the continuity. In 
other spots, however, especially in 
scene wherein Smiley 
Burnette and the Rangers are at- 
tempting to milk their herd, tune | 
breaks help toward a good final im- 
pression. 

Sissy aspect (so think Autry and 
his henchmen) of a bunch of hard- 
riding cattlemen playing nursemaid 
to milk cows, by no means lessens | 
the action content once Autry’s 
bunch unknowingly project them-| 
selves into the midst of the local 
war in which ranchers are being 
harassed and intimidated into join- 
ing a ‘protective’ association. Robert 


and leader 
protective bunch who)} 


veterinary 


grown almost to the gangling stage.| are wrecking milk trains, etc., and 


strives ‘ 
hp and make something of a 
rather silly part as the son. ; 

Regis Toomey is engulfed in 
minor bit as the doctor’s lab assist- 


ant. . als ; yap 
off into a stupid semi-villainous part 


as the laboratory chief who would | tired of barnstorming and have com- | 


use the medico’s original formula for 
the manufacture of high explosives. 


strenuously to inject a few | convincing 


a/| rate rises, 


| 


Lewis D. Collins directs with a) 


heavy hand, not getting much help 
apparently from Gordon Rigby’s 
screenplay. Wear. 


MAN FROM TEXAS 


(WITH SONGS) 

Moiogram release of Edward Finney pro 
duction Features Tex Ritter. Directed by 
Al Herman Adaptation aod original by 
Robert Emmett; camera, Marcel Le Picard; 


editor. Fred Bain At Arena, N. Y., dual, 
July 31, °39 Running time, 60 MINS, 

Pax AlleW.....-cccceccecscsessses Tex Ritter 
Sherif€ Missouri... ccccccscccevess Hal Price 
Shooting Kid...ccccceese---Charles B, Wood 
Jeff Hall eeeeee Vic Demourelle, Jr. 
Drifter.... +oe bee eeebee Ceeen Roy Barcroft 
Longhorn, . ‘vbeeCOS eee ess Frank Wayne 
Speed Dennison..ccccceses Kenneth Duncan 
SANGO. 5 cb 00 4006908400860 0 084 Ruth Rogers 
BU. cans vcesscvseoeedseedee's Tom London 
We Ce F'IGSR. wk sé cacnecevennwens es .. Himselt 


Monogram’'s western star in his 
best effort to date. Trim and full of 
action, story of a railroad trouble 


| 
| 


} 


| 


shooter, outwitting, outshooting and | 


outriding the outlaw band, is paced 
and cut to a nicety. 
attraction where Tex Ritter’s 
means something. 

Getting off to a nice start, Tex ar- 
rives on the scene in time to save a 
horse-thief from sheriff’s posse. The 


| 


It's a boxoffice |! 
name | 


| tion 


Shooting Kid had promised Ritter to | 


go straight but again 
hires out as gunman to a cutthroat 
rancher who is playing a freeze-out 
game in order to get his neighbor’s 
valuable ranch land sought by the 
railroad for a right of way. 

Ritter, hiding his identity of rail- 
road detective, joins up with the per- 
secuted cattle rancher, in an effort 
to find out who as behind the plot 
After several attempts to kill the 
rancher, and later Ritter, the Kid 
goes over to law and order and aids 


immediately | 


| glimpsing 


Tex and sheriff's posse get the cat- | 


tle across a barbed wire 
set up to prevent cattle from reach- 
ing the railroad. Spectacular gun 
fight at climax brings the usual re- 
sult with wiping out of band. 

Well chosen exteriors, first-rate 
camera work and sound 


barricade, | 


recording 


create a clear-cut and sparkling im- | 


pression Other definite assets to 
the production are Ritter’s riding and 
baritone booming of two new songs, 
‘Prairie Lights’ and ‘Men Who Weat 
the Stars.’ Several new faces in the 
Cast likewise stand out, and work of 
Charles B. Wood is especially com- 
mendable. Ritter carries the picture 
with an excellent performance, al- 
though appearance gives a 
tion of maturity and his part as writ- 
ten lays too much emphasis on pater- 
nal, philosophic mien. 

Ruth Rogers gets by with little 
trouble as only a few scenes are de- 
voted to establishingg her as the ro- 
mantic interest. Cattle herd scenes 
as they are driven through the hills 
and arroyos are well-handled and as 
interesting as such panoramic effects 
usually are. 


suggees- 


COLORADO SUNSET 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of William Berke pro 
duction. Stars Gene Autry; features Smil 
Burnet °, Directed by George Sherman. 
Screenplay b; Betty Burbridge, Stanley 
Roberts, from original by Luei Ward, Jack 


Natiel ra 


William Nobles; music, 
Ri ul 


Reviewed in projection 


camera, 
Kraushaatr 


| than 


the ranchers that a 
trucking company, which the ranch- 
ers refuse to deal with because of, 
is behind the sabotage. | 
Autry and his gang (Burnette and 


Henry Kolker also is shunted | the Texas Rangers) move into that | 


section of country because they’re 


missioned Burnette to buy a ranch. | 
Burnette unknowingly purchases one 
with a herd of milk cows. Once} 
they're on tap, though. things start | 
happening and in one big coupe at 
the finale the ranchers, led by Autry, 
wipe out the ‘protective’ mob. It’s 
a chase with milk wagons upsetting 
and spilling their loads. 

Autry’s nomination for Sheriff in 
place of one killed by Blair pro- 
vides more opportunity for musical 
hi-jinks which winds up in a laugh- 
able free-for-all between women 
supporters of Autry and men behind 
the opposition. Larry (Buster) 
Crabbe is Blair’s second in command, 
and opposition for Autry for sher- 
iff, who renounces allegiance to the 
mob when his sister (June Storey), 
operator of a local radio station, is 
in danger from Blair. He helps 
Autry clean up. Barbara Pepper 
has nothing much to do and at the 
finale is incongrously hooked with | 
Burnette romantically while Autry 
and Miss Storey get together. 


METROPOLIS—1939 


RKO release of ‘March of Time’ 
Previewed in Proje: 
July 31, "39, 


produc- 
tion Room, N, Y,, 
Running time, 184% MINS, 

This is the most vivid visual rec- 
ord of the world’s largest and great- 
est city ever made: ‘Metropolis— | 
1939’ is New York City brought up 
to date as seen by the summer N. Y. 
exposition visitor influx, It's a 
scenic panorama of Manhattan and 
all its boroughs, from Park Avenue 
to Harlem and The Bronx, and back | 
through Times Square to the Bow-| 
ery and Chinatown. If folks in other | 
sectors of the country never had a 
yen to visit New York they will after 
this swift travelog of a 
vast metropolis. As a short ‘it rates 
featurette billing. 

Fact that many N. Y. Fair visitors, 
who planned to stay only two days 
and spend them at the exposition, 
have stayed over to marvel at the 
daily performance put on by New 
York City, obviously prompted this 
subject at the present time. Every 
person who’s been to N. Y. this year 
will have a definite urge to see the 
film. In addition, the production has 
a ready-built audience of more than 
7,000,000 New Yorkers. 

The story of present-day New York 
is done in accustomed M. of T 
ner. but there were so numerous 
pungent facts to be packed into less 
20 minutes’ screen time that 
mere recital of factual material in 
following the hundreds of scenes was 


man- 


all that was needed without any 
punch lines. 

March of Time offers New York 
City as the most spectacular show in 


the world. opening with a sweeping 
view from an airplane flying ove 
the city, with the World’s Fair theme 
center visible in the distance. Logic- 
ally then it shows how visitors get 
into town, with comment that the 


|rail terminals annually handle pas- 


|sengers equal to the 


population of 
countries, and that 
planes land at city airports every 
seven minutes. . There also is passing 
flash of the new passenger plane ser- 
vice to Europe, making the Conti- 
nent only 24 hours distant. 

Aside from pointing up New York | 
as the greatest show on earth, the 
film depicts different walks of life, 


whole European 


| the smart shops, cafes (the 21 Club 


room, N. Y¥., July 27, '39. Running time, 
58 MINS, 

OOS cvhiy CES vB abe eae kr eerie Gene Autry | 
RTO sas hea SGbaSecdeeasetd Smiley Burnette 
Carol C6SSSESROASEECUEREDA EOE June Storey 

Ginge; edessecseoccece BarDarA Peppet 

TURANOR. eco te Larry (‘Buster’) Crabbe 
Oe cMiatr oe ....Robert Barre 

Ho OD ree eae pe Patsy Montana 
Themselves, The CBS-IK MBC Texas Rangers 
NE 2 EA aa eS Purnell Pratt ; 
OMEN lag ee 4 he ak beveus William Farnum 
DRAKE... i ceveeses seeeeee-Kermit Maynard 
nd wdsiiahomt RRR T CPE TUTOR Eee! Jack Ingram 
Burns. ene Ee ee Elmo Lincoln 

rankie 


Pe ee er en ..Frankie Marvin 
On a par with previous Autry 
westerns, ‘Colorado Sunset’ will 
Prove 


other sagebrush fans. This one is 


‘dull or appears overly 
pleasing fare for Autry and | 


»ased on a milk war on the range, | 


probably suggested by recent such 
a in various parts of the country. 
‘rection leaves something to be de- 


is shown), jewelry stores and then 
the cramped, dismal quarters of the 
Bowery. Various areas dominated 
bv different racial groups, such as 
Little Italy. Yorkville, Harlem, etc., 
are pointed out. 

Last -portien of subject is a neat 
builder-upper for the New York City 
cop and the efficient organization 
developed by Commissioner Valen- 
tine under LaGuardia’s administra- 
tion. While giving familiar statistics 
about the organization, it never is 
laudatory. 
Operation of police cruising cars and 
emergency squad cars also carries a 
wallop. - 

Climax is a 
night life scenes 
ballroom to 46th 


series of rapid-fire | 
from the Savoy 
and Broadway, 


|} liam Colt 


of ais 


VARIETY 





Times Square, the Astor hotel and 
the finale after-dark night show, a 
spectacular three-alarm blaze near 
40th Street on the east side. Fadeout 
is an aerial view of the Battery. 
Fortune mag for July devoted its 
entire issue to N. Y. City, which un- 
doubtedly made possible a ready tie- 
in with this ‘Time’ reel, Both enter- 
prises are affiliated. Wear, 


THREE TEXAS STEERS 


Republic release and production, Fes 


John Wayne, Ruy Corrigan, Max Teruune 
Directed by George Sherman, Original sci eer 
play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley Rob- 
evis, based on characters created by Wil 


MacDonald: « 
Tony 


mera, Ernest Mil 


ler; editor Martinelli. Ai Tivoli, 


N. Y., cual, July 28, "SY. Running time, 
56 MINS. 

Py DN, 6s kscceeveessuke John Wayne 
.,. le Ray Corrigan 
RA DOCU. 00 ebb cdoenane Max Yerhune 
Ee ery ey eee ee Carole Landis 
i eer err ere errr re Ralph Graves 
OVENS on 6 6056008 060066666060805% Riosco Ate 
EE Se ee Pere ee Collette Lyons 
et ih ET ON Ceerer .--Billy Curtis 
POs 0b bodb6600006000060000008 Ted Adams 
ee Tre cr re Stanley Blystone 
CS eee Oe ree re David Sharpe 
POON: visions nano ckan boaans Ethan Laidlaw 
Bo Peer ee re eee ere ce Lew Welly 
Gorill TRICE C VCP eee 





Though not 
bracket westerns, the Three Mes- 
quiteers series is showing marked 
improvement in recent releases. 


rent effort leans heavily on novel 


| story angles which set the picture 
| off the 


beaten track. 
entertainment value to fill boxoffice 
requirements on action fillers. 


Director George Sherman expertly 
mixes a circus background with a 


western locale; comedy, drama and | 


county fair trotting races being 
nicely balanced together which off- 
set departure from customary 
straight blood-and-thunder, 
man sagas. He even succeeds in im- 
parting a poetry-in-motion effect in 
his handling of the Three Mesqui- 
teers, achieving this with unitied 
timing of the cowboys’ mounting, 
riding, wheeling, galloping and dis- 
mounting of teeds. 

Considerably more footage than 
heretofore has been devoted to Max 
Terhune’s routines with his dummy, 
Elmer, but effectiveness of voice- 
tossing is handicapped by dialog and 
material used. 

Girl owner of circus inherits val- 


uable ranch which, unknown to her, | 
| is being sought by the Government 


as a site of waterpower improve- 
ment. Ralph Graves, her 
agent-manager, secretly plots to get 
property away from her to cash in 
on the offer. Wken she fails to sell 
out to him, he drives circus out of 
business and later hires band of 
desperadoes to run her off the ranch. 

Mesquiteers champion her cause; 
successfully expose and capture the 
crooks and help pay off the mort- 
gage by turning her trick circus 
horse into a trotting champion, win- 
ning the prize race at the fair. 


Action highlights include dra- 
matic stopping of runaway circus 


wagon team by Wayne; triple-action 
fisticuffs by the Mesquiteers; 
against time in getting the horse out 


of jail to the racetrack, in a covered- | * 


wagon pulled by a farm tractor, and 
stirring trotting-race scenes. Latter 
sequence is a_laugh-getter, 
Rajah, the horse, 


he hears bugle music. Thinking he 


is back in his circus days, horse | 
breaks into a waltz canter in time | 
with the music. 

Ralph Graves and Rosco Ates, 


familiar marquee names, embellish 
the film. Graves, as the heavy, han- 
dles his role in a perfunctory man- 
ner and pep. Ates snares a 
few laughs as the sheriff. Carole 
Landis does acceptable work as the 
circus owner Racetrack announcer 
(not listed in credits) scores in a 
brief bit with incisive megaphoning, 
and Billy Curtis, midget, also grabs 
some of the comedy honors. Wayne 
as usual hits the top with first-rate 
riding and carries his teammates 
along at a fast clip throughout. 


WINGS OVER AFRICA 


Nivt i ‘ 


lanirc 
iacKs 


ly = tt 1 Dire i by J lius 
Vaida - rs ) Akos Tolna mu Ja 
Kea ( ner Jam Wilson. At ¢ tral 
N Y c July 2Y 3u lual hue ng 
ne. 62 MINS 
(‘arol Re Joan Gard 
gf gk lan Colit 
Wilkins. ....ccsccces j Harcourt 


This is a typical British ‘B’ pro- 
duction, below par even for this 
classification. Safaris into jungle- 
lands are no longer novel film fare 
and with the handicap of unfamiliar 


British actors and thick accents, the 
meandering story is lost before it 
gets started. A weakie even for 


| dualing. 


It requires 20 minutes or more to 
get off on the airplane expedition to 
Africa to locate diamond treasure. 
It takes another eight or 10 minutes 
for the trip. After that, nothing 


‘much matters because the opposing 
| group in the search for the diamonds 
is spotted as soon as the two planes 


land. 


Production opens with Joan Gard-' 


ner pawning or selling a valuable 
diamond collection, indicating ob- 
vious possibilities. Then there is a 
flashback as to how she came into 


in a class with high- | 


Cur-' 


Has enough | 


bad- | 


press | 


race | 


with | 
slowing down | 
when the race is nearly won, when | 


possession of the stones. After this 
come newsreel clips, staged jungle 
scenes, long-distance lens shots and 
some plane views that look familiar. 
These aerial shots over mountains 
and ravines are stressed, and are 
neat examples of trim photography. 
Quaintly, the guiding aviator finds 
the right spot in Africa, although 
he’s never been there before by 
plane 

This conglomeration of dizzy 
scenes plus the studio production 
work make the film an admixture of 
educational, scenic travelog§ and 
straight adventure melodrama. It is 
weakest when the cast is called on 
to emote. 

Of the unknown British players, 
Joan Gardner, who’s been seen in 
London Film productions, shows up 
best. Given any sort of a break, she 
Sparkles; trouble is these opportuni- 
ties are few and far between, 
Colin is passable while James Har- 


court does fairly well with the 

stilted yarn. Dialog is dull, with 

‘English witticism at a low ebb. 
Wear. 


| FRIC FRAC 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, July 20. 


iis release of Muurice 
Stars 


Distribut 
f.ehmann 


‘urs Freon 
production, 


Michel Simon, Arletty, Helene Robert. Di- | 
rected by Lenmann Adaptation by Michel} 
Duren trom Edouard Bourdet’s siage play. 
| Came:a, Thirard and Nee. Music, Ober- 
feld, At the Mariguoan, Paris. Kunning 
time. 95 MINS, 

le, Me EE EERE CET OPO TES ee Fernan lel 
‘LETT re eee eee 


Loulou 


Arletiy 
Renee 


beetertseendadensoeuetet Helene Robert 


! 


| 
Tan | 





Fernande}, | 





| Highly amusing comedy of the 
| Paris underworld in which all the 
| dialog is in slang. With scenes and 
language familiar to the true-bred 
| Parisian only, it’s destined for home 
consumption exclusively. 


| ‘Frie-Frac,’ which in underworld 
argot means burglary or _ house 
breaking, brings together three local 
;names, Arletty, Michel Simon and 
| Fernandel, which alone should as- 
sure its success. Young, naive, pro- 
| vincial Marcel (Fernandel), a jewel- 
er’s assistant, falls in with Loulou 
| ‘Arletty) and Jo (Simon), friendly 
underworld characters. Marcel, who 
'is convinced that he does not love 
his employer’s daughter, Renee 
(Helene Robert), falls plenty hard 
for Loulou, whose boy friend is do- 
ing a six-month stretch for burglary. 
Marcel enjoys his contact with the 
| underworld although he does not 
suspect his friend’s true identity. He 
falls more and more under Loulou’s 
| spell and makes a determined effort 
| to pick up the picturesque language 
|of his new milieu. This enrages 
Renee, who wants Marcel to marry 
| her and inherit her father’s business. 
| After a series of complications dur- 


| ing which he becomes innocently in- 


| AULERHCEET TED CHEPOEROCeTHANETagnON 


A TE 


volved in the robbery of his employe 
er’s shop, he finally accepts Renea, 
realizing that he really loves her. 
Fernandel, Simon and Arletty area 
very amusing. although _ stellar 
honors go to Simon, who, with Ar- 
letty, were in the stage version. 
Minor roles are handled well along 
with camera. Ravo 


Paralysis ‘Emergency,’ 
Detroit Fears Closings 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 

Added to bevy of woes alreadv 
existing hereabouts, film palaces en- 
countere@ an_ infantile paralysis 
epidemic late last week in Detroit 
and nearby communities. Health 
department has declared state of 
emergency and is importing special- 
ists to combat disease. 

With cases in the past week more 
than double the number in all of 
1938, Dr. Donn W. Gudakunst. state 
health commissioner, has called on 
Detroit parents to cooperate by 
keeping kids at home and avoiding 
crowds. Hasn’t called on theatres 
and other amusement spots to close 
as yet, but intimated he’d do so if 
epidemic isn’t soon squelched. 


Meanwhile, the epidemic has 
caused shuttering of all public 
gatherings in Sarnia, Ont., about 50 
miles up the Detroit River. The 
Sarnia theatre was permitted to re- 
main open, but patronage was at 
minimum, while parents were 
threatened with legal action if they 
failed to follow precautions laid 
down by health authorities. Similar 


action is being contemplated in 
Windsor, across the river from 
Detroit, with number of paralysis 


cases spreading. 





‘Destry’ Re-ride On 
. Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


‘Destry Rides Again,’ postponed 
several times by casting hurdles, 
definitely gallops Aug. 28, take it 


from Joe Pasternak, Universal pro- 
ducer, 

James Stewart is ir the saddle, 
with Mischa Auer riding at his stir- 
rup and George Marshall directing. 


Art Silverstone in U. S. 
Arthur Silverstone, brother of 
Murray and Emanuel Silverstone, 
and assistant managing director of 
United Artists Pictures, Ltd., in Eng- 
land, arrived in the U. S. on Mon- 
day (31). 








Trip is his first in four years. 











Me 





New York Theatres 








Ceuaudeneeeentanannr tne 

















day’ MUSIC HALL 
“IN NAME 
ONLY" 
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IN PERSON 


Gary Cooper | 


_ Phil 

Paramount's New Spitalny 
\ and Hig 

“BEAU GESTE” ALL GIRL 


ORCHESTRA 


PARAMOUNT 





TIMES | 
SQUARE. 





Held Over! 3rd Week! 


CAGNEY against RAFT 
“EACH DAWN I DIE” 


A Warner Bros. Hit 
In Person 4 ' 
EDDY DUCHIN ‘) I RAND 
And His Orch. B’way & 4ith 








SAMULEL GOLDWYN presents 
Jascha Heifetz in 
“They Shall Have Music” 
With Andrea Leeds—loel MeCrea— 
Gene Reynolds-—-Walier Brennae 
UNITED 
artists RIVOLI 
Deors Open 9:20 A.M. 


Broadway 
at 49th St. 


MIDNITE SHOWS 

















} Thursda.s 


| “CAPTAIN 
FURY” 
IRENE DUNN§, ee Aherne 
FRED MacMURRAY jc MeLaxglen 
“INVITATION = 
TO HAPPINESS” | yn 
Lelth Stevens 
and His Orch 
Others 


Today on Screen 


Stage 


On 


Stage 
“Fats” Waller & Ore 





Air-Conditioned 


Now 


MGM's 


Plaving 
Laff Hit! 
Broadway Sblet Street 
‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ 
Lewis Stone @ Mickey Rooney 
Starts Thursday 
“MIRACLES FOR SALE” 
Robert Young - Florence Rice 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Air-Conditioned 


Continuous from {2 a.m 
Pop. rices. 25c tu t p.m 
B'way and 48tM 8 | ate Show 11-30 om Night 


Robert Donat in M-G-M's 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ Srd MONTH 





Sedgwick’s ‘Spook Home’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Edward Sedgwick gets the direc- 
torial chore on ‘Spook House,’ next 
Joe E. Brown starrer at Columbia. 
Picture rolls next Tues jay (8). 
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ie You get more for your money when you use NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS. 


@j More attention value! More circulation! More word-of-mouth! More 
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admissions! More exploitation! More profits! = ° ° 

Bal yo pay less per person reached. Less per ticket sold. And there’s no guess- 

ing as to how many SEE and HEAR your sales message. ° * 

@) You KNOW— because they are in your theatre, watching your screen. 

A 100% customer-audience at every performance — with the BEST 
SELLER in the business!... 


-NaTIOnNALC C£LECYZ SERVICE 


PRIZE BABY OF THE INNTUSTRY 
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Previewof Philly Trust Suit 





(Continued from page 5) 





the inability of the Landis to get) of Brooklyn, N. Y., against RKO 
roper pictures was harmful to the | Radio, 
P ommunity. An affidavit from | Loew’s, 





prises, Inc., operators of the Glen- 
wood theatre in the Flatbush section 


Warners, First 


National, 
United Artists, 


Paramount 





Mayor John C. Gittone declared that ; and the Century Circuit, Inc., 


was | ¥ : he world’s riest | 
the Landis is forced to show pre- | revealed in the N. Y. supreme court | sret-saw Gna, He world’s heaviest | 


dominantly western and gangster | 
films and hence was ‘debasing the 
morals’ of the youths of the town. 

The other depositions were mostly 
from businessmen. They explained 
that the Landis was built in 1937 
and opened in March of that year 
as a community project, with more 
than 100 citizens holding stock in the 
Cumberland Holding Company. The 
theatre was built, they said, because 
the WB Globe was closed and the | 
WB Grand was a ‘Firetrap.’ 

As soon as the new house was 
built, they deposed, Warners hur- 
riedly opened the Globe and rebuilt 
the Grand. It was charged that 
Warners—with the concurrence of 
the distribs—dissipate pix in the 
town through putting them in the 
old Globe merely to keep them from 
the Landis. Pictures, it was said, in 
some cases are bought for three days 
and shown for only one. 

Senator Shapiro added that the 
persons backing the new theatre 
were warned by Warner interests 
they were ‘foolish’ to try to start a 
new house in competition. 

Cater to Best Customers 


Testimony of all of the exchange 
managers was similar. Each de- 
clared he had nothing to do with the 
Warner contract, but worked only 
from a master contract made by the 
home offices. Managers also de- 
clared in every case that Warners is 
their major customer and, as in any 
other business, they naturally cater 
to large patrons. 

All the exchangemen admitted 
that they wouldn't sell the Landis 
until they had bargained with War- 
ner Bros. That led the court to re- 
mark in effect to Robert Lynch, 
Metro manager: ‘You fellows admit 
this is a monopoly, but you find it 
better to operate that way.’ 

Edgar Moss, 20th-Fox manager, 
and Frank McNammee, RKO mana- 
ger, testified that prior to erection of 
the Landis, the WB contract with 
each of the companies was for 26 
pictures a year. The termer for 
1937-38 season for the two Warner 
houses, however, was for 40 pictures 
of each distributor, almost their en- 
tire output. The change was made 
solely to keep first-run product from 
the Landis, it was charged. 

Moss was also questioned about a 
provision in the Fox contract by 
which Warners buy 26 pictures and 
get an option on the balance. If 
they take the ones on option they 
pay $35 for them for two days. The 
same pictures, if Warners don’t take 
them, cost the Landis $44 for two 
days, Moss said. 

That is an example, Shapiro 
pointed out, of the alleged violation 
of the Robinson-Patman act, which 
requires, certain other conditions 
being equal, that a product cannot 
be sold to one customer for less than | 
to another. 

It was also testified that before the | 
Landis opened, Warners contracted 
for 200 pictures a year in Vineland, 
while after it opened they bought 
up 250. In addition to the appear- 
ance of the exchangemen in the wit- 
ness box, Ted Schlanger, WB zone 
manager, was called upon to cor- 
roborate certain of the testimony. 

Briefs were ordered filed before 
Sept. 1. 


Odd Interstate Angle 





Federal Judge Murray Hulbert in| 


N. Y. reserved decision yesterday 
(Tues.) on application of all major 
companies, Monogram, Republic, 
Randforce Amusement Corp., Samuel 
Rinzler and Louis Frisch for a bill 
of particulars from the Folley Amus. 
Co., operators of the Brooklyn Folly 
theatre, which is suing for $750,000 
triple damages for alleged violations | 
of the Sherman anti-trust act. 


Benjamin Pepper of United Artists | 


Presented an argument in asking a 


dismissal of the action, which may | 1937 despite a pay increase has just | 


prove damaging to the plaintiff. 
Pepper declared that the Federal 
Court has jurisdiction, as the com- 
plaint alleges, only in interstate com- 
merce, but there is no _ interstate 
commerce involved. Other attorneys 
who spoke were Joseph Caskey for 


all the other defendants except 
Randforce, who was defended by G. 
C. Young. 

Briefs must be submitted by 


Thursday (3) and Judge Hulbert 


Promised a decision by the end cf 
the week. 


Anti-trust action of Mobeel Enter- 


yesterday (Tues.) when RKO filed a/| 
notice of appearance. 

No details of the action are avail- 
able, but it was 
complaint alleges illegal protection | 
and preference, given to the 
College theatre (Century) built 
about a year ago. Both are subse- 
quent run houses. 

| 





IA Ultimatum 
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‘ 


that will be acceptable to the SAG. | 
Meeting of two groups is expected to 
be called last of this week to see if; 
amicable agreement can be reached 
on demands of the SAG that all free- | 
lance contracts be made to conform 
with SAG standard contract. 


SAG Walks on CLC 


was no longer connected with the 
national organization. 


Council meeting had hardly con- | 


zation was no longer connected with | 
the AFL. Motion was put to a vote 


take no action pending word from 
the AFL. The SAG 
nine delegates, but only representa- 
tives present in addition to Somer- 
set were Pedro de Cordoba, Bill 
Henry, Walter Abel and Bob Ells- 
worth. 


AFA was represented by Murray 
Lane, John Johnson, Slade .Taylor, 
Jack W. Kraemer and Rex Faulkner. 

Producers have approved a five- 
year agreement with the Scenic Ar- 
tists Association, Inc., calling for 
substantial wage tilts for workers 
and 


lifted from $1.50 an hour to $1.75. 
Minimum of foremen is fixed at $3 
hour. Apprentices will receive mini- 
mum of 85c an hour the first year, 
with yearly increases until minimum 
reaches $1.50 hour, 


Agreement Hits Snag 


| $7.50. 


}and MPPDA shudder, 
, remotely resembling it was offered | 
| the biz in general. 


SAG delegates to the Central La- | teries, 
bor Council walked out of Council) they’re master minds and like to 
meeting when that organization re-; solve something. Features of comic! 
fused to unseat delegates from the vein are also favored, because they 
AFA, J. W. Buzzell, executive sec- | like to laugh. Band and vaude shorts 
retary of the Council, explained no! are good, and they like westerns if 
such action could be taken until they’re in the realm of possibility. 
word was received from the Ameri- | Romances, 
can Federation of Labor that AFA never booked, because love life be-| 


is entitied to | 








New agreement with scenic artists 


Motion Picture Painters Local 644 | 





tists were discriminated 
Herbert Sorrell, business representa- 


| tive of 644, notified Pat Casey, pro- | 


ducer labor contact, that a walkout | 
will be ordered if any scenic artist | 
is taken off the job because of fail- 
ure to have an Association card. 
Hal Roach and 20th-Fox are latest | 
signatories to Basic Agreement with | 
the Screen Set Designers. This 
makes a total of seven majors who 
have signed and designers are now 
planning a campaign to bring the 
independent field into the fold. 
Efforts will be made this week to 
iron tiff between the producers and 
the Society of Motion Picture Film | 
Editors over claim of latter organi- | 
zation that certain studios are not 
complying with new agreement. Edi- | 
tors claim contract calls for classi- 
fication of certain top assistant cut- 
ters as re-recording editors, with in- 
crease in pay from $1.10 an hour to 
| $70 for 54-hour week, 
Survey disclosing that Studio 
| Painters earned less in 1938 than in | 





| been completed by the Pacific Coast 
Bureau. Details of survey made} 
| under the supervision of Attorney | 
| George Bodle will be considered by 
'Studio Painters at 
| meeting this week. Figures will be 
|used in demanding pay increase | 
| from producers. | 
Lew C. G. Blix, former business | 

| 


membership | 


| representative of Studio Technicians 
/ Local 37, and William Cullen, for- 
| mer head of the Studio Painters 
have taken the Federal examination | 


immediately hit a snag when the| fray.’ 


threatened to order a strike of studio | pre-re 
| painters if any Local 644 scenic ar-| 


; cons 


| summer 


| battle 
| being shortened by Ralph Goldberg, 


i aiorm 
| every 
|exhibs to tell 


Rachman 





(Continued from page 1) 


by two auto thieves, a lifer com- 
muted from the chair, two bank 
robbers and two forgers. One of his 
n-instrel shows had a chorus made 
up of murderers and those ticketed 
for incest. Most shows starred 





prisoner, a colored former circus 
strong man (427 pounds), who has 
played everything from Cupid on up. | 


| Mearly broke the prison fund buy-| 
learned that the | ing 35 yards of gauze to drape him. 


Films are Rachman’s forte, how- | 


New ‘ever, and he loves to set pictures 
,and yank them under the no-con-| 
| test prison rules. 
| envy his buying methods, because he 


Outside exhibs) 


'acts under state law and appropria- | 


tion in his ouying. He makes no per- | 
centage deals, and buys every pic- 
ture, no matter how big, flat—at| 
Makes no difference if it’s a| 
knockout or a cluck. His cancella- 
tion clause, a state law, is br ad and 
he car drop any film with no argu- 
ments, using either the moral or 
crime terms of his state contract, 
which may be spread broadly. It’s 
one which would make Will Hays) 
if anything | 


Most popular films are the mys-' 
because all the boys feel 


major or minor, are 


ing denied the lads, they don’t want. 


to think about it. 


Best received flicks have been 


vened before Pat Somerset head of , ‘Dodge City,’ ‘Boys Town,’ ‘Mutiny 
SAG delegation, asked that seats be, On the Bounty,’ ‘Thin Man,’ ‘Can't 
refused to AFA representatives. He | Take It With You,’ and the ‘Hardys.’ 
explained that thes charter of AFA! Gang went for the Father Flanagan 
had been lifted and that the organi-| story in a big 


way, because one 
scene was supposed to have taken} 


|'place in the warden’s office at the 
and Council voted unanimously to} 


Neb. pen, which gave it the home- 
town touch. 
panied by two newsreels, because 
everybody wants to know what’s go- 
ing on ‘outside.’ 


Two most unpopular films ever | 
played, Rachman says, were ‘Babes | 


in Toyland’ and ‘Hearts Divided.’ 
Three-fourths of the audience became 
casualties to stomach ache, head- 
aches, nausea, and other ailments as 
excuses to get back to their cells. 
Respect the Law ° 
In Rachman’s theatre every usher 


|}packs a gat, which is not loaded 
improved working conditions. | 
Minimum pay of scenic artists is | 


for bear. He has a 
made to keep order. 


list of rules, 
They are: 


‘Keep the guy quiet next to you.’| division and is stationed under Rick | 


‘Do not boo, if the law 


gets the| 
upper hand.’ 


‘Do not applaud if a cop gets 
shot.’ | 
‘You may laugh if a cop slips, 


falls, or misses his target more than 
three times in a row in a shooting 


Rachman books most of the films 
lease, so the constant stream 
of newcomers will not be plagued 


against. | by having seen the films on the out- 


side. 

Radio is the best tipper for the 
in picking their likes in en-| 
tertainment. Religious tuning is 


| made to Fidler and Fisher’s Holly- 
| wood broadcasts. 


Newspaper thea- 
tres pages are scanned closely, and 
chatterers read avidly. Incidentally, 
the boys go the least for Louella 
Parsons, who is too gushy for 
‘em to take. 

Radio does not run in 
to his biz, says Rachman, 
on the outside, but he has 
complaints 


competish 
as it does 
the other 


-softball and 


baseball, both of which catch prison- 
er fancy. 
His audience is super-critical 


+ 


combing a feature for faults 


With his good time, Rachman 


| hopes to gain his liberty in Novem- 


ber, 1941. He came up once before 
the parole board, but a determined 
was staged against his time 
of the two 


surviving brother 


he killed, 

Rachman’s favorite story concerns 
a letter he received not long ago, 

f nessage, sent by Columbia to 
user of Col pics. It asked 
what methods they 
used to sell Col pictures. 

He wrote back: 

‘When the film arrives, I tell the 
warden. He rings the bell, I yell 
Columbia pictures, and the house 


men 


| is full.’ 


Rachman is the world’s lowest 


| for appointment as administrator of | salaried theatre manager, drawing 


wage and hours. 


|} $24 annually, 


| Samuel Finestone. 


|; cus Hook. 


Every film is accom- | 


| saken 
|Mrs. is a 


Fays, Philadelphia, Vaudfilm Again: 


—a 


Theatres-Exchanges Shift Staffs 





Philadelphia, Aug. 1. , 

Fays theatre will reopen end of 
August or thereabouts with its for- | 
mer policy of vaude units when | 
available, individual acts otherwise, | 
Sid Stanley, manager, said last week. | 
New theatre in the Castor road | 
section of Philly being erected by 


Karlton, midtown Warner house, 
being renovated. 

Harry Fried given up all interest | 
in the Lawndale except ownership | 
of the building. Henry Friedman | 
now operating. 

William Goldman allowed his op- 
tion to drop on the Spielmont, Mar- 
No decision yet as to 
who will take it over when present 
lease by Harry Dembow expires in 
October, 

Bill Morgan, assistant manager of 
WB Grand, Vineland, N. J., upped to 
manager of Globe, same town. Char- 
ley Crowley, former manager of 
Globe, will pilot new State, Chester, 
Pa. 

Warner circuit in Atlantic City has 
upped Lawrence Peterson, assistant | 
at Warner and Stanley during past 
two years, to manager of Virginia. 
James Ricci shifted from assistant at 
Colonial to same post at Warner, and 
William Thompson promoted from 
doorman to asistant manager of Vir- 
ginia. Charles Bergman moves from 
assistant at Virginia to assistant at 
Colonial. Changes were made to fill 
vacancies caused by shift of Edwin 
Maillard from manager of Stanley 
to manager of Warner, and Frank 
Zehringer from manager of the Vir- 
ginia to same post at the Stanley. 

Stanley Given, son of Herb Given, 
Grand National exec, new ad sales 
clerk at Paramount exchange here. 

Negotiations practically complete 
for Wilmer & Vincent to take over 
auditorium of the Mount Penn Bor- 





| out of court. 


Chester and Paul, has been settled 
Terms of the compro- 
mise were withheld by attorneys. 
Supreme Court Justice John Van 
Voorhis signed an order discontinu- 
ing the litigation. 

The estate of Kate C. Curtis, Inc, 
alleged that the Fenyvessys con- 
spired to prevent leasine the theatre 
to Schine interests in April, 1938, 
and later when a corporation con- 
trolled by the Fenyvessys abandoned 
a leuse on the theatre, certain equip- 
ment was taken from the house and 
converted to their own use by the 
former operators. 

Last May the Appellate Division 
affirmed an order of Justice John C. 
Wheeler, refusing to dismiss the 
complaint. 

The Strand is now leased to the 
H. G. Carroll Corp. 





Gibralter Adds Another 


Denver, Aug. 1. 

Gibralter added the Midwest the- 
atre at Midwest, Wyo., to its string. 
House, now closed for repairs, will 
be operated by Ed Schulte group 
through Casper, Wyo. 

New theatre at Green Mouwntain 
dam, U. S. project, being opened by 
the WEM Amus. Co., to be called the 
Green Mountain theatre. 

The Manzanola, Manzanola, Colo., 
now being managed by Leo Mc- 
Namara. House owned by Mrs. 
Pearl Gayton. 

Ed Safier been named manager of 
Grand National exchange in Denver, 
succeeding Glen Gregory, resigned. 
Safier’s brother, Morris, is western 
sales manager for GN. 

Following a ruling by the state 
supreme court on the service tax of 
2% On amusements in which they 
declared the law _ constitutional, 
Everett Cole, mayor of Alamosa, 





ough (Reading, Pa.) fire company. 
Lease will be for 10 years, with W. 


& V. to reconstruct the building into | 


a first-class film house. 

Mark Rubinsky has taken over 
Dallas, Dallastown, Pa. 

Opening of the New Jewel, Philly, 
recently taken over by the Borow- 
sky Bros., postponed until Septem- 
ber. 


| Waverly, Drexel Hill, Pa., has 
|taken advantage of resentment 


against recently installed parking 
| ing a 1,000-car parking lot next to 
the house. 

| New 600-seat house in Pennsgrove, 
|N. J., for Atlantic circuit planned. 


Montee Vice Morehead 
Lincoln, Aug. 1. 
B. M. Montee, formerly with Fox 
| Midwest in Chanute, Kas., moved in 
as city manager at Beatrice, Neb. 


| Replaces Charles Morehead who was | 


| shipped to the Fox Rocky Mountain 


Ricketson, at Ft. Collins, Colo. 
Dick Lysinger, new owner of the 


|Grand, Ravenna, Neb., has assumed | 
He recently purchased | 


operation. 
the house from Bill Youngclaus of | 
Grand Island, Neb. Lysinger also | 
has the Ansley, Ansley, Neb. 

George Hall, owner-manager of | 
Rosebowl, Franklin, Neb., has for-| 
bachelorhood and the new 
former school teacher. 
Hall, a former sheriff, has been pres- 
ident of the chamber of commerce. 

Ike Rubin, Par film peddler who | 
makes this territory, fully recov- 
ered from a nose and throat opera- 
tion. 

Eddie Forester, house manager | 
with the Nebraska end of A. H.|! 
Blank’s Tri-State Theatres, has had 
another story accepted by Liberty. | 

Frank Gillette, Sr., father of the 
Varsity operator, Lincoln, was killed 
in a car crash. Mrs. Gillette was 
badly injured. 





Majestic, Col., Reopens 
Columbus, Aug. 1 

Majestic, dark for the past 
months, reopens next week as 
a subsequent run_ double-feature 
grind house. RKO operated the 1,- 
000-seater for past several years, but 
relinguished it to the High St. Thea- 


The 


two 


tre Corp. Mauri White, who is as- 
sociated with the Ike Libson chain 
in Cincinnati, is president of tl 


corporation, 

W. Clifford Bozman, manager of 
the Majestic under RKO, will con- 
tinue at that post. He had been 
serving as relief manager at the 
RKO Uptown, Detroit, resigning on 
Saturday. The house will have a 
10-15-20c. scale. 

Chet Miller, broker for the Ches- 


brough circuit, planning to reopen 
the East Columbus theatre. 
The Strand, Frazeyburg, folded 


last week. 

Gene Godding planning new house 
in Williamsport ready by Sept. 1. 
Remodeling a building which for- 
merly housed a drugstore, and prior | 


| to that in the silent days was a the- | 


atre, - John Royal of Chillicothe is 
to help with bookings. 





Fenyvessys Settle | 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 1. 


Suit for $42,337 instituted by the 
mwwner of the Strand theatre against 
Albert A. Fenyvessy and two: 


meters to create good will by open- | 


Colo., and operator of theatres and 


| dance halls there, dropped his suit 


| against the tax. He had not paid the 
| tax since the law went into effect in 
| May, 1937, so after the ruling he 
| paid $3,418.78 at the office of the 
| state treasurer for unpaid tax. 
| Fox has closed the Kit Carson, La 
Junta, Colo., indefinitely, and re- 
| opened Rialto, Walsenburg, Colo., 
| two days a week. 
| J.C. Parker, Dalhart, Tex., oper- 
| ator, bought the Cover and U. S. A. 
| theatres, Fort Morgan, Colo., from 
| John Anderson, 





Dascalos Back in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 

Steve Dascalos, former local ex- 
hibitor, returns to action shortly 
when he takes over the Lando the- 
atre. House was operated success- 
| fully by Harry Hendel and Nathan 
| Rosen before they opened the New 
| Granada in the same district and of 
late has been run by the owner, Wil- 
liam Lando,’ with occasional Jewish 
stock and pix. It’s been dark for a 
| long time, however. Dascalos, who 
| used to operate houses in Wilkins- 
burg and Rankin, has taken over a 
long-term lease on the Lando and 
will reopen it next month after ex- 
tensive remodeling. 

Melvin Mann has just been ap- 
pointed to the RKO booking post 
vacated recently by the resignation 
of Bill Twig. Mann was promoted 
from shipping department and his 
place there will be taken by Earl 
Friedman, newcomer. 





| 





Hit Mgr., Fined $25 

Milwaukee, Aug. 1. 
Leo Bash, wko struck Sylvester F. 
Schernick, manager of the Elite, 
Appleton, when the latter requested 
him to remove his feet from another 
seat in the theatre, was fined $25 and 
costs last week in municipal court 

on charges of assault and battery. 


Sam Bennett’s Berth 
Fort Worth, Aug. 1 


Sam H. Bennett appointed man- 
aging director of the new Lone Star 
chain by Harold Hough, Tilford 


Jones and O. L. Taylor, the top 


execs, 
Lunsford’s Berth 
Clovis, N. M., Aug. 1. 
Raymond Lunsford recently ap- 
pointed manager of the Griffith- 
Hardwick Starr, Hereford, Texas, 
Lunsford, former manager of con- 


fectionary store in Clovis, is son-in- 
law of Hardwick, who has interest 
in a number of Griffith theatres in 


this section. 


Milberg’s New One 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 1. 
Samuel Milberg, former Republie 
salesman and part owner of the 
Family, Watervliet, leased the Ritz 
in Scotia. He will reopen it in Sep- 
tember after redecorating inside and 


outside. 
Kaplan’s Mission 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1 
Louis Kaplan took over Mission, 
Solvang, Cal., fromry Knutson & Neile- 


son, 

Richard Lemmucci running an 
open-air filmery at Arvin, while new 
heatre being built to replace one 

1 by fire. 


ae 
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$H Mid-Summer Business! 


- Young people...thousands and 
thousands of them...standing 
hour after hour in this two- 
way line that stretched ali 
the way from Sixth Avenue to 
Rockefeller Plaza and back 
again! First three days biggest 
hot-weather business of year 
with ticket-sales stopped ... 
lobbies iammed .. . crowds 
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DELAY COMPROMISE’ BILL ON COPYRIGHT;|, Chain Income from Time Sales 
RADIO INDUSTRY BALKS AT CLAUSES 1939 1938 1937 1936 
P January eossewesesee $4,033 900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 
7 February eeo.cseccece 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
° © . eae : March ccccccscccccee 4,170,856 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
Book Publishers, Motion Pictures, Printing Trades Off-Duty Gabbing Seem turewwsseeee BA 6=— a. 836m) | Set oee 
4 > — a May Oeeeeeeresesere 3,702,102 3,414,200 3,214,819 2,561,720 
Had Been Willing to Accept—State Department Little Rock, Ark., Aug. 1. JUNC seccecserceecee 3,382.404 3,200,569 3,003,287 ©. 2.323.456 
Chafes at Many Postponements In connection with the Colo- JULY cesceeseseceeee 3,283,555 2,958,710 —-2,707,450 2,429,983 
nial Baking Co. sponsorship of — 
Little Rock Travelers Baseball Total ceccceceess- $20,882,492 $23,982,384 $22,655,457 $18,491,085 
Washington, Aug. 1. | age awards, although it has been un- Games, Benny Craig, a a 
Further overhauling of the ‘com-| derstood most of the radio industry,} Sports announcer, has been ye CBS 
promise’ bill to bring the copyright | notably the networks, were agree- — the oe — a 1939 1938 1937 1936 
laws up to date is due during the re- able to the new formula for punish- | CNVGTs, iene ig hit with ero. | January ..........., $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
cess of Congress, with the long-| ing | infringers. Compromise Sel) Co’ymen who are for the most February ....ssse05 2,541,542 2,680,334 2,264,317 1,909,146 
pending International Copyright) Would lower the $250 penalty to $150 aa baseball dank eat whe Ge March eeesssessesee 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
Convention shelved until the 1940/ in the case of unauthorized perform-| Part 1ki ‘er the sport with ADTil secceseseseeees 2,854,026 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 
session of Congress, In the face of , ances of music, limiting the liability | Zy - Alin over 4 May cececccccceceee 3,063,329 2.442283 2,560,558 1.749517 
State Department pressure, senate | for a network on any single infringe- Atte te 6 veibien Colt JUNG seceeesseeeeee 2,860,184 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,763 
leaders last week agreed to defer Ment to $2,000. _| mial uniform, announcer will JULY seceosseceeeree 2,311,953 1,367,357 «1,988,412 1,292,775 
consideration of the Rome conven-| In its long discussion and analysis continue to ride the trucks -_——- — 
tion again, pending another effort to | of the bill, the NAB has found fault] thoughout the baseball season. oo rererre . $19,264,926 $16,949,912 $16,791,677 $12,478,550 
revise the U. S. statute. At the same} with several points in this part of | . a silane 
time, leaders of the movement to! the proposed legislation. | ; 7 7 MUTUAL 
enact a ‘modern’ law laid plans for! Comparing the suggested measure ] 500 Kids in Radio 3939 1938 1937 
hearings, probably in both the house with the present act, the trade body. 4)» JANUATY .....cccccccccccee $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 
and senate, early in January with} complained: ' Club Held Sat A M ° February ...... sviaees eee 276,605 253,250 231,286 
a 7 ee ap Oe ‘The proposed bill, however, slime fn .- OO See 232,877 247,421 
next March, , makes the $150 minimum manda- he FOS. 189,545 200,134 
Objections of the radio industry to tory for each performance, whether Population 12,500 May a eee Sd 234°764 194,201 154,633 
various gener = ore bgp toms initial or subsequent, so that = cee | 202,412 117.388 
measure have infuriated numerous! there were 25 performances of the - 1. ND ie eee ee 167,108 84,362 
other groups who felt the path was same work by the same broadcast- Bi Pn Reeth cca a has d Pen Des es 
clear for speedy consideration of| ing station, under the proposed bill | .1:.i% oq a club membership of 1,500 Total .scccessecceses+- $1,840,818 $1,509,287 $1,100,381 
badly-needed legislation. According! the minimum which the court ane t lig thi own of 12.500 
to information given members of; could grant would be $3,750 instead Ai ors — eh A i Mr is | 
Congress, the bulk of the radio in-| of $250 as under the act of 1909, | POPUlation. a ou +4 


dustry was satisfied and ready to go 
along, but within the past couple 
of weeks strong objections have been 
made, with NAB submitting a 17- 
page statement listing provisions 
deemed unfair and unworkable. 


Next Steps 

The preswt plan, is to refer the 
measure to various interested Fed- ' 
eral agencies—the Library of Con- 
Justice Department, State 
Department, etc.—in the hope they 
can straighten out some of the chief | 
difficulties before Congress comes | 
back in January. Then it is hoped | 
Patents Committees in both branch- | 
es can hold quick hearings, getting | 
the legislation on the floor before 
congestion occurs. 

As things stand, the bill on the} 
whole is acceptable to everybody | 





gress, 








‘Obviously this is not a reduction, 
but an unwarranted increase of an 
already onerous penalty...’ 


Changes in the clauses covering 
assignment of copyright are equally | 
distasteful to NAB. Pointing par- 
ticularly to the idea of permitting 
oral assignment, the broadcasters 
said it would be difficult in many ; 
situations to trace the chain of title. ! 
Although a written license is ob-| 
tained, the performing rights society 
often cannot indemnify the broad- 
caster. 





Automatic Copyright 


Automatic copyright of spoken! 
words is another phase which drew 
fire. Particularly in the case of 
speeches, stations would be liable to | 
suit by numerous individuals whose | 
words were quoted by other micro- 


ED EAST IN THEATRES 






































held every Saturday morning at) OPERA DILUTED 

local theatre and is cooperatively | 

sponsored by Piggly Wiggly, Dr. Union Oil Hears Mario Chamlee 

Pepper and Costley’s Bakers, who} Sing-Talk Opera 

also give prizes in contests conduct- 

ed for benefit of members. 
Program is in the form of an ama-} 

teur hour. 








Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Mario Chamlee is auditioning ‘Car- 
men’ for new Union Oil-CBS airer. 
John Slott is scripting prospective 
opera series which would stress dra- 
matic reading of lines instead of pure 
singing except in the heavy arias. 


FOR CEL-RAY STUNT) tse 2» thomas Peto’ “orches 


Carl Stanton of Lord & Thomas 


- 'is producing audition during his 

Ed East, m.c. of the Cel-Ray Spon-' summer layoff from Bob Hope show, 
sored ‘Name It and Take It’ program which resumes Sept. 26 
on the NBC-Blue Friday afternoons, | : is oe, 

will be sent through 40 theatres in| 

the New York area doing duplica- 

tions of his broadcast. Set to start 








Felix Adams to KMBC 





CBS 697, UP: NBC 
“MBS ALSO 
TIPPY 


The story of network radio as ioid 
in monthly chapters by the gross 
billings of NBC, CBS and Mutual 
continues to be bullish reading. July 
was 11% ahead of 1938 for the two 
NBC loops, red and blue, considered 





A 7 at d th as one, (Blue will be percentaged 
but radio, although none of the! phonists. Difficulty could be ex- | ug. fa | unnamed theatre. separately after October of this 
other parties are thoroughly happy.| pected with regard to the interpo-| East will cover eight theatres! ee ata ale “ra * The 

The book publishers, printing | lation of masters of ceremonies and| Weekly, working only Monday to} ansas City, Aug. I. | year.) Columbia is likewise enjoying 


trades, film industry, and American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers are represented as will-| 
ing to go along, but as having made | 
all the concessions they can be ex- | 
pected to make. If broadcasters were | 
Satisfied, the road would be smooth. | 

The treaty angle is important. 
Though many groups have protested | 
subscribing to the International Con- | 
vention until the law is revised, the 
State Department is insistent upon 
ratification. Only a promise to ex- 
pedite legislation next year blocked 
a vote in the senate this season. | 
Despite conflicts with the present | 
law, polls indicated the pact would | 
have been approved by a substan- 
tial margin. 

With ratification of the Conven-| 
tion only a question of time, | 
ized labor, for one, is especially 
anxious to have protection against | 
imports and sore because NAB and|! 
the chains, after indicating they | 
were ready to subscribe to the com- 
promise bill, have balked at the last 





orchestra leaders. 

The position of the broadcasters is | 
much the same as on the bill re- 
cently offered by Senator Burton K. 
Wheeler providing for clearance at; 
the source. Chains particularly 
want to have ‘performance’ clarified 
so that no matter how many out- 
lets air a particular number at the 
same time there is only one possibil- 
ity of infringement. 

With Congress passing the buck 
until next year, attention in the im- 
mediate future will be centered on 
the Justice Department. While At- 
torney General Murphy Thursday 
(27) disclaimed all knowledge—de- 








Thursday and doing two shows daily. | Felix Adams today joined Arthur 
Cel-Ray also sponsors Benay Venuta,| Church’s KMBC here as program 


prosperity and Mutual exults in it 





whee WOE, ©. ¥, erence i dens! director, He comes from WLW, Cin- | 15th consecutive month of improve- 
from the stage of the Brooklyn Para-| cinnati, where he produced the Ren-| ment over the same month a year 
| 
f 


mount theatre each Monday. 


ro Valley Barn dance 
= and other WLW originations. 


ams has bee . at- | 
spite apparently authoritative re-| Adams has been with WLW, lat-| 


ports he had issued instructions to go 
ahead—revival of the Federal suit 
against ASCAP was in _ progress. 
Four years of inactivity has ended 
with appointment of Robert M. 
Cooper, special assistant to the At- 
torney General, to bring the dust- 
covered records up to date in antici-| for the new Gulf Screen Guild show. | 


pation of move to resume trial in Airer returns to the lanes in the | 
October. fall. 


the program director, 
with two brief absences. 


since 1931 


nin | 





Paswell’s Guilder | 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Charles Paswell is writing scripts 








Census, By Present Plan, Will ‘Sample’ 


a aliens een } 


| 
} 
} 


| terly as assistant to Owen Vinson, | g9% 


program} back. July is 29.6% over 1938's like 


period, for example. Columbia’s as- 
cent into the stratosphere represents 
above July of last year, or 
nearly $1,000,000 more, The sevene- 
month spurt is 13.7%. 

NBC for the seven-month period 
of this year is 7.9% ahead of 1938 
with a tally of $25,882,492 compared 
to $23,982,384. This is achieved by 
the red accounts counting up to 
$2,601,696 and the blue accounts to 


$681,859, 


Bea Wain to Luckies 


Bea Wain replaces Kay Lorraine 
on the Lucky Strike Hit Parade, 





but Not Fully Check Set Ownership site ts, Sie Pats 


| It’s the second change in the pro- 


{ 
gram in two weeks, Merry Macs 
minute, Although it has many foes, | Washington, Aug. 1. | revision when reports from the field! coup'’e of years, particularly during Quartet replacing Raymond Scott's 
the performing rights  society| Inter-industry feud seems likely to, tests come in—is to ask only every the wrangle over clecr channels; Quintet this Saturday (5). Frank 


(ASCAP) also has some strategic- 


} 


prevent a complete count of the na- 


tenth family ‘Does this household 


Cooper of Rockwell set Miss Wain 


waar ; Contention of the 50 kw operators, 0 
ally-placed friends, who in past |tion’s radio receivers — a check have a radio set.’ By figuring the that their service should not be in- Singer does a guest on the RCA 
years have been able to filibuster’ which many statisticians and the averages, the Census Bureau experts terfered with for fear Magic Key Aug. 14. She’s been fili- 


or otherwise head off any measures 
which displeased Tin Pan Alley. 
The same is true now, although to 
a lesser extent, so that if ASCAP 
wants the compromise measure and 
the printing trades, publishers, and 
other groups string along fast action 
Is 1Kely, 
War of Memoranda 


What is deemed a State Depart- | 


ment move to bring about acceptance 
of the Treaty without further delay, 
has just come to view. A Senate 
document, sponsored by Senator Carl 
Hayden (Democrat) of Arizona, con- 
taining ‘memoranda regarding prob- 
able effects on the printing industry of 
adoption of the copyright conven- 
tion,’ was circulated last week in the 
hope of breaking the deadlock be- 
fore adjournment. Although author- 
ship was not disclosed, the arguments 
were attributed to the diplomats. 
Many factual errors have been dis- 
covered, while the entire document 
is filled with suppositions and con- 
jectures. Designed as an answer to 
another unidentified memo express- 


FCC feel to be imperative to throw 
light on the potential audience. 
Latest plans of the Census Bureau| 
for the 1940 decennial nose-count are 
to take nothing more than samples 
and then estimate the total sets in 
use, 

| Idea of testing here and there and 
| projecting an over-all figure was re- 
vealed Thursday (27) in announce- 
ment about the trial canvass to be, 
| made in two Indiana counties, Mar-!| 
| shail and St. Joseph. (Only import-! 
| ant city in either is South Bend, col-| 
| lege town.) 

| Disregarding pleas from several: 
| sources, the Commerce Department 
| executives have decided against find- | 
| ing out which households have re-| 
| ceivers, how many, and how much 
| they are used. In acdition to the 
| which wants comprehensive’ 


Fou, 





then will conjecture the whole num- 
ber of receivers in the country. 
Fear? 
Disagreement within the radio in- 


dustry, plus enthusiasm of the Com-| 
; merce Department 


the sampling method, is held respon- 
sible for failure to ask every indi- 
vidual about his radio habits. While 
most of the broaccasters would 


relish a thorough report, some fac-!| 


tions who have made out elaborate 
surveys and doped out the probable 
audience, fear their figures would be 
discredited. If they can be converted 
or shown a face-saver, it still may 
be possible to sell the Census Bureau 
on the idea, particularly since it is 
unlikely another opportunity will be 
presented until th: 1950 bell-ringing. 

As it stands, the industry and the 


figures for guidance in framing allo-| FCC rely on guesses. Stations’ audi-| 
ba : ° ° ° } ° | ° 
| cation formulas and in acting on in-| ence figures are based on various Department that the radio set ques- 


technicians for 


of hurting 
scads of dialers in the sticks, could 
not be measured with accuracy be- 
cause there was no reliable numeri- 
cal yardstick. 


7 


Army’s Motive 
Sampling method may be satisfac- 
tory under some conditions, statisti- 
cians agree, but in regard to radio it 


is deficient beyond doubt. The Army, | 


for instance, wants to know as 


, viduals could receive mobilization 


warnings and so forth. In metropol-! 


itan areas, particularly since resi- 
dents of different 


economic class, a check of every 10th 
home might produce useful results. 
But in the villages and rural sectors 
the conclusions are liable to be very 
misleading, 


Effort to convince the Commerce 


| dividual applications, the NAB,!| counts—those of the networks, pri-| tion should go on every blank is 


Radio Manufacturers 
and Army wished to have a thorough | 


larly estimates of the Joint Commit- 


ing reasons why the pact should not| check made, particularly since it| tee on Radio Research—while the 


be ratified. 
The broadcasters have renewed 


Association,! vate statistical groups, and particu-' continuing. Likely the FCC will ad- 


_dress another formal request to Sec- 


would be so costly to conduct a sep-| Commish relies on totals offered by| T°t@7Y Hopkins and may even enlist 


| arate study. 


closely as possible how many indi-'! 


neighborhoods | 
tend to be more or less of the same } 





ing such guesters and making the- 
atre appearances since dropping out 
as vocalist with the Larry Clinton 
orchestra, 


Pasternak May Pinch-Hit 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Josef Pasternak is likely to be 
signed by Carnation for a minimum 
of three broadcasts as summer guest 
conductor, through Erwin-Wasey 
agency. 
Marek Weber regular maestro. 





Sam Fuller to Y&R 


Young & Rubicam has added 
Samuel Fuller to its radio production 
staff in New York. 

He’s from WLW, Kastor, KDKA 


| and a hot piano. 





John Kettlewell at Seeds 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 
John Kettlewell, former station 
repper, has joined the Russel M. 
Seeds agency. 


- Ait Bnocnstin te 


| the industry. Need for exact info, the support of the White House. 


; ; Officially tagged as new biz con- 
Present program—still subject to has been demonstrated in the past, Outlook is discouraging, however. 


their attack against minimum dam-'! ' tact. 
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ADMEN’S PET ADJECTIVE 





Favored 


Words 


Synonyms most used in adve ruising copy on sponsored radio pro-| 


grams, as re vealed by VARIETY’ 
programs, | 


CONVENIENT 
(Or no trouble) 


HEALTHFUL 


(Or good for 
you) 

Attractive 
Brilliant 
Beautiful 
Cool 
Clean 
Correct 
Creamy 
Clear 
Cooling 
Cleaner 
Delicious 
Delightful 
Delicate 
Exhilirating 
Easily-Digested 
Fair 
Fluffy 
Flaky 
Fragrant 
Good 
Golden 
Gentle 
Good-Looking 
Healthy 
Healthier 
High (as High- 

Vitality ) 
Harmless 
Ideal 
Kind 
Lovely 
Mild 
Mellow 
Natural 
Normal 
Pleasing 
Perfect 
Pleasant 
Pure 
Prominent 
Radiant 
Real (as Real, 

Old-Fashioned ) 
Smooth 
Soothing 
Sparkling 
Sounder 
Soft 
Softer 
Smoother 
Tender 
Tingling 
Thrilling 
Ve Ivety 
Winning 
Well-Groomed 
Wholesome 
White 
Young 


Senator Settles 


Daily 

Easy 

Faster 

Fast-Acting 

Light 

Modern 

New 

Quick-Acting 
Ready-Mixed 

Ready 

Speedy 

Safe 


s check last week of 15 commercial | 
listed below in porto under the key descriptive word: 


——— © 


CHECK OF 6 
PEGG 4 b 


ry 








VALUABLE UGLY eas 
(Or a bi (Or use us and 
isin avoid this) Tendency to Dullness and 

Amazing Disagieeable Monotony in Commercials, 
— as May Be Due to Emphasis 
Best Grimy Upon Adjectives — An- 
A satel 4 nouncers Hammer Certain 
Brighter Lazy Words 
Brisk Rough a 
Careful — 
Choice ow 
caalee Tired SLUR OTHERS 
Different Unsightly meen 
Economical Ugly ae , 
Extra-Exclusive Advertising agency writers as- 
Finest signed the job of composing the 
Fine commercial messages broadcast on 
Full-Bodied the big network radio programs ap- 
Favorite pear to most use four basic descrip- 
Fresh tive word, healthful, convenient, 
Firmer valuable, ugly, together with syn- 
Genuine onyms thereof. These words are 
Giant the ones persistently hammered as 
Husky read over the air. To them an- 
Imported nouncers give their greatest vocal 
Inexpensive oomph. Compared to them no noun, 
Large even the name of the sponsor or the 
Largest product, gets similar emphasis. 
More These conclusions are VARIETY’s 
Marvelous and are based on a careful check 
No. 1 made last week of 15 commercial 
Plenty programs, daytime and nighttime. 
Popular-Priced After the huddle with the loud- 


Powerful 
Plump 
Rich 
Extra-Rich 
Richest 
Reliable 
Regular 
Special 
Strong 
Thrifty 
Unique 
Unusual 
Wonderful 


for a Retraction 


Drew Pearson-Robert Allen Allegation Was Heard 


Only in East on 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 


+ 


Ralston Program 





RCA FAILS TO ENJOIN 


NBC put through a mid-program | 


censorship on the Ralston ‘Inside 


Story’ show over the blue web last | 


week when the network killed a 


+~< } y l - 
Statement made by political writers 


Drew Pearson and Robert Allen that 
an eastern senator, Millard Tydings 
of Maryland, used WPA funds to 
build a private yacht basin and road 
On his estate This 

the ai over the eastern broadcast, 
Dut was cancelled off the repeat 
show to the Coast. 

The senator involved reported 
that he had no private yacht basin in 
the first place. Both NBC and Ralston 
offered him air time to make a per- 
sonal denial of the Pearson-Allen 


report went on 


Statement but he answered that he | 
would be satisfied with a retraction | 
On the following week’s broadcast, | 


which is tonight (Tuesday). This re- 
traction will be heard only on the 
eastern NBC leg since the original 
Statement was not made over the 
repeat show to the west. 


Wythe Walker Reps 3 


Station rep Wythe Walker has the 
national sales representation for 
WJBK, Detroit; WLAW, Lawrence, 
Mass.; and WSAR, Fall River. 

R. L. Ferguson, Walker's eastern 
rep, closed the deals. 





WNEW Program Waits Awhile, 
Then Resumes Victor Platters 


WNEW, N Y.’s Make-Believe- 


B . ecorded p ram € 
sumed e use of Vi ec 
the air M lay (31) ota 1 n 
ist week d ntinued playil em 
} ] | 
rftey mn } 1¢ ) a been 1@Q 
eo) a 
i t icn at nea I the 
Lresump } that 1 enjoinae I 


| Martin Block, director of the pro- 
gram. who had been on vacation, 
put Victor's product back on the alr 
when he returned and found the in- 
junction had not been presented. 
Opinion is that RCA has established 
its point but evidently has no in- 
tention of stopping the use of its 
platters. 


—— 


White Rock on WQXR 


Three-a-week series of 15-minute 
evening waxed capsule symph pro- 
grams over WQXR, New York, 
are being bankrolled by White Rock 
Mineral Springs Co., beginning this 
week to ballyhoo White Rock water 
and ‘Q-9° a recently introduced bev- 
erage. 

ewell-Emmett is the agency. 


| ee . 
| speaker, the following points (so 
| plain that there is barely one ex- 
| ception) were evident: 
| 1. Commercial radio continuity is 
apt to be irritating because it is 
|} monotonous. 
|} 2. It is monotonous because the 
key words—the home runs of gram- 
| mar—are invariably adjectives. 
| 3. The kind of adjectives used in 
| the commercials are monotonous be- 
|} cause there are only four funda- 
| mental groups. 

Cigars or Seap 
| Whether the product happens to 
be cigars or soap flakes makes very 
little difference all told. The ad- 
| vertising copy tells the listener the 
following, almost without exception: 
| That the induces some 
kind of reaction which either directly 


product 


yr indirectly affects his health in a 


That there’s no trouble involved 
in using or buying the product. 
That it’s cheap, or has 


| 
| tf 
| beneficial manner, 


some extra 


rial 
qua f 


1, which makes it a bargain 

| That the use of it will directly or 
|indirectly stop the user from being 
la social leper because of dirty finger- 
nails, falling hair, 
deficiency in glamour, etc., etc., ad 
infinitum, 

All this is of course, done stricilv 
with adjectives. And the adjectives 
get a full charge of powder from the 
announcers, Verbs, nouns, and 

| ¢ thers paris of speech are running 
miles behind the adjectives in the 
commercial copy race 

In the accompanying chart to this 
story are listed the pet 
employed under the four key de- 


bushy eyebrows, 


synonyms 


ves iN ch sh x ip ré ( €daiy 

yhen co nerclal ¢ y | VY Ze 
I S S nclude ve 
ed e 15 pro } The onl 

€ ) eq Vere l i I 

ly to the product or iis use—for 
ince adjectives describing labe!s 

1 a packa € The fore n 
t was used in doses of from seven 


different adjectives per program to 
31 per program. 

From all the samples heard, the 
Lucky Strike-Kay Kyser show was 
the least offender. Barring the jab- 
ber of the auctioneer, the commer- 
cials were fairly straight stuff, and 
sized up as just about the best of 
the lot. Which may have something 
to do with Luckies’ current standing 
in the cigarette sales race. 

Worst, from the siandpoint of ad- 
jectives, was the Vitalis program 
Over 30 modifications of product and 
its use were uncorked, and there is 
some doubt as to whe:her all were 
noted—ihey 

Among daytime 


shows, the ‘Hill 


Top House’ prograin let go no fewer 
than 29 adjectives in 15 minutes. 
That topped ‘John’s Other Wife’ 


(also a serial) which for a while 
looked like a leader with 23. These 
totals, of course, include repeats 


oo + 


Vallee, 10-Yr. Topper, Ends Chapter: 
UUPS 





were coming that fast. 





Career Coincides with C.A.B.'s History 





BARNETT PACES LUX 


Succeeds Frank Woodruff — Harry | 
| 





Kerr Steps Up, Too 


Hollywood, Aug 1. 
S. H. Barnett has been named di- | 
rector of the Lux radi theatre when 


was formerly scripter on show with | 
George Wells and succeeds Frank | 
Woodruff, who resigned to become | 
picture director at RKO. 

Harry Kerr, publicity writer for | 
J. Walter Thompson, goes into script | 


' spot. 


| 





EACH WRITERS 


ZONE TO HAVE 
OWN V.-P. 





| Changes, 


Amendments to the Radio Writers 
Guild constitution were 


Authors League of America, the 
parent body. Will now go to the 
Guild membership for vote. 
proposed last spring by 
the Coast writing faction, call for a 
regional setup on the Guild council, 
with the New York, Chicago and 
Coast areas each electing 10 repre- 
sentatives. Board now numbers 15. 
Under the new setup, the boards 
will meet concurrently in their own 
territories There will continue to 
be a president, but each region will 
in future 
dent, 
League council last week 
sidered the _ jurisdictional 
with the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, but again refused to 
discuss its plans in the 
Understood, however, that the pre- 
liminaries of a general long-time 
campaign were mapped out. 


and ‘Hill Top House’ had plenty, | 
eight of the adjectives being rammec 
home at least twice. 
Slur Over Verbs 

Old Prof. Variety for a while fig- 
ured on puiting down the verbs, too, 
to see whether the agency boys were 
more adept at that branch of gram- 
mar. This attempt, however, was 





fouled by the announcers who 
zoomed through the verbs so fast 
there was no putting them down. 


The announcers’ whole aim in life | 
seems to get to the adjectives and 
roll them around their tongues in 
one big yum-yum. Verbs do not 
em to be in the announcers’ class 
of favorites 


By way of incidental intelligence, 


may be remarked that the adjec- 
tive ‘delicious’ gets the biggest play 
f r ency ript crew ‘Eco- 
y ind ‘easy’ are right on its 
C¢ P yly ye 1S the net- 
A } 1on’t ke to have the aud 
f e told abou phy ogical ¢ 
( ieficiencie tne nonyn I 
1c] re relatively oft-pedaled, 
Only one—‘grimy’—was used more 
than once. And ‘grimy’ referred to 


a lady’s hands, which is one part of 
a lady there’s no harm in referring 
to. 

Old Prof. Variety was also going 
to make a comparison with maga- 
zine advertising, to see if the slick 
paper gang came out any better, but 
the first blurb in the rags had 13 
offenders—with a repeat—in three 
tiny paragraphs, so it was deemed 
best to let well-enough alone, 


Kine’ s Patriotic Discs 


Jean Paul King is in New York on 
a hiatus from summer acting at the 
Wharf theatre, Provincetown, Mass. 
He’ is narrator for the ‘Pro-Ameri- 
can’ patriotic transcription series, 

Cutting 26 discs at the Federal 
Transcribed Programs Studio this 
week. 


+ 
al 


mized, 
jlatter resumes airing Sept. 11. He | 


approved | 
|last week for the council of the | 


elect its own vice-presi- | 


con- | 
dispute | 


matter. | 





Sept. 28 termination of the long 
association of Rudy Vallee and 
Standard Brands was confirmed last 
week after many rumors. Al- 
| though J. Walter Thompson sought 
to keep the probable break mini- 
it was known in the trade 


that neither side wa. happy of late. 
In a way, the parting may be con- 
sidered a milestone of the industry. 
One of the first big clicks and one 
of the longest consecutive terms of 
employment of a star by a single 
| sponsor, the saga now can be told in 
perspective in the light of the 
C. A. B. record of the period cov- 
ered. 


Although in the latter period of 
1938-39 season now closed the com- 
petitive Kate Smith hour overtook 
and passed the Vallee program, the 
actual full season average still 
favored Vallee by a fraction. Since 
Sept. 3, 1929, the Jal! -e program bill 
for radio time has been $5,351,149, 
Along the way, Vallee himself be- 
came a millionaire, one of the first 
and few performer-millionaires cre- 
ated by broadcasting. Future plans 
of Vallee personally and the Thurs- 
day 8-9 niche are pending. 

The figures below are based on 
data in the new edition of the 
VARIETY Rapio Directory which will 
shortly be on sale. They represent 
comprehensive averages, season by 
season, with adjustments weighted 
for the old and new systems of com- 
putation, Vallee’s career and C. A. B. 
figures both date from 1929. The rele 
ative ranking of the Vallee program 
in each season’s records is indicated 
in parenthesis. The story: 
| 1930-31, 26%, (2). 
| 1931-32, 16%, (4), 
| 1932-33, 16%, (7). 
| 1933-34, 22%, (6). 





1934-35, 21%, (2). 
1935-36, 22%, (3). 
1936-37, 19%, (9). 
| 1937-38, 23%, (7). 

1938-39, 20%, (9). 


— NBC FORBIDS 
SARATOGA 
BLURBS 


Schenectady, Aug. 1, 
NBC has adopted a rule prohibit- 


ing owned or leased stations from 


broadcasting commercial announce- 
ments on horse race meetings or in- 
dividual events. This the reason 
WGY does not appear on current 
schedule of transmitters airing 
dramatized plugs or other spiels for 
the Saratoga Association. The lat- 
ter first experimented with the 50.- 
000-watt 


Schenectady station 
radio medium. 


at 


as 2 


t proved so success- 


ful that other outlets were added 
- 141 7 tres aur 4 ; £ 
ailnOuUugn Wk CONLINUEd as One of 
the ether promotion’s backbones, In 
addition to straight blurbs, periods 


were taken to announce racing re- 
sults at the Spa. 

New rule, described by some ob- 
servers as left-handed—because with 
the right hand NBC reaches out in 
attempt to grab exclusives on vari- 
ous big races throughout the coun- 
try—put WGY out of 1939 picture. 
Reported that station manazement 
did not like the idea of losing the 
revenue, especially during a slow 
month like August, but orders were 
orders. WOKO and WABY, in Al- 
bany, profited by the NBC ukase. 
They air quarter-hours daily, in ad-« 
dition to spot plugs. 

CBS holds the exclusive on Sara- 
toga and other racing courses in New 
York State. This year, WMCA will 
be the New York City outlet 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, because 
WAEC is engaged for baseball 


games. 
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Wasington, Aug. 1, | 
Title of each number played in 
any program made up of separate | 
transcriptions must be shown in sta-| 
tion log or appended document un- | 
der the new FCC rules going into ef- 
fect today (Tuesday). Official in-' 
terpretation of Section 3.90 (a) (2) 
of the revised regulations—a head- 
ache particularly for small station 
—affords little leeway for the log- 
keepers. 


In response to inquiry from NAB, ! 
the Commish held Thursday (27) | 
that it will be unnecessary to list the 
name of each tune on a 15-minute 
disc prepared as a complete trans: | 
cribed program but that individual | 
entries must be made on the station 
books in the case of studio-built wax | 
programs, such as ‘Musical Clock’ 
features. 

In the case of such complete pro- | 
grams as Studebaker and Chevrolet 
entertainments, requirements will be 
complied with by making an entry 
of this kind: ‘5 to 5:15 p.m. Tran- 
scription, XYZ Musical Interlude, 
XYZ Corp.. music,’ according to 
statement by Acting Secretary Jack 
Reynolds. But more detailed info is 
needed to cover the other types of 
programs. 

Replying to NAB Counsel Andrew 
W. Bennett, the Commish spokesman 
said: 

‘Your remaining question has to do 
with the type of program in which 
individual records are played, inter- 
spersed with commercial announce- 
ments, and you ask whether an entry 
containing the name of the program 
and an indication of the commercial 
announcements made will be suf- | 
ficient, without listing separately the | 
titles of each one of the musical 
numbers played. | 

‘You are informed that the Com-| 
misison would not regard such an 
entry as incompliance with the rule, | 
although it will permit such form of | 
abbreviated entry from which the| 
name of the particular record could | 
be ascertained as broadcast stations 
may find it convenient to use. 

‘For example, 








| 


} 


it would be permis- | 


the organization and questioned the need for a_ reg 


, tion of 
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F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 
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yah frie vue. i. 

(Prodig rious work by the ICC in the last eight 
months has wiped the slate nearly clean of docket 
cases, last week showed only 54 matters 
have not been settled by decision of some sort. 
Nov. 15 and July 27, regulators 
dena 200 The files still contain 335 which 
have been heard and argued, 12 of which cannot 
ibe acted upon because of circumstances beyond 
Commish control, such as conflicts with the 
Havana Treaty and court cases banging fire. De- 
cisions in preparation in 23 other unfinished cases, 
with 19 more still unready for action because final 
stages have not been completed. ) 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Arkansas: Flip-fop of the Commish on the application of 
the Hot Springs Broadcasting Cv., Hot Springs, announced 
last week. Following consideration of a petition to reconsider 
and grant the plea, FCC decided additional information filed 
by the applicants was suilicienily convincing for an okay, 
Informed Clyde KE. Wilson and Howard A. Shuman that eon- 
struction could be started on a new sttaion to be operated on 
1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watis days 

California: (1) Plans for a new station at Marysville 
in the head by Commish proposal! to deny the 
the Yuba-Sutier Lroa:dcasters, 


Tot, 


Review 


the 


cases, 


bashed 
application of 
Rapped the financial setup of 
ional 
frequency requested by the company Evidence relating to 
the resources of the three proposed stockholders of the cor- 
poration described as ‘so confusing, vague and indetinite that 
it is impossible on this record to find that the applicant is 
financially qualified to construct and operate the proposed 
station.’ 

Yuba-Sutier group failed to 
service could not be 


establish that the proposed 
rendered by the use of « local frequency 


consistent with the Commission's present plan of allocation,’ 
instead of the 1329 ke ribbon requested. Transmitter would 
have been operated with 250 watts, using a directional 


antenna nights. 

(2) Final apvoroval given KMJ, Fresno, for a power 
from 1 to 5 kw. Station, which operates on 580) ke 
stall new equipmeni and move transmitter locally, 
the McClatchy 

Georgia: Final order 
from Liberty 


-bounce 
will in- 
Owned by 
interests, 

of WAGA 
Broad: 


Atlanta, 
asting Corp. 


granting transfer 
Broadcasting t’o., to Liberty 


approved Thursday (27). Station is operated on 1450 ke with 
500 watts nights. 1 kw days. 
Illinois: (1) Transfer of control of WAAF, Chicago, from 


the Corn Belt Ralph W 
okayed in a Commish decision with the effective 
Thursday (3). 
days only. 

(2) Final order in the matter of 
tem’s request for 
cast stations in t‘anada put th 
filed or pleas for argument following issuance of a 
finding by the Commish June 27 

(3) Order approving 
Decatur, WJIBC Bloomington ane 
(Ind.), issued Thursday (27). WJBIL. 
1310 ke and boost day power to 250 watts 
by Arthur Malcolm MeGregor and Dorothy ¢ 
Gregor, will with 
on 1200 ke with 100 watis nights 
transmitter, licensed to Banks of the 
from 13140 to 1200 ke to commodate its colleagues 

Original order was modified as follows 
iced Malcolm MeGregor and 


Dawson, et al, 
date set for 
with 1 kw, 


Publishers, Ine., to 
Transmitter operates on $20 ke 


Mutual 
transmit 


rough lust wee 


Broadeasting Syse- 
broad- 
No exceptions 
proposed 


auinority to prosrains to 


three-way application of W.JIBTL, 
WRBOW Terre Haute 
will switch from 1200 to 
W.1IBe', operated 
1arlotte Me- 
W.IBL, to unlimited 
250 watts days Indiana 
Wabash, Inc., will move 


change from snhari 


ne 


‘That the applica- 
Dorothy Charlotte 


MecGrego he granted subject to the express condition 
that St ation w JBL be licensed to operate upon the frequency 
of 1310 ke upon completion of construction as authorized in 


Docket 5°07, and the effective date of the modified license 
authorized hereunder to Station WJIBC, if and when issued, 
shail be the same date upon which Station WJBL is licensed 
to operate on 1510 ke.’ 


(4) Commish last week ga } 


ve a spin to the wheels involved 


prejudice for one applicant and 


sible to use a svstem of numbers cor- | in transfer of Ww JU. taee abo ey) the Der thar Newspapers, 
2 > | Ine a case 1 v to establish new precedent in newspaper 
responding to the names of the reC-| ownership of broadcast stations. Announced its decision to 
ords, as long as it is possible to as-| okay the application o Chak « R. Cook, transferor, for con- 
. \ } sen é fer /., sh es of i or odore Kroadcast 
certain on inquiry the names of the | sont { tran: Ngee «ig ePienllin na etinegape oct maga = _— —s 
o., Y oe censee Lo he le WSpa t cle troad ing 
records to which the key numbers | company will retain operation of the transmitter under con 
refer. Also it would be permissible | trol of Decatur Newspapers, In: which will supply needed 
- _ . : financial aid to properly run the siation.’ 
as an alternative to simply incorpo- | pn ately A AE oc Aap ne ion “eilt be an teawreree 
rate in the log by reference, with | ment over that previously rend d (‘ommish und 
copy atached, any list of continuities}! (5) New station for Herrin was confirmed in a dee ftp 
: ° throwing ou another tllinois a lication and wa thir 
prepared by the station in advance, Sarat “Prien Mere spe Girardeau, Mo latter cases 
containing the names of the records, | denied withou rejudice 
to which could be added the appro- Need ex ’ a neti Se ee 1 on 1310 
Le AR : ’ . te h 1 nig , w 4 ( nu id led 
priate time notation. | a — oO wit i Wn 
i ee ——S for WEBYQ Harrisbure l l KEVS Cape 
| nacessi u, to split up their present sharing agreement to 
® | br anch out for themselves z 
aver Ridgeway Named) |" of WG) ve sconsiteranie diminished 
| the desired switeh from 1z710 to 1310 4 were vranted, 
i i j ‘ ’ ng if ! ’ iso OV ild 
. Mi. by Carl Haymond » re¢ an okay for the new transmitter at Herrin 
Aithoush adm ng a need ex s for he operation of 
a Kk » Commish defen d its decision as making available 
| primary service to a city now without such serv » ‘while a 
Tacoma, Wash., Aug. : denial of the other two applications would not deprive those 
Thayer Ridgeway, former general | a ‘- = ee ee ee ee eee Sree 
“sa ae aa ; “ EBQ and KI'VS 
saics Manager of the Mutual-Don Lee | Commissioners ‘I AM. Craven and Norman 8S. Case dis- 
Broadcasting System, takes over to- | sented from the decision and Chairman MeNinch and Com- 
day as general manager of the Pa- missioner “Thad H Brown did not part pat lenving three 
aks B er i. commissioners to hand down the opinion 
ier . roadcasting Co. Indiana: New siation for Vincennes received preliminary 
He'll also be assistant to Carl Hay-| okay on the request of Vincennes Newspapers, Inc., for @ 
ek, pees of he S-ctetien woh a) SO oe Ee ee wise ee rock ee 
the D-I a is legally, ‘ieee and otherwise qualified to construct and 
1 -l. net. |} operate the plar ( nmish found in a proposed finding of 
iene | fact and conclu 
Mic ita am: (1) Davtime station for Pontiac. to be operated 
i with kw on 1100 k approved in a local tug-o’'-war which 
i € cael na dismissal 


Uncle Ezra’s Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Uncle Ezra (Pat Barrett) of the 
Alka-Seltzer ether show will be a/ 


top-liner in ‘Comin’ Round the Moun- | 
which William C. Thomas will | 


tain’ 
produce at Paramount, 

Fall flicker will carry list of radio 
hillbilly names. 





Arthur Church’s Telecasts 


Kansas City, Aug. 1. 


Arthur Church has applied to the | 


FCC for a television license and 


hopes to be on the air this winter | 


with some sky-pictures, Owner of 
KMBC does not plan a heavy tele- 
cast schedule but has the idea that} 
a few programs good enough to 
command 


smarter than a wider but thinner | 


service. 

Church, through a subsidiary, has | 
been interested in television for 
years. 


respect on quality are. 


ignation for further hearing of a third plea from the same 
} town Pontia B deasting to. was chosen by the Commish, 
| while George B. Siore asking 690 ke with 250 watts un- 
| limited—was turned down with prejudice because his motion 
| to dismiss the plea was filed tuo late 
King-Trendle Broadca ng Corp ilso of Pontiac, will be 
heard further on its request for operation on 1440 ke with 250 
Watts, because subsequent to the hearing on its application 


Commish rules were amended 
day (1) stations using the requested 
be permitted to go to 5 kw nights. Further hearing will be 
automatically ordered on applications involving night opera- 
tion on regional frequencies. 

(2) New transmitter for Brown City 
the Commish on grounds that use of the reque 
frequency weuld not tend 
tribution of broadcast 
Commish plan of 
| Disappointed ea 
requesting a a 


Pointed out that after Tues- 


1449 ke frequency will 


nixed by 
regional 
toward a fair ced aaiealn dis- 
facilities and would not fit in with 
allocation 

ndidate was the Thumb Broadeasting Co., 
vtime station to operate on &80 ke with 1 kw. 





Mississippi: Final order granting the applicnution ef John 

R. Pepper, Greenville, for a new station to be operated on 

310 ke with lidtewete-mttente250 watts d¥ys, adopted 
rhursday (27) by the Commish 

| New York: Proposal to grant request of Niagara Falls 

| Gazette Publishing Co.. Niagara Falls, released Thursday 

| (27) by the Fcc. Local service is needed in the locality of 


Ning ira Falls. Commish decided, and no inter 
| transmitter would be expected from the 
station operating on 1260 ke with 1 kw. 


ference to other 
proposed daytime 


North Carolina: Final denial of frequency change and 
power boost for WGTM, Wilson, issued last week after no 
| exceptions were filed to Commish findings of fact entered 


June 21. Transmitter, operated by WGTM, Ine., 
to change from 1249 to 1310 Ke and boost power 
| 500 watts, dave oniy. 

| Pennsylvania: Unli 


lost its plea 
from 100 to 


mited operation for WFBG, Altoona, and 


peanmaat Career pe eon! time-sharing basis with WJAC, 
Johnstown, green-lighted tast with the adoption of a 
final order permitting unrestricted use of ihe 1310 ke 


frequency with 100 watts 

_ South Carolina: Change of 
from days to unlimited 
from the ¢ 


hours of operation for WOLS, 
with 100 watis on 1200 ke, 
smmish, Renewal of license 
also was ordered for the transmitter At the same time ap- 
plication of the Pee Dee Broad ting (o, for @ new station 
to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, received a turndown 

Tennessee: New 


lorence, 


received a final okay 


station finally granted M I, 


Medley, 


Cookeville, om his application for 1870 ke with 160 watts | 
nichts, 250 watts days 

Texas: Chance of assignment from dav operation on 13870 
ke with 250 watts, to unlimited operation on the same 
frequency, using 100 watts nights. 259 watts days, approved 


by Commish for KTE, 
Bell Broadcasting Co 

Washington: Proposed findings of the ¢ 
an okay for KRSC, Seaitle, on its 
Improved signal to the eity 
would result from granting a 
Commish agreed, Some increase in interference would occur 
nights to KRKD, and KSI'G, Los Angeles, it was admitted, 
but primary service areas of the Calilornia transmitters 
would not be affected 


MINOR DECISIONS 


WAPI, 


Temple. Station is operated by the 


‘ommish promised 
plea for a power boost. 
and extension of good service 


boost 


Alubama: Alabama Polytechnic Tnstitute, Univer- 


sity of Alabama and Alabama College, Birmingham, granted 
extension of Special authorization to operate unlimited on 
1140 ke with & kw, with directional antenna system after 


sunset at Tulsa, Okla 

Nlaska: KGBU Ketchikan, license extended on 
basis only to Sept. 1, 
plication 

Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chausber of Commerce, 
Springs, granted extension of special 
to operate on 1060 ke with 10 kw, simultaneously with WBAL, 
Baltimore (also, license extended temporarily to Sept. 1, 
pending determination on renewal application) 

California: KHUB, John VP Watsonville, 
power and time of operation from 250 watts, days only, 
watts nights, 250 watts days, unlimited; KIEV, Cannon Sys- 
tem, Ltd., Glendale, granted $0-day temporary renewal of 
license (Commissioner Craven ‘No) while Commish 
probes differences between program service and 
service rendered, 

KROW, H. P. Drey, 8S. L. Brevitt. R. E 
Martin, C. V. Knemeyer, acting on their 
sentatives of owners of 95° of 
casting Corp., Oakland, granted 
of corporation to W. 1. Dumm, Philip G. Lasky, Fred J. Hart 
and Wallace F. Elliott; KTRB, Thomas R. MeTammany and 
William H. Bates, Jr., Modesto, license temporarily extended 
to Sept. 1, pending determination of renewal application 

Connecticut: WTIC, Hartford, granted extension of special 
experimental authority to operate simultane: 
Dallas, on 1040 ke with 50 kw 

Delaware: WILM, Wilmington 
from 


temporary 


pending determination on renewal ap- 


Hot 
experimental authority 


Scripps 


boost 
to 100 


voting 
promised 


Morgan, Charles | 
behalf and as repre- | 
stoch of Mducational Broad- 
authority to transfer control 


USI) 


granted boost In operation 


simultaneous-days, sharing-nights with WAZL, Hazle 

ton, Pa., to unlimited 

Florida: Tom M. iryan, Fort Lauderdale, granted new sta 
tion to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts niehts 250 | 
watts days; WSPB, Sarasota granted new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts night 250 watts days 

Georgia: Frank R. Pideock, S Moultrie, granted new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts davs 

Indiana: WIBC. Indianapoli license extended temporarily 
to Sept. 1, pending determination on renewal application: 
WFKEBM, Indianapolis Power & l.ight to Indianapalis, 


granted voluntary assignment of license to WIFRM. Ine 

Kansas: KANS, Charles (. Theis, W 
to transfer control of corporation 
to stockholders (Herb Hollister): KVUB, Helen Twonsley 
Great Bend, license extended temporarily to Sept. 1, pending 
determination on application for renewa 

Kentucky: WCMI, J. T. Norris and B. F. Forgev. Ashland. 
granted application for transfer of control of Ashtand Broad 
casting Company (WCMI) to Gilimore N. Nunn and J. Lind- 
Bay Nunn. 


chita, granted authority 
(Kansas Broadcasting Co.) 


Louisiana: KWKH, Shreveport. granted extension of special 
experimental authority to operate on 1190 ke with 50 kw, 
using directional antenna for night operation 

Maryland: WBAL, Baltimore, granted extension of special 
authorization to operate simultaneous 1 ,THS tl 
Springs, Ark., on 1060 ke with 10 k from 6 acm. to Joeal 
sunset at Hot Springs, and operate n mously with 
WJZ, New York, on 7#0 k With 24, kw, using d onal 
antenna from 9 p.ni EST 

Massachusetts: WSR, Springfield. granted assignment. of 
license to WSPR, Inc (also, present i WSPIE ex 
tended temporarily to Sept, l, pending deterniination on 


renewal application) 


Michigan: WXYZ, Detroit. attorney f WNYZ all 1 to 
withdraw petition to disn < withou ” indice « leay 
to amend applica “ pow in ise from 1 to 5 kw 
WKAR, Michigan Siate Col kK. lansis ] ‘nse extended 
temporarily pend gs det mina 1 oO ! val applic n 

Missourl: WIAF, Kan 3 Cit granted motion to accept 
amendment so that application will be considered as a modi- 
fication of license to increase night power to 5 kw: KWOC 
Don M. Didenton and A. 1 MeCarth Poplar Bluff, granted 
voluntary assignment of 1 io A 1 Me Carthy Oo. A 
Tedrick and J. H. Wolpers, doing busir 3a Radio Station 
KWwoc 

Nebraska: W.JTAG, Norfolk Daily News, Norfolk, granted re 
newal of license matt | ibject » such 
action as Commish may 4 m pending application for re 

wal 

New York: W3iXAT. and W8NXT,, National Broad: nex Co 
New York, granted extension of special temporary vuthe ority 
to transmit programs consisting of Spanish news to be re 
broadcast by Cuban stations (MX and COCX. through Sept 


27; Columbia Broadcasting S n, In New York 
extension of authority to transmit programs to CFRB and 
CKAC and other stations under control of Canadian Brouad 


casting Corp.; NBC, New York, grant 


Rrantes 


ed extension of authority 


to transmit programs to (‘MX, Havana, t'uba, via RCA Com 
munications, Inc., originating in Nes Ne York studios, o1 
any points in the U. §& WESG, Cornell University, granted 
renewal of license on a temporary asis onl subiect to 
Commish action on renewal application ; 

North Carolina: WGTM, Ben Farmer, Wilson. granted trans 
fer of control of WGTM, In license of station WGTM, to 


H. W. Wilson, Charlotte L. Burns and George (, 

Ohio: WALR, Donald RB. Woodyard, Zanesville, granted 
transfer of control of WALR Broadcast ng Corp., licensee, to 
West Virginia Rroadcasting Corp 

Oklahoma: KOME, Harry 
tary assignment of license 
Sales Corp 

Pennsylvania : 
new equipment 


McDonald 


Schwartz. Tulsa 


from Harry § 


granted volun- 
iwarté to Capitol 


WKST, New Castle, granted tnstallation of 
and day power boost from 250 watts to 1 kw: 
WAZL, Hazleton Broadcasting Service, tn: Hazleton, granted 
change in time of operation from simultaneous days, sharing 
with WILM, Wilmington, Del nighis, to unlimited, 

Puerto Rico; WIXAQ, San Juan, granted extension of special 
temporary authority to rebroadcast su taining programs re- 
ceived from international broadcast W2XE and 
WSXAU on a non-commercial basis only, to 
August 18 (action taken by Thompson). ; 

Tennessee: WOPI, Bristol, power from 100 watts to 
250 watts, install new equipment and vertical radiator. 

National Life & Accident Insurance Co., Ine., Nashviiile 
granted new facsimile broadcast station on an experimental | 
basis oniy, to be operated on 25250 ke with 1 kw. ; 


Stations 
experimental 
Ommissioner 
increase 


Texas: KRLD, Dallas, granted extension of special experi 
mental authority to operate simultaneously with WTIC, Hart- 
ford, Conn., on 1040 ke with 50 kw (also, granted modifica- 


tion of experimental authority to increase power 
50 kw, simultaneous with WTIC): KRLH, Clarence Schar- 
bauer, Midland, granted increase time of operation from days 
only to unlimited; A. H. Belo, Dallas, granted new facsimile 
broadcast station on an experimental basis, to be operated on 
25250 ke with 1 kw: W. B. Dennis, Plainview, granied new 
Station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts, daytime 
only. 

Utah: KEUB, Sam G. Weiss. 
transfer control of. Eastern Utah Broadcasting Co., licensee, 
to Jack Richards and A. W. McKinnon, 5542 shares of the 
issued and outstanding common stock of licensee corporation 
for a consideration of $6,500 


Price, granted authority to 


from 250 watts to 1 kw, | 


with KRLD, | 


from 10 to! 





AFRA SCALE 
DEDUCTIBLE 
AT NBC 


Right to collect commissions on 
minimum fee sustainer bookings was 
last week won by NBC’s artists ser- 
vice. Matter was disputed by the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists and was decided by the 
American Arbitration Assn. 

Decision is a vital one to both the 
| network and union, since it involves 
virtually all sustainer performer 
| contracts. Under the ruling, NBC 
i; will resume collection of the com- 
mission, which it discontinued when 
the AFRA sustaining contract went 
into effect. Figured the commis- 
sions involved will likely run into 
hundred of thousands of dollars an- 





| nually, so the decision is a setback 
to the union. 
Although the ruling was handed 


offi- 
study it 


| down last Friday (28), AFRA 
cials haven't had time to 
on account of their preoccupation 
with their battle to resist jurisdic- 
tional invasion by the stagehands, 
NBC executives consider the deci- 
sion a complete triumph, but it is 
| believed that the union heads will 
| insist on a clause in next year's pact 
| outlawing any and all employer- 
| agent setups. Such a clause is in the 
| present contract, but the arbitration 
ruling was on a matter of interpre- 
tation. 

CBS artist bureau, which 
charged commissions on 
bookings, is not concerned 
matter. 


never 
sistainer 
with the 


'Gibbons-NBC N.Y. 
| 


Fair 
Program Now Looks Cold 


| Scheduled NBC program bally- 


hooing the New York World's Fair 
looks cold. It was to ave started 
last Wednesday and didnt. Now 


| doubtful altogether. 
Fair was reportedly 
|; necessary support from the New 
| York hotels. Larger ones were com- 
mitted to newspapers for all they 
felt they could afford, and 
hotels claimed no bucks 
Floyd Gibbons was to have spieled 
at cutrates. Other services were all 
to be on bargain basis. Even so the 
necessary coin couldn’t be raised. 


unable to get 


smaller 


RADIO TRAGEDY KILLS 3 


Morgan, Wife and Child Dead 
in Fire 
Canton, O., Aug. Ll. 


Paul F. Morgan, 41, 
WHBC., C 


manager of 
anton, from May 1938, 
until he resigned last March, his wife 
Helen, and six-weeks old son, were 
suffocated in a fire which gutted their 
'home in suburban Avondale near 
Canton, July 26. All three were 
dead when taken to a hospital. 
Morgan prior to assuming charge 


of the radio station had been a 
newspaper man. He was compelled 
to give up his radio post because of 


ill health. 


998% Roy Durstine 


Albany, Aug. 1. 

Roy S. Durstine, Inc., filed papers 
here last week New advertising 
| agency founded by the former part- 
ner of Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
| Osborn reports stock division of 998 
shares to Durstine and one share 
each to the other incorporators, ate 
torneys Harold Bowan and William 
| Graham. 
| No par 


value. 


Tim Doolittle Injured 
Detroit, Aug. 1. 
Bruce Myers, known on WJR as 
Tim Doolittle (and His Gang) is re- 
cuping in an Ann Arbor hospital 
from injuries received last week 
when his car left the road and hit a 





| tree. His orchestra was returning 
|from an engagement at Pleasant 


| Lake, Mich. 


| Suffered a broken ankle and 
severe cuts On head and arms. 


WCKY Operating at 50 Kw. 
Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 

Without fanfare WCKY slipped in- 
to 50,000 watis operation last week. 
Due to go CBS in October. 

L. B. Wilson gave out souvenir 
neckties which, ordered some time 
ago, had NBC colors. 























ae August 2 2, 1939 








RADIO 


V. ARIETY 33 





LOWDOWN ON SO. AMERIC 





_—— 





a 


in-America at a Glance 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF NATIVE BROADCASTING |. 
STATIONS—510 | 





ESTIMATED 
POPULATION. SETS. 
eee ee OET EP ET ET LET Tee joovceseeecsce SEL 1,000.000 | 
BRTIOIN 4 vangesasseenseeweasenases seeeeesees 3,170,807 20.000 | 
ee rrerrrerr ree errr. | 400.000 | 
| EE Se Cerre a peskenaiecees. 5,000 | 
Columbia .....+.> Cee redceedersnerccrososnces BCOOOOD 50.000 | 
PGE ION sock shcneh oeneoees ead baw ae be. R 577,833 10.000 | 
ae rer verre ey er ere eee re ee ; ice a ,eeeete 100.006 
INGER iiss. Gans ba eR (biatch: Bei 4.500 | 
NS CC CT eT eee eee ee PicenG vwacea oo 3,064,485 8.000 | 
ONO 20. csc kates sed ba ee ese hiaewetsenes ae 6.000 | 
Guatemala ..rcccccsccvccvcees wewmen coe 2020279 12.000 | 
0 rer ore SEL: OE ated eked ees neues +e 3,000,000 3.000 
Honduras o.cccccccececes Cdeccesevesvesecine GAU,UUO 15,000 | 
SO Orr erer re re eer rt ‘ coe 26,002,722 500.000 
DIICATOGUR cio 0c birccseverecacsvrerccceves ‘ 750,000 4.000 
PANAMA .cccccsccccces eC CCE TIT TTA TTT 467,459 7,000 | 
ee . EC TRUE TEE Cae LikieeSer nee onevens 926,580 10,000 
DE Dibigcece tees onaaes TT Te eT eT ae 40,000 
TIQUBUBT .6.6ao0e 6 ois iteenes one awe rr .» 2,020,040 125,000 | 
WORSRUGIM c6040e0e0 000 sid alata armed ccs cedennse. aeeeeee 80.000 
on rT ee eer Ce 1,469,500 


LISTENING HABITS 


(Notes on a Little-known Subject) 
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a A JOB TO 


oIFT QUT BUNK: 


'Clearer Picture Now Emerg- 





ing After Year or Two of 
Activit y—United States 
Standards Would Rate 
Latin Radio Audience as 
Smal!l—But Community 
Listening Is Common 





OTHER ANGLES 





By BOB LANDRY 


Confusing and contradictory 
formation 
of sheer 


in- 
and a considerable volume 
bunk has been typical of 
reports, discussions and _ special 
| pleading where South American 
'radio and the relation of foreign 
shortwave services thereto has been 
concerned. But grecually it is be- 
coming somewhat clearer just what 


| the radio picture in the 20-odd re- 





Windmill-Operated Radios 


Absence of electrical utilities in some of the countries does not handicap 


electrical sets. 


units which generate enough power to operate the set. In 
electricity 
Radio equipment worth $2,000 and $3.000 has been installed in 


plantations windmuili-generated 


group. 


some of the more--pretentious plantations, 


ment in lonesome lives. 





Many of the latter are sold together with small windmill 


the larger 
supplies all the wants of the 


radio being an important ele- 


| German propaganda was more 


Dutch Sets For Tropical Static 


Phillips firm of Holland is widely 
the largest 


South America. This firm is 


represented in set sales throughout 
radio set-maker in the world. 


Its sets are reported to be particularly popular in the equatorial republics, 


Columbia, Ecudor, Brazil, 


Venezuela, 


because this house has gained lots 


of experience with equatorial static and jungle reception conditions by) 


making sets to work in 


Dutch Java, Sumatra, etc. 





Local Broadcasts on Shortwave 


Because of vast d 
networks of stations as 


istances and the non-e 


in the United States, 


xistenee of telephone-connected 
many native broadcasting 


stations actually send on shortwave (others on middlewaves as in Europe). 
Shortwave sets are the only kind that have ever been sold in some areas. 


Only Alternative Program Choice 
Shortwave is the only alternative ‘program choice’ for many listeners 
if the native broadcasting unit does not happen to please them at the 
moment. For example the Brazilian government preempts 8-9 p.m. for 
its own (and very dull) broadcasts. Brazilian wags call this ‘the hour of 


silence.” Actually Brazilians turn 


Uncle Don on 4 Mutuals; 
La Rosa Uses Flexible 
Web Into New England | 


Two heretofore local WOR, N. ee 
programs will go out on a small Mu- 
tual network in the Fall. Uncle Don, 
who's 


aired every night except Sun 

day, cooperatively sponsored, will 
be heard on four stations three 
nights weekly backed by the Maltex 
Company on a program. separate 
from his daily broadcast. He'll be 
heard from WFIL. Philadelphia; 
WHK, Cleveland: CKLW, Detroit- 
Windsor, and WGR, Buffalo, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 5:30 to 5:45 
p.m. , 

La Rosa & Co., which has backed 


Operatic soloists and music locally 
for two seasons will pick up a possi- 
ble five station net when it resumes 
WOR, WAAB, Boston; WTHT, Hart- 
ford; WICC, Bridgeport; and WEAN, 
Providence, will get it every Tues- 
day, 8-8:30 p.m.; WICC and WEAN 
if time can be cleared. Samuel Croot 
Agency for Uncle Don and Commer- 
Cial Radio Service for La Rosa. 

Col. Stoopgnagle begins his ‘Quixie 
Doodle’ contest on eight Mutual sta- 
tions Oct. 20 and Ed Thorgerson 
reeling off football scores on 21 out- 
lets in behalf of Congréss Cigar Co. 
are also set. 





Schroeder te Clovis 


oo N. Mex., Aug. 1. 
Karl W. Schroeder, former head of 
continuity department of station 


KWBG, Hutchinson. Kan., has joined 
the staff of KIC A, Clovis, as program 
director. 

Paul Cochran. also of 
join the announcing staff 
Next week, 


of KICA 


instead to foreign offerings. 
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KWBG, will | 


Type of shortwave ‘Portugue e’ 
programs sent out (to Brazil) from 
Schenectady, N. Y., via W2XAD and 

XAF is suggested by excerpt 
from the G. E. schedules for day 
August. 

All times given in this schedule aré¢ 


Eastern Standard Time; EST is five 


hours eariier than GMT—i.e., 1 | 
EST, is 6 p.m., GMT. 
Aug. 13 
(A nounced tit E gl Lj 
7-00 i ag T (Ne ¥ 
7:15 ( er B Ne Y 
7:39 - I "3 
SOM) ft ‘ 
ELD I 
i) ! 
O-or f 
(Announced 1 Portuguese) 
( ( bit - 
: ? ) 
5-30 t i I ( r 
Y« 
OH:O0 7 he ( a y 
6:30 pon Dar I ‘ ‘ 
7:00 ! Nis 
York) 
\ 00 | 4) “ } I> ce ~ 
tac ) 
8:15 7 Sign off 
Aug. 14 
(Announced in English) 
7:00 a.in gene & Glenn «New Y« 
7:15 a.n The Hi Boys ‘tHartfe 
7°30) Do You Re ember? «cle 
S:-U00 a.mn Acs 4 { Press \ s t 
York) 
S05 ! Break t Ch iChica ) 
oo r ‘or t ‘I Sohee 
o-n0 n Mor t M eiScl 
10;00 a.m Sign off 
+Annoul Pr tue e? 
515 ’ Pat i G - \ 
York) 
5:30 I Ray I ne 1 
vi ) 
i in Upon a J ‘ 
tady) 
6.00 p.m Alot T.and «Schene ) 
(15 p.m.—On wiih the D € 
ta ) 
6-20 p.m.—Dance Orchestra (New Y¥ ) 
6:45 p.m.—News In Portuguese «Sct € 
tady.) 
7:00 p.m.—Alu ( iphs «Ser ] 
7 >T ‘ gue (tSch ‘ ) 
S200 7 Ores t 
ff 


publics of latin America is and pre- 
cisely what is being done and what 


| results are being registered both 


concerns the United States own 
efforts and the efforts of the Ger- 
mans and Italians. 
Americans 
countries 
their 


Some 
the latin 
emphasize 


returning from 
have tended to 
impression that 
evi- 
dent to the ear than American. Part 
of this may be due, it now appears, 
to the circumstance that of the six 
hours of German DX service daily 
three-quarters is, or until recently 
was, in the German 
whereas 
wave programming, and all of NBC, 
is in Spanish or Portugese and might 


easily give a casual visitor the im- 
pression that such programs were 


native, not American, 
The German gutturalism in speech is 
prominent and attracts American ob- 
servers’ attention amidst the latin 
at least this is one sidelight. 

have 
with 


lingo; 
latterly 
detailed 


American Interests 


equipped themselves 


analyses of German and _ Italian 
broadcasts as beamed on South 
America, Transcriptions of actual 


programs have been filed away. The 
Italians are averaging less than 
to South America daily, the 
Germans x. Against this the vari- 
American li are 
latins with a much 
shortwave stuff. 
CBS, Westinghouse, General 
WI1XAL, Boston and others 
ng fairly saudi and over 
frequencies. The 
cans feel n confident 
eir ability to make out a good 
for their own 


two 


ensees now 


bombarding the 
greater volume of 
NBC, 
Electric, 
a wide range of 
ore today 


of th 


case activities. More- 
over they believe that the question 
of ‘how much’ is not as important as 
the ‘what’ of the program service. 
They believe that theirs (the Ame 
can) approach is far smarter than 
the dictatorships’ atant appeals 
(‘See adjoining columns for example 

f f irs at the United State 

a type of stuff the Yanks have 
een studiously avoiding.) 

Skeptics 

Skeptics in the United States who 
nave ispected that there were lIé 

¢ and fewer listeners in South 
America so far as contact with 
Yonkee shortwave is concerned are 


t contradicted by dispassionate 
ns who know this subject. Both 
privaie interests and government 
advocates of establishment of gov- 


pers 


ernment shortwave stations will, if 
they are not born stuffed shirts, con- 
fess that they have only lately had 


any dimensional conception of their 
audience below the equator, that the 
sets are few and far between by 
United States standards and that 
there has been much vagueness on 
the whole subject. The volume of 








ligh brow Idero] dished out on the 
subject of American ‘good will’ pro- 
grams has been restrained by very 


little factual illumination until now. 


But while conceding the meagre 


nature of data in the past, the 
seemingiv small number of sets in 
use when compared to the United 
State ( 25 000.000 radio-equipped 








European ‘News 





German newscasts particularly, 
against the United States. 


bad feeling toward Uncle Sam. 


Italian less so, 
Attempts are repeatedly 


are loaded with slurs 
made to stir up 


Some examples of the campaign of 


ridicule, misrepresentation and belittlement are these: 


‘The American munition 
profit, 


the du Ponts by marriage.’ 
- 


s-mongers, du Pont, 
twice as much as last year. 


have made $40,000,000 
President Roosevelt is reluted to 


* 


‘The United States has more mental patients in hospitals than anu 


other country in the world. 
more complete, more lasting.’ 
. 


‘Do South Americans realize 


” 


that the United States 


Nervous breakdowns are more frequent, 


* 


has ‘invaded’ 


Latin America umpteen times in the last umpteen years?’ 


- 


‘The only country that 
United States.’ 
7 


ever thought of annexing Canada icas 


* 


the 


‘President Roosevelt has communistic tendencies.’ 


* ” 


‘The Spanish Marwist ship of state is sinking and the rats are scurry- 
ing. Two of the biggest rats landed from an aeroplane in Toulouse, 


France, 


and immediately drove to the finest hotel in town. 


Another 


plane disgorged 12 rats at Algiers including the only woman who can 
boast of having throttled human victims with her teeth, 





A contrast of European and American news was provided when Italy 


took over Albania on Good Friday, 


This information was heard im- 


mediately from the United States but did not come through from 
Europe untii the following Tuesday, 








homes, the shortwave profession is | 
| convinced that the right measures 


language | 
much of the Yankee short- | 


in origination. | 


have been adopted and the eccentrics 
have been partly checked, 

There are severai considerations | 
peculiar to South Am :rica that mean | 
a lot in terms of actual penetration | 


through radio. For example NBC’s 
fan mail reports from three Brazil- 
ian provinces the spreading custom 


o” community listening to shortwave 


through a central set set up with 
loudspeakers in the local plaza. 
One from Passo Fundo, Rio 


Grande do Sul 
‘In The 


recently wrote: 

Marechal Floriano 
Square of this city we hace 
installed three powerful ampli- 
fiers to broadcast your programs. 
It is very interesting to notice 


how a great number of our 

friends start moving toward 

these amplifiers just before 9 

p.m. (Brazil time) anxious to 

hear the latest world’s news 

which you supply.’ 

It is stressed by realists in the 
United States that well-meaning but 
clumsy advocates of better relation- 
ships between North and South 


real 
patron- 
There 
was the case of the shortwave hero 
ting 


New Yo k ana said “we 


and have done, 


America can do, 
| attitude of 


econd 
The 
to edu- 


language of untry,’ 


visitors didn't plan 
‘ 


cate them. True tact would have 


been to put it the other way and say 
ve want to make Spanish the sec- 
1 language vf the United States.’ 
American clubwomen have  ad- 
vanced ideas that were pretty naive, 


too, it is said. And the broadcasting 
of programs in English is not con- 
idered ideal although General Elec- 
tric and others do z« lot because it is 
a. @asy solution of the program 
problen simply plug in, with per- 
d pick up network pro- 
Cr : observers wonder 
oO r Sout Ame be le 
home | Yank would listen Oo 
Ar n’ Andy, ‘Inf ation Please 
Oo! B e of the Sexe Oo name 
i 
NBC for its part relies on ne F 
a standard ingredient The news 
taken off the American wire svndi 


ate in New York and relayed in 
crisp, comment uncolored 
items. To increase the appeal it is 
always deast for 15 minutes ex- 
actly on the hour. Twice a day i: 
Portugeese and four times a day in 
Spanish there is a full hour. Music 
and assorted items, including 
speeches by South Americans visit- 
ing in New York. (Balance of the 
schedule for Eurcpe, etc.) 


-free, 


Droa 


By fer the most active American 
shortwave unit is that of NBC, which 


has about 20 persons regularly em- 
ployed under the direction of Guy 
Hickox. This unit meets all incom- 


ing boats from latin America, makes 
recorded interviews in the native 
tongue of all visiting celebs and 


send the program at a favorable 
hour to the person’s own country. 
Part leurly since the Ope f 





| scripts in the past six weeks, 
all of which were quizzers and man- 
| on-the-street ideas with several who- 


| of the same nature to stations in 


QUIZ SCRIPTS 
SELL WELL T0 
SO. AMERICA 


South American radio has discov- 
ered quiz shows which have been 
overrunning U.S. nets for some time. 
Radio Caracas, Venezuela, alone has 
bought between 20 and 25 sets of 
nearly 





dunits in the batch. These were all 
bought from one New York agency, 
Radio Events, Inc., which also has 
been supplying more and more shows 
Ric 
de Janiero, Buenos Aires, and Val- 
paraiso, Chile. 

South American air has héreto- 
fore been 90% filled with music 
dramatic fare with the accent on 
former. 


DR. |. Q. AIR SHOW 
TO STANLEY, PITTSB’GH 


’ 


and 


tne 


Chicago, Aug. 1 
Dr. I. Q. theatre broadcasts for 
Mars candy will quit the Balaban & 
Katz Chicago here on Aug. 21 and 
will shift to origination point in 


Pittsburgh at the Stanley theatre, 
tarting Aug. 28. 
Quiz show will stick in Pittsburg} 


for eight weeks. 


Room for Guest Dept. 


Guest Relations Department of 
NBC, New York, is being realigne« 
to facil itate activities of the tour pro- 
motion division. There is no shift in 
personnel, but the division is being 
moved to a more accessible spot on 
the second floor of the RCA building 


and the telephone setup changed t 
speed up calls. 

Entire Guest Relations department 
vill be given added private offices, 
vith a small enlargement of 
space, 


fioor 





w York World's Fair the unit 
often sent portable equipment 
outside the Radio City studios to get 
material. There is a constant effort 
to flavor the programs with matters 
of fatherland interest. Regular pub- 
licity hook-ups are maintained wit 
Pan American Airways at Miami and 
Grace, Moore & McCormick, Furness, 
etc., of the ship lines to keep tab on 
visitors. 

Associated Press file of items on 
South America and South Americans 
s also employed when of genera! 


terest. 
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New CBC Rule Curbs Disc Loophole 


For ‘Grouch Spiels by Rich Citizens 


‘down ever recorded on BBC network 








—— 





Radio-Educated 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 


Grimly determined to end tongue- 


—_—-———_— 


in-the-cheek evasions of ‘personal Mexico City, Aug. 1. — 
opinion’ broadcasting restrictions, Aldofo Savin, age nine, of the 
board of governors of Canadian| tall grass state of Sonora, has 


been-awarded a college scholare 
ship by Mexico's President, 
Lazaro Cardenas. Boy never went 
to school but is up on every=- 
thing, including three languages. 

He got smart listening to the 
radio. 


PRIZE VOGUE 
IN AUSTRALIA 


Broadcasting Corp. has authorized a 
new regulation prohibiting the 
use of electrical transcriptions of 
speeches. Situation was established 
when George McCullough, publisher 
of the Globe and Mail, evaded the 
network ban by speaking over the 
one Toronto station he was allowed 
-—-while 18 other stations simul- 
taneously put advance-prepared plat- 
ters on the turn-tables to coincide 
with the Toronto time-schedule. 


Stand of CBC is that an individual 
with a grouch must not be permitted 
to air it simply because he has suf- 
ficient funds to buy up radio time. 
There are only 16 broadcasting hours 








a day, they point out, and the public Sydney, July 10. 
wants to listen to radio features} prize siveway angle has intrenched 
other than continuous beefs. But 


itself so deeply in Australian radio 
that practically every commercial 
campaign now includes some such 
giveaway when presented to a client. 
Whereas listener interest used to be 
stimulated by free theatre tickets 
and product samples, the current in- 
ducer must be either cash or costly 
prizes. 

Largely responsible for the estab- 
lishment of the money giveaway as a 
clincher for substantial audiences are 
the quiz shows. These pioneers in- 
cluded ‘Spelling Jackpot,’ ‘Cuckoo 
Court’ and ‘Mathematical Problems.’ 


Lever Bros. entered the giveaway | 


periods are regularly assigned to 
topical discussions and such matter 
is not censored and _ broadcasting 
facilities are free over the national 
network. Only ‘freedom-of-speech’ 
ban is that CBC will prevent grouch- 
ers with funds from gaining an un- 
fair advantage over other grouchers 
whose financial condition may pro- 
hibit their buying radio time. 


107, CBC FEE FOR 
ARRANGING 
HOOKUPS 


———. 





tre. 
and a nail file to ‘Theatre’ listeners 


guesses the correct title of a song in 
its ‘Melody Riddles’ program. Five 


ing available $20 
guesses them all. 


Montreal, Aug. 1. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
charge 10% service fee on private sta- 
tion hookups starting September 24 
for booking programs, collecting, 
clearing time, supplying information 
to agencies, etc. Service fee is to 


apply on time only, not on telephone 
lines, 


There will be no charge to origina- 
tion stations. 


Mexican Stations Promise 
To Obey Liquor Rule) 


Mexico City, Aug. 1, 
Local radio stations XEFO and 
XEUZ, mouthpieces of the Party of | 
the Mexican Revolution, 


cided to conform to the federal law | 


for liquor. The stations had had 
troubles because they spurned warn- 
ings of the ministry of communica- 
tions and publie works, 


HIRE THEATRE FOR | sss oi pubic wane 
TICKET PROBLEM *2" 


| Station’s right about face is at- 
tributed to shakeups in the Party. 





cease 





Winnipeg, Aug. 1, 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. is to 





Jo Elia Haynes, formerly on the| 
take over the oldtime Walker thea- | ‘Dugan Family’ program of KEHE, | 
tre for the final program of the sea-| Hollywood, added to the staff of| 
son of Woodhouse and Hawkins (Art | KGKL, Roswell, New Mexico, and | 
MacGregor and Frank Deaville), | 'S ROW conducting daily ‘Social Sec- | 
CBC comedians, on Aug. 25. Pro- vOrney of the } 
gram officials are taking this way 


out of clearing up the large ticket 
demand for this show. Half hour is 
normally put on in studios of CKY 
where approximately 100 are han- | 


dled weekly. Walker theatre holds | 
1,800. 

Same house is used by the net- 
work weekly for presentation of 


Winnipeg Symphony and costs $250 


a night for rental. 
a NBC has arranged 1 heavy cover- 
M . ? 100th § . |age of European news events for 
Qxicod S t tation | this coming fall. John-F. Royal, | 

ss | who returned from a four-week trip 
Mexico City, Aug. 1 | abroad last week (26) lined up a 
There are now 100 radio stations | galaxy of statesmen and others to 
— “ er — str tem | broadcast from England and the 

gove ren a veals. i s | : 
99 pe 100 wale 1k acne eee | Continent. meet naseaee ste Win- 
pe ; ston Churchill and Anthony Eden, 
| Satter will broadeast once or twice 


XECW, 1240 kilocycles, at Cordoba, 
Vera Cruz; licensed to Juan Sedas. 

XEDW, 300 watts, at Minatitlan, | 
Vera Cruz; licensed to Hector Silva. 


In Canada 


& month and Churchill once a month. 


Other names 
NBC’s new 


constitute 
news bureau, 


which 
political 





liver talks once a week for at least 
six weeks; the Rt. Hon. Alfred Duff- 











Cooper and four prominent French 

| Statesmen. First short-wave broad- 

| cast in this series will get under way 

: Montreal, Aug. 1. labout Aug. 9. Fees are understood 

Phil Lalonde, manager Station | to range from $250 to $500 per broad- 
CKAC. Montreal, to Old Orchard, | east, 

Me., for vacation. | NBC has extended an invitation to 

{comment or rebut any of the talks 

CIRC, Winnipeg, loses Walt! of Churchill, Eden or Duff-Cooper, 

McLaughlin, transmitter engineer,| to British Government spokesmen. 


and adds Keith McConnell. ;German and Italian spokesmen also 








ranks through its Lux Radio Thea- | 
It’s offering two cakes of soap | 


and prizes of $4 to each person that | 


riddles are included each week, mak-! confer recently with directors of the 
to anv one that! 


| broadcasters met the 


| 


Mexico’ 5s | 
strongest political party, have de- | 


which forbids broadcasts of publicity | 


ty 
| 


ruler of air | 


rum | 


| was with a Regina station, 


| 26) at the age of 54, 


include former U. S. Ambassador to | 
Belgium, Hugh Gibson, who will de- | 


| 
| 
| 
! 
} 


AUDITION FOR WAR 


Lightning Subjects BBC to a Test 
of Reserve Equipment 





London, July 235. 


Longest main equipment break-| 


happened last week when main na- 
tional transmitter, at Droitwich, 
erating at 200 kilocycles, went out of | 
service for four hours, due to being 
struck by lightning. Effect of the flash 
was to burn up the antennae sus- 
pended at a height of 700 feet. Serv- 
ice was sustained by switching over 
to the old 5XX long-wave sende 

which has been out of commission | 
for five years, and which works on 


an output of only 30 kilowatts, | 


against 120 kw from Droitwich. 
BBC smartly made capital out of | 
the accident, as it was an excellent) 
test of what might be achieved in} 
wartime if the station were put oul 
of action. Corp had already laid | 
plans to fall back on 5XX in such) 
event, and try-out proved the tr ick | 
could successfully be turned. Nor- 
mal transmission was resumed when | 


the station opened at 10:15 a.m. yes- | 


terday. 


Harry McLaughlin Out Of 
CJRC-CIRM; Vic Neilsen 
Of Montreal Succeeds 








Winnipeg, Aug. 1 


Harry McLaughlin resigned Thurs- | 


day (28) as general manager of the 
radio division of James Richardson 
& Sons. Culminating other change 
in this enterprise the general man- 
ager’s exit was a major 
prise. 


In addition to being chief of the) 


Radio Division of the grain firm, 
| which controls CJRC, Winnipeg and 
CJRM, Regina, McLaughlin was also 


head of the Radio Division of Can- 
adian Airways, an affiliated com- 
pany. He was prominent in the 


Canadian Association of Broadcast- 
ers, being a member of the board to 
CBC when private 
network offi- 


(Government) 


cials, 

Gradual dropping of staff started 
in this company when the CJRC 
house orchestra was given walking 
tickets, later the ax falling on mem- 
bers of the CJRC office staff with a 
total of five ont in one way or an- 
other, McLaughlin’s resignation mak- 


ing the sixth. Prior to this period | 


CJRC, with 46 on the payroll, was 
|reported to be operating with the 


largest staff of any independent sta- | 


tion in the Dominion, 

A note, couched in official terms, 
was issued from the executive of- 
fices of the Richardson concern Fri- 
day (28) stating that V. F. 


Neilsen, who prior to joining CFCF 
office Sept. 1. 

James Richardson, 
the company, died recently (June 
with Mrs. Rich- 
ardson since assuming 
tof president. 


the position 





NBC’ $ Overseas Commentators 


‘John Royal While in England Set Churchill, , 
Germany and Italy Don’t Respond 


have been asked if they want to be 


heard. So far—silence. 
H. V. Kaltenborn of CBS goes to 
Europe Aug. 9. Will spend three 


back se- 


weeks across pond sending 
ries of broadcasts. 


Fidler to Hawaii 





Hollywood, Aug. 1 
Winding up his Columbia Broad- 


| casting chore for the summer, 











| Honolulu to vacation until Sept. 12 
when his new CBS job opens. He 
closed out his NBC chattering month 
ago, 
Fidler believes two weekly periods 
are too much and that he’ll confine 
himself to a solo in the future. 


Nelson Eddy Returns 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Nelson Eddy returns to the Chase 
& Sanborn airer Aug. 13. 
Donald Dickson, baritone, who has 








| been subbing for Eddy for 26 weeks 
| will go on a concert tour of 44 cities 


op- | 


| 
} 
| 
S| to news of the association’s activi- 
| 
local igi 


(Vic) | 
Neilsen, manager of CFCF, Montreal, | 
| had been named to the post of gen- | 
eral manager of the Radio Division. | 


will take | 


president of 


London Calling 


FHPFHHFFF 44 4O6446644444664 


London, July 235, 
BBC will have a commentator re- 
| view ‘In Good King Charles’ Golden 
Days’ from the Malvern Festival and 
also give his impressions of the 
first week of Festival. 








| Gracie Fields broadcasting thanks 
j for sympathetic enquiries following 
| her sevious illness, from her seaside 
| | home where she is recuperating. 


| International Chemical Ce. booked 
six additional quarter hours on 
Radio Normandy, making 11. The 
new contracts cover Bisurated Mag- 
|nesia and Limestone Phosphate. 





| Neva Pilbeam debutting in tele- 
vision as Suzane in ‘Prison Without 
| Bars.’ 
Production men of the Interna- 
| tional Broadcasting Co. attended the 
| Royal Agricultural Show at Windsor 
and recorded interviews with the 
| champion dairymaid, champion 
| blacksmith, a thatcher, a pitboy and 
|a shepherd. These were broadcast 
in the Country Home hour on Nor- 
mandy, 
Ted Ray linked with Dave and Joe 
O'Gorman as new BBC comedy 
| team, 


| 
| 


One million Oddfellows in this 
country have all been notified by 
mail that Radio Normandy devotes 


a 10 minute session every Saturday 


ties. 





Radio Mediterranean, one of IBC’s 
commercial transmitters in France, 
now taking nightly transcribed re- 
lays from the Hollywood Cocoanut 
Grove; also doing twice weekly di- 
rect hookups of light music from 
Monte Carlo Casino. 





J. Walter Thompson has set Billy 
Cotton for Rinso’s fall program on 
Radios Luxembourg and Normahdie, 
replacing Billy Bissett, with cast 
headed by Bebe Daniels and Ben 
Lyon Agency now looking for 
starring spot for Bissett. 


‘Me and My Girl's’ 1,000th perform- 
ance at Victoria Palace will be 
broadcast July 26. 








‘The 39 Steps’ is next BBC Sunday 
serial, with Jack Livesey as Richard 
Hannay; play is being handled in 
Scottish studio and will follow John 
Buchan’s original yarn, not the 
| Hitchcock film. 


RUMOR MOVING 
BROCKINGTON 
TO McGILL 


Montreal, Aug, 1, 

Unconfirmed reports emanating 
from Ottawa are to-the effect that 
L. W. Brockington, K. C., chairman 
of the Board of Governors of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 
may resign shortly to become the 
next principal of McGill University, 
in Montreal. 

Though purely in a_ conjectural 
vein, there has been considerable 
talk linking the czar of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. with the 
university appointment. 





Scophony Expected To 
Adopt Cathode Ray; 
Baird-Bush Separate 


London, July 25 

It is expected here that Scophony 
will drop its mechanical system of 
television and revert to a cathode 
ray tube type similar to every other 
now operating here. Belief is switch 
will be made through subsidiary 
concern called Scophony Electronics, 
whose research is being financed by 
the parent company. 

Baird, formerly going 
hand with Bush Radio, 


hand in 
who assem- 


bled its television outfits, has now 
broken clear, and are doing the 
whole job for themselves. Bush is 


to bring out a receiver on its own 
account, which will then give Gau- 
mont-British two competitive sets, 
both concerns being among its many 
affiliates. 


AUSTRALIAN RADIO 
MAG DATA DENIED 


July 15. 
has re- 


& aiaone: 
The Postmaster-General 
fused to divulge to politicians the 
estimated cost of printing a weekly 
radio magazine due for publication 
shortly by the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission. Meanwhile at- 
torneys have told politicians that 
there is nothing to prevent A.B.C. 
entering publishing field. 
A few months ago there was only 
one weekly radio magazine on the 





Henry Oscar will be seen as Na- 
poleon in Bernard Shaw’s ‘The Man | 
of Destiny,’ when it is televised 
July 20 


~—- 
Tokyo Reports New Type | 
Of Radio Economy Set 


Tokio, July 15. | 


A radio engineer named Hamada | 

| employed by the Tokyo Electric Co. | 
here has invented a receiving set | 
| which has no transformer in it. By | 


| the usage of a special type of a 
; vacuum tube, the inventor has been | 


| able to dispense with the use of a 


transformer, thus saving the metals | 
necessary to make the transformer. | 
The company, which will soon | 
start selling five models of the spe- | 
;clal vacuum tube, claims that the | 
set using this new invention will | 
|require less current and is far | 
lighter in weight than the average | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

Mexico City, Aug. 1. 

Organized Mexican labor continues 

its ‘censorship’ of radio to assure 
that the air is 100% free of slurs 


in news and comments against work- 
ers’ and their interests. Station op- 
erators, announcers, commentators 
and others cannot duck this volun- 
teer censorship. 


Musicians have been known to cut 
In crescendo whenever anybody be- 
| fore the mike lets go at labor. 





‘Mexico’s Health Network 


Mexico City, Aug. 1. 

The Mexican government is fos- 
tering a national health week Oct. 
2-8 and for this purpose is now ar- 
ranging to have ballyhoo tie-ups 
with the 100-odd stations of the 
country. 

There will probably be some net- 


work hook-ups arranged. | 





field, 


| cents. 


son, 


newsstands. ‘Today there are four, 
two of which are free, and there is a 
possibility of others coming into the 
A.B.C. will set retail at six 

Publishing bug bit when the local 
dailies decided not to carry program 


listings from commercial and na- 














tional stations without charge. Sta- 
| tions declined to pay advertising 
rates and program log wipeout fol- 
lowed. 
In Austraii 
n Austraia 
Sydney, July 15. 
Excerpts from ‘Confession Nazi 
| Spy’ (WB) being aired. over major 
commercial band 
Richard Crooks will not do any 


airings for commercial units during 


his current season U. S.-singer is 


here for Williamson-Tait. 

Ray Fox, noted band leader, after 
a runaround the A.B.C. loop, will 
move over to Greater Union Theae 


tres for a stage sea 
in August. 


S. A.’s Spanish Shows 
San Antonio, Aug. 1, 

Local stations are airing a large 
number of both recorded and studio 
presentations aimed at the Spanish 
and Mexican residents in this city. 
Latest include newscasts and ‘Strange 
But True Facts’ all in Spanish, 
broadcast nightly through KONO by 
Perfecto Barbosa. 

KONO recently aired for first time 
a play-by-play description of a base- 
ball game played at Van Daele Sta- 
dium between two teams of the Span- 
ish-American league battling for the 
title. Perfecto Barbosa and Frank 
Trejo handled all the speils in Span. 
ish. 


son commencing 


Richard Tauber to sing in NBC's 
first promenade concert of the sea- 
Aug. 12. 
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ti Web Spending by | Industries 


(FIRST SIX MONTHS, 1539, CONTRASTED 
WITH SAME PERIOD FOR 1938 WITH PER- 
CENTAGES OF TOTAL NETWORK BILLING") 


COMPOSITE BILLINGS FOR CBS, NBC AND MUTUAL 
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i 
| 
} 





| 





%, ef 
%o of 1939 
1938. 1938 Total. 1939. Total. 
Automotive cle sata aucalene a8 bis « $2,770,552 7.30 $1,950,109 4.7 
Building Materials............6. ‘ 101,074 37 134,205 33 
Cigars, Cigarettes, Tobacco..... +» 4,269,970 11.25 5,193,552 12.61 
Clothing, Dry Goods........ssses 58,862 16 152,724 37 
Confectionery, Soft Drinks..... »» 1,405,651 3.70 1,046,782 2.54 
WUE vi 6b ca ¥ ncn nnces covccsecccen GEEEOR 25.93 11,267,164 27.36 
Financial, Insurance........... eee 248,430 65 413.779 1.0 
Foods erry eee ee ye ecccece seeece 11,466,796 30.22 12,585,835 30.57 
Garden and Field........++-.+05. 2,236 —— 8 =«=«—« aveees ‘s 
House Furniture ....... cosesereee 479,990 1.26 248,604 60 
Jewelry and Silverware..... 900. . seen vans 145,164 35 
SSIS r ern wees 1,578,448 4.16 2,102,543 5.11 
en 5 MCE COR erry 186,749 49 327 coe 
OS SPE eeT eee oe ee eve 137,109 36 201,926 49 
WaMios, OCtE. oc ccccccave one eeene oe 644,142 1.70 476,948 1.16 
GOONS occccccsersocsoces Seccces . 7,272 es: ~~) caeeees mee 
BE: ci cvenscrngeeninss snes sees :122,932 32 84.307 20! 
Soap and House Supplies..... sees 3,850,954 10.15 4,618,242 11.22 
Stationery and Publishers....... ° 261,009 .69 213.688 52 
Travel, PIOtels. ..ccccsorrsccsesee ° 26,836 07 34.534 08 
Wines and Beers......cscsceeee vee 179,205 AT 5.028 01 
Miscellaneous .....-+-ceccccees ooee 311,042 82 300,689 73 
TOES bis os eaesnnes evrrrrr eT oi ecco $41,176,150 — 


* This is duta compiled for publication by Columbia Broadcasting Syvsiem based 
on data originally given the Publishers Information Bureau by all ithe networks. 
Figured in ihe totals are the gross billings prior to agency and other deductions 


of NBC's red and blue loops, CRS and Mutual, or four networks in ail, 





Community Sing Contest Gives Sponsor 
Strong Local Appeal at Little Cost 


San Antonio, Aug. 1. | WNEW SET WITH AFRA 


Liberty Mills of San Antonio Is 
sponsoring a choir contest over] First ef Lecal New York Stations to 
WOAI each Sunday which may stack Sign with Union 
up as one of the best local program —_—— 
ideas of the season for the country Though details of the contract are 
at large, Stunt involves very little } unknown, WNEW, N. Y., is the first 
expense to the sponsor yet provides | of the Class B stations in New York 
an ideal attention-getting appeal to|to signature an American Federation 
24 towns and villages in this sector.|of Radio Actors pact. AFRA recent- 
The various communities whip up/ly started the work of enlisting the 
enthusiasm by first staging their| various indies in the met area and 
own eliminations and then sending | WNEW had, along with WMCA and 











the best aggregation to San Antonio WHN, been classed as ‘B’ outiets and 
Lesser ‘C’ | 


lunch | were the first aimed at. 
checks. transmitters, of which there are 
Groups are limited to 15 voices,| many more, will follow. WMCA and 
ehurch music, and appear in com-! WHN have not yet signed. 
petition two per program for 24| 
weeks. Final two broadcasts will be 
for the grand prize. Solo stuff is 
strictly prohibited as are choirs 
from San Antonio itself. 
Otto Wick, Julius Ehrlich, Troy | a ae F? 


Cambell and Oscar Fox, personalities ' 5 re . : =e 
in local musie circles, are the judges. Robson Will Boss ‘Town Ps 
Tiny Ruffner Quits R&R 


on their own gasoline and 


plications for membership to AFRA 
from those on the station's staff who 
were not members. 


San Antonio itself may be one of | 


the most church-serviced radio 

towns in the country. Sunday morn- William Robson, CBS director, has 
ing on the four local stations is; joined Ruthrauff & Ryan for assign- 
given over to a wide variety of; ment in Hollywood as director on 


denominations and from 11 to 12 its | 
church or nothing on the air. 
At 10:30 KTSA has the Mormons 


Edward G. Robinson sans Claire 
Trevor who did not renew as Lorelei. 


via CBS from Salt Lake & ly. At 11 Tiny Ruffner. as expecte d. last 
the Presbyterians are on WOAT| week resigned from Ruthrauff & | 
while KABC has the Baptists and| Ryan where he had a v.p. tag. Ruf?- 
KTSA the network ‘Church of the | ner will stay west if possible, being 


Air’ program. At 11:30 latter sta- 

tion shifts the local Travis Park : 
. sry to the | = T - ‘ | Bill Betts continues unaffected as 

Methodist church while simultane- aie ot & & Ss Geteweed a 

, . } . } a : s olly ) rf 

ously KMAC goes into the Central | ™4"6 sites 

Christi al fice. 

“hristian church. 

Christian Science, Highlights of | 
the Bible, Denver Heights Church of 
Christ, Business Men's Bible Class, 
Taylor Tabernacle and ‘The Gospel 
Singer’ are other religious programs | 
heard over the air here. 


WELI Now Full Time 


| an adopted coast guard by now. 


WLW Hillbillies Booked 
Cincinnati, Aug. 1 

WLW’'s Boone County Jamboree, 

hillbilly troupe, booked for 17 state 

|and county fairs during August and 

| September, by George C. Biggar, the 


|station’s rural program supervisor 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
' 


| 


WNEW’s signing brought many ap- , 


the Lever ‘Big Town’ program with | 








BONEBRAKE’S IDEA 


| 

Prepeses Stations Form Niitiaaia | 
Radio Package’ t 

an } 

Oklahoma City, Aug. 1. | 

A new radio sales unit is being | 
projected for the southwest by M. | 
H. Bonebrake, manager of KOCY, | 
here, and other small independent 
station managers and owners in the 
area. The pian calls for setting up 
of an organization to merchandise 
these southwestern stations as the 
‘Southwest Radio Package’ in quest 
of national business which in the 
past has been too expensive for 
either the stations or representatives 
to handle in connection with smaller 
outlets. 

Invited by Bonebrake to partici- 
pate in the plan have been the fol- 
lowing stations: WRR, Dallas; KFJZ, 
Fort Worth; KXYX, Houston; KABC, 
KMAC, KONO, in San Antonio; 
KLUF, Galveston; KOME, Tulsa; 
KRMD, Shreveport; KGHI, Little 
Rock, and KRIC, Beaumont. 

Set-up would be purely for promo- ! 


tional and merchandising purposes. | 
‘ 


Biggar Heads WLW Dept; 
Vinson, Pauline Hopkins 
Leave for New York City 











Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 


George C. Biggar, WLW rura! pro- 
| gram supervisor, became the station’s 
| program director Monday (31), re- 
| placing Owen Vinson, resigned. Lat- 
|ter’s assistant, Felix D. Adams, Jr., 


McNinch Resrets Failure to Achieve : 
Streamlining of Radio Regulation 


Rolling On 


San Antonio, Aug. 1. 
One of the prizes of the Aztec 
Furniture Co.’s amateur program 
over KMAC is an automobile. It 
is glowingly described as the 
glad-chariot in which the winner 
(of the local eliminations) can: 
‘Drive to New York for a 
chance on the Major Bowes pro- 
gram.’ 





Washington, Aug. }. 

Another public-ownership advocate 
goes on the FCC, assuming the chair- 
manship in the near future, as the 
result of the long-forecast resig- 
nation of Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch. Effective Sept. 1, James L. 
Fly, now general counsel of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, be- 
comes the fifth new member of the 
radio regulatory body since its crea- 
tion in 1934. 

Anticipated retirement of Me- 
Ninch — predicted exclusively in 
ECHO VARIETY seven weeks ago—became 

a reality Thursday (27) when Pres- 

Brooklyn Chop Suey Mix-Up Not, ident Roosevelt sent to the senaie 
Yet Over—Up Again Oct. 19 the nomination of Fly, a 41-year-old 
fighter of the ‘power trust.’ He will 
serve the remainder of McNinch’s 

Still another argument in the long- : term, which expires July 1, 1942. 
fought Brooklyn cases is planned by | Originally expected to clean house 
the FCC. After several years of , 2nd put the FCC on an even kee! 
rowing, the regulators want attor-| Within a year, McNinch’s letter of 
neys to go over the matter again on! Tesignation at the end of not quite 
Oct. 19. | two years at the helm explained in- 

Questions currently pendin are | ability to end the scandals, come 
applications for enti | ~ son of | Piaints, and delays which _have 
WLTH and WARD, which the Com- characterized regulation of radio for 
mish once proposed to delete, and|%&27S was due to several factors. 
the plea of WBBC for the facilities Chief of them are insufficient per- 
of these outlets. Succession of hear- sonnel and ‘inadequate framework’ 
ings, arguments, and decisions has | Of the five-year-old Communications 
kept the matter before the FCC | “*°" 
since its inception in 1934. Case was; 1m his request to be relieved, made 




















Washington, Aug. 1. 








also resigned to join KMBC, Kansas 
City, as program director. 

Vinson and his wife, Pauline Hop- 
kins, writer-actress, are leaving to 
script and produce programs on their 
;}own. Probably in New York with 
| Transamerican. Miss Hopkins au- 
thored and acted in the Mad Hatter- 
fields series, sponsored by Horlick’s 
and off the air for the summer, and 


| also writes the ‘Midstream’ serial on | 
NBC Red for Procter & Gamble’s | 


| Teel, originating in Chicago. 

Harold Carr was moved up from 
| director to production manager of 
| Crosley’s WLW-WSALI staff. 





More FCC Lawyers 





Washington, Aug. 1. 


New group of attorneys admitted to | 


practice before the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission last week in- 
cluded the following: 

John Todd Dootson, Frederick P. 


Lee, Cliester C. Ward and Thomas | 
| Winfield Wilson, Washington, D. C.:} 


Ambrose Gherini and Pier Gherini, 
San Francisco; Gordon Burt Affleck, 
Salt Lake City, Samuel C. Braucher, 
Harrisburg. Pa.; Charles T. Balcoff, 
| Madison, Wis., and Carl J. Burke, 
Pittston. Pa. 


Inside Stuff—Radio = 5 


a Ww 


Instead 
with General Electric, resuming over 
idea for distinguished femmes will 


the basie ‘Hour of Charm’ music by Spitalny’s 
'a 30-minute show, despite the billing), and will salute notable women 
} who have made significant contributions. For instance, Carrie Jacobs- 


Bond, whose ‘I Love You Truly,’ ‘End 


ing for You,’ are immortal lovesongs authored by her, will be 


guester. 
It was Spitalny’s idea, whereupon 


of a suecessor to Dorothy Thompson on Phil Spitalny’s 


initiated while the old Radio Com- | public Friday (28), McNinch ad- 
mission was stil] doing business. ; mitted he had expected to wind up 





. | he agreed to try and reorganize the 
| | Commish so it would ‘function more 


‘Andrew Haley Forms | speedily and more uniformly and 
a ze | more nearly to our satisfaction.’ 
| Law Firm With Another | After digging in, however, he found 
| : |the chore ‘so fraught with prob- 
lems, and difficulties and the Com- 
FCC Alumnus, Pierson | <*:,2 so disunited that not until 
perestg |now have I felt justified in respect- 
|fully requesting you to release me.’ 
He also informed the President he 
does not fee] he could do much more 
without staying indefinitely. 

While changes in procedure and 
personnel—obviousily a reference to 
scrapping the divisions and examin- 
ing department and the 1938 purge 
| —have resulted in more eficiency, 
|ex-FCC barrister, and set up firm of | McNinch advised Roosevelt. 

As has been known for many 
‘months, McNinch’s health was such 
{that he felt it necessary to give up 
the ‘onerous burden.’ After having 


| ‘his job much earlier when in 1937 
| 


Washington, Aug. 1. 
Another defection from the FCC} 
| legal staff is the resignation, effec- | 
itive today (Tuesday) of Andrew G. 
| Haley, author of many articles on 


| radio law. He'll enter private prac- 


| tice with Theodore Pierson, another 


| Haley and Pierson. 
| During six years’ service with the 
| FCC and predecessor FRC, Haley 


} serv in many capacities, finally | : 
ed ae 6Sapeet y spent two months away from the 
becoming senior attorney. Lately r 


Pe ‘sii tae ; | job last summer, he has been ili and 
had charge of appellate court work |} wei : 
; ; convalescing now for eight weeks, 
and before was at various times|_,, 
: , . | although he was expected to resume 
head of the complaints and investi- | ,, x ne “igen a a , 
Se P ; the driver’s seat early in July after 
gations section, chief of the de-/, .; sip ai 
é being discharged from a Philadel- 
;} cisions section, and in the common 1: 4, 
| ide eae ; phia hospital. 
}carrier (telephone and _ telegraph) r : : — 
jae ; ay airs New member, who probably will 
wing. Pierson used to be chief of', os h > ; 
ay ; be designated by the President to 
; Mail and Files and was boss of the, ; sl ee oh . 
Pps take the chairmanship when Me- 
pia Ninch leaves officially, has been in 
government service the last 10 years 
ith the Justice Department 
tant attorney general 
antitrust matiers for 
After the New Deal 
launched, he 
power cases, 


renewal 1934 as 
NBC Sept. 17, an ‘achiever it award’ | being” 
NBC Sep /, an achievement aware being 

g 


be essayed. Will be a postscript to | py,. 
all-girl band (actually only | 


sh docket 


everal years. 
specialized in 
moving to the TVA in 
general solicitor and later 
boosted to general counsel. 
directed numerous’ defenses 
against the attacks of privately- 
owned utilities seeking to handcuff 
the power program. Background 
includes Naval Academy and Har- 
vard Law Schos! education and pri- 
vate legal practice in New York 
Fly was approved Tuesday by the 


of a Perfect Day’ and ‘Just A-Weary- 
the first 


G.E.—which manufactures mazdas— 


unearthed that the frosted bulb idea, which is easy on the eyes, was per- Senat itt t tat 
— . eenate comm! n i erstace ‘OmMm- 
lected in G.E. labs by a woman. a Sn on me ae 
7 merce which has jurisdictior Phere 
. P , ‘ vill be rearing 
John Shepard, 3rd, president of the Yankee and Colonial Nets, is goins will be no hearings. 
into the radio receiver business as a result of the opening of the frequency 7 


modulation transmitter (W1OXJ) in Paxton, Mass., near Worcester. Latte1 


is now carrying Colonial and Mutual 


hows with a potential listening audi- 


Doc Schneider Tenting 


} ence estimated to be 5,000,000, but actually no listeners since conventional Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 1. 
sets cannot receive the non-static stuff | Doc Schneider, who with his Tex- 
About Aug. 10 Shepard will launch a ‘Yankee’ set, to retail at $200 and ans had been broadcasting over 
to receive all radio bands. GE will have a similar model at $225 and’ WFBC. Greenville. S. C.. under aus- 


Ty ° . 
WE New Haven, Aug. 1. i Dates in Ohis, Hlinois, Indiana, 
‘ Lt iin full time this week Michigan, Pennsylvania, West Vir- 
$30 kilocycles New transmitter at | .;.;. Virginia and Kentucky 
Hamden went into service Sunday. ; 
Station will go along independent-|__ Talent includes Lazy Jim Day, 
joa 5 ne 7a , ; 
a . ar Helen Diller, Lafe Harkness, Kenny 


ly pending network negotiations. | 
Talks with CBS, recently in market | Carlson, F% id 
for southern Connecticut vent, prac- Drifting Peeneees, 
tically halted several months ago Denny. 

when system took on WBRY, Water- 
bury-New Haven. 


Pa and Ma McCormick, 
Judy Del! and 





WNAX Man on the Wing 
Charles Worcester, farm service 
director of WNAX, Yankton, S. D., 
last week attended the annual meet- 
Mg of agricultural colleg: editors 
at Purdue University, 


mg at Hot Springs, S. D. 

To cover the widely 
Sessions on successive days, he used 
a plane piloted and owned by Jack 
Towers, extension radio specialist of 


| newspaper 
,; granted Wednesday (26) to 


1 Lafayette, | 
n : - 5 OB) Bag ° 
d., and the National Grange meet nigh frequency station. 


oadecasts will be! 
separated broadc ; 


South Dakota State College, Brook- | 


ngs, S. D 


NEWS-WFAA IN FACSIMILE 

Dallas, Aug. 1. 
to operate ine first 
facsimile broadcasting 
station south of St. Lous was 
WFAA 
(News). New station will be oper- 
ated through W5XD, WFAA’s ulira- 


Permission 


Experimental 
started as soon as transmitting and 


receiving equipment is received. 
RCA method will be used. 

Nearest similar outlet is that of 
The Post-Dispatch in St. Louis. 


Stromberg Carlson at $375. 


Giit of 1,000 shares Columbia Broadcasting System Class A stock. from 
Samuel Paley to an unknown recipient, revealed in the May report of the 


Securities & Exchange Commissio 


| retained 11,000 shares of the same class of stock, following the May 31 
Also listed as holding 23,000 shares of CBS Class B. 


transfer. 


pices of Coca-Cola, is back in the 
North with a tent show. Schneider 
currently is playing in WGY terri- 
tory, although he does not air via 
the Schenectady station, as he did 
while trouping under canvas for sev- 
eral summers. 


n issued recently. CBS director 


| Only other radio stock recording concerned Frank E. Mullen, recently 
elected vice prez of Radio Corporation of America. Showed that the 
RCA’er held no equity securities in the outfit at the time of his appoint- 
| ment. 





George W. Henyan, for nine years sales manager of General Electric’s 


radio department at Schenectady, has been named manager of the trans- | 


mitter and tube sales divisions in the recently organized radio and tele- 
vision department, 

John Shepard, 3rd, has given publicity to the Yankee-Colonial networks 
adherence to the new N.A.B. program code by asserting that all future 
time contracts of both are subject to harmony with the verboten list. 


New Masses magazine is peeved at Father Coughlin’ emarks Sunday 
30) and is demanding equal opportunity to answer him on same 


tations 


This year Schneider has a second 
tenter out, in Southern territory. 
Ollie and Eleanor, of his radio gang 
head the No. 2 show. 





Judson LaHaye Promoted 
Bridgeport, Aug. 1. 

Judson LaHaye, program and 
publicity airector of WICC, becomes 
manager of station’s New Haven 
branch, succeeding Malcolm Parker, 
new manager of WEAN, Providence. 

Florence Ballou, secretary and as- 
istant to LaHaye, moves to program 
ind publicity desk 


TUR Paget art 
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From the Production Centers A 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... SPONSOR!" 


Guatemala government has traded in a German shortwave program (too | ° . 
much propaganda) for the Radio City Music Hall program from NBC... . | WFEBR, in Baltimore, 


A. Llopis de Olivares dubs in Spanish lingo in an off-the-air recording } 


. Niles Trammel absent for three weeks’ vacation. ... has 5 top-notch local 


_ . . . . } 
Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt will take over the emcee and interview duties of 








Sa ee 





J 
Dave Elman on the latter's Hobby Lobby show on NBC tonight (Wednes- shows ripe for 
day). He's on vacation....Barry Gray, formerly of KGFJ, Los Angeles, ° 
added to WMCA, N. Y., announcing staff....Joe O’Brien, sports announcer sponsorship. 


of WMCA last week facetiously offered a corduroy-covered fur-lined foun- 
tain pen to any listener tearing off the top of a radio and sending it in 
Southern practical joker did just that with set makers’ label still attached. Fa 

Ruth Adams Knight back from the Coast and at her Redding Ridg 
(Conn.) home....Daniel Wolf, composer-pianist, and Lillian Clark, oper- 
atic soprano, teaming for a recital ‘series over WQRX....Lawrence Tibbett RAYMOND TOMPKINS 
' back from the Coast and summering on his farm 

Erik Barnouw, instructor of radio in the Columbia University extension 
school, has ored ‘Handbook of Radio Writing,’ whic uittle “OW , 

he as auth yred ‘Hank ok « dic ri ; hich Little, Bre wn larly popular in Maryland because 
will publish in the fall. ... Merrill and Muriel Denison have gone to their f his backeround of Balti 
summer place at Bon Echo, Ontario. ... Julian Funt is at Bushkill, Pa.| © S background of baltimore 
‘for the summer. ... John T. W. Martin has left B., B., D. & O. and is now| Mewspaper work. His treatment 
free-lancing. ... Vera Oldham, who recently came to New York from the | of the news is interesting, impar- 
Coast, is scripting ‘The Parker Family’ for Woodbury. ... Ed Wolf directs| tial and penetrating. Available 
it.... Knowles Entrikin is scripting ‘Big Sister’ at his place at West Brattle-| for 15 minute programs, three 
boro, Vt. ... Peggy Scheuermann, of the Radio Writers Guild, leaves in a times weekly. Price: Time charge 
Pour raake , Iah-: ane wanrnat ° 
few weeks for a Bahamas vacation. plus $100 weekly (net). 

Don Becker of Transamerican back this week from Europe. ... Clay | 
Morgan’s wife off to Copenhagen... he'll meet her later in Paris... i 
Jim Tyler went deep-fishing as a CBS company party assignment, and 
is repeating because he liked it.... Ray Dady of KWK, St. Louis, in town. 
| Charlotte Buchwald, on leave from her regular stint as theatrical com- STUDIO PAR 
mentator over WMCA, New York, is conducting a weekly 15-minute TY 


session of interviews over WICC, Bridgeport, Conn., ballyhooing the | CONDUCTED BY MARTHA ROSS TEMPLE 
Chapel playhouse, Guilford, Conn. ... Her husband, Lewis Harmon, is p.a. 





Nationally Known Commentator 


Raymond Tompkins is particu. 








‘ ° rT >, . ° 
4, Of the theatre. ... George Heller of AFRA has summer home at Croton- Held ry WFBR's Big Studio 
t {| on-Hudson and is commuting to the union's office. . . . Fredda Gibson, Ross with audience capacity of 250. 


Graham and The Norsemen are now repped by Harry Norwood. ... Miss Miss Temple conducts a perfect 

Gibson has appeared with Richard Himber, the Lucky Strike program and| “women’s program” based on 

was on the Ford hour last Sunday (23), Graham is in his fifth year with} beauty—food—and family. The 

he Hello "7 :| Cities Service. program is enlivened by George 
7 


: ‘ Van Dorn’s NBC orchestra, guest 
IN CHICAGO... soloists and visiting celebrities. 
Judy Talbot and Bob Hannon, warblers, on the WGN-Mutual ‘Music | hin igen alent cost: 

Counter’ show. ... Shirley Snyder, 16-year-old daughter of Glenn Snyder, , 

46 ® nd a WLS chieftain, in show biz as dancer with the WLS stage unit now making | 
Good evening this is the 1 tour of Midwest fair dates...WGN closing down its main audience studios | 3 

7 for five weeks and will spruce 'em up a bit. During this time only the | 
Northerners program will have an audience...Roy Shield, NBC music | 


s director here, will conduct Grant Park concert on Aug. 6, at which | ‘‘PROGRAM a? 
ross ey a id urvey. at “| time Joe Emerson and Hymns of All Churches will also appear...Cast 
additions include Hope Summers in Guiding Light, Betty Winkler in Mid- | A new audience - participation 
stream and Jonathan Hale in the Ma Perkins show...Dizzy Dean will program that has not yet been 


a 7 ° rr 
. appear, not as actor, on the First Nighter program on Aug. 4 In con- named. Held in WFBR’s Big 
program are you iS ening 0 nection with baseball playlet. Studio with of 


| 
, . , audience 250, 
Harold Betts, who is ‘Doggy Dan’ for Red Heart dog food, has another! | Famous scene from history or 








Seq eee Seg ey 


es 


oe 


13-week renewal. 


at this time ry 79 Jack Snodgrass new time buyer at Sherman K. Ellis agency. 
4 | : : 
IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Glan Heisch, program manager for KFI-KECA, lining up schedule for 





literature is dramatized; listeners 
selected from audience have to 


—_—- 


|; guess ‘‘Who— Where —and— 
| When?” Cash prize for right 
| answer; if wrong answer is given, 
| cash carries over to next question, 





Paws are jeep oa : 
“A Fae? 9 | NBC pageboys telling announcing aspirations to Dick Roach, news editor | building up jackpot and me 
t mos ni i y. 9f KTAR, Phoenix, Ariz., who's here auditioning for spot on his station | terest. Live talent dramatization, 
_... Matt Barr, NBC Press Dept., back from vacation ,... his assistant Nell with George Van Dorn’s 14 piece 
if Cleary is hospitalizing suffering from relapse from recent operation. Karl NBC orchestra. Half hour show 
; Schullinger, producing Kay Kyser show for Lord & Thomas, regaining for nightime or Sunday afternoon, 
H his land legs after seven weeks commuting between Catalina and Frisco | Talent cost $130. Prize cost $30. 
4 44 bh ....Ken Carpenter, bad boy of the Kraft Music Hall, denied right to play | 
. Oh with chimes while bedded at Cedars of Lebanon recovering from appen- | 
2 dectomy....Radio row still second-guessing on which femme will do} 
Lorelei on Edward G. Robinson's Big Town this fall Al Span, sound 


effect head at KNX, debuts as producer on new summer sustainer, Orrin 


Tucker and His Tea Timers, Saturday show from the Cocoanut Grove.... YOUTH AND THE WorRLD 


Carl Stanton of Lord & Thomas lining up dramatic baritones for new show 


| idea to be offered Union Oil....Mario Chamlee does Don Jose in ‘Carmen’ Through cooperation of the 
for audition next month....Don Wilson and Charlie Smith, both heavy-| Baltimore YMCA, a membership 
weights, needed extra poundage Tuesday while judging beauty contest at of 1500 boys is available for a 





Lake Arrowhead. 


Pea ta de 8 & ok dd i ok 


nucleus of a show dedicated to and 
| produced by YOUTH! Brent 


=v ee 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . Snag AE cng 
: Joseph Imbrogulio’s NBC orches- 
Gladys Cronkhite, vacashing in the high Sierras, is continuing her ‘In- : 
} 


n handled 1il Hanna has a| 
h new Sunday night spot over the Coast NBC-Blue web with Edna Fischer 
. ; 


at the piano yuarter-hour program is called ‘Mr. Nobody Joh aa é 
hha Tenth y Wolfe and Clarence Haves bring their ‘Jingletown Gazette’ back to the FU MANCHU”! 
; ear air over KPO starting Aug. 14, with the Clara-Cal Cr 


SS SSS See 


"| ternational Kitchen’ program ‘on KPO while she’s away by means of let- tra puts — = fast and furious 
ers read by annourcers. She reports at the studios Aug. 8....Bill Baldwin half-hour show. Production and 
has left the KSFO staff to become publicity director and announcer fo1 talent cost: $100 per broadcast. 
the roller derby which shifts from Oakland to the Civie Auditorium here 
Aug. 3. Tom Breneman has taken over the Gallenkamn Shoe ‘Exposition | 
Reporter’ broadcasts which Baldw I Tenor P} h S| 





Kd Peta Aad tea eras samery Co. footing A hair-raising thriller of the 
- the bill six mornings a week Carlos W. Huntingon, formerly with KYA, a ah . , 
bu ee * bs Re. : air! That famous character of 
Pa @ has a new weekly paint company commercial entitled ‘Spic and Span’ ove! Sax Rohr Pa ahaa magnates 

pil KSAN ..Tom Jones will pinch-hit for George G bson Davis on his ‘Morn- oe ” _— fig peepee. the insidious 
t ing Inspirations’ program over KYA while Davis vacashes in Alaska. . Doctor FU MANCHU, comes to 
t Sponsored by Musical director Don Kaye of KYA was considerably embarrassed re-| the airways in 39 thrilling 15 
+ cently when an Oakland man of similar name was jailed on a grand theft minute episodes. A ready-madd@ 
i | charge Kaye is still explaining to friends who read the newspaper| audience of Fu Manchu fans is 
: ANACIN iskacnio | anxious to tune in! 15 minutes— 
: ~~ | § times weekly. Transcriptions: 
" . oF . . . 

: oD per pl n 

: KTBC. Austin, Due Aug. 3 LEWISTON, MAINE, REVISES *°° Per program. 

9 > es : 

~ Guy Ladouceur Promoted at WCOV 

MW 


San Antonio, Aug. 1 ; : 
naw oF : 7 tii —Also Elde . Sh . . 
Taking the air on July 25 for a ee ee ee 


a , ; — 

a Blue Netwo rk series of trial broadcasts, station ; 
a Lewiston, Me., Aug. 1. 
cE 


KTBC, new 1,000 watt radio station 


at Austin will formally open Aug. 3 Shakeup at WCOU, local affiliate | 
CD é . 7 | ; 
4 7 PM EDST Plans for opening day are being Of Mutual and NBC, has brought SS 









































* completed by Dick Watts, station Several staff changes. Guy Ladou- 
é manager. Some 15 Texas stations ceur, formerly sales manager, is now 
| are recording salutes and marking Station manager, replacing Bernard 
: te.) them for use on the ceremonial pro- ,R. Howe, and Elden T, Shute, Jr.,| 
: gram. | formerly an announcer, is produc- 
4 . ‘ ° H « . ; 
f 4; Station is at present on share-time | tlon manager in place of Roger WATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES > 
and licensed on 1,120 kilocycles for Levenson. pw. TRY & CO. = 
+ Blackett-Sample & Hummert, Inc. |) i33.jiconscd. 22120 Riocyeles tor eee oy. former oot - 
“ 3 day 1e operation only il Alex- John Libby, formerly announcer 
will share spieling duties with | of sports events, has been added to |} 
2 RPE GRE RRP PP fa bb Ret Spit SSE iF ae Ee) iE EERE) Rite aaa fatts. 








the regular mike staff. j 
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Lasky of KSFO, San Francisco, 
Chides Health Groups for Inept 
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Use of Their Air Opportunities 


San Francisco, Aug. ! 

Belief that organized groups pre- 
senting health programs on the ait 
have missed their mark to a great 
extent, and that medical ethics has 
hampered valuable and constructive 
work, was expressed by Manager 
Philip J. Lasky of KSFO in a talk 
last week before a meeting of the 
Western Branch of the American 
in Oakland. Lasky voiced the per- 
sonal opinion that of all the educa- 
tional programs on the air, health 


| specialized training before seeking 


subjects are the least represented, | 


and that, in the main, groups which 
have broadcast health programs 


have conducted publicity campaigns | 


for themselves, instead of 
ing people how to live better 
cleaner, and how to avoid disease 

He deplored the fact that trained 
doctors, who are best qualified to 
conduct and supervise health educa- 
tional programs, are not permitted 
to become active unless anonymous- 
ly and under restricted circum- 
stances, usually under the domina- 
tion of the medical societies. Only 
a few, Lasky said, have risked the 
displeasure and ostracism of organ- 
ized medicine to do outstanding 
work in radio. 


instructe- | 


| 


‘Health education on the air can- | 


not be founded upon an occasional 
talk or lecture,’ the KSFO manage: 
told his audience. ‘It must be 


built | 














No change in programming or 
policy. Better service to Mat- 
ropolitan New York including 
its 6,982,635 foreign citizens 








1000 ns aro wart WINX tons 


| 


| dicated his willingness at an initial 


| splelers 
|} ACA, 
| group expires Oct. 1. 


upon a well developed platform, 
jirected by capable and trained peo- 
ple, who have the blessing and back- | 


| 

| 

! 

organized medicine. | 


ng of 
Lasky stressed the importance of | 
fully understanding the need for | 


to broadcast, and suggested that the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters’ booklet, ‘How to Use Radio,’ | 
he studied. He emphasized the im- 
portance of quality, rather than 
quantity, in radio educational pro- | 
grams because of the tremendous | 
amount of competition for the listen- | 
ers’ attention. 

Said Lasky: ‘The listener is hard- 
yoiled. Because a talk on preventa- 
tive medicine is announced, is no 
reason why he will listen. There are 
too many other things on the air 
Your presentation can be made com- 
petitive, if you will make a profes- 
sional production of it. Make it an 
important part of your work instead 
of a sideline. This may take money, 
but if radio is important to your 
work, then money should be found 
for it, just as it is for other activi- 
ties. Remember, the time will be 
sladly donated by the broadcasters.’ 


S 


Labor Board Will Look 
Into CIO vs. KYW, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

National Labor Relations Board 
last week ordered a formal hearing 
on complaint of the American Com- 
munications Association, CIO, 
against Westinghouse Electric in re- 
gard to a contract for panelman at 
KYW. ACA maintains that West- 
inghouse refuses to bargain collec- 
tively in the spirit of the Wagnei 
act 

Dr. Leon Levy, prez of WCAU, in- 





meeting with ACA reps to accept a 
joint contract for dial twiddlers and 
Latter just joined the 
while termer of the former 


Beaumont Laboratories has con- 
tracted for 15 spots per week for 22 
weeks on WMCA, N. Y., starting | 


Oct. 16 and continuing through to| 
March 15, 1940. Four-Way Tablets | 
is the product. H. W. ae | 
agency, 


Collapse at 90 Degrees 





Boston, Aug. 1. 
If it's 90 degrees hot with 35% 
humidity NBC’s WBZ staff gets 
off and only a skeleton crew has 
to suffer. 
Previous threshold of collapse 
wus 95 degrees. 


SUNKIST’S COAST SHOW 
UNDER JIM FONDA 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
It will be a new Hollywood show 
on CBS in late October for the Sun- 








kist account. That much has been | 
set since last week. Also that Jim 
Fonda will produce for Lord &| 
Thomas. 


Program formula still not set. 


KABC’s New Directorate 


San Antonio, Aug. 1. 
At meeting of stockholders of 
KABC, R. Early Willson, former 


vice-president, was elected president | 


of the company. He's principal 
stockholder and replaces Henry Lee 
Taylor, 
to Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt. 
new stockholders include Elliott 
Roosevelt, Harry Hutchinson, vice- 
president of the network; Charles 
F. Roeser and Sid Richardson. 

Officers 
ing Co. now are: Roeser, v.p.; Roose- 
velt, treasurer; Hutchinson, secre- 
tary. These and Willson comprise 
the directorate. 

Station personnel will remain the 
same with Cliff Tatom continuing as 
manager, Station is asking for in- 
crease in power to 5,000 daytime and 
1000 watts nighttime and a new 
frequency of 630. 


Lum & Abner Educate 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Chester Lauck and Norris Goff 
(Lum and Abner) are vacationing in 
Pine Ridge, Ark. 
twang 
They return their rural dialect to 
CBS in September. 





Fletchner Wants $150 
Dallas, Aug. 1. 
Fred Flietchner, WRR employee 
who uncuccessfully sought the post 
of station manager of the Dallas 
municipal-owned outlet recently, 


| filed suit with the city Wednesday 


(26), seeking $150 back pay. 
Suit alleges Fletchner 
charged without reason. 


was lS- 











Gets Advertisers 


INSIDE 
This Rich Market! 


& 


@ In a market of 219,007 people who spend nearly 
$54,000,000 a year in theic retail stores . 2. a 


market walled in by mountains, isolated by miles, 


No one knows 


that no outside station has found a way to pierce 


effectively ... KVOR is a ceal human personality, 


an entertainer, educator, informer 


The important and intimat 


in the everyday lives of these 219,007 persons has 


made it the most effective and persuasive influence 


in Southern Colorado on 


e pact KVOR plays 


then 


and adviser, 


AFFILIATED. W 

AND THe: OKI 

buying habits. REPRESENTED 
Po 


machinery to work for them so far in 


C BS—]1.000. Watts 








this better than the 125 local 


sponsors who have put KVOR’s men, methods and 


1939, 


KVOR CHieals Springs 


Full Time 


OKLAHOMA’ Crry 
PunbisHenc. Company 
Katz AcENcy. Ine. 


itH WRY, 
{HOMA 
By “Dent 


acs SF FY 


Taylor’s stock has been sold | 
Other | 


of the Alamo Broadcast- | 


Recharging their | 





New Orleans Stations Doubt Court 
Has Right to Sweepingly Forbid 


SS 


All Grand J ury News Mentions 


| 
New Orleans, Aug. 1. 
Threat by Federal 

; hold radio stations and 
i} in contempt of court if they men- 
| tioned the names of any witnesses 
summoned before Grand Jury 
| stirred up much discussion here last 


attorneys to 


{in itself illegal and amounted to an 
attempt to impose censorship. Tra- 
ditionally, the right of newspapers 
to say ‘soandso was today sum- 
moned to testify before the grand 
| jury’ hag been accepted, although 
what goes on inside the grand jury 
room ig never privileged. In this 
case the case at issue is the Louisiana 
political corruption investigation. It’s 
hot news here. 

| A meeting was called Friday (28), 
at which Federal attorney Rene A. 
Vioseca laid down the principle that 
| nothing must be printed or broad- 





| cast on penalty of contempt 
ceedings. When queried by 
VaRIETY’s reporter he denied any de- 
sire to impose ‘censorship,’ saying it 
was entirely a matter of preserving 
jury secrecy. 

What Started It 


The conference was a result of use 


newspapers | 


| week as to whether the threat was) 


inews 


pro- | 


were represented at the meeting Fri. 
day except WSMB. Harold Wheels. 
han, of the latter station, walked 
out on the conference before it was 
even started, saying ‘I walted 15 
minutes for Mr, Viosca. My time is 
too valuable.’ 

Headlining by the local papers of 
Viosca’s statement condemning what 
he termed ‘offenders,’—radio sta. 
tions WDSU and WWL—apparently 
did radio here more good than harm 
Virtually the whole town was talk. 
ing about how the papers admitted 
the radio broadcast a news item 12 
to 15 hours ahead of them. 


Viosca’s statement specifically 
named WDSU and WWL and two 
services as having sent out 
the story. He failed, however, +t» 
mention WNOE, owned by siate 
senator James A. Noe, which carried 
the identical story as did WWL 

Radio station operators accepted 
the ruling, but apparently with a 
grain of salt. They, as well as out- 
of-town newsmen, question the Fed. 
eral judge’s authority to control usa 
of quotations of persons miles away 


| from the Federal building and grand 


this week by three New Orleans, 


radio stations of the fact that Wil- 
liam Rankin, resigned conservation 


fore the jury. Viosca immediately 
hopped on the radio station oper- 


other revelation would result in 
Federal action against offenders. 
The following day, however, he 
himself, revealed that former gover- 
nor Richard W. Leche and J. A. 
| Shaw, head of the minerals division 
lof the conservation department, had 
been called before the inquisitorial 
body. He made this fact known to 
| the newspapers, without informing 
| the radio newsmen, apparently in 
| 
| 
| 


| 


an effort to balance the scoop radio 


scored on the papers with the Ran-| 


kin revelation. 

| Newspapers and radio in New Or- 
leans for years have jumped at 
every opportunity to knife each 
| Other, and this is only one instance 
| where the rivalry in news has 
{reached a peak. Radio has con- 
| sistently scored beat after beat over 
| newspapers, some of them running 
|into hours, during the current 
Loulsiana political graft scandal, 

Accept the Rule 

While the ruling that nothing con- 
cerning proceedings could be pub- 
| lished wag meekly accepted by local 
| dailies simply with a ‘yes sir,’ Ray- 
|mond Daniels, of the New York 
| Times, and Tom Stokes, of the 
| Scripps-Howard syndicate, frankly 
| questioned its legality. 

Viosca refused to cite cases or 
| give any reference to the law upon 
| which the order is based. Instead 
| he referred the 


yuestioning news- 
|men to their attorneys, and an- 
|nounced that similar orders have 
| been upheld by the courts. He an- 


| nounced also that he would gladly 
| welcome a test case if the gentle- 
| men of the press still had any doubts. 
| All radio stations in New Orleans 


commissioner of the state, told re-' 
porters he had been summored be-'| 


jury meeting. 

Although the Federal attorney's 
office took no action in this case 
the incident was apparently 
closed. One station rushed to 
Viosca’s office the day of the first 
order with their attorneys, and an- 


not 


| other was believed preparing with 
ators with a stern warning that an-) 


its legal advisors to fight the ban of 
jury news. 





Waymond Ramsey, former KOMA 
Oklahoma City, manager, and more 
recently with KTOK, has resigned to 
accept an announcing-sports position 
on the staff of KARK, Little Rock 
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...and 350,000 grocers agree, when the 
NBC Pie helps Canada Dry increase sales 23% 


America wakes up on Tuesdavs...the night 
when “Information Pleases.” It was back 


in May, 1938, that “Information Please” 





was first heard as a sustaining program 
over the Blue Network. Alert critics hailed it with de- 
light; fan mail soared; but radio critics —while admit- 
ling its entertainment value — labelled the program 
“too highbrow for commercial use.” Fortunately for 
millions of listeners, Canada Dry thought otherwise and 
so November 15, 1938, saw “Information Please” make 


its bow as a sponsored show. 


Big Boy Blue Blows! 
Starting with a chain of 43 stations, 


Canada Dry found results so favorable 





that the list was increased to 59 sta- 
tions within six months. Here was another program 
that swiftly demonstrated the selling power of the Blue 
Network. During the first seven months of the program 
Canada Dry sales averaged a 9.2% increase over the 
year before, while general grocery sales decreased 
3.5%. For May, 1939 (latest figures on hand), sales 
of Canada Dry products showed a 23% gain over 
May, 1938! No wonder that Big Boy Blue is blowing 


— . ' 
his horn so vigorously! 


Give yourself something to crow about 


Coming in the mail is yourcopy of” America 
V akes Up on Tuesdavs.” the complete 


success story of Canada Dry’s “Informa- 





tion Please.” Watch for it! 

The same great national medium that put the sparkle 
in Canada Dry sales is avilable to you in the NBC 
Blue Network. Its stationsare so strategically located that 


they are able to deliver your program to 95° of all the 


ST 


..not only middle-browe, but “all-brows” towe im 
the Blue, with its programs that reach from | orcening 


te Tin Pan Alley, from Shakespeare to Skits f 


NBC Gz Network 


major market radio families of the commtry—not to NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


mention the cream of the small town and rural audience. gh RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
And if coverage like that doesn’t bow] you over, you'll / 

be absolutely overwhelmed when you find out how little 
it costs to put Big Boy Blue to work for you. A flick of 
the forefinger on the phone will bring an NBC repre- 


sentative with the whole story (and a contract, too). 
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‘MEET THE DIXONS’ 
With Barbara Weeks, 

mark, Charles Dingle 
Serial 
15 Mins. 
FRANCO-AMERICAN SPAGHETTI 
Daily, 9:15 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Love that aspires to matrimony on 
$15 a week is dramatized five times 
a week for Franco-American spa- 
ghetti at 9:15 am. Wesley (Dick 
Widmark ) and Joan (Barbara 
Weeks) are beset with financial em- 
barrassments. Their parents can't 


Dick Wid- 


help, being themselves poor. Wes- | 


ley’s boss (Charles Dingle) is a 
skinflint old bachelor who edits the 
local newspaper. He refuses the 
raise and fires Wesley. 


These elements are easy to under- | 
stand and provoke quick sympathy. | 


It’s laid on thick, but with some 
‘art.’ The situation is obviously one 
with millions of variations in small- 
town, depression-haunted lives all 
over the land. It presupposes that 
many women will weep with the 
daily installments. Show’s nicely 


| PACEMAKER CHRISTENING 
15 Mins. 
N. ¥. CENTRAL R. R. 
Friday, 6:45 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

(Lord & Thomas) 


ample of the frequent 
radio for commercial propaganda. It 
represented a coin wastage by the 
N. Y. Central R. R. and time wasted 
by anybody, except possibly the r.r.’s 
officials—who, with VARIETY’S re- 
viewer, may have remained listening 
for the entire 15 minutes. It was a 
major dose of boredom. 





depot, New York, Friday (28), just 
at the initial departure of the Cen- 
tral’s new 17-hour coach train to 
Chicago. Charles Poletti, Lieutenant- 
Governor of N. Y., acted as dedi- 
eestor. delivering a long-winded 


of small-time oratory. 
thing like ‘...from the rock-bound 
shores of Maine to the golden coast 
...’ plus shouted eulogies of the train 
that sounded hot off an unimagina- 
tive p.a.’s typewriter. 

Then the announcer breathlessly 


set up as to script and John Love-| asked the listeners to hear the crash 


ton’s direction. 
formers make the characters plaus- 
ible. 
Goodness is stressed for the prod- 
uct, a subsidiary of Campbell soup. 
Land. 


CHARLES STOOKEY 
‘The Country Journal’ 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


One more in the farmer-romancing 
series of programs emanating from 
CBS. Stookey is said to be an ex- 
farmer himseli and consciously or 
unconsciously manages to sound like 
he was at home with farmers and 
not a_prefessional network an- 
nouncer. He will hit a different 
community each week. 

First one comprised interviews 
with homefolksy visitors to the 
Cleveland poultry show. Stookey 
made it reasonably interesting. 












COLU 
All youneed inCentral Ohio 


5000warts pay 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 
John Blair 5 Co. Rasrenalaie 


NAN WYNN 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 











Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 





Experienced per- | of 


the champagne bottle on the 
train's prow. There was a pause, 
| then ‘...pop...’ It was as exciting as 

a poetic reading. 

Announcer also stated that such 
sports figures as Lou Gehrig, Jack 
Dempsey and Jockey Don Meade 
were at hand. Dailies the same day 
displayed pictures of Dempsey con- 
valescing in the country with his 
family; Meade was riding that day at 
the Empire City track, in Yonkers. 
Strangely enough, when the an- 





nouncer figured on calling the sports 
celebs to the mike, they were on 
board examining the train and 
couldn’t be reached. An American 
Legion commander, en route to Syra- 
cuse, was one of the layman eulogists 
dragged in by the heels instead. An 
early speaker was Richard E. 
Daugherty, v.p. of N. Y. Central, who 
introduced Poletti. 

| A big ho-hum. Scho. 


GEORGE RAFT 
‘Bulldog Drummond,’ 

| Winkler, Elliott Lewis 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Wednesday, 9 P. M. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Kastor) 

Playing the role of the English 


with Betty 


bocker Playhouse (assisted by Chi- 
cago players, Betty Winkler and El- 
liot Lewis), George Raft wasn’t very 
convincing. Impression was not pri- 
marily the result of Raft’s treatment 
but rather of weak writing. Whole 
thing seemed scripted with a tongue- 


Story concerned the rescue of a 
rich citizen from the hands of a gang 
that was keeping him under the in- 
fluence of dope, meanwhile bleeding 


ability of one. Fare seemed in line 
with usual Drummond films as far 
as basic story went, but hardly 
summed up as an attractive trailer 
for them. Another thing very no- 
ticeable at times was the wide differ- 
ence between the Drummond role 
and Raft’s usual film assignments. 

Story was split into two acts to al- 
low insertion of commercials. In 
this case it broke the continuity and 
made it hard to pick un the thread, 
another fault of the writing. 
BEACH NEWS 
| With William Elliott 
5 Mins. 
BASK 
WICC, Bridgeport 

Sunburn product, Bask, is reaching 
the right market among Connecticut 
shore resorts. 
station announcer-scripter, gathers 
news of events at beaches and puts it 
together into an interesting report of 
tide conditions, water temperatures, 
etc. Three five-minuters are spotted 
Friday evening, Saturday a.m. and 
Saturday night, right times for shore 
addicts. 

Specialized service, and likely to 











get results. Elem. 





This one-shvtver wus another ex- | 
misuse of | 


Action took place in Grand Central | 


speech that contained all the cliches | 
It was some- | 


freelance sleuth for the Knicker- | 


in-cheek attitude and dialog that in-, 
cluded sentences that rang hollow. | 


him of his fortune via the forgery) 


William Elliott, WICC | 








IMPORTANT! 
HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


is now available for new sponsorship. 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


with forty-three consecutive weeks on CBS for Kleenex 
has become daytime radio’s fastest rising—most dynamic 


five-a-weeker. 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


is now a proven, tested program with a large and loyal 
following. 


HER HONOR, NANCY JAMES 


is the best daytime radio buy today. IT would like the 
opportunity of talking to you and telling you why. 


ED. WOLF, Wolf Associates, Radio City, N. Y. 
Mer. “The O’Neills” (Ivory) “Hilltop House” (Palmolive) 








| 
HORACE HEIDT ORCHESTRA 
‘Could Be’ (Game) 
30 Mins, 
TUMS 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York | 
(Stack-Goble) 
Heidt is just back tom an ap- 
pendectomy. Meantime, his program 


ior ‘tums has shifted from a Thurs- | 


day quarter hour tg a Monday halt- 
hour. Program consists of inter- 
mittent orchestral numbers, vocals 
and a re-titled variation of Heidt’'s 
familiar ‘Answers from the Dancers’ 
'as done at the Drake, Chicago, and 
the Biltmore, New York, on Ssus- 
tainers. 

The audience participation part is 
built up into a ‘game’ called ‘Could 
Be’ The tormula for the show is 
as follows: (a) have married couple 
celebrating some occasion 


an amusing reply or get a laugh of 
fect’ which ‘could be’ one of three 
things; (c) have the orchestra play a 
‘musical clue’; (d) if the answer 1s 
correct the winner dips into a treas- 
ure chest, if wrong, he or she walks 
the plank with comedy eilects. ' 
The radio invitation to let Heidt 
know if out-of-towners will be cele- 
bratin® some occasion in Manhattan 
on a Monday night assures plenty of 
| volunteers. He has develoved an in- 
| nocucus semi-facetious style. Mkes 


no effort to exploit visitors’ peculiar- | 


proach that prevents any tinge of | 


smartaleckness. People and ques- 


tions are conservatively hand-nicked. | 


However, the stunt was livelier as 
done Saturday nights from the Bilt- 
more. This may be due to the over- 
cautious sponsor policy on questions. 
| Tends to get tedious and will need 
| thought to breeze it up. 

The several performing members 
of the orchestra, notably Larry Cot- 


= and sticks to a sympatheiie ap- 
} 
} 


work, It all stacks up as a plausible 
way to peddle stomach pills. 
Land. 


‘UNCLE JONATHAN’ 
Orth Bell 
Novelty Travesty 
| 15 Mins. 
| 6:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
This is a gaggy, burlesqued rural 
type of program designed to amuse 





hinterland element, put on by | 


ha 
tas Pere ee ere ie ee)? Se 
Orth Bell, a fugitive from New 
Jersey who does the character of 
Uncle Jonathan and writes his own 
scripts. Initialer of new series, on 
the air Wednesday (26), suggests 
that the new thrice-weekly program 
may catch on, particularly with the 
farmers, even if those laddies of the 
soil these days aren't as hicky as 
they’re painted. 

Voices of the new program are 
in the accepted stage manner, re- 
flecting the farmer with the old 
straw hat, the funny beard and the 
blade of grass in his teeth. Nothing 
at all offensive about the way the 
program is done, however. 

CBS for a year or so now has 
been trying to build up a farmer, 
backwoods following, this program 
being presumably an_ experiment 
further in that direction. In addi- 
tion to gags of the saltier bucolic 
brand, Bell satirizes radio ads, does 
what he ealls the animal poem of 
the week (with music) and, on his 
| first program, a terror poem, TH 


\Tear Up Your Zinnias Tonight, 
| Mayme.’ ‘Hour of the Soul’ is a 


| e 
| burlesque on a soda fountain. 


In addition to writing his own 
| material, Bell does his own produc- 
{tion and sound effects for the pro- 
gram. He is radio-developed. 

Char. 


PERCY FAITH ORCHESTR * 
Pop Music 
30 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
Wednesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 
From Toronto once = week comes 
a half hour of music that ought to 
bring fame to Percy Faith. This 
| Canadian has orchestrations with the 
rive lusciousness of the Kostelanetz- 
| Svitalny-Paige-Gluskin-Gould type. 
Some of his numbers reach a peak 
of sheer shimmer where the listener 
is inclined to stand up and cheer. 
The program is so _ consistently 
first-rate and standout (on a basis 
of several liearings jus‘ to meke sure 
| it was no flash in the pan) that the 
recent action of WOR in canceling 








| ° 
| ball game must go down in the rec- 


| ords as an act of artistic barbarism. 


Land. 

PRESCOTT ROBINSON 
Commentator 
10 Mins.—Local 
BRITISH-AMERICAN OIL 
Daily, Various Times 
CFCF, Montreal 

Peck Robinson, B-A Oil news- | 


caster, has leaped into prominence | 
locally as a distinctive purveyor of! 
Trans-Radio copy. On the air twice| 
daily where other important spon-| 
sored commentators have only a one-| 
time spot, the double-header has 
lifted Robinson into the front line | 
quickly. 

“ormerly an announcer and sus- 
taining news commentator on station 
CFCF, Robinson has a ‘uired a fol- 
lowing since given billing under oil 
sponsor only a fe-7 months ago. 





Has pleasant, natural delivery, | 
|} combined with ability to hichlicht 
significant news items. Mort, 


asked a| 
silly question that’s apt to provoke | 


itself, (b) give a comedy ‘sound ef- | 


ton, break up the game with a little | 


| him out for a mere sponsored base-| 


1939 


—<—<—=s 


Follow-Up Comment 








Erin O’Brien-Moore last Thursday | it sounds like one of those innocu- 
(27) made her first professional ap-|ous German 


| programs that some. 


pearance since she was burned in a/ times seep through the lesser metro. 


cafe accident last winter. She guest-| politan N. Y. stations, tied in with 


ed on the fadeaway Vallee program | Yorkville delicatessen dealers, furnj- 
in a dramatic piece with Shirley | ture stores, tourist agencies, etc., al] 
Booth ‘(currently in ‘The Philadel- | emphasizing the yesteryear gemuet. 
phia Story’ at the Shubert, N. Y.)/lichkeit with which Americans haye 


'and Betty Garde. 


atmosphere and 
| first few moments, then punching 
over a potent situation with a sock 
surprise tag. Scene was a beauty 
parlor, with Miss Garde the gabby 
proprietress, Miss Booth the vain and 
predatory grass widow who jilted the 
former sweetheart of Miss O’Brien- 
Moore, the smouldering employee in 
the shop. 

All three actresses gave sparkling 
, performances, with Miss O'’Brien- 
, Moore eloquently underplaying the 
| vengeful girl, Miss Booth brilliantly 
‘contrasting the comedy and hyster- 
cal fright in the widow role, and Miss 
| Garde catching just the right note of 
| semi-conscious garrulity as the pro- 
prietress. 

Also guesting on the program were 
Alice Marble, tennis champ, and 
Carmen Miranda, Brazilian singer 
currently appearing in ‘Streets of 
| Paris,’ at the Broadhurst, N. Y. Miss 
Marble, who did a guester two years 
ago on the same program, joined Lou 
Holtz and Vallee in some rather in- 
nocuous banter, then offered a dem- 
onstration of her singing (she played 
a nitery date last winter at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y.). Has an 





attractive mike personality, a_ be- | 


guilingly dulcet voice, but apparent- 
ly only a glimmer of an idea how to 
put over a song. Lacks authority, 
rhythm sense or style. Miss Mi- 
| randa is a sizzling tamale with a 
rare knack of making the most of a 
decidedly metallic voice and a sense 
of rhythm, 

Artie Shaw’s band now alone (sans 
Benchley) on 
Tuesdays 








ing his virtuosity on the clarinet. 
Shaw showed lack of experience in 
' the articulation, but zoomed in his 
native musical lingo. Shaw has cre- 
ated a following in his first year. 
Warren Hull, of films, was the m.c. 


and paced the half-hour show nicely. | 


Helen Forrest, Shaw’s regular vocal- 


the Old Gold show | 
has the maestro with a| 
speaking role in addition to display- | 


ist, handled that department expert- | 


ly, while for comedy there was Al 
Bernie, mimic, who was on for his 
third summer guest shot. Knox Man- 
ning’s announcing was professional. 





Betty (Barton) and Buddy 


with their ‘Betty 


| 


It was a powerful | long associated anything Germanic 
bit of writing, skilfully setting the | : 
characters in the 


Wisely, there is no political pap or 
propaganda, letting the charm of 
|yesteryear Viennese and Tyrolean 
;musie work whatever affirmative 
goodwill it may. But in the instance 
of Spain (the mag) and its Peninsula 
News Service, the soft-spoken spieler 
very frankly utilized the time to 
‘irrevocably deny’ the news that 
such-and-such Spanish capitan had 
been ‘purged,’ or some other official 
removed from service by General 
Franco. It goes further by adding 
that while American news services 
‘erroneously’ published the dire fate 
of some Moroccoan commander, he 
was at that very time actually de. 
livering a patriotic speech. 

All of this is much-ado to anybody 
but the Spaniards in America, whom 
the propagandists now want to woo 
back, since they alone, as a class 
would be more familiar with the 
inner political machinations of post- 
war Spain than the average U. S, 
| tuner-inner. To him, however, is 
directed a plea to read ‘Spain’ for 
‘facts, not propaganda,’ and learn 
how the country is fast becoming re- 
constructed; that religious freedom 
exists once more; that the country 
J mag been freed from communism,’ 
etc. 

Anyway, it’s swell Spanish music. 

Duke Ellington may have made a 
good discovery. And like many 
good discoveries, very simple. He's 
cut his volume in half. The result 
over the radio is now termed ‘whis- 
pering swing.’ It suggests wider ap- 
peal beyond those already under 
oath to the indigo cult, of whom 
Ellington has long been archdeacon. 
| The noise element in swine has often 
alienated the older boys and girls, 
| Whose reflexes ain’t what they was. 

It may be a profitable line of ex. 
| ploration for the Duke. 
| He's hearable over WJZ from the 
| Ritz-Carlton, Boston. 








Glen Miller orchestra, originating 
a remote inning of swing from the 
Glen Island (N. Y.) casino over NBC 


| red (WEAF) last Sunday night (30), 


| unleashed 


(Ar- | 
| nold) might take stock of themselves | 
& Buddy’ billing | 


and perhaps be forced to conclude | 


that this adolescent billing is what 


has been keping them WOR-Mutual | 


sustaining so long. 
,something in aé= radio 
| they’re not only very adult in their 
song styles, but quite ultra in the 
choice of their material, phrasing of 
| their special arrangements, and their 
| general showmanship. 

| The surprise is that this team, with 
its obviously painstaking attention to 
every number they do, has been 
twice-a-weeking, sustaining, without 


#eing grabbed up. They do their 
pops in big league manner. They 


embellish them with all sorts of spe- 
cial tricks and niceties (and who- 
|ever is their arranger rates as much 
as B&B for their interpretation) and 
get off their stuff in  sponsor- 
| deservant style. How come? 





Maybe there's | 
name, for} 


Over WHBI, the Hoyt Bros., Inc.,| 


station of Newark, which has been 
ethercasting Rev. Coughlin’s stuff 
ever since WMCA insisted upon first 
seeing the priest’s scripts, comes a 
curious admixture of soothing Span- 
ish music and frank propaganda. 
It’s bankrolled by Peninsula News 
Service, Inc., and shills for (1) Spain, 
a nationalistic tourist mag, with 
plenty of free-copy offers, and (2) 
expounds on Spanish tourism at low 
cost, courteous interpreters, no-tip- 
ping, etc. With it alternates a very 
choice repertoire of waxed Spanish 
| music that is alone arresting 


Casually tuning in on the program 


| some resilient dansapa- 
tion. Has lift, rhythm, distinctive 
arrangements and assured playing. 
But featured five-man sax section 
doesn’t seem all it’s touted on this 
airing while the vocals by Ray 
Eberle and Marion Hutton are sub- 
average. Yet outfit sums up as class. 
Arrangement of ‘Starlit Hour’ was 
the standout of program caught. 








HILDEGARDE 


Making Guest Appear- 
ance on “Summer 
Colony” Program 

WABC, 8 o'clock, EDST, Aug. 3 


Transcriptions 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA_SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 
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Radios Thrilling 





J UME 


pai SEMELIDS 


First hotel engagement—at Ralph Hitz’ 





Belmont-Plaza—just concluded; returning 
to the air August 20th as star of ENNA 
JETTICK MELODIES for Marschalk & 
Pratt, Inc., Sundays $-5.15 P. M. on WEAF 
and 83 Red Network stations. Available 
for one additional program! 


Personal Representative * Frank Cooper 


ROCKWELL.-O'KEEFE 
GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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ord, Nancy Sheridan, Bar- 
ty Leeds, Lowell Gilmore 
80 Mins. 8:30 p.m. 
NBC-RCA, New York . 

ll length play running an hour 
and 20 minutes seemed too much for 
this type of telecast. It was the first 
occasion that the usual NBC-RCA 


i 5 ; . . a4 ance ) i Jé i ; é€ ; 
hour was considerably GRSDOROM. | ones Seeenes tien BS re 4:00-5:00 p.m.—Life Saving | more stiff and unnatural than just ete eee von Sey oe + 
(Televised plays in entirety are not | Space. renc aney, anotner Demonstration, standing up before the lights in the| Vith several but meson 
infrequent in London over the BBC). | n+ gga ae played the maid, orthodox spieling style and talking. | “ th several buts. 
Program was mildly diverting and | While Nancy Sheridan, Barbara Aug. 3 Stowe had a divan to sit upon, a| To begin with, the screen never 


that’s about the rating ‘Hay Fever’ 
always had, the Noel Coward trifle 
however being used considerably in 
stock, although it was hardly a 
Broadway success. For the visio 
presentation there was an all legit 
set-up, cast coming from Broadway, 
while the director, Eddie Sobol, is of 
Max Gordon's legit staff. 

Evidentiy there was little or no 
attempt to cut the script. Perform- 
ance was in three acts, a three min- 
ute intermission between each be- 
ing announced by screen. Only one 
player erred in the lines but all are 
doubtless familiar with the piece 
which is localled in an English coun- 
try home, that of an actress, her 
novelist husband and their grown 
chiidren. ; 

‘Fever’ is a satire on the impolite- 
ness of hosts towards their guests. 
Perhaps something was missed in the 


transition of the play to television | 


useage for that point hardly got 
over, At intermissions there was 
music from ‘Bittersweet’ and ‘The 
Cat and the Fiddle.’ 

One glaring defect was the dress- 
ing. It is expected that of a morn. 
ing, the family and guests would as- 
semble in flannels arid such, yet 
everyone had the same duds then 
as on the evening before and none 
went in for dinner jackets, manda- 
tory in English homes of this class. 

Possibly the time between acts did 
not permit of costume changes or 
there are not requisite dressing 
rooms but if new stage plays are to 
be televised, as proposed, that prob- 
lem should be solved for the bene- 
fit of television and illusion. Seemed, 
too, that some form of descriptive 
matter should accompany telecast 
drama. There was opportunity 
when the intermissions were flashed 
and could easily be shown before the 


| thor, Montgomery Clift as the son 
| and Virginia Campbell the daughter 
are the ill-mannered family, each of 
whom invites a guest to whom none 
pays much attention. While the 
family are engrossed with them- 
| Selves, the exit of the guests was 
}none too well arranged, a likely de- 
|fect blamable on the limited visio 


| Leeds, Lowell Gilmore and Carl 
Harbord completed the cast. Ibee. 


| LUCY MONROE 

| Singer 

| Friday, July 28 

| NBC-RCA, New York 

Lucy Monroe registered a clear- 
cut click on television. She looked 
extremely good; her smile and per- 
sonality matched a voice that was 
distinctly something. A solitary flaw 
was that nobody told her to wear a 
gown that would contrast with the 
background. Her dress did not stand 
out. This same condition was also 
noted when the ballroom dancer, Jo 
Butler, did her stuff later. 

The close-up at the end was a bit 
of a triumph both for Miss Monroe 
and for NBC. Negatively, however, 
it may be asked if any singer should 
| be asked to skip from one song to an- 
other in rapid suggestion without 
| change of pace. The policy of using 
| talent as separate vaudeville acts and 
| then getting on to the next turn is 
{not the best kind of routining. Mix- 
| ing up the specialties and the people 
| seems in order, 


} 





On the high notes, the vibration 
‘from Miss Monroe’s power-backed 
| tonsils shook the 441 lines on the 
; screen. Notable that the throat 
| muscles and mouth formations were 
| free of any tightness or strain under 
| the close scrutiny. She was plenty 
| pear-shaped, Land. 


| ALBERT and JOSEPHINE BUTLER 
| Rhumba 
Friday, July 28 
NBC-RCA, New York 

Man and wife dance instructors 
broke down the rhumba to give a 
squirm-by-squirm idea of 
|makes it dancing. 





what | 





Aug. 2 
12:00 Noon—The_ Storytone, 
new musical instrument. 
12:15—Films, Chevrolet News. 
12:45—George Ross, Broadway 
columnist. 
12:55-1:00—Newscast. 


12:00 Noon—Arnold Constable 
Fashion Show. 

12:15—Films, Chevrolet News. 

12:45—‘Correct coiffures.’ 

12:55-1:00—Newscast. 

8:30-9:30 p.m.—Feature film, 
‘Edge of the World.’ 


Aug. 4 

12:00 Noon—Bernice Allstock, 
songs. 

12:15—Film, ‘Precisely So.’ 

12:45—To be announced. 

12:55-1:00—Newscast. 

4:00-5:00  p.m.—An 
pick-up. 

8:30-9:30 p.m.—Feature film, 
‘My Heart Is Calling,’ with Jan 
Kiepura. 


outside 


Aug. 5 


4:00-5:00 p.m.—Water Ballet at 
Manhattan Beach, 








IREENE WICKER 
Songolog 
Friday, July 28 
NBC-RCA, New York 
Radio’s ‘singing lady’ tele-photo- 
graphs well. She happens, too, to be | 
an okay performer. So her debut got 
over despite the deep corn payoff 
line when the immigrant gir] on Ellis 
Island discovers, after singing sev- 
eral lullabys, that she’s on the tele- 
vision. And is she surprised! 





The general lack of stage manage- 
ment in these NBC tra-la-las also is | 
something. 
end of the bench. A long wooden | 
affair. On the other end, looking as | 


La Wicker sat on one! 


Friday, July 28 
NBC-RCA, New York 
Stowe is a foreign correspondent | 
and probably a good one. But as 
handled before the television icono- 
scope he served not to prove any- 
thing concerning his own value as a | 
commentator, but rather to prove 





that exaggerated ‘informality’ can be | 


table for his notes, a tray for his | 
pipe. And he settled down to amble | 
along and chat liesurely about Dan- | 
zig. That was the main trouble—too | 
much relaxation. 
Public appearances differ from a} 
few friends hashing things over. 
Stowe acted as if he hadn’t any place | 
to go and was willing to spend the | 
evening. His intermittent nervous 
fooling with the pipes and matches 
aggravated the feeling of unneces- | 
sary delay and dawdling in getting to 
the point. When after some 16 min- 
utes he finally completed a some- | 
what labored examination of the | 
background facts on the Polish cor- | 
ridor, he then said: ‘Surely I shall | 
not be expected to venture a predic- 
tion on the outcome.’ It was a case | 
of building up to a letdown. 
Stowe is photogenic and looked | 
good on the RCA mirror as received. 
He opened the Friday night hour. 
He never did get his pipe ignited, but | 
in another few minutes under those | 
scorching television lights it would | 
probably have burst into flame. , 
Land, 





PINKY LEE AND CO. (2) 
Hokum | 
Friday, July 28 | 
NBC-RCA, New York 


It appears that television, like the | 
early cinema, has an affinity for | 
slapstick. The rough - and - ready | 
knockabout of Pinky Lee (girl and | 
man assist him) proved quite amus- | 
ing as painted upon the business end 
of a cathode ray tube. He registered 
most of his standard stage points | 
with pretty steady accuracy in the 
new medium. 

Noticeable that the crazy changes 
of pace and quick, unrelated transi- 


pany 
Monday, July 17 
RBC, London 

This was second time the long-run 
show had been picked up, but the 


first attempt to put it over from first 
curtain to last. Setting aside the 


| show itself (just passing its 1,000th 


picks up a thoroughly clear impres 
sion of the stage setting, and all ele- 
ment of spectacle or color is lacking. 
Again, the lighting, as needs must be 


| from an actual theatre, is spotty, and 


the only way to maintain a reason- 
ably even illumination is to fiddle 
with the knohs of the set, which is a 
distraction, if nothing worse. Sound 
is also sub-normal, as presumably it 
is impossible to lay a network of 
mikes all around the stage so as to 
even out between footlights and up- 
stage; consequence of this is the 
average set must be turned up to an 
overloud pitch fi the viewer wants to 
catch all the dialog. 


Same criticism still remains of a 


| full-length show as was noted when 


first experiment was made last year 
from St. Martin’s theatre—it is too 
long and wearying. Great concen- 
tration is needed to keep the eyes 
glued for two and a half hours on a 
10 by 8-inch picture. Not only do 
the eyes tend to become physically 
tired and sore. but attention is apt to 
wander in the later scenes. 


Shows in this category are praise- 
worthy, but television can perhaps 
never be expected to go ahead witha 
bang so long as monopoly is vested 
in BBC hands. There is no prospect, 
as things are in the U. K., of any 


|competitive program being forth- 


coming for many years, and the 
prospect of only being able to get a 
single station is insufficient induce- 
ment to sell a $150 set to the average 
individual. With radio it’s different: 
not only does BBC itself offer some 


| degree of choice, but the whole of 


Europe and some from the U. S. A. 
is available for any listener, who can 
therefore always expect to pick up 
something entertaining. With tele- 
vision, the viewer has to take it and 
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j F FEVER’ |A. H. Woods casts did very well as o¢ LELAND STOWE ‘ME AND MY GIRL’ 
panna with Isobel Elson, Dennis Judith Bliss self-centered actress of N. Y, NBC Television Commentator With Lupino Lane, Teddy St. Denis . 
Hoey, Montgomery Clift, Virginia the play, who strikes the keynote of 18 Mins. and entire Victoria Palace com- / 
Campbell, Florence Edney, Carl | her family. Dennis Hoey as the au- 5 








Butler himself | unnecessary as he must have felt,| tions from one nut bit of biz to an- 

performance. ‘Fever’ was under a/| kept up a running commentary on | was her supposed husband, Guiseppe, | other did not create the confusion | tion to strain. It couldn’t, anyway, 
partial handicap because one of the | the main points. He showed a con-| an honest guitar-player to whom his | that might be expected. Rough-| even if it wanted to, because there's 
three cameras required was out of | siderable talent for clarity and ex- wife never spoke. Nor did she look | house may be the belly laugh modus | never likely to be more than a mea- 
order. Result was some too-sharp | planation, essentials of good peda-| in his direction. The NBC producer | operandi of telecasting, as elsewhere. | ger bankroll. 
| lighting contrasts and one of the/! gogy in any field. | apparently didn’t notice him either. | Some things may not be promising 
men’s attire looked much more All in all it was engrossing and a | But the audience was painfully aware | for the sky-pictures, but custard pie 


wrinkled than it probably was. ‘provocative suggestion of television! that the poor guy was stranded and | seems to lose nothing in the transfer. | 
Isobel Elson formerly a regular in possibilities. Land. 


like it, and BBC is under no obliga- 








John Conrad in and out of WIRE, 





a 








uncomfortable. Land. 


Land. 


Indianapolis. 


























BOAKE CARTER 


“Radio's Columnist” 


ELUCIDATES AND ANALYZES THE NEWS 


NEW OPPORTUNITY 


FOR LOCAL SPONSORSHIP 





@ Swiftly-sent transcriptions available 


for local use on 3-time or 5-time weekly 


basis. Sustaining or commercial. Write 


Boake Carter, 1622 Chestnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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On the Upbeat 


Defer Newark $3 Rule 
Until October Meeting 





Ford Leary, saxophonist - singer , 
with Larry Clinton's orchestra does 


not leave that band. He will figure, 


in its rebuilding and Terry Allen, 
former Red Norvo vocalist will be 
an addition. 





Nick Stuart orchestra opened 


Monday (31) at Plantation, Dallas. | 
Recently did | 
| guitar in the newly organized WO Al, | 
| San Antonio, studio orchestra. 


for two-week stand. 
Sy!van Beach, Houston. 





Bernie Cummins to open Monday | 


(7) at Mural Room of Dallas’ Baker 
Hotel, succeeding Pancho. 





Ernie Weaver and his music-of- 
tomorrow now at Nick Paulos’ El 
Tivoli, Dallas. Vincent Lopez ten- 
tatively set in August to help mark 
spot’s tenth anniversary. 





Don Orlando orchestra in the 


| 


Contemplated installation of a $3 
18 in the ballroom of Bear Mountain tax per man rule for remote band 
Inn, Bear Mountain, N. Y., for Loew pickups out of Newark, N. J., has 
theatre get-together. Del Courtney's been shelved by the Newark local 
still in the Inn proper. ‘until October. It was placed before 





ets the Board of Directors of Newark’s 


local 16 Saturday (29). 
Bobby Sherwood and his new ‘°° Pe d 
‘ ‘dere efe until | 
band go into the Palace hotel, San B of D ordered = om hte eae 
Fr sco. Aug. 3 , the October quarterly general n 
es ars | bershib meeting when it will be 





Dick Ketner now playing the, 











| 
| 
decided. | 
Music Notes | 

| 





Gus Arnheim atop the Rice Hotel, 














eee. os | Edward Ward completed scoring 
for ‘The Women’ at Metro. ! 
Ken Brader’s orchestra took over ” | 
at Columbia Hotel, Columbia, N. 4 , ial a —_ 
following Channing Barron's Blue- Werner ee oa | 

Notes music for Walter Wanger’s ‘Eternally 
; | Yours.’ 

| 

Jay Wolfe’s University of Penn-| 
| sylvania band playing at Club Fern-| _Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl 
wood. Bushkill. Pa. _cleffed four songs for ‘Ride, Cowboy, 


roadhouse Bon Air club, Chi., goes | 
on the air this week over WGN and 


Mutual. 





Ben Young 
opened 


| 


bunch from Texas. 
two-week engagement at} 


Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, Mon- | 


day (31), dualing at his inaugural 
with Vincent Lopez, playing a one- 
nighter at that spot. 





Red Nichols into Willows, Piits- 
burgh roadhouse, Saturday (29) for 
indefinite stay following engagement 
at Euclid Beach, Cleveland. 





Red French, Pittsburgh drummer | 
with Happy Felton’s band, has left | 
that outfit to join the newly-organ-_ 


ized Noni Bernardi crew. 





Stan Myers and his orchestra are 
making a short on the dance, ‘Conga,’ 
for Producers Pictures Corp. 





Johnny Cascales and band fol- 


lowed George Redman’s crew into 
| 


Topsy’s in Southgate, Cal. 





Boz Zurke and Jack Denny or-| 


chestras one-night it together Aug 


' 








| ties for record dealers in each of the | 


.| vannah. Girl,’ 
| 


| Ride’ at Warners. 





Will Hudson and Spud Murphy 
guest Sept. 3 and 17 respectively on | Erich Wolfzang Korngold is wind- 
the WOR, N. Y. ‘Arrangements By’ ing up musical score for ‘The Lady 
Sunday morning program. land the Knight’ at Warners. 








Fletcher Henderson has signed Werner Janssen, back from north- 
with Robbins Music to turn in orig- ern California symphony tour, is 
inal piano solo manuscripts. scoring Walter Wanger’s picture, 
| ‘Eternally Yours.’ 

Duke Ellington band held over at | 
the Ritz-Carlton hotel, Boston, for 
week or 10 days. 








Edward Ward assigned to the mu- 
sical direction on ‘Blackmail,’ ‘Danc- 
ing Co-Ed’ and ‘Thunder Afloat’ at |! 

Vincent Lopez goes on the RCA- Metro. 

Magic Key program from New York 
Aug, 21. 











original score for Paramount's ‘Dis- 


Ella Fitzgerald orchestra goes into) puted Passage.’ 


the Grand Terrace, Chicago, Sept. 
16 for six weeks. Will have a net- 
work wire every day. 





Frederick Hollander cleffing an | 
| 


Pat West, Lucille Harmon and Jim 
Burke sold their patriotic song, ‘Be | 


American,’ to Robbins for early 
a , J 
Sammy Kaye giving cocktail par-| publication. 








aes | 
Max Steiner and 
wrote the ditty, ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny,’ to plug’the picture of that 


towns he plays on current tour. First | 
was in Detroit last week. 





Dean Hudson's crew booked into | 


| Tybrisa Pier, Tybee Island, Ga. July | "© at Warners. | 


15 are set indef at that resort and air 
four times weekly via WTOC, Sa- 





Dana Suesse’s new suite, ‘Glamour | 
will be published by Robbins. 


| by Coburn and snapped it up for Hoey. 
| Copyright Law was not in existence and Zieggy didn't have to pay any 


| shoe, nitery) and Jack Kirland (‘I Must Love Someone,’ 


Jack Scholl | j 


NY. Hotel Bands Set for 1939-40 


(Most bookings until Jan. 1; all indef, with usual options) 





HOTEL BAND OPENS 
Binmore Horace Heidt (Continuing) 
Commodore Sammy Kaye Oct. 1 
Lincoln : Jan Savitt (Continuing) 
New Yorker (Terrace Room) Paul Whiteman Oct. 12 
Pennsylvania (Cafe Rouge) Artie Shaw Oct. 15 
Plaza Eddy Duchin Oct. 3 
Roosevelt Guy Lombardo Oct. 5 
Sherry-Netherland Emile Petti (Continuing) 
Taft Enoch Light (Continuing) 
. : 4.1. § Empire Room { Benny Goodman Oct. 1 
Waldort-Astoria | Sert Room ) Emil Coleman Oct. 1 








Inside Stuff—Music 





Appeal in the Privy Council chambers in London in the suit by Francis, 
Day & Hunter, Ltd., music publishers, against 20th-Fox and Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian Corp., Ltd., regarding copyright to the song title, ‘The Man 
Who Broke the Bank at Monte Carlo,’ recalls that song’s interesting history, 
Song was written by Fred Gilbert, in 1892, and sold to Charles Coburn, 
who sang it for years in the halls. He in turn assigned the rights to 
F. D. & H. for $25, plus $5 royalty for every 100 copies sold. In 1924, 
Coburn sold his future claims to the publishers for $10. 

When Anna Held made her first appearance in New York, at the Herald 


| Square theatre, she was supported by the comedy team of Evans and Hoey, 


‘Old Hoss’ Bill Hoey was touring the Continent that summer with Flo 
Ziegfeld and upon arriving in London Zieggy heard the song as rendered 
In those days the International 


fee. To put it over in N. Y. Zieggy cabled a yarn about Hoey having 
broken the bank at Monte Carlo. Consequently, the newshounds avidly 


| sought interviews with ‘Old Hoss’ on his return to N. Y. for details as to 


how he had ‘cleaned’ the bank. A scene was built up in the Held show for 
| the proper planting of the number and it went over with a wow. 
The suit for infringement is only for performances in Canada. 





Clarification of the American production rights to ‘Tell Me Pretty Maiden’ 
and the other ‘Florodora’ songs is being essayed through Francis, Day & 
Hunter, British music publishers, via its U. S. attorney, Julian T, 
| Abeles. In two controversial instances, both Billy Rose (Diamond Horse- 
Broadway legit) 
stated that they got the rights from T. B. Harms and the Shuberts. The 
Harms firm published in America by arrangement with Francis, Day & 


Hunter, and the Shuberts formerly had the American stage rights. 


British firm now contests these and will seek court clarification, just as 
it objects to Rose and Kirkland doing stage production excerpts of the 
‘Florodora Sextet’ numbers. 

Bregman-Vocco-Conn, Inc., has given its catalog a social twist by pub- 
lishing a tune, ‘Sub-Deb Blues,’ written by Sally Sears, Boston Junior 
Leaguer, in collaboration with George MacKinnon, Boston Record col- 


umnist. 
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From $2 Per Man to $1,200 Weekly, | 
Schnickelfritz Band Breaking Up 79 FAN 


—_ + 


Cincinnati, Aug. 1. | 

Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz | 
band will split up Aug. 14 upon ter- | 
mination of a seven-week engage- 
ment at Old Vienna, spot that’s been 
doing its all-time record business | 
with the Fisher combo. Fisher, who 
hails from Iowa, organized the pres- 
ent six-man crew in the fall of 1934 
on a co-op basis at Winona, Minn., 
when the nightly salary was $2 each. 
Dispensing corn music on regular 
instruments and washboards, auto 
horns, cow bells, jugs and whistles 
while smoking pipes and wearing 
odd headgear changes, the band was 
touted as a comer by trouping mu-, 
sicians who caught it. 

Tom Rockwell signed the band and | 
planted it in Warners ‘Gold Diggers } 
in Paris’ pic last year for a reported 
$25.000 five-week salary. Theatre 
and nitery dates followed, Then re- 
cordings for Decca. Band’s present 
salary is $1,200. 

Since getting into the folding 
money class a couple of the boys 
have been ringing in modern dress 
and turning to swing. Fisher re- 
cently gave Marty Gold, pianist, his | 
notice and three others said they | 
would go with him: Stanley Fritts, | 
trombone: Nels Laakso, trumpet; 
Charles Koenig, bass fiddle. 

Fisher is letting ’em go, leaving 
him with Harry Lindeman, drum- 
mer, and Bert Adair, manager. 
Fisher plays clarinet and sax and is 
the head salesman of the corny 
didoes. He and Lindeman will add 
four new men and resume after two 
or three months of rehearsing. 

The breakaway lads, with Chief 
McElroy, original drummer for the 
disbanding group, and Harry Turen, 
sax and clarinet, intend to start on 








their own by Aug. 18 under the 
names of the Original Schnickel- 
fritzers. They already have chal- 


lenged Fisher's new band to a battle 
of corn. 


FIST FIGHT DISBANDS 
BARNEY RAPP’S ORCH 


Cincinnati. Aug. 1. 
A fist ficht between members of 


Barnev Rapp’s recently reorganized 


New Englanders last week caused 
the maestro to serve a disbending | 
notice and arrange for George Kina’s 
band to take over at his (Ranp’s) 
dine-dansant, the former 4444 su- 
burban club. 

Battle started between one. of 
Rapp’s old musicians, from out of 


town, and a local tooter. 


LOCAL BANDS FAVORED 


New’ San Francisca Pact Signed By 
Tom Gerun 


San Francisco, Aug. 1 

New two-ve contract under 
which the Bal Tab 1 will € cal 
ban eight mor 1 ve 
signed last week by Tom Gerun, co- 
Owne of the niterie with Frank 
Martinelli, with Local No. 6. Ameri- 
Can Federation of Musician O ily 
recently Gerun had signed a con- 
tract to use local bands nine month: 
a year over a five-year period. 

It is expected that other night 


q, - o- ° 

Clubs and hotels will be asked to 
Sign similar agreements with the | 
union, giving local musicians a 


break at least eight months out of 
twelve, j 


Charles Barnet West 
J Charles Barnet orchestra, now at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
will pull out of that spot before its 
time is up if possible and one-nivht 
it to the Coast where it opens at the 
Palomar Ballroom. L. A., Aug. 23. 
Band’s in for four weeks and a pic- 
ture dea] may be set while there. 

Number of theatre and one-night 
dates were reported cancelled to en- 
able Barnet to take the Palomar 
booking. Will Osborne is currently 


it the L. A. spot, having been held 
Over, 


+ 





Add: Regrets 





Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
Maxie Solomon, now a time 
salesman on WFIL, six years ago 
got $25 for staging a concert in 
a colored hall in South Philly 
for a Negro warbler. Femme 
wanted him to handle more, but 
he couldn’t see enough coin in 
playing church bookings and 
gave it up. 
Gal who wanted a manager 
was Marian Anderson, 
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_Petty Chiseling Accumulates 


Into a Major Menace to 
Publishing So Song Plug- 
gers Form Labor Union 


A.F.M. CO-OPS 


The first unionization m@Ve to hit 
Tin Pan Alley will occur some time 
this week when it is expected the 
American Federagion of Labor will 
issue an autonomous charté@r to the 
Professional Music Contact Men of 
Greater New York. That is high-class 
language for the songpluggers who 
claim they l].ve been forced into 
unionization because of certain hold- 
out methods by the musie publishers. 

Back of this move, resulting in the 
AFL being enlisted, on the ground of 
public interest, due to the close re- 
laticnship between pop songs, bands 
and plugs with the public at large, 





of the 
record business and its renewed im- 


Since the reestablishment 


portance as an outlet of popular 
New York 


again assigning contact men to cover 


songs, publishers are 
keep 

Be- 
ginning next week Al Brackman for 
Robbins, Chuck Rinker for Feist, and 
Herbie Reis for Miller, will cover the 


the recording companies and 


their current catalogs on wax. 


three wax cutters, Decca, Victor and 
American. 

Before the platter 
its great drop in sales, which oc- 
curred after the advent of radio, 
each music company maintained a 
personal contact between the then 10 
record companies and itself. With 
the drop in record sales to a negli- 
gible point such an intimate connec- 
tion was not needed and the men 
were taken off. 


business took 


[nstruments Legally 
Called Tools; Can’t Be 
Attached for Debt 


Hartford, Aug. 1. 
1s instruments are the 
and as such are 
from attachment in civil 
Judge Vine R. Parmelee of 
nearby Windsor town court has 
ruled. It was the first time in the 
history of the state that musical in- 


t had lesignated as 


struments been de 


ce 


of |} 


Y 
al 


. rade 
lis traaé 


action 


working tools 


tuling came following the attach- 
ment of the musical instruments of 
senjamin Simmons farmer-band- 
lead of Pow cl Dex on ¥v 
I ( } n the cast of the 
R: ( I ’ Clati of ¢ 
( Oo against the eader for the 

lance of a course 

Sir ons leads a band featuri 
Polish pt l} for the r¢ dents of 
the hinterlant 


Wisconsin Anti-ASCAP 
Law Passes Committee 


Madison, Wis., Aug. 1. 
The state senate judiciary com- 


recommended last week pass- 
age of the Peters anti-ASCAP 
measure, Edward F. Maeriz, prexy 
of the Independent Theatres Proiec- 
tive Association of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan and Charles 
Trampe, Monogram 


<a 


miitee 


franchise holder 
here, appeared before the committee 
in favor of the bill. 

Measure would make it unlawful 
for two or more persons holding or 
claiming separate copyrighted works 
to band together or pool their in- 
terests for the purpose of fixing 
prices on the use of copyrighted 
musical numbers, | 


is a move that has been brewing for 
|seven months. It started right before 


ast Xmas when Samuel Jesse Buz- 
zell. acting for the Professional 
Music Men, Inc.—a benevolent or- 


ganization, strictly, as distinguished 
from the formal billing for union 
charter purposes—set up a code of 
trade practices. After much palaver 
and revision, Walter Douglas as ex- 
ecutive head of the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., broadsided the Buz- 
zell screed as being a worthy for- 
ward step in the curbing of song- 
plug evils, cut-ins, subsidies, ete. 
Most of the major publishers, in- 
cluding Warner Bros., signed but the 
Metro-Robbins group balked on the 


premise it was against policy io make | 


any voluntary deals with employees. 
Whereupon Saul H. Bornstein, v.p. 
and g.m. of Irving Berlin, Inc., said 
he wouldn't sign unless the Robbins- 
Feist-Miller firms did, and 
Bernstein (Shapiro-Bernstein) 
toed unless these two also approved. 
The unionization move came to a 
head last week under the guidance of 
| Rocco Vocco, prez of the Professional 
Music Men, Inc., on the frank pre- 
mise of self-preservation. Top plug- 
gers in the business aver that never 
the history of the music 


74 
Qil- 


before in 





| 





Louis | 


ithe numerous 


business have the ‘evils’ been so ram- 
pant. Everybody is paying and every 
plug, band, singer, et al., is getting 
paid. Minor execs in key positions 
at radio stations are even subsidized, 
because thev can be influenced to} 


slip in a plug here and there on 


house programs istaining vocals, 
etc. 
Running the Biz 
Certain band leaders seem to have 


gotten the idea they can run the mu- 


sic business. The invidious aspects 
of this, as regards the music me 
‘self-preservation’ cry, is that any 
name plug can \ ually dictate the 
é ( c f e of ( t t pl er 
It’s ( k ‘ ( ( t 
€ € fi I¢ if CC 
( f ft 
€ P ( I t 
l ¢ \ ne ( Cec 
I le ( f é n er 
I cret |} clic 
f t ¢ é | | Y V 


group of pluggers; give one another’: 
songs a plug, etc. All these ele- 
ments have combined to dictate con- 
ditions within the business 

That the music publishers are 
themselves to blame for having edu- 
cated the plugs that way is an old 
story. But now they fivure enough’: 
enough, and want to call a halt. 

Bands of mediocre ability are en- 


new 


abled to retain hotel and key spot 
engagements stricily because of 
‘deals’ for the wire At $3-a-man 


in New York, per every broadcast, 
a band that stays on the air two to 
six times a week runs up a sizeable 
bill for the personnel and wire 
charges, per union regulations. Ob- 
viously, this coin comes from some- 
where and it’s usually in the form of 
‘special arrangements,’ costing $25 to 
(Continued on page 44) 


PLUG EVILS BRING UNIONISM 





tandards and Pons Unite in London 
To Oppose BBC Song Dictatorship 





Ambidextrous 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

Abrasha Rubofsky, who was 
here last week to sing two roles 
in the production of ‘Carmen’ at 
Robin Hood Dell, gets the palm 
for versatility. 

In the spring he plays a viola 
in the Baltimore Symph under 
Werner Janssen; in the summer 
he sings outdoor opera; in the 
winter he’s a cantor in a Wash- 
ington synagogue. 


SEN. BONE HAS 
ATTY. STUDY 
ASCAP 


Washington, Aug. 1. 
Evidence of a determination to do 








something—exactly what, remains 
conjectural — about the copyright 


this 
Bone, 


problem was shown 
Senator Homer T. 


of the Senate Patents Committee. In 


week by 


chairman 


anticipation of hearings and a seri- 
effort to 


Congress comes back, he named An- 


ous revise the law when 


drew G. Haley, retiring FCC attor- 
ney, as personal consultant on copy- 
right questions, 

Because he is too busy to take on 
such a Bone commissioned 
Haley to make a thorough diagnosis 
in the next few months and have a 
report and recommendations ready 
for the committee in January. In 
his letter, the Washington 
asked the ex-Commish lawyer to go 
carefully into the representations by 
performing rights groups, broad- 
casters, film and hotel people, as well 
as the short-comings of the present 
statute and the 


chore, 


solon 


operating angles of 


trades interested in 
protection, 


Phil Spitalny Tees 
Off Michigan State 


Fair’s Name Policy 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 
Band setup for annual Michigan 
State Fair here Sept. 1-10 has 
completed, following a policy started 
» which boosted fair at- 


tendance to near the 


been 


two years as 


million mark. 


Jumber of units has been cut 
mwwn. he ever, and three band 
le fort I te { er 
7 
] Ss Iny femme band 
off proceedir 1 the Fair ( 
( ¢ ! with 251 ad is] being 
( ( for f r openi ( Se] 
1-4 Will e f owed | W ¢ 
King, with Tony Martin vocalizir 
n Sept. 5-7. Bob Crosby's aggrega- 


{ 

tion, plus Jack Benny’s 
(Eddie Anderson) will finish up the 
last three days. 

Fair board voted down a proposal 
to double outside gate'’s 25c admish, 
in order to boost receipts to 
$67,000 in premium money 
state has refused to provide. Plans 
to gamble on good weather, the 
name bands in Coliseum, Gov. 
Dickinson's anti-‘high life’ sermon 
opening night, resumption of harness 
racing and possibilit 
be persuaded to train here for com- 
ing fight with Bob Pastor. 


‘Rocheste! 


supply 


which 


T yer 
wuren 


Phil Spitalny’s theatre dates alone 
may interfere with the Sept. 1-4 
booking, but that’s not certain as y t. 
He opens today (Wed.) at the 
Broadway Paramount for at least 
three weeks with ‘Beau Geste’ (Par). 


+ 





London, July 25. 

Music publishers and_ British 
| Broadcasting Corp. are currently at 
|nearly complete loggerheads. Claim 
|of both publishers and band leaders 
| is that they are not getting an even 
| break, and that BBC attitude is 
| hurting the business. 

Publishers and band leaders have 
| been in secret session. Those pres- 
ent included S. Van Lier of Keith 
| Prowse, Slevin of Bert Feldman’s, 

Jimmy Phillips of the Peter Maurice 
Music Co., Irwin Dash and Noel 
|Gay, on the publishing side, with 
Sydney Lipton, Van Phillips, Al 
Collins and Joe Loss among the 
bandleaders, Result of talking over 
was to create a united front against 
further attempts by BBC to dictate 
| how the business shall be operated. 

Significance of the move should 
| not be lost on BBC, because the two 
sides of the music business, stand- 
ards and pops, have for the first 
time decided to bury the hatchet, 
fashioning instead a joint tomahawk 
to use against BBC. 

Grievances are based on claims 
| of favoritism inside BBC, with the 
| favored few publishers and bands 
' getting all the breaks, especially the 





publishers. It is being expressed 
that somebody in the web is dis- 


playing partiality and band leaders 
have complained in.the past of at- 
tempts to force certain numbers into 
their programs as the price of get- 
ting a broadcest at all. 

Corp. recently had a shot at regu- 
lating the position, and for several 
weeks issued a favored list of num- 
bers, a high percentage of which al} 
broadcasting bands were expected to 
incorporate in their air shows. Idea 
was to hold a balance between all 
the publishers, but latter refused to 
cooperate and band leaders were 

reluctant to let themselves be 
tied to BBC's apron strings, and 
scheme had to be withdrawn. It 
didn’t solve anything. : 

Situash has been boiling up a long 
long time, but when the band lead- 
ers and the music publishers jo'n 
forces it is as good as an ultimatum 
to the BBC. 


also 


GOODMAN SIGNS UP 
WITH AMER. RECORD 


Goodman 


ned to a 


Benny 


; 


orche 8 


sis recording contrac 
American Record Co. last week. 
Band will make its first rec 1g 
date in Hollywood next week where 
it does a swing concert at the Holly- 
wood Bowl, Aug. 5 , 

Money details of the shift from 
Victor to American have Goodman 
good for a $55,000 yearly guarantee 
against royalties. 


rdir 


SWINGIE WINGIE 


senny Goodman 
Plane for U.S 


Entourage Using 
. Canadian Hezira 


Be \ G ( { a 
lane to A y crev 1 the 
\ f Vi r 

, A, 17 
B I ‘ Atlant ( one 
saa , g A 1: T ” 
Au 28-29-30; ( ado Spr " 
A 3] id reopens at the Victor 


Link Back Aug. 9 


Harry Link, genera! and profes- 
sional manager of Feist Music, re- 
turns to New York from the Coast 
Aug. 9. Link flew to the Coast May 
22 on a liaison mission between the 
Robbins Music publishing 


and Metro, whose filmusical tunes it 
publishes, 

While west Link was concerned 
with the tunes included in the 
‘Wizard of Oz,’ tunes from which he 
will push. Picture gets its New 
York trade preview at the Ziegfeld 
theatre Aug. 14, opening the 17th at 
the Capitol, N. Y. 
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$50 each, paid for by music publish- 
ers to get their tunes on the air. The 
subsidies along these lines run into 
thousands of dollars weekly. Not to 
mention the usual favor-currying via 
theatre tickets, sports events, party- 
ing, etc. 


; ° | 
The only time the music business | 


regulated itself with any degree of 
satisfaction was during the NRA 
days and Uncle Sam then wielded the 
Big Stick as the policeman. Hence 
the AFL union idea, on the theory 
of disciplinary methods via Wagner 


act. National Labor Relations Board, | 


etc.. if pubs refuse to deal with 
unionized pluggers. Since the live- 
wire music publisher is essentially a 


plugger, he, too, will have to join| 


the Professional Music Contact Men 
of N. Y., Inc., it is urged, even though 
they are technically employers. But 
actually they're salaried to corpora- 


tions such as Warners, Metro, or to | 


their own corporate setups. 

The autonomous charter, it is said, 
will permit sub-chartering of plug- 
gers in Chicago, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Pittsburgh, Boston, Phila- 
delphia and other key centres by the 
parent New York union. 

Rosenberg’s Talk 

Jack Rosenberg, secretary of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
Local 802 (N. Y.), addressed the or- 
ganization meeting last week 
promised complete cooperation. The 
AFM can be a great help through 
telling members like Whiteman, Val- 
lee, Lombardo and one or two other 
big plugs that such-and-such music 
pub is recalcitrant in complying with 
an AFL-chartered union’s regula- 
tions. Thus, using one group of ethi- 
cal bandmen to police the chiselers 
is not as paradoxical as it sounds, It’s 
known that the bigger the band 
name, usually the less inclined it is 


to cut-in. It’s chiefly the lessers who) here early Thursday morning (27). | 


are hungry for the extra dollars, 


. ri - 3 ; . ome 
especially during their formative} about three years ago, was also used | drums, 


stages, and seemingly because it’s an | 
economic exigency sometimes. 
But from the 


new mss. and a $10 bill to get it an 


| vilion. 
song contacteers’ | 
viewpoint, it’s gotten so that all a! were among the articles destroyed. 
publisher needs is to send over a| Loss is placed at between $12,000 | 


airing. It forecasts (1) the ultimate 
eliminating of a song plugger for di- 
irect plugging purposes, should it go 
}much further beyond its present 
|stages, and (2) it clearly indicates 
that the plugs don’t select songs for 
| quality—chiefly for the fees entailed. 
| That is, those bands or singers given 
‘to this sort o’ thing. 

As a class, the song contact men 
|} are the most liberal clan among the 





|lively arts, and they basically re-| 


belled at the idea of resorting to a 
‘union to force any issue; but the 
| bribery, chicanery and shading meth- 
| ods have never been so rampant, and 
it’s figured that only the union char- 
| ter—and possible court procedure to 

later enforce or correct infractions— 
'can possibly curb matters. 


Chi Pluggers Want To 


Know More About Union 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
On last Thursday (27) the local 
song pluggers, members of the Pro- 
| fessional Music Men, Ine., unani- 
| mously refused to signature any 


| petition to join proposed song plug- 
| gers union known as the Professional 
Contact Men of Greater New York. 
Refusal was based solely upon the 
fact that the local son, pluggers had 
|}no detailed information about the 


| proposed union, as to its officers, 


and | code of fair practices, wages, hours, | 


' etc. 


| Have sent a request into the home 
| offices of the PMM in New York for 


| Band Reviews 


| JACK SHERR Orchestra (5) 


' Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 
| Sherr is a very versatile maestro, 
| handling the accordion, piano and 
| vibraharp, at the helm of a good 
| quintet in the Restaurant de la Paix 
'room of the Hotel St. Moritz. He's 
| shitting upstairs to the Sky Gardens 
this week, succeeding Basil Fomeen 
as the No. 1 band, latter in turn tak- 
ing on the Belmont-Plaza (N. Y.) 
| band berth, while Ernie Holst is 
at Arrowhead for the August racing 
| season. 


menting his combo, but basically he 
has a very sturdy setup which is as 
facile with the Latin and waltz sets 
as with the more orthodox dansapa- 
| tion. 

Downstairs (de la Paix) restaurant 
is now a wide-open room, blending 
with the bar. It’s a question if that’s 


Moritz, since the traffic at the bar is 
quite heavy and forfends any privacy 
in the dining room proper. Nino is 
back at the door, while Roget is the 
maitre upstairs. Downstairs scale is 
quite pop priced. Abel. 





BOBBY DAY AND HIS ORCHES- 
| TRA (10) 
| Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 


For the roof date Sherr is aug-| 


a smart idea for a spot like the St. | 


| 
} 





| The Show Bar has been lucky for | 


several bands. Eddie de Lange went 
from this spot to Phil Baker’s air 
show and the Band Box nitery; Vin- 
cent Burns was booked for 26 weeks 
| of Skouras stage dates; and Walter 
| Powell’s zaney crew was seen by 
, George Jessel and now is at his Lit- 
tle Old New York concession at the 
| nearby World’s Fair. 

Day is a personable young fellow 
who formerly played vibes and elec- 
j tric guitar with Graham Prince, 

Freddy Martin and several other 
| bands. He’s slender, rather small, 





further information regarding the! dark complexioned, and has a friend- 
| proposed union, and upon receipt of; ly smile and easy manner of work- 


this info will :old another meeting 
to reconsider the union plan. 





| 
| Lake Spot Burns 


Tripp Lake, N. Y., Aug. 1. 

Fire of undetermined origin lev- 
|eled the Green Mansions theatre 
The erected 


theatre, which was 


as a concert hall and dancing pa- | 


Costumes and musical instruments 





and $15,000. 




















BING CRO 


Go Fly 


IN HIS NEW PARAMOUNT PICTURE 
“THE STAR MAKER’ 


Still the Bluebirds Sing 


(By Johnny Burke & Jimmy Monaco) 


SBY Sings 


A Kite 


nd 
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ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S OUTSTANDING HITS 


Moon Love 


*** COMING*** 


Biue Orchids 


HIS GREATEST SONG SINCE “STAR DUST” 


rmichael’s 





FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 


1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 














orchestra should have the makings. 








ing. What's more, he has ideas and, 
apparently, enough dough to put 
them into effect. 

He capitalizes on his name wher- 
ever possible. The band’s slogan is 
‘Dance to Day Tonight’: the sign-on 
theme is ‘Night and Day,’ and the 





|closing signature is ‘When Day Is | 
| Done.’ 

The band is comprised of three 

| Saxes, two trumpets, trombone, 

piano, string bass doubling 


tuba, and Bobby on electric guitar 
and vibes, fronting the combo. The 
outfit dishes out two styles of music, 
a sweet swing patterned between 
Tommy Dorsey and Jan Savitt, and 
hot jive a la Count Basie. 

To achieve the desired effects, Day 


j 


uses a number of Dorsey, Savitt,and| 4 Man and His Dream. ..*Star Maker......... 


Basie arrangements. ‘Sunrise Sere- | 


| nade’ and ‘Heaven Can Wait’ are two | 


of the unit’s best bets in the sweet | 
swing division. ‘Well, All Right’ and | 
‘Jumpin’ at the Woodside’ are done | 
from Basie arrangements with the | 
typical Basie drive. 

All manner of jamming goes on 
within the band. On ‘Jumpin’, for 
instance, trumpeter Jim Fitzpatrick, 
tenor man Herbert Field, skin-beater | 
Ray Dieneman, and pianist Fred De | 
Land jammed several choruses. Fitz- | 
patrick is an exceptional improvisa- 
tionist and Slim Tanner gives strong 
support with his slap-bass and tuba. 
Field, Tanner, Drew Widener, Victor 
Christian and Skippy Burns take vo- | 
cals singly and in combination, and 
all of the boys double, which adds to 
the versatility of the group. 

After rehearsing six weeks the 
boys opened here cold. Originally 
signatured for three weeks, they’re 
set for at least three additional. | 
Given a little more time to round off | 
the rough edges, a fourth sax to| 
complete the section, and possibly 
another trombone, and Bobby Day’s 


Gilb. 


Musical Instrument Mfrs. | 
In Session at New Yorker 


Annual Music Trades Convention 
got underway yesterday (Tuesday) 
at the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. Get 
together of music instrument makers 
has taken seven floors of rooms in 
the hotel to display everything from 
the latest pianos to jewsharps. 

Gathering and exhibition disbands 
tomorrow (Thursday). It annually 
draws about 4,000 instrument dealers 
from all points. 


Lee Shelley to Rye, N. Y.' 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
Management of Pines, swank 
roadhouse here, agreed to let Lee 
Shelley out of his contract last week | 
more than 10 days ahead of time in 
order to permit him to accept two 
month engagement at Playland, Rye 
Beach, N. Y. Shelley was scheduled 

to remain through current session. 
As result, Pines brought in Jimmy 
Earle, local maestro, hurriedly ' 
three days and opened with Howard 
Becker orchestra on Friday (28). | 
Latter closes Thursday (3) to make | 
| way for Maurice Spitalny, who will | 
‘round out season at roadhouse. | 
Spitalny is batoning his regular | 
KDKA 6staff, on vacation for two 
months. 


for 
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Network Plugs, A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 


(July 24-30). 


denotes film song, * legit, all others are pop. 


Total represents accumulated 
Symbol * 
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BOB CHESTER’S ORCH 
ON 16-WK. HITZ TOUR 


Mal Hallett, Aug. 6-12, Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. | “ 
Artie Shaw, Aug. 5, Municipal New Bob Chester orchestra takes 


Aud., St. Louis; 7, Ramona Gardens, 
Michigan; 8, Mod- 
ernistic B., Milwaukee. 

Larry Clinton, Aug. 4, George F. 
Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; Surf 
Beach Club, Va. Beach, Aug. 15-19. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Aug. 2-6, New 
England one-nighters; 8, Clayton Ca- 
sino, Clayton, N. Y.; 9, Sylvan Lake, 
N. Y.; 10, Lakewood Park, Mahanoy 


| Netherland-Plaza. 
at. 
| to open tomorrow (Thursday). 


a 16-week swing through four Hitz 
Hotels opening for four weeks at the 
Cincinnati, Sept. 
Band was originally scheduled 
Fol- 
lows with four apiece at the Book- 
Cadillac, Detroit; Nicollet, Minneap- 
olis, and Van Cleve, Dayton. Outfit 
had played four Monday nights at 
the Hitz New Yorker Hotel, N. Y., as 
relief for Shep Fields. 


City, Pa.; 11-13, New England. Band cut its frst records fo: 
Woody Herman, Aug. 3, Mahanoy} Vocalion this week with Kathleen 
“ity »- ott Wit rnieen 
City, Pa. Lane as vocalist It aired on the 
Ina Ray Hutton, Aug. 6, Roton) Fitch Bandwagon program Sunday 


Point Park, Conn. 

Fats Waller, Aug. 7, Atlantic City; 
8, Millsboro, Del 

Claude Hopkins. 
Dale, Columbus; 7, 
Ky. 

Tommy Dorsey, Eastern States ex- 
po, Springfield, Mass., Sept. 18-19. 

Isham Jones, Aug. 5-6, Castle 
Farm, Cincinnati; 7, Armory, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va.; 10, Casino, Straford, 
Ontario; 11, Meadowbrook Park. 
Bascom, Ohio: 15, Ideal Beach, Mon- 


Aug. 6, Valley 
Bowling Green, 


(30). Arthur Michaud is handling. 


MARTIN BEIRNE IN JAIL 
Mineola, L. I., Aug. 1. 
Martin P. Beirne, 29, an orchestra 
leader, is in the Nassau County Jail. 
serving a 60-day term for taking an 
automobile without permission 
Beirne was found guilty of the 
charge by a jury. 
In sentencing the prisoner, County 
Judge Cortland A. Johnson said 


ticello, Indiana; 16, Evansville, In- | Beirne had been jin trouble several 
diana. | times before and deserved the jail 
Carl Moore, Aug. 18-20 and 25-27,| term, despite the recommendation 


Castle Farms, Cincinnati: 20, Green 
Mill, Findlay, Ohio; Sept. 12-Oct. 9, 


Charleston, S. C., Aug. 5-6. 

Jack Spratt, Crystal 
Crystal, Mich., Aug. 1-20:. Bartlett’s 
Pavilion, Pleasant Lake, Mich., Aug. | 
25-Sept. 4. 


Beirne is 
automobile 


for leniency by the jury. 
accused of taking the 





Old Vienna, Cincinnati. June 18. 
Earl Hines, Aug. 16, Greenville, | - sin 

| Miss.; 17, Meeca Club, Galveston: | Muggsy Spanier Held Over 

| 23, Ballroom, Okla. City. | Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Jack Wardlaw, Folly Beach,; Muggsy Spanier orchestra has 


been held over in the College Inn 


Baliroom, | of the Hotel Sherman, and now fig- 
, ured to stick until Sept. 8. 


Gale Robbins been spotted with 
the aggregation as chirper. 
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Brands’ N. Y. Vaudeville Plans May 
Touch Of hivalry With RKO, Loew’s 





Reopening of four New York 
Brandt theatres to vaudeville this 
fall may touch off the first lively 
show competition between an 


stage ; : , : 
indie chain and major circuits in 
years. All Brandt houses are in op- 


position to RKO or Loew’s theatres, 
and ina couple of spots conflict with 
theatres of both majors in one nabe. 
First Brandt house to reopen will 
be the Flatbush, Brooklyn. This spot 
is only a couple of hundred feet from 
RKO’s Kenmore, once a leading 
Brooklyn vaude, and a few blocks 
from Loew’s Kings, which was a 
presentation house. 
Brandts’ Audubon, on Washington 
Heights, Manhattan, resumes stage 
shows Sept. 28. It’s only a half-mile 
from RKO’s Coliseum and less than 


that from Loew's 177th Street the-| 


atre. , ; 
In the Bronx, the Brandts’ Wind- 


sor, which also starts Sept. 28, can 
be considered opposish 40 RKO’s 
Fordham and Loew’s Paradise. In 
Jamaica, also opening Sept. 28, the 
Carleton is just a few blocks from 
Loew’s Valencia. 

Among vaudeville showmen in 
New York, the impression exists that 
the major circuits, if their b.o.’s are 
in any way affected, will resume 
vaude if only to kill off the Brandts’ 
ambitious venture. The indie chain’s 
vaude splurge is based chiefly on its 
inability to get ‘A’ films, and it would 
be hard-pressed if RKO and Loew’s 
couple vaude with topflight films to 
battle the Brandts in the various 
nabes. 

A similar situation existed last sea- 
son in Newark, N. J., where a cou- 
ple of indie showmen leased the 
Shubert theatre for a name-band 
policy sans films. The Adams’ Para- 


: . | 
mount at that time was in a straight- 


picture policy, but, feeling the in- 





WHITE ELEPHANT 


Gaby’s Aide Wins, But Now Doesn't 
Know What to Do With Speedboat 








Joe Kotalik, midget with Frank 
Gaby, who opens tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) at Loew’s State, New York, is 





now the owner of a swanky out- 
| board motorboat which he doesn't | 
know how to pilot. | 


Boat cost Kotalik exactly 50c, 
, though its value is $250, the midget 
| winning the craft in a raffle con- 
ducted by a Port Jefferson, L. L, 
| garage. He and Gaby stepped into 
the garage on the way back from a 
fishing trip to ask directions and, 
not wanting to leave empty-handed, 
they both bought tickets. Gaby lost, 
but Kotalik needs him to run the 
boat. 


Walton Roof, Ace 
Philly Nite Spot, 








} 


Loses Liquor OK 
oses Liquor UK. 

| 

Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

License of Jack Lynch's Walton | 
| Roof nitery, Philly’s ace spot, was 
| lifted for 60 days by the State Liquor 
| Control Board on Friday (28). Lynch 
was charged with selling liquor atter 
hours. Similar was 
drawn by Frankie Bradley’s Ruman- | 
ian Inn, while the permits of four 








suspension 


roads of the Shubert, started book- | 


ing name orchs also. The Par had 
pictures to go with the stage end, 
and, after a few weeks, the Shubert 
operators had to bow out with a loss, 
although the first few weeks of the 
latter operation were reported as 
very profitable. 

Since then, Adam A. Adams bought 
the Shubert and will rent it as a legit 
spot this fall under a new tag, the 
Adams. 


‘IRENE’ TAB, D. C. HIT; 


MAY GET ADDED TIME amcesten 


First Loew-produced stage show 
in several years, tab version of 
‘Irene,’ current at the Capitol, Wash- 
ington, has apparently surprised cir- 
cuit officials by its excellence. Sid- 
ney Piermont, Loew's booking man- 


ager, is going to Washington to look 
at the show and it may be given 
extra time in some of the Loew | 
houses now in straight picture pol- | 
icies. 

‘Irene,’ cut to 75 minutes, was 
Staged by Harry Krivit under the 


production direction of Gene Ford, 
Loew divisional manager. It has a 
non-name cast, plus a male chorus of 
12 and 16 line girls. 

Idea originally was strictly for a 
one-week production shot to 
up the monotony of straight vaude 
shows. 


Ed Seay Upped to Roy’s 
Aide at Rainbow Room 


Fd Seay has upped to gen- 
eral assistant to John Roy, managing 
director of the Rainbow Room and 
Rainbow Grill, the two Rockefeller 
Niteries atop the 65th floor. Unof- 
ficially Seay and his superior hud- 
dled on the talent standard of the 


been 


cafes, although technically the for- | 


mer was only publicity director. 

Seay continues in charge of ex- 
Ploitation and press relations, but 
will also be in charge of the two 
rooms more or less at night when 
Roy isn’t around. 

Latter is from the Rockefeller 
Center realty interests originally un- 
til asked to also run the niteries. 


Roy had a tough ».oblem in ‘human- | 


izing’ the two Rainbow spots. which 


at first were handicapped by a/| 
Stuffed-shirt aura that didn’t tend to | 


encourage mass patronage. 
both rooms gross $80,000 to $100,000 
a month—and a_ $1,000,000 annual 
business is nothing to be sniffed at, 
even by the Rockefellers. 


break | 


Now | 


the mid-city 
for 15 to 60 
had 


other places outside 


area were suspended 
days and two smaller joints 
their tickets revoked, 

Although Quarter Sessions court 
here on the same day reduced the 
|penalties previously meted out by 
the liquor board to three other niter- 
ies, Lynch said he would not appeal. 
He will not shutter his spot, but will 
|take the alternative granted by the 
| board to pay a $10 a day forfeit for 
leach day of the suspension, letting 
i} him out with $600. 


Lynch was the object of both 
and surprise when he 
told the examiner for the liquor 


board at the hearing on his suspen- 
sion that he had a ‘special permit’ to 
remain alight after curfew. The ex- 
aminer asked him to produce it, but 
it was not forthcoming and the sus- 
pension followed. License for his 
cabaret is in the name of Evan Bur- 


ruws Fontaine, former dancer and 
close friend of Lynch’s. 

Judge Raymond MacNeille_ sub- 
stantially reduced Liquor Board 


penalties in three cases he heard. He 
had previously reduced others. The 
new cuts were on Ike Beifel’s 1523 
Club from 60 days suspension to 35 
days; Stamp’s-on-the-Delaware, from 
90 days suspension to 50 days; and 
Little Harlem, from revocation to a 
90-day suspension. 

the 
the 


first of its 
board. It 


Harlem 
kind to come before 


case Was 


lwas charged with selling bottled 
| goods in competish with the State | 
Stores. It is alleged to have sold 
| 11,000 pints in the first four months 


of this year and to have done a $32,- 


000 business in bottled goods last 
year. Liquor was ali sold at State 
| Store prices, but the cafe bought it 


on a wholesale discount. 
the Bum 

Decision on the appeal 
Benny the Bum’s from the booze 
board's revocation of its license is 
now pending. Benny Fogelman, op- 
erator of the spot, also appealed the 
forfeiture of his $2,000 bond, which 
| was ordered. Counsel for Benny ad- 
mitted sales after hours and on Sun- 
days, but claimed the penalty was 
}too severe. He said that the tre- 
mendous investment would be lost 
and 80 employees thrown out of jobs. 
| Judge Harry S. McDevitt declared he 
wasn’t interested in Benny's invest- 
ment, but the possibility of so many 
employees being affected may have 
some bearing on his decision. 


Benny Appeals 


taken by 


| Decisions on appeals from 90-day 
suspensions are also being awaited 
by three other important mid-city 
spots, the Embassy, 20th Century 
| Tavern and Little Rathskeller. | 


_ing 





Pierson’s ‘Eclipse’ 





A ‘discovery’ was made by 
Wayne Pierson in a Long Island 
tavern, entertainer being How- 
ard Price, colored comie and 
hoofer, but for professional pur- 
poses he was given the name of 
Total Eclipse. He was used in 
a television program last week, 
the whole visio crew laughing 
heartily. Several stage bids 
were made to his agent as a re- 
sult. 

Noticed that Total Eclipse, a 
horse, recently won three 
straight races. 








A.B. Marcus Spokesman 
Says ‘Stranding’ Was 
A Gag to Trick Japs 


Seattle, Aug. 1. 
A. Coleman, speaking for the A. 
B. Marcus Shows, denied 62 actors 





refused permission to land in Javan 
three weeks ago. 
it was a gag that saved the show 
plenty of coin. 

When the troupe got to Yokohama 
it received notice of cancellation 
of its Tokyo engagement, no play no 


pay, and that they would be stuck | 


for 11 days in Tokyo paying board 
and room. They put their heads to- 
gether and decided to tell the Yoko- 
homa police they were broke and 
stranded, outside of the U. S. tick- 
ets taking them home via Victoria, 
B. C. Japs believed them, Coleman 
said, and made them camp on board 
ship, where everything was cuffo 
until they left for Victoria. 

When asked if the bunch was 
broke, Coleman said they were leav- 
via train for Chicago, where 
they expected to get affairs straight- 
ened out. Troupe did not spend 
much time here. 

The Marcus troupe, consisting 
principally of 40 American gals, has 
been 30 months in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Orient. Com- 
pany will play a final week at the 
State-Lake, Chicago, and then dis- 
bands. Jith N. S. Barger, Marcus 
will put ‘Night in Moulin Rouge’ 
into production, consisting of 100 
people, and is dickering for Helen 
Morgan, Toby Wing and the Rita 
Rio band for names. 

‘Moulin’ will go on road in early 
fall. Schedule will include Palomar, 
Seattle, for one week; ditto for 
Orpheum, Portland, and then 
night stands in the northwest. 


ORAL CONTRACTS NG. six. bu the average will be slightly 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Oral contracts for theatrical en- 
gagements are nix, according to a 
decision by the State Labor Com- 
mission, which decided in favor of 
George Jessel against the Edward 
Resnick agency in a suit for $3,600. 

Ruling was made under sections 
1642 and 1644, dealing with theatri- 
cal bookings. It prohibits an agent 
from entering a deal with a client 
without a written contract setting 
forth all working and financial con- 
ditions. 

Resnick will appeal. 


New 1,500-Seat Seattle 
Spot Is Riviera Replica 





Seattle, Aug. 1. 
The Show Box, Seattle’s newest 
night spot, built at cost of about 


$100,000, opened July 24 with a seat- 
ing capacity of 1,500. It’s ultra- 
modern and claimed to be a replica 
of Ben Marden’s in Engle- 
wood, N. J. 

Dancing is on tap from noon each 
day until one in the morning. Eddie 
Zollman furnishes the music on the 
Wurlitzer afternoons, with Jimmy 
Murphy’s orch dishing out the tunes 
for night gliding. 

The opening show 


Riviera 


is headed by 


Jack Russell as m.c. Others are 
George Lyons, harpist; Warner and 
Margie, dance and dog act; Ray and 


Bee Gorman, comedy; Eari, Fortune 
and Pope, ballroom trio. 
Mike Lyons is managing the spot. 


Columbus Cafe Reopens 


Columbus, O., Aug. 1. 
Its liquor permit restored, 


Jones’ Arabian Supper club, shut- 


tered three weeks, has been reopened | 


|and chorines, who arrived here en '| 
route east, were broke, stranded and | AFA 8 charter 


Coleman claims the white Rats strike in 1916, With | of . 
In most cases, the niteries merely 


one- | 


IA-AFA vs. 4 A’s Seen as Damper 
On Stage Shows Making Headway 
In 39-40 Until It Straightens Out 





ica (Four A’s) and the International ' 


ployees (stagehands) for jurisdic- 
tion over vaude and nitery perform- 


ers is being viewed with alarm by 
circuits and indie theatre ops using, 
or contemplating, stage shows. In- 
ter-union strife, evolving from the 
Four A’s revocation of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors’ charter, is 
expected to put a complete damper 
on any new stage show plans for 
next season, 


IATSE’s move in 





granting the 
on Monday (31) 
brings theatres face to face with the 
serious union situation since 


; most 


| the cooperation of the IATSE, now 
| the AFA’s parent union, the AFA 

san now enforce ‘closed shops’ in 
| theatres, something the White Rats 


| failed to achieve because the stage- 


Rose Takes Step 


To Pay Aquacade 
Rehearsal Coin 





P ; Labor’s 
| Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em-| neets in Atlantic City Aug. 7 








As per arbiter Walter Winchell’s | 
decision last spring, 


Growing struggle between Asso- hands (and musicians) refused to 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer-| Walk out in a sympathy strike. 


Until the American Federation of 
which 
, rules 
on the matter, it’s stated that the 
major circuits are holding their fall 
stage plans in abeyance. Union 
negotiations and difficulties have al- 
ways had great bearing on the 
amount of vaude playing time in re- 
cent years and it’s expected that 
theatre ops will now wait for a 
clear-cut clarification of the inter- 
union scramble before making fu- 


executive council, 


| ture committments. 


Few niteries are immediately af- 
fected by the IATSE-AFA tieup, as 
only in rare instances are sufficient 
stagehands employed to tie up op- 
eration in the event of a dispute. 


employ one or two electricians to 
handle the lighting, though sizeable 
crews are used in such production 
spots as the International Casino and 
Paradise on Broadway, and Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, in the 
Paramount hotel, N. Y. 


In its statement on the granting of 
the IATSE charter, the AFA de- 
clared: 


‘Leaders of both the AFA and 
IATSE see the attainment of a joint 
goal—100% unionization of the en- 
tertainment world—as a natural 
outcome of the alliance of the two 
groups. 

‘In the past, as an affiliate of the 
Four A’s, that AFA was hampered 
by the Four A’s lack of interest in 
the variety field, its refusal to ad- 


Billy Rose| vance funds or make loans to fur- 


Monday (31) placed in escrow in the | ther organization of these perform- 


Chemical Bank Trust Co., New York, | ers, 


$22,000 in rehearsal coin for some | 
209 chorus people and swimmers in 
ithe cast 
Fair Aquacade. Money is deposited | 
to each individual’s name and will 


be paid after the water show closes | 


at the end of the Fair’s first season 
1 (Oct. 31), but not until after Win- 
|chell examines Rose’s books to see 


if the showman’s ryofit is sufficient ! 


to warrant such a disbursement. 
On the basis of business to date, 
it’s figured Rose’s net profit for the 
| first year of operation of the Aqua- 
| cade will amount to around $750,000. 
The amount of money each play- 
|er will receive varies, as some were 
rehearsal five weeks and others 


$100. Their strike last April, 
after most of the swimmers and 
|chorus people joined the American 
Federation of Actors, threatened to 
tie up the show around 10 days be- 
fore the Fair and Aquacade opened. 
Arbitration finally gave the players 
a $5 weekly boost in salary to $35 
and permitted the show’s profits to 


determine whether rehearsal pay 
would be forthcoming. 
In placing the money in escrow, 


Rose is living up to his agreement 
with the AFA and apparently stand- 
ing by that union’s contract, though 
jits understood that most of the | 


| show’s people involved have moved 


| expenses 


American Guild of Va- 
union chartered by the 
|Four A’s following its revocation of 
the AFA’s charter a couple of weeks 


ago. 


}over to the 
|riety Artists, 


Committee of Aquacade perform- 
known Monday that they 
vill take steps to force Rose to pay 
rehearsal coin to those who have 
dropped out, or will drop out before 
show closes. About 15 have 
already left. Rose has indicated that 
only those who stick to the finish 


ers made 


the 


| will receive back rehearsal pay. 


FT. WORTH CASA PULLS 
$20,000 IN 1ST WEEK 


Fort Worth, Aug. 1. 
Casa Manana here, during its first 
week, took in $20,000, clearing all 
with some to spare and 


| topping the first week of last year. 


Tom | 


with usual floor show policy and 
dancing. 
Spot has been renovated. 


Biz is building, too. 

Abe Lyman and his orchestra and 
Kenny Baker are due tomorrow to 
go into show Friday night (4), when 
Ray Bolger, Frances Langford and 
Russ Morgan bow out. Baker is in 
for only one week. Martha Raye 
starts two-week engagement Aug. 11. 

Graceila trio and Tvixie, juggler, 


| also join show Friday (4). i 


and by its general apathy.’ 





of his New York World's; AGVA Rushing Ahead 


On Organizing Drive 
American Guild of Variety Are 
tists, the recently-chartered Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America 
affiliate covering vaude-nitery-circus 
performers, is rushing ahead with its 


|organizing drive pending a decision 


in the injunction suit before N. Y. 
Supreme Court Justice McGoldrick. 
Maida Reade, Equity council mem- 
ber, was last week named temporary 
executive-secretary and offices were 
opened adjoining the Screen Actors 
Guild’s eastern headquarters, at 11 
West 42d street, New York. 
Injunction action was brought the 
previous week by the American 


| Federation of Actors (vaude-nitery- 


circus), whose charter was revoked 
by the Four A’s. Suit was aimed to 


halt AGVA’s organizing drive and 
set aside the charter revocation. Ar- 


guments were heard and briefs were 
filed, but Justice McGoldrick may 
not hand down a decision @ntil later 
this week, Meanwhile, AFA has 
been chartered by the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees (stagehands), which 
complicate the injunction action. 
Claimed that AGVA now has 2,400 
applications for membership, most of 
them from the AFA ranks. Such a 
figure is considered an_ excellent 
showing, particularly considering the 
fact that at the present time of year 
a large percentage of the performers 
are not in New York. Cast from the 
Aquacade, at the New York World's 
Fair, is said to have 
‘nearly 100%.’ Meeting of the group 
was held last Friday (28) and plans 
were mapped for pushing the ora 
ganizational drive as well a 
ing future moves against Billy Rose, 
operator of the Aquacade. 
Appointment of Miss Reade as 
temporary executive - secretary of 


signed up 


outlin- 


, the new union occasioned a flurry of 


criticism on the ground that her 
membership in the Equity council 
might involve divided loyalty. Equity 
is already on record as opposed to 


;such a setup in the case of George 


Heller, treasurer and associate exec- 
utive-secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists. However, 
Miss Reade has indicated that as 
long as her AGVA post is merely a 
temporary appointment she will re- 
tain the Equity connection. She 
added that in any matters concerne- 


ing AGVA or its jurisdiction, she 
would absent herself from _ the 
Equity deliberations. Her AGVA 


job pays $6,000 a year. 
IA-AFA-AAAA 
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NEVADA'S TURF 


REVIVAL UPS 
CAFE BIZ 


Reno, Aug. 1, 
Revival of horse racing in Nevada 
has boosted nitery biz here and at 


Lake Tahoe. Permit to conduct 
horse racing three days each week 
until Labor Day was recently: 


granted for the Reno track by ine 
state racing assn. 


Anson Weeks’ ban 


succeeded by Clyde Lucas’ 
Stepin Fetchit is appearing 
week at the Dog House here, head- 
ing a vaude bill, while Sally Rand 
appears weekends at Cal-Neva 
Lodge, Lake Tahoe, where she has 
a chorus performing nightly. This 
significant of the calibre of acts 
and bands brought in with the revi- 
val of the turf sport. 


is 





$2,500-$3,060 Healy Fund 





Between $2,500 and $3,000 was 
realized by a benfit show Monday 
night (31) in Providence for the 
widow of the late Eddie Healy, 
veteran vaudeville artist, who lost 
his life recently in a fire. 

It was held at the Elks Audi- 
torium, Providence, Healy’s home 
tewn, with Charles H. (Doc) Breed 
of the RKO Vaude Exchange, Boston, 
bringing down a 20-act show. 











Nm 


HILDEGARDE 


Third Return Engagement 











Appearing Nightly 
Savoy Plaza Hotel 


NEW YORK 
Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 


has just com-| 
pleted a month’s run at the Lake, 
Tahoe State Line club and has been} 
crew. : 

this: 


‘FOLIES’ FOR TEXAS 


Clifford Fischer Show Booked For 


Exposition 
Dallas, Aug. 1. 
Clifford C. Fischer's ‘Folies Ber- 





gere’ is booked for the State Fair of 
Texas, Oct. 7-22. Cast includes Mlle. 
Corrine, Emile Boreo Georges 
Buray, Martha Demeter, Franklin 
D'Amore and Anita, and Fred San- 
born. 


| 


| of Chicago, 
fair auditorium here Nov. 


‘A Night at the Moulin Rouge.’ out 
is booked to play at the 
19 and 20. 


Philly Anchorage Settles 
Scrap With Musicians; 
Now Using Union Band 


Phiiadelphia, Aug. 1. 

After a six-month battle with the 
Philly local of the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians, Arthur H. Pa- 
dula, operator of the Anchorage, 
came to an agreement with the 
union last week. The non-union 
band, which has been in the spot 
since the dispute began in February, 
was replaced last night (Monday) by 
Johnny Graff and his crew, which 
had previously occupied the band- 
stand for several years. 

Final angle of the altercation to 





the local. It demanded that Padula 
hire eight men, while he insisted on 
taking only seven, 
to the eight, but he had previously 
gained several other points 
the lengthy siege. 
for four weeks, 


Contract is only 
until Sept. 1, when 


time. 
Anchorage situation caused an in- 
ternal split in the local, with a ma- 





| jority of the members at a special 

meeting voting to take Padula off 
unfair list. Meeting was he 

| the f list. Meet held 


| while the nitery op’s most vehement 
| foe in the union, Rex Riccardi, 
| retary, was out of town. 


Juve Jive Joint Ops Held 
On Beer-Selling Charge 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

| Six men were held in bail last 
| parlor which, besides 
| censed, alleged to have served 
| beer to minors. Spot, called United 


being 


is 





| Citizens of America and promising 








| jobs and educational facilities for 





PLAYING THEATRE DATES 


‘THE THURSTON SHOW” 


World's Largest Magic Show 
BOOKED SOLID SEPT, 20 


Write PAGE & LONG, Hollywood 
Wire 8736 Asheroft Ave., Cail. 


unemployed youth is said to have 
5 Cheese them in with ‘all the beer 
you can drink for 50c. 

Agents for the Liquor 
Board testified that the only 
| the place held was one to 

funds for charity. 
the spot when it was raided the pre- 
| vious week, 21 were minors. 


Control 
license 
collect 














Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 





NAB 2 NITERY OPS 
Galveston, Aug. 1. 

Jimmie Alexander and Louis Mor- 
| ris, long prominently identified with 
night clubs here, were among more 
than 70 persons charged with gam- 
bling by police after raids on policy 
games here. 





PICCADILLY, LONDON, 'W. 1. 


They paid fines of $200 each. 








BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46° ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 


9-7800 





J.H 


GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








| House patrons balloted for 


| 20 titles; 


| ter, 


be ironed out was a win scored by | 


! 
| 
He finally agreed | rehearsals and serving it up for un- 
; 


during | 


the union’s fiscal year for nitery | 
contracts is up. Entire termer will 
be reopened for discussion at that 


sec- | 


| week following a raid on a jitterbug | 
unli- | 


Of 50 persons in| 





if Unit Review 


IRENE 


(Cc APITOL, WASH.) 








Washington, July 29. 
‘Irene, 75-minute version, with 
dances staged by Harlan Dixon, 


music directed by Nicholas Marinaro, 
staged by Harry Krivit and produced 
by Gene Ford; starring Jane Winton, 
with Helen Namur, Ann Heath, John 
Barker, Howard Chamberlain, Eddie 
Michaels, Leslie Adams, Jr., Lida 
Kane. Eunice Healey, Virginia 
| Bolen, Bartlett Simmons, Jerry 
| Delaney, Violet Holliday, 
'Grand Quartet, Mixed Chorus (28); 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20). j 


That the show is interesting enter- 
tainment is almost incidental this | 
week in face of sock publicity value 
of what is frankly a big experiment. 


a week | 
and selected this old standby out of 
stories about casting and 

ran into columns, and 
both before opening and af- 
were delivered a nostalgic wal- 
lop that won close to rave notices all | 
down the line. It’s surefire for the | 
mature customers who remember 
the 1920s, and if the youngsters, most 
of whom have never seen a musical 
comedy in the flesh, are sometimes | 
annoy ed by the song-talk-song for- | 
mula, they still get a kick out of the | 
highlighis. 

Actually Loew’s producer, Gene 
Ford, has done an exceedingly smart 
job of cutting the 130-minute show 
| to 75, smoothing it all out in 11 days 


rehearsals 
critics, 


ider $6,000. Secret lies largely in 
fact that principals are seasoned 
musical comedy troupers. Lines 
have been slashed to a minimum to 
carry the story of Irish Cinderella 
from the slums who is given job 
wearing smart clothes to publicize a 
modiste and captivates a rich prince 
charming. Dialog:- is somewhat 
quaint in spots, but before the high- 


school crowd gets out its snicker, it’s 
floored by a song or a specialty. 
Jane Winton gets top billing in| 


title role, which she handles effec- 
tively, along with her warbling of 
‘Alice Blue Gown’ and ‘Irene.’ How- 
ever, audience preference goes to 
Lida Kane, of the original ‘Irene’ 
| company, who has the sock comedy 
| lines as Irene’s suspicious and loud- 
|} mouthed mother; Jerry Delaney, 
who tickles ’em as the effeminate 
modiste; Eunice Healey, who scores 
in a tao solo during scene change; 
Eddie Michaels, who socks in acro- | 
batic tap, and Ann Heath, whose 
blonde hair and pleasing soprano 
scores in the ‘Castles in the Air’ solo. 

John Barker and Bartlett Sim- | 
mons do smooth and workman-like 
| job carrying bulk of plot and come | 
through for incidental singing and | 
hoofing. Virginia Bolen ditto. Four 
Grand Quartet has one _ incidental 
song as a unit and for the rest of the 
time works right in with the chorus. 
Boys, whose 12 voices shake the raf- 
ters, and 16 girls, who get through 


their simple dance routines satis- | 
factorily, fill up the stage spectacu- 
larly and, often through sheer bulk, 


get sock hand. 

Costumes are clean and bright, 
with two changes for the boys, three 
for the girls and plenty for the prin- 
cipals. Sets, all built here, are en- | 
tirely adequate, tricky all-black cut | 
out wooden traveler used effectively 
between full-stage and down-stage 


scenes. 

Unit was built for just the one | 
week here, but it’s possible it may | 
be seven, further stage time by | 
Loew’s due to its general big-time 
flavor. H.o. execs from N. Y. are} 


expected here this week to o.o. the | 
| production before making a definite 
decision 


Biz here is good. Craig. 


VEGETABLE MAN PLANS 
NEW PHILLY NITERY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

At least one new nitery will open | 
In midtown Philly in the fall. Herb | 
| Spatola, former wholesale produce 
man, who a month ago took over-| 
the Flanders Grill, has leased the | 
floor above it for a cabaret. This is | 
Spatola’s initial nitery venture. He 
| has also installed the first live talent | 
| in the Flanders, Larry Vincent, for- | 
| mer WCAU pianologer. 
| Arcadia - International, erstwhile | 
| top Philly spot, which went bank- 
|rupt last season, is reported being | 
| readied for a fall opening by one of | 
| 
| 








| the principal creditors. | 


| 





| Richman Selling Home 


Beechhurst, L. L, home of Harry | 
Richman, is to be sold at auction | 
Sept. 9. The large brick house had | 
Originally been built by Ed Gal- 
lagher, of Gallegher and Shean. 

Richman’s reason for disposing of 
the property is that he doesn’t oc: 
| cupy it often enough, spending most 
of his ti me in Flori da. | 








Four | ( 
| ond finds 


| backs of the gals for 


;} although Marin must oft-times 
| wits with alleged wisecrackers from 


| Music Hall, 
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'McDONALD and ROSS 
| Dancing 
|9 Mins. 
| Earle, Wash. 


(total); Full 





‘NEW ACTS 


ancing of girl on the man’s shoulder 


without slowing down the walt, 
| tempo. Climax is a whirling step 
by the male with the femme de ftly 


Tall man and slender little brunet, | ee back of his neck while he 


both clean-cut and attractive, have 
grafted a class ballroom manner on- 
to mastery of taps, Or vice versa. 
Pair has three routines in vaude| 
revue, 


and aft with same style stuff. 

First is smooth, restrained ball- 
room number with incidental taps, 
man in full dress and girl in so- 
phisticated pink satin gown. 
man in conventional tux 
and girl in white tux top, short 
white trunks and silk stockings, for 


' cigaret-lighting pantomime followed 


by slick close-oraer walks, skips and 
spins to perfect tan rhythms. Third 
is done in same costumes On stair- 


|cases with complex runs and taps. 


Finish sock with fast kicks and 


| twirls which squeeze in all the show- 
|manship value of a challenge rou- 


tine, without ever 
into one. 

Couple, which has been working 
i clubs and hotels, 
debut, use full stage and has plenty 
of speed. They gain their effect via 


slipping openly 


grace and rhythm rather than acro- 
batics or endurance. Interpretive 


gestures and facial expressions are 
there and smartly. Customers high- 
ly appreciative. Craig. 


PAUL MARIN 


Sec- | 


calmly lights a cigaret, puts his 

hands in pockets, etc. Trick is done 

almost too easily for its novelty. 
Turn is nicely dressed, the 





femine 


each aided smartly by back- | wearing light blue dress that con- 
ground of 16 girls setting mood fore | 


trasts well with the color 
| hair; she’s a_ sorrel-topped 
| He's in tails. 
' petent either 


of her 

looker. 
Team is highly com- 
for stage or cafes. 

Wear. 

ARMANDA and LITA 

Comedy Dancers 

5 Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Another of those Moore and Revel, 
The Hartmans and kindred type 
combos, doing their hokum Vien- 


nese waltz with considerably more 
knockabout and broad comedy, once 
they expose their hokum. They start 
off as legit as most of ‘em, and then 
they get badly tangled u2. 





but is making stage | at 
| ping 





| 
| 


| ter, 


The added touches by Armanda 
are his bumps, falling braces, drop- 
trousers, breakaway formal 
habiliment, etc. Has its comedy 
moments and makes for a neat five 
minutes on a floor. Abel. 


Sines Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Gertrude Broderick, 





Johnny’s sis- 
here for the annual check-up. 

Ben Schaffer Day was celebrated 
at the Jimmy Marshall Lambs Wash- 


|}ing camp, with Ben as toastmaster. 


Cartoonist 
6 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Paul Marin is a quick-sketch | 
artist, doing caricatures on easels |4 
supported by members of the 
Modettes (6), Wally Wanger’s line 


in the show. He makes a nice ap- 
pearance in white tie and artist's 
smock, as he calls for numerals from 
the audience, and around these cari- 
catures faces. 

For the audience 
customers for 


with the 

he uses the 
his soft-cryon 
This too is showmanly 
match 


stuff, 
models, 


caricaturing. 


among the audience. The artist is 
compelled to curb himself accord- 
ingly and also not take advantage 
with any uncomplimentary sketch- 
ing, for obvious reasons. Drunk or 
|} sober, the customer still must be 
| right 

For intime niteries Marin is a bit 


of a novelty. Abel. 


|, BRENT and KAYE 


Comedy Acrobatics 
8 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Using the formula of getting their 
limbs all tangled up to get laughs, 


ithe mixed team of Brent and Kaye 


opens with a waltz number in which 
things go wrong, then turn to acro- 
batics of a familiar but clever order. 
Routine has been carefully and in- 
geniously worked out on the mixup 
phase but, now and then, 


it gets a} 


little too fresh and intimate. Girl is 
of the pint-size variety, while the |! 
man is about twice her size. In a/! 


couple barrel-rolls the for: 
she must have plenty 
however. 

A very 


ner proves 
of muscle, 


good act of its kind 
immensely liked here, when caught. 
Okay for cafe floors; also, Harlem- 
esque or otherwise. Char, 


ST. CLAIR and DAY 
Ballroom Dancers 
7 Mins. 
nN. &: 
Young couple has 
indicating experience, although not 
in Variety files. _.Team recently re- 
turned from a world tour. 
From the accepted ballroomology, 
pair 
bends and whirls ending with bal- 


and | 


skill and poise, | 


swings into a series of unusual , 








Dick Willis, 
fiddler, 


local m. ¢. and bass- 
warned by local cops he 


| would be pinched if he paraded _lo- 
|cal Broadway again in shorts. 


Boy 


stopped traffic and female pulse. 


Charlie Barrett, a 15-year ozoner, 
formerly of the Juggling Barretts, 


still smiling despite misfortune. 
The Roy Shelleys, of the Mount 
Baker Club, will be three shortly, 
Steve Gregory, until recently a 
trumpet player with the local toot- 
ers, is now a chef here. 
(Write to those who are ill). 














Now! 18th Week 


Tickets Selling Five Weeks in Advance 


JERRY BENT 





in His “Clinical Rhapsodies” 
LE DEAUVILLE INN 
Spring Lake, N. J. 























Make Money Night and Day 
Without Selling 








Big money with Silver King 
Piace in taverns store filing 
stations, ete Vends candy, gum 
peanuts, Start smail-full oc spare 
time Get tree facts todas 
" SPECIAL Dest. V 
OFFER AUTOMATISO 
10 “Silver GAMES 
| Kings’ $55 2425 Fullerton 
from factory | Chicago 











ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now Capitol, Portland, Ore. 
Doubling Clover Club, Portland 
Playing Denver, Colorado Springs, 
Pueblo, Starting July 23 
State-Lake, Chicago, Week Aug. 4 


Sailing for England Aug. 26 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 























THE ORIGINAL 


GALI GALI 


Egyptian Magician 


Opening August 2 for a 6-week return engagement at the 
Rainbow Room and Rainbow Grill in Radio City, New 
York, after a successful 30-week engagement in the 
select smart clubs and theatres of England. 


DAUPHIN HOTEL, 67th Street and Broadway, New York 























SAINT CLAIR and DAY 


DANCE SENSATION OF EUROPE 
THE PAST FOUR YEARS 
Returned to Broadway for Their Opening at 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, July 27th 
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Night Club 


Reviews 





Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Jay C. Flippen with Jerry White, 
Marjorie Gainsworth, Bourban & 
Bane, Mills, Starr & Tracy, Armanda 
& Lita, Paul Marin, Gloria & Cook 
and LaPlaya Dancers (0), Modestes 
(6); Lou Martin, Pepito & Godoy’s 
orchestras, 





In the 
vacationing, Leon Enken has 
prought in a good substitute show 
headed by Col. Jay C. Flippen who 
js an impressive conferencier. Flip- 
pen has the manner, carriage and 
aplomb for an al fresco nitery like 
L&E's, and yet is possessed of all 
the polish to pace his proceedings 
with distinction. 

Current lineup is one of the best 
at this 52d street institution. Mar- 
jorie Gainsworth. comely soprano, is 
costarred with Flippen. She handles 
‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ in swing-sing 
style, plus ‘My Hero’ and contem- 
poraneous pops like ‘Winter Comes,’ 
making nice impression throughout. 

The comedy hors d’ouvres are pep- 
sery as done by the Three Playboys, 
Mills, Starr and Tracy. 


and bill their names solo. They have 
a deft comedy fiair and get to the 
customers pronto, starting first with 
the impromptu heckling of the m.c., 
and thence into their own specialty. 
Their ‘Minnetonka’ swingeroo is a 
standout as is their Clayton, Jackson 
and Durante impression which trio 
they suggest in manner and style of 


working. : 
Armanda and Lita and Paul 
Marin. both New Acts: former 


with ballroom hoke, and Marin with 
a novelty quick-sketch turn, 

Among Flippen’s own specialties 
is Jerry White, a jittery stooge, who 
muggs and whips over a good eccen- 
tric dance specialty. The Modettes 
(6) are a comedy line in general 
support. They’re Walter Wanger’s 
troupe. One of ’em is Alicia Quigley, 
blonde looker, who is the wife of 
Lee Dixon, the dancer. 

‘Follow the Leader’ is a Paul Jones 
terp routine with the customers that 
is also paced for laughs, and Gloria 
Cook-Bob Conrad, heading the eight 
LaPlava Dancers, do ensemble ball- 
roomology ‘(Viennese waltz, conga, 
eic.), later also engaging in audi- 
ence participation. It’s a nominal 
buv for the house because its tied up 
with the D’Avalos dancing school. 
Pepito and Godoy's rhumba-conga 
band figures in the Latin terp dem- 
onstrations. Lou Martin's band, per 
usual plays for straight dansanation. 


Abel. 
HOTEL NEW YORKER 
(TERRACE ROOM) 


orch with 


Shep Fields’ Claire 
Nunn, Jerry Stewart, Vera Hruba, 
Nathan Walley, Edith Dustman, 
Ronnie Roberts, DuReine Farley, 


Douglas Duffy. May Judels Ice Bal- 
let (6). Ross MacLean, Peter Kent's 
orch with Kathryn Tate. 


Showmanly handling of the Hotel 


New Yorker's Terrace Room sharply 
contrasts the indecisive policy of 
that other Hitz hotel in midtown 
Manhattan, the Belmont-Plaza’s 
Glass Hat This being the flagship 
hostelry of the Ralph Hitz chain 
probably explains the topnotch at- 
tention given every detail. from 
roaitre Max at the door, who has 
“ fiair for handling his patronage 
well, to the name bands. 

Shep Fields’ ‘rippling rhythm’ 
marks a New York comeback after 


two years away from the east, part 


of which time he was rather seri- 
ously ill. His unique ‘rippling’ terp 
Style is, as ever, distinctive and cer- 


tainly gets them out on that dance 
floor fast. Jerry Stewart vocalizes 
énd Claire Nunn. at the Steinway, 
whips the keys deftly for pianologic 
interludes, 


The ice show is more than ever a 
natural for midsummer, especially 
with the recent drought weather. 


It’s a compact 25 minutes, headed by 
Vera Hruba, personable Czech 
skater, with a strong supporting 
lineup. Nathan Wallev is an adept 
funster on runners: Edith Dustman 
and DuReine Farley do solo and 
double svecialties: Ronnie Roberts is 
the handsome juve on ice, with some 
whirlwind routines, also doing a 
waltz double with Miss Farley, and 


there’s a choral sextet for the for- 

















absence of Eddie Davis, 


Incidentally | 
they might forget that ‘Playboys’ tag | 





LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


LONDON: 





mation routines. 
|makes an effective m.c., 
;nouncing and showmanly 
up the sundry ice niceties. 

Peter Kent’s relief combo is an ex- 


Ross MacLean 
mike-an- 


pointing 


pert sextet and also has a piano- 
logist specialist in Kathryn Tate 
more on the Ramona side with her 


cv 


wing-sing interludes. 


RAINBOW GARDENS 


(STRAFFORD, PA.) 


Abel. 





Philadelphia, July 28. 


Leo Zollo orch (10), Ralph East- 
wood, Mildred Rogers. 


| Capitalizing on a prime location in 
| Philly's most heavily-populated so- 
, Clety sector, the Main Line, the old 
| Covered Wagon Inn has opened an 


Rainbow Gardens. 
sibly i 
year-old, college-graduate-daughter 
of the Bachmann’s, who for the past 
Six years have run 


Spot is 


Wagon, strictly an oversize grog 
parlor, 
Apparently no expense was de- 


toured in making the al fresco dine- 
and-dancery a top attraction for the 
uppity nabe trade to which it caters, 
as_ well as something worth a 15- 
mile ride to Philadelphians seeking 
a cool and pleasant spot. One of 
Philly’s best known (‘and most ex- 
pensive) architects was employed 
and reproduced a domestic version 
of the famed San Souci in Havana. 
Dmg has terraced decks on three 
sides, 
|fourth and a generous dance floor 
}in the center. It will seat 525 with 
a little crowding, although the tables 
| are oversize for a nitery. Aside 
| from the general beautv of the col- 


_VA 


outdoor adjunct which it terms the | 
osten- | 
operatea by Margretta, 22- | 


the Covered | 


with a band house on the} 








fully-awninged 


oO! \ terraces, a strong 
point is the good visibility. Food is 
excellent, prices extremely reason- 
abie «(which is more important in 
building up a regular trade along 
the heavily-heel.d Main Line than 


In the midtown rookeries), aid busi- 
ness is commensurate with the assets 
oflered 
There is no 
being merely Leo Zollo’s 
a boy and girl vocalist. 
) 


show, the diversion 
orch and 

Zollo’s 
time was 
Franklin 
© a well-balanced combo 
of three rhythm, three brass and 
three reeds, with one of the horn 
tooiers doubliig on a fiddle close to 
the mike for nice effect. Music is 
well on the sweet side, as would be 
expected. 

Mildred Rogers is the femme can- 
ary. Quite a looker, the small 
blonde gal is in many respects a 


crew, which for a long 
standard at the Benjamin 
hotel here, j 


UDE--NIGHT CLUBS 


| 


; year 


vocal ringer for Bea Wain. Her | 
tone, diction and _ phrasing are 


reminiscent of the ex-Larry Clinton 
chanteuse and she goes over easily. 
Also a good bet is tenor Ralph East- 
wood. He specializes in the Irish 
ballads, but is also very acceptable 
in standard pops. 

Unfortunately there’s bad show- 
manship in presentation of the band 
and throaters. Colored lights on the 
tooter crew are okay, but they leave 
the batoneer in the dark. Same is 
true of the warblers, and particular- 
ly sO working behind a big mike, 
for which one of the modern eight- 
balls would be a welcome substitu- 
tion. Herb. 





Skelton Settles with Agent 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 

I. Robert Broder, New York attor- 
;ney for Tom Kennedy, came here 
| to straighten out the contract diffi- 
culty involving his client and Red 
Skelton. 

Dispute was settled with a cash 
| payment, Kennedy continuing as the 
' comedian’s agent. 


| 
| 


| milkbath is 
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N. Y. Nitery Followup 











Not for nought is Billy Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe the No. 1 cabaret 
of New York and has been for eight 
months with the present show. With 
Broadway looking more and more 
a Coney Island, and its big-capacity 
niteries doing spottily, the mauve 
decade-themed floorshow, in the 
basement of the Paramount hotel, is 
a consistent business-getter. 

Joseph E. Howard with his yester- 
song hits (I Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now,’ etce.);  Fritzi 
Scheff reprising ‘Kiss Me Again’; 
Emma Francis tapstering af strong 
as ever; and such moderns as Tom 
Patricola, Frank Libuse (a minia- 
ture ‘Hellzapoppin’ in himself with 
his nut pianology); Clyde Hager 
with his pitchman’s routine, and 
Noble Sissle doing a bangup job ma- 
estroing the whole works, are high- 


lights of the cavaicade that goes 
from Delmonico’s to the Ziegfeld | 
Roof. There Buddy Doyle does his 


standard Cantor; the Anna Held 
reprised, and in Della 
Lind’s spot—now that she’s shifted to 
‘Streets of Paris’—is Lucille Johnson, 
personating Lillian Russell. She too 
is blonde and personable. 

Second take of the Horseshoe evi- 
dences that it’s been kept right on 
its toes, and there is no stalling. 


Michael and Marlynn, in their 70th 
consecutive week atop the Rainbow 
Grill, informal room on the 65th 
floor of the RCA Bldg., backed by 
the latest in the succéssion of bands 
—this time Barry Winton’s nifty en- 
semble—work in yeoman fashion 
with their ‘champagne hour.’ This 
is the 9:30-10:30 stopgap when the 


Wintonites are laying off. and the 
customers are offered a choice of 
wine or free dinners to those who 
win the applause honors 


Guests alternately dance with 
Michael or Marlynn, former doing 
the difficult spileling, and both 


demonstrating the succession of Vi- 
lennese waltz, tango, rhumba, polka, 
etc. Then the eliminations, and fin- 
ally the popular applause-winners 

| It’s gotten so that many regulars 
now schedule themselves just ta 
catch the 9:30 fun, after having din- 
ner elsewhere, or just before start- 
ing out in the supper clubs. 





| Senny Kendis’ tiptop dansapation 
|at the Stork Club continues as stand- 
|ard as does Sherman Billingsley’s 
|general good taste in running his 
|room, That Billingsley has made the 
| Stork a nationally known institution 
jis somehow taken for granted, but 
| not until the visiting Holly woodians, 
and those from London and Paris 
have really started coming in this 
| past month, does one really become 
|impressed with the club’s widely 
' known vogue. Of course they’re in 
ifor the Fair, for one thing, but in 
{the nocturnal rounds, the request to 
| be taken to Chez Billingsley’s seems 
a universal must. 

| Uniform also are the two major 
impressions, One is the first com- 
|ment, ‘Just what has the Stork got 
i} that makes it so popular,’ and two, 
|at the end of the evening, comes the 
| qualifying conclusion that apparent- 
|ly it has a basic charm all its own. 
|'Of course there is alsa that other 
|intangible qualitv—the ‘human mu- 
| seum of interesting customers—and 
so that ends that. For instance, 


other than Kendis’ indefatigable 
| piano-maestroing and Jose Lopez's 
equally good rhumba-conga music, 
| the entertainment ends there. But 
the same thing applies at El] Morocco, 
where the people make their own 
jfun, fortified only by two crack 
' dance bands. Abel. 























To Everyone connected with 


my personal appearance tour, 


please accept my gratitude 


for your help in making it both 


successful and enjoyable. 


Sincerely, 


BOB HOPE 


Oh, yes, I'll be back again in 
the fall for both Paramount 


and Pepsodent. 


“Thanks for the Memory” 


























Done aieine come 
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FTP Now Definitely Cold Despite 
4 New Bills; Administration No Help 


& 
_ ets ? 











Washington, Aug. 1. 
Introduction of several bills did 
not improve the prospects of reviv- 
ing the Federal Theatre Project, 


which officially went out of exis- 
tence Monday (31) under stringent 
provisions of the 1940 Relief Appro- 
priation Act. There's no hope now 
that Congress will change its stand 
pefore adjournment. 

Four identical measures, propos- 
ing a $35,000,000 appropriation for 
‘projects sponsored solely by the 
Works Projects Administration’ and 
repealing the ban against the FTP, 
were dropped in the hopper last 
week, while a few days earlier an 
amendment had been suggested un- 
der which a censored drama pro- 
gram would be possible. Senator 
Robert F. Wagner, of New York, in 
company with Senators Claude Pep- 
per, of Florida, and Sheridan 
Downey, of California, renewed 
their previous suggestion that 2% 
ef the total be available for the vari- 
ous programs. Identical bills 


Needling Odets 


Philadelphia, Aug. }. 

Labor union vacationists at 
Camp Ridgedale, Sumneytown, 
Pa., maintained by the United 
Workers Organizations, have 
been giving Clifford Odets the 
rib at every Saturday campfire 
for the past three weeks. 

First week they gave ‘Waiting 
for Odets,’ with scenes from 
‘Waiting for Lefty,’ done in the 
manner of O'Neil, Noel Coward 
and the Russians. Second week 
they did ‘Paradise Mislaid,’ 
satirizing all of Odets’ plays. 
Last week the opus was tabbed 
‘Is There a Red Under Your 
Bed?’ 

Herman Rothstein, formerly of 
‘Pins and Needles,’ directs. 








arte 
aiid 


were sponsored by three California 
House Members, Representatives NO PANIC T0 
Thomas F. Ford, Lee Geyer, and 
Jerry Voorhis. 

The first move to exhume FTP 
was Ford’s suggestion the law be PRODUCER 
altered to siate that none of the 


money could be used for any theatre 
project ‘unless the plays presented -_———-— 
by such project have been first ap- 
proved by a board composed of five 
members @fialified to appraise the | 
cultural value of plays.’ It still | 
would have required sponsor con- | 
tributions by cities or states after | 





Management of the colored cast of 

i ‘Hot Mikado,’ Hall of Masic, N. Y. 
| World’s Fair, expressed itself as 
hardly satisfied with the partial con- 
cession made by Equity last week, 
| when the chorus salaries were re- 
Dec. 1, 1939. duced to $50 on a seven-day basis, 
Neo Help Frem New Dealers instead of the $56 that applied be- 
With the House apparently adam- | cause of time and a half for Simday 
antly opposed to Government-fos- | performances. Stated that the at- 


tered drama, the movement has traction is on a week to week basis | 
made no headway. Not even get-| and it is reported the show will be 
jing Administration support, al-| yanked if an _Sperernie profit is 


Roosevelt | not earned. 
sentence | been posted. 
Claimed thei 


though President and Mrs. Notice of closing had 


both deplored the death 


| ‘Mikado’ 
served on the theatre program. Col. Mikado 


bettered an 


F. C. Harrington, the Work Projects| even break last week. It was an- | 
Administrator, likewise has es oe that four persermeanesi 
no inclination to help through such | would be played Sundays. Hereto- 


a measure, 


. si = of the seaicishaptch Serer daily. 
The renovated relief administra- | 


| 
fion so far hase given no indication |} 


ce eat Se ster EQUITY LOPS 2 OFF 
STAFF, ADDS GREAZA’ 


the theatre people, who are due to 
go off the payroll in October unless 
they can find places with the aid of | 

Although Bquity | is 

headquarters staff by 

| Greaza has been added. 


local officials on other undertakings. | 

Unofficial word that executives— 

facing the necessity of making sharp 

cuts in the order to liv@| Robert T. Haines, who recently 
withdrew as assistant to Pau! Dull- 
zell. Latter is executive secretary 
and treasurer of the association, hut 





reducing iis} 
two, Walter} 


rolls in 
within the curtailed budget—still 
hope fo think up something. 


Se. Cal. FTP Folds | has peen acting as president in the 
i Anceles. Aug. 1 labsence of Arthur Byron, who is 
Federal Theat: “@ Pp oject vereiat | convalescing from an illness on the 
“ oast. 
headquarters Western and Venice | | Coz , 
eerdenty Greaza has appeared in a number 


(Continued on page 50) of Broadway shows. In the 


two he wa 


past 


s one of the mos 


year or 


berth called for a 


Salary approxl- 


o ~ 
e ating $3,000 annually and it is un- 
Entertamment Expenses; acted ihe cae pos wil 20 
M 9500 T although he will probably not accept 
ust Pay s b axes . tage engagements du ng incu nit 
bancy. | 
Harry Lane will leave the staff 


Government seeking back taxes 


a Tallulah Bankhead, Ce coe attending to personal affairs, will | 
aaa Se eal a atm ‘ "1991-38. | reside in California. James O'Neill 
ring a period between  I¥sl~s9.| 014 withdraws from Equity, but will 
Star, who is appearing in ‘The Lit- 


| devote part time to the association 


tle Foxes, National, N. Y., filed the because of his knowledge of details, 


annual returns and claimed deduc- | ecety #25 | 
; . | Both will x ive 

tions which were disallowed. In an} weekly. 

affidavit, Miss Bankhead stated that 


| a 


she frequently entertained showmen | 
of the theatre and picture fields, Ethel Borrymere’s Next 
Albany, Aug. 1. 


also a number of reporters on dailies 
Ethel Barrymore, who gave he! 


and magazines. 

Miss Bankhe: 1064th performance in ‘Whiteoaks’ at 
expenditures Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, Sun- 
deductions, day (30), and who finishes a com- 
hosted enhance her | pany tour of the straw hats with an 

Most of | engagement in the New York area 
taged at her} this week, will then take a rest prior 


pension 


id contends that such 
should be permitted as } 
since parties whieh she | 
were given to 
Standing in show business. 
the entertaining was 


apartment in the Elysec hotel, N. Y.,| to starting rehearsals in new opus, 
and the cost of dinner parties was); ‘The Farm at Three Echoes.’ | 
between $300 and $460 Federal| Piece, by Noel Langley, Holly- 
azents have been assigned io collect} wood writer, is scheduled to cebu 
Government claims. in Princeton, N. J., Oct 2] 


‘MIKADO’ CUTS 


| fore there have been three showings | 


° lan } a 4 ' 
He replaces | grounds that it would give one man 


the latter part of August and, after | 


Selwyn interests, 





VARIE TY hel 








Without Waiting for Equi- 





Not Theatre Owners, Will 
| Operate Central 

| Office, If and When 
| aubuie 


O. O. BIJOU THEATRE 





Broadway showmen are again seri- 
ously considering the formation of a 
central ticket office, 
having already been proposed. Plans | 
are progressing without waiting for 





being mulled. Whether the 
agers have decided to scrap the code, | 
however, has not been definitely de- 
cided, 





kers to bog down the code in a 
number of ways, in addition to 
| thrusting it into the courts. There 


ty’s Okay on Continuing 
Code System—Producers, 


Equity to say if it favors wee 
the code control system, and the 
feasibility of using the Bijou, a legit | 
house on 45th street, long unused, is | 
man- 


MULL OLD IDEA 


Going Ahead with Plans! 





CENTRAL TICKET AGCY. 


+ 





Mens, SEBIAIIc Y London, As Usual, Has More Plays, 
But B way Tops in Aggregate Coin 





DOROTHY HALL’S PLAY 
Presented at Camp Copake, N. Y., 
Then Does One-Nighters in Nabe 

Actress Dorothy Hall, 
written her first play, 
Tomorrow,’ is at Camp Copake, 





who has 
“Yesterday's 





Ticket | 


N. Y., where William B. Fried- 
lander is directing it. Jane Seymour 
;and Charles Kennedy have the 


leads. 


several sites | 


The central agency is the man-| 
agerial reaction to attempts by bro- | 


| 
| 
| seat Copake Auditorium 


Sam Zasuly is 
play every week through the sum- 
mer. He opens them at the 1,500- 
and plays | 
five one-night stands in neighboring 
summer resorts. 

An eight-piece orchestra plays in 
the pit. 





TIE IN WITH 
IATSE 


seems to be little doubt that the code | 


|at least partially solved the ticket | 
problem, because high prices were 
held down, but the results are not | &F@! 
satisfactory to showmen. Latter can- | N. Y., 
| not understand agency tactics, con- 


Theatrical Ma 
Treasurers 


nagers, 
union has 
meeting at the Capitol 
tomorrow 
|on a proposal to affiliate with IATSE. 


sidering the fact that leading bro- | It is predicted that the membership 


| kers admit the code 
} lives’ by ousting the practice of buys. | 


Brokers concede that there were} 


; t00 many violations of the rules, | 


are cognizant of those agencies 


better than the enforcement 





rules, too, probably the main reason| with IA 
| for the central agency idea. 


' 

| Old Idea 

| Plan for a central office has been | 
broached 
Several 
sueh 


for more than 20 years. 
years ago the League put} 
a plan into operation, but | 


‘saved their | 


Those whe operated under the code 


which have been at fault and say | tion of Actors a charter. 
they could police themselves much | page 1 of this issue. | 

com- | 
mittee of the Managers’ League of | 
New York Theatres. There is suspi- 
i cion that some managers evaded the 


flopped with it after placing a p1 ‘9- | 


moter who knew nothing of show! 
business in charge. The late Joe Le- 
blang offered to finance a central | 
agency and an agreement was ready 
for 
agers objected to participation on the 


control of all tickets. 
Formerly the basic objection to a 
(Continued on page 52) 


signaturing when several man- | 


will vote to endorse such a move by 
|a distinct margin. It is not the first 


When TMAT suddenly 
life two years ago and the member- 
| ship kept steadily climbing, 


under an 


irangement. Some of the stagehand 
lleaders did not approve of some 


TMAT activities and the deal was 
| never econsumated. TMAT, however, 
secured the support of the Teamsters 
Union, that proving a lever that 
forced the managers to recognize 
| TMAT and soon afierward enter into 
a basie agreement. 


Present TMAT leaders feel that as | 
it is a comparatively small union 
with unsolved problems, a_ tieup| 
with the stagehands would supply | 
needed strength and speed up nego- 
tiations with the managers in revis- 
ing the agreement for the coming | 
season. 


Selwyn-Gaige Suit vs. Veiller on ‘Law 


Legal proceedings by the Selwyns | 


Y:|and Crosby Gaige against Bayard | 
Veiller over the rights to ‘Within 
The Law’ is expected to settle a 


ht act. 
poten 


sputed point in the copyri 
| Question is whether = an 
after once d meena of his 
rights to a work, can renew in his 


|right period expires. Suit aims to 
| collect from Veiller money paid him 


| by Metro for a remake of ‘Law’ in| 


i film form. 


whole | 


own name after the original copy- 


we we'one ne"! May Settle Disputed Copyright Angle, 
tat tie eet, Se See y p pyrig g 


Play was a distinct flop at the} 
time. Script had been somewhat re- 
vised by the then top dramatist, 
the late George Broadhurst. When 
the property returned, Selwyns 
and Gaige, their silent partner, de- 
cided to present the show them- 
selves. The Broadhurst material 
was deleted almost entirely, al-} 


though he was given a smal] royalty 


| percentage. 


With Jane Cow] in the lead, ‘Law’ 


; was a sensation when presented on 


remindful of the | 


| expiration of the copyright, asked | 
}the author whether they should 
‘apply for renewal. Veiller replied 


Veiller, 


' that he had already done so, but for | 


the .benefit of himself. 
fore reaching the stage, 


‘Law,’ be- 
was shunted 


| about among half a dozen man- 
| agers. Selwyns first bought the 
| melodrama outright and turned it 
over to William A. Brady, after it} 


had been considered by George M. 


Broadway in the fall. With a hit of 


such proportions on their hands, the | 


managers decided to take care of 
who sold his rights for com- 
paratively small money. He 
paid $150 weekly for each company 
and at one time there 
panies on tour. 

Edgar and Arch Selwyn are on 
the Coast, 


Gaige, who produced on 


| when his former partners went west, 


|C ohan and Sam H. Harris. Brady, 
ltried it out at the Princess, Chicago, | 
n the spring of 1912, with Emil 
Clowes n the pad 


has been inactive 
lately, but is 
production 

yy him were 


as a Manager 
seeking a seript for 

Three books authored 
CCE! ched, 


, | 
Ly JUD) 


producing a new | 


Agents and | 
called a gen-! 
hotel, | 
(Thursday) to act | 


ltime that TMAT figured on tying up | 
wi.h the strong stagehands organiza- | Broadway musical which is topping 
| tion, the idea evidently being revived | * 
|when IA gave the American Federa- 
| Details on 


sprung to | | dramatic attractions 
it was 


stated that the union would affiliate 
autonomous ar- 


was | 


were 10 com- 


former being with Metro. | 
his own! 





London's legit season is running 
true to form as to the number of at- 
tractions, there being more shows 
than on Broadway during the sum- 
mer per usual. As of mid-July, there 
| were 21 attractions there, as against 
11 in New York, but, while the 
British metropolis exceeds in quan- 
tity, Broadway has a distinet edge in 
the grosses. 

Comparison in grosses indieates 
that New York’s total grose of 
better than $160,000 is around $30,000 
|more than the West End's, despite 
| the fact that there are almost double 

the number of attractions. Quite a 
| percentage of London’ heatres are 
| of limited size and tue admission 
, Scales are generally lower. Operat- 
ing expenses there, too, are under 
| the nut on this side, which explains 





why nine shows over there with 
grosses between $3,000 and $4,000 
| weekly, are able to get by. On 


Broadway there are but two shows 
getting $5,000 or less that have been 
operating. 


Picadilly’s toppers are not eom- 
paracle to Broadway's in point of 
takings. Broadway's ‘Hellzappin’ has 
been grossing from $10,000 to $15,000 
more weekly than London's leading 
musicals. ‘Black and Blue’ had an 
average of $18,000 as against $30,000 
average for ‘Hellz.” Best thing over 
there currently appe.-s to be the 
new “Band Waggon,’ rated around 
$20,000, while ‘The Dancing Years’ is 
rated well over $17,000. ‘Under Your 
| Hat,’ with a goodly run piled up, is 
| close to that figure and is slated to 


run to the end of the year. 


‘The Streets of Paris’ js 





another 


all London’s, getting as much as $23,- 
006, while among the straight plays 
‘The Philadelphia er # is 


likewise 
| getting more coin. All New 


York's 
are generally 
well ahead of similar types over 


(Continued on page 52) 


Chekhov, Non- Profi 
Drama School, Wiil 
Produce 2 on Bway 


| The Chekhov Theatre 
| garded as 
de drama 





Studie, re- 
the most exclusive place 


instruction in the coun- 


try, will produce two shows on 
Broadway next season, with casts 
| made up from its students. The 
presentations are designed to 
|'exhibit the result of almost twe 
years of schooling under the 


_ } Russian coach. Although the play- 
,;ers are of amateur rating at this 
time, it is expected they will come 
| under Equity jurisdiction and 
| probably join the association. 
School, which was originally in 
England, is located on a large estate 
at Ridgefield, Conn., and has been 
endowed, several weal thy persons 
| being interested in the project 
| which is of a non-profit nature. A 
| desi gner is coming from Rus: 


will 


a for 
the costumes and settings rm one 
| show, an American scenic artist hav- 
ing the other ass genment Under- 
stood the latter piece is based on 
Dickens’ ‘Pickwick Papers’ and will 


be a costume play. 

Only a percentage of those apply- 
jing for admission to the school are 
,accepted. Students must qualify 
| through auditions and, if talent is in- 
dicated, some are accepted without 
tuition fee being required. 


‘Horgan Finishes Lincoln 
| Play for Brock Pemberton 


Roswell, N. M., Aug. 1. 
New play about Lincoln has just 
been completed here by Paul Hor- 
gan and will be produced on Broad- 
way next fall by Brock Pemberton. 
Lincoln’s last three weeks in the 


| White House and his assassination is 
new play, which 
of his 
neoin ijn 
Broadway 


the theme of this 
does not overlap 
life covered by 
| Iinois,’ 


the period 
‘Abe Li 
current on 


ee 
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| ° r Ne york artment ht 
lon the way to battle. The wartime . their New Yor apartmen 10Use, 
INDIAN SUMMER | hospitality of the chateau had an ex- Hook, Line and Sinker does. Still, this does not pay for gro- | TT N ) 
Lakewood, Me., July 27. | hilerating clim ix — an unknown Cumberland, R. IL, July 27. ceries and rent. , Patt ies I r Ou Cold 
mnedy in 2 a yy Owen Davis; | woman invaded ‘his room and bedded Comedy in three »y Alice Htepb Gus McClure, a more practical 
@iara Jessie Ro Landis features Fay with him. Althou rh he was too presented ry The yop Play > % zed frie nd of the poet, induces him to 
Wray. Staged by Melville Burke; setting D) ' json om the lights or dee | 27 Georee  sicnaruse 2 ig. Dick Bur- | renhrase some of his more romantic 
Chales Perkine. Presented by the Lake- | Senteel to turn on the NgNnIS OF GG) gauss; at the Lippitt theatre in na } inue . at , 
20g oe Hane se ee, | mand identification, he is, as the cur-| R. I, week July 24 pieces and peddle them to the pulps. (Continued from page 49) 
hi t tose tain rises. back in France 10 years) Abbie Jones...... Atos Hepburn, Griffin hesitantly ‘debases’ himsellt | ——- 
‘ ‘ . . ~ ty olin ones jzene Mayhew - ’ ah 2 > ‘ - | 7 
An Faith Craig later trying to locate the hospitable - u Jor ; ; Cus oe dest for this experiment and Pomander | at midnight last night (Monda: 
Jim bend wees oo s Grant Sil's | lady. Sere 0 ee he § oes hows, ¢ | Publications likes the stull, giving |"... -. 2 ae eenten HUNGAY }, 
Jou > Jessie Royce Landis | 44a Pilly Twiddleback Micnie Wo . marking end of project » far 
Sargaret Callahan the household of the chate he y ! B wits; him the nom de plume of ‘Mercedes | M468!*NS © gect so fa ; 
J } apt Margaret Callahan In the household of the chateau he) Lilly Twiddleback ‘ Jo | We Pree 
Kent Boyaty John Drew Devereaux | spots three candidates for his profuse | Thomas ; Lauren Ket Woods | Lamout Too ashamed to tell his | Southern California is concerned 
I ‘ George Macready | thanks: Madame Villier, wife of the My 4 Bean i iH ‘| wife, Griffin pretends he’s writing | Quarters actually were vacated ove; 
} 5 hes i a Paes Uicne, | elderly chocolate manutacturer; | Peter Bean... ‘aopae Piehardaon Under the name of Gunther Redfield | weekend, with last of skeleton force 
tura Laneaste ay Wray | Anne-Marie. her daughter, and now | Rivers ; Frank Mosier | du the arty New Cry mee. ie great | checking out late Friday 
jue D Vt Joseph Macaulay | wife of a jealous gent named Boutet,| White-. Dick Burgess) impersonation is exploded in the an ss 
1° > baig , aes o¥ » > rd 4 T>vav . ‘ . ads ayv l cate a 
iecnialiccnted ate A. 5. Van Suren | and Raimonde, another  Villier 4 ned ta r irtevant avion Thom ” final act when Redfield attends a lit-| . Bi et a " Bena a n : F tp 
—_———— ‘ . : * i . ‘ . ‘ ’ bed oF > ‘ . ; 1 . ii Vv ¢ “eile “ Ss ¢ rmert 
i dita: dusiaiatiae: mis aienite ail daughter. Carter wants to believe) French...... ...Lauren Kenyon Woods | Crary tea at the Griffins, but Mrs. fr " igi tehad 3 WPA nied? 
P Daewesonggal 5 et hae Gh Dndiveg ts pa Raimonde’s confession she was the; Matle......... ee Virginia Fur | Griffin survives the shock. In fact, | will be switch oO A reher rollg 
lence of enjoying this comedy, an¢ girl, but statistics show that she was = MO cee eeereeeeeee Albina Cinimi Redfield himself is by that time plan- | as soon as re-registrations can be 
i Cc ot r . e % os id . ~ PSSI@. w.eceee ° ston “urlong oO al ° ee , r _ = 
= er — a peep Pend faedion only 10 years old at the time. The! pfessie. iy at Madeton Burina | ning to make some folding money by | made, but actors, directors and other 
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with old familiar pd situ tioned she had been with the family | the professional stage. Billed as a ots St ee, ee - the execution resulted in no head- 
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skate A fet eget : is frustrated by 2 pep j he @ ..| Martin Popper, counsel of the Fed- 
days and a scandal at such a time| *“yiigino of many lines by several y the pep in the gas | pit player showing commendably is | sopper, Cc 
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problem before the final curtain is; Drama in two acis and 18 scenes by that they decide to back a show for | pee Flanagan said she has t 
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hara -looking. George Macready life ait thin in. Satan % ALer | Dermott and Connie Wills need more — ‘ : sha ath Uleatls } Last Thursday (27) the FTP 0 
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by their social positions. Both por- | Wentworth; presented by the Straw Ha ir‘ Ry man in New York | Compared to the agitation that at- 
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it At ine . eten William Challee | that pM atch =, re rcp ster Ss | Barely Sustaining enoush fot sum- Troupe Settles Suit receive aid from the New York < ty 
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In Frisco Start; ‘Road’ $7,000, 6th Wk. 





San Francisco, Aug. 1. 

‘Outward Bound,’ revived at the 
Curran last week by a cast loaded 
with names, got off to a disappoint- 
ing start. “Tobacco Road’ has hit an 
even pace and is still lingering in the 
Geary, next to the Curran. 

At the Golden Gate Expo, business 
was fine with ‘Cavalcade of Goiden 


West,’ which came near a new high, | 


surprising since it’s now in its 24th 
week. ‘Folies Bergere’ picked up 
some extra coin following posting of 
closing date. The second booking in 
the new Music Hall, a variety show 
headed by Jack Haley, Alec Tempie- 
ton, Betty Grable and Rubinoff, plus 
Benny Goodman's orchestra at night, 
fell considerably below the mark set 
by Kay Kyser the previous week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Geary (6th week) 
(1,550; $1.65). Can’t complain about 
$7,000. Tourists helping consider- 
ably. 

‘Outward Beund,’ Curran (list 
week) (1,770; $3.30). First week way 
below expectations at $8,000. 

Treasure Island 

‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (23d week) (5,000; $1.10). Spec- 
tacle plenty okay considering its 
length; $27,000. i 

‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (15th-final week) (3,300; 75c). 
Ciosed Sunday night (30) completing 
a run of 15 weeks during which it 
played to almost 1,000,000 people. 
Advance for new ‘Bergere,’ which 
opens Thursday (4), is in the nabe of 
£{0,000, remarkable. 

‘Music Hall Revue,’ Music Hall (4,- 
000; 40c). Although Jack Haley, 
Alec Templeton, Rubinoff and Betty 
Grable failed to pack them in like 
Kay Kyser, the expo came out on the 
right side of the ledger with the 
second of its ventures in this new 
spot. Benny Goodman furnished the 
musie for dancers following the 
show, which did around $13,000. 


Cea Sabin’s New Play 
Set for Coast Bow 





Before Bway Trek 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Deal has been set by William Arms 
Production Co. to produce ‘Riverside 
Drive,’ Cea Sabin’s .new play, here 
and in New York. Opus, with cast 
of 42, of which 28 are speaking parts, 
will be done here late this month by 
Arms at his Musart theatre, seating 
400. 

Plan is to spend around $10,000 on 
original production, after which 
piece will be built up for Broadway. 


Single set, a parkway along River- | 


side Drive, will set Arms back 


around $3,000. 





Engagements 








, been torn down in 
| years and turned into parking lots. 





Chestnut, Philly, Ducks 


Future Plays 


‘Yeung Man With a Horn,’ a dra- 
matization by Dorothy Baker of her 
last year’s best selling novel, will 
be produced next fall by Vinton 
Freediey. Burgess Meredith has 
been named for the lead. Play deals 
with life of the late Bix Beider- 
becke. 








Wreckers for 1 Year 





Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
Chestnut Street Opera House here 
has been given a one-year reprieve 
from the parking lot fate which has 
overtaken many other legit houses 


in Philly. Before it is torn down, an | 


attempt will be made for a 12-month 
period to rent it, 
takers in that time, down it will go. 

That was the decision of the U. of 
Pennsylvania, which owns the 70- 
year old theatre. The lease on it 
was given up last month by the 
Shuberts, who held it for more than 
20 years. 

Garrick, Broad, Adelphia, Lyric 
and Arch Street theatres have all 
the past few 


Dear Children’ 
Does 11156 In 
12th Chi Week 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

John Barrymore and ‘My Dear 
Children’ continue at the Selwyn, 
only legit in the city. They’re in 
their 13th week and indicate they 
can stick around yet. 

Nothing in prospect until past 
Labor Day and likely that the first | 
relighting will be at the Civic, where | 
J. Charles Gilbert is readying a new | 
stock season. | 





‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (12th 


week) (1,000; $2.75). Satisfying 


If there are no | 


Estimate for Last Week 
| 
} 


$11,500. 





Eugenie Leontovich, Philip Hus- | 


ton, Katherine Emmett, Leslie Bar- 
rie, Curtis Cooksey, Ainsworth 
Arnold, Dennis Hoey, Ralph Clanton, 
Donna Earl, Ludmilla Toretzka, 


and $2.50, 


John Burke, Ross Hertz, George R. | 


Taylor, Jeanne Dante, ‘Charlotte 
Corday,’ Mohawk Drama Festival, 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Thornton Wilder, Martha 
Don Terry, Joaquin Souther, Robert 
Waliston, Catherine Raht, Cynthia 
Latham, Charles Wylie, Amy Groes- 
beck, Ed Gordon, ‘Our Town,’ Cape 
playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 


John Connery, ‘Bachelor Born,’ 
Nantucket playhouse, Nantucket, 
Mass. 

Doris Dalton, Ethel Morrison, 
Richard Waring, Wyman Kane, 
Philip Tonge, Edgar Tent, Esther 


Mitchell, Perry Wilson, ‘George and 
Margaret,’ Newport Casino theatre, 
Newport, R. I. 


Freeman Hammond, Dorothy June 


Smith, Phyllis Thaxter, Gilmore 
Bush, Arthur Anderson, Kenneth 
Bisbee, Shirley DeMe, Franklin 
Gray, ‘Our Town,’ Keene theatre, 
Keene, N. H. 


Charles Atkin, Julia Waish, Helen 
Shields, 


Scott, 


| here, 


Thomas Keogh, Frances | 


Reid, Everett Ripley, Howard Free- | 
man, ‘Goodbye Again,’ New England | 


playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn. 

Kate Mayhew, Mrs. Priestly Mor- 
rison, Betty Jane Morrison, Jeff 
Wieke, ‘Lady 3altimore,’ Barter the- 
atre, Abington, Va. 


Warren Ashe, Nat Cantor, Harold | 


Waldridge, Matt Briggs, A. J. Her- 
bert, ‘Room Service,’ Temple play- 
house, Greenwich, Conn. 

Helen Trenholme, Irving Morrow, 
Sydna Scott, Sellwyn Myers, ‘Pri- 


vate Lives,’ Vineyard Players, Oak | 


Bluffs, Mass. 





CENTRAL C. FESTIVAL 


IN RED FOR $14,000 


Gentral City, Colo., Aug. 1. 

Forced to place additional seats in 
the aisles for nearly every perform- 
ance the gross for the eighth annual 
play festival at the 61-year-old opera 
house ran close to $26,000 for the 18 
performances in two weeks, around 
$14,000 in red. With cost running 
around $40,000, the balance wil! be 
met by the sponsors and Denver 
business men. The night club, with 
John Hoysradt the attraction, was a 
sellout for the five nights—two 
Thursday and three Saturday nights. 

Prices for the ‘Yoemen of the 
Guard,’ the opera house Offering, 
were $3.50 and $5 opening Saturday 
night; 
and $3.50; 





other performances $2 
Since the Central City 


Opera House Assn., is non-profit, no | 
| tax was charged. 


Night club cover 
was $1 and $1.50. 


Smash $7,500, Elitch 


Denver, Aug. 1. 

The Elitch theatre had a number 
of sellouts last week with ‘Susan and 
God.’ The play had Jane Wyatt and 
Donald Woods as leads. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Susan and God,’ Elitch (1,525: 
$1.25). Turned in best gross here in 
several years, for nine shows. ‘Our 
Town’ current. 


Farrell-“7th Heaven’ 
Cloudy 3G, Maplewood 


Maplewood, N. J., Aug. 1. 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ with Charles 
Farrell, at the Maplewood theatre, 
last week did ordinary biz, 
with crix, too, being apathetic. 


Current is ‘Of Mice and Men,’ with | 


Bert Frohman and Ethe] Britton. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ Maplewood 
(1.420; $1). After season got over 
with a bang with three hits, this was 
a letdown, doing only $3,000. 


Current Roadshows 


(Week of July 31) 





‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ 


Hayes, Herbert Marshal! )—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
Selwyn, Chicago. 


more) 


other Saturday nights $2.50 | 


(Helen 


‘Three Steps Dewn,’ a drama by 
obert Lumet and Bert Childs, 
| which treats with the development 
/of a boy handicapped by poor en- 
| vironment, is a recent addition to 
'George Abbott's schedule. Ezra 
| Stone directs and rehearsals are to 
| Start shortly 





New Scripts 








B'way Skids With Expo B.O. 
~ Improved August Seen, 7 Shows 





Drop; 


Rated Strong Chance for Fall Stay 





FTP Exec Held On 
$33 Forgery Charge 


Hartford, Aug. 1. 
John H. Drabkin, former assistant 
state director of the Federal Thea- 
tre Project, was held for the Sep- 
tember term of the United States 
District Court when presented be- 








____. 


Heward Burman has completed a 
;new comedy, ‘From the Frying Pan.’ 
' Also going the rounds are his ‘First 
| ‘The Eighty Niners’ and 


| Night,’ 
|‘Choose Partners. Author is Balti- 


‘more correspondent of VARIETY. 


| 


|log director of ‘Railroads on Pa- 
rade,’ has completed the book and 
| lyric: for ‘Hot or Cold,’ a musical 
| comedy with score by Irving Weiser 
j}and additional lyrics by Seymour 
| Mann, leader of the stage band in 
‘The American Way.’ Folmer for- 
merly wrote and directed the Prince- 





to. Triangle club shows and di- 
rected the American Players in 
Paris. 


Philip Ansel Rell has written ‘Colo- 
nal Setting,’ a comedy about expa- 
triates. Leonard & Cox is handling 
it. Other scripts being agented by 
the same office include ‘Top Floor 
Gent,’ comedy by Henry Allen Vaux; 
‘The Age Between,’ comedy by Chan- 
ning Overton; a play on anti-Semit- 
ism, by Richard Dwenger; a who- 
dunit, adapted by Philip Van Dyke 
from the original French; a Hun- 
garian folk play with music, by Cor- 
ne. Wilde; ‘Out of the Red,’ musi- 
cal by Edward I. Fessler; a comedy 





| by Edwin A. Gross; a musical with 


la college background, by Jack Wood- 
ford and Max Schowalter, and a 
| revue by Henry Allen Vaux. 

| Rebert Milten and Harold Henry 
| Rogers have done a new adaptation 


|of Chekov’s ‘The Cherry Orchard,’ | 


which they're calling ‘Dear Home of 
| Their Fathers.’ 


Alice Chadwick (i.e. Wilbur Braun, 
| the mass-production writer for little 
| theatres), has adapted ‘Tish,’ from 
| the Mary Roberts Rinehart stories, 


| Samuel French has it. 


| Jehn Van Draten and Harold 
Bowen have adapied ‘The Warden,’ 
| from the Trollope novel. 
| Sidmey Lieberman, whose ‘It 
| Shouldn't Happen te a Dog’ is cur- 
| rently being tried at the Long Beach 
i (L. 1.) theatre, has written another 
icomedy, ‘Room With a Window,’ 
|'which deals with modest profes- 
sional people and businessmen in 
downtown New York whose dream 
|of success is to have an office with a 
window. ‘It Shouldn’t Happen to a 
Dog’ is slated for Broadway presen- 
tation in the fal] and if it clicks the 
author will abandon his law prac- 
tice to devote himself to the theatre. 

Harry Delf, Hollywood writer, has 
| written a new comedy, ‘It’s Born In 
"Em.’ 

James C. Seully and William E. 


for Himself’? for an undisclosed 
Broadway manager, who is said to 
figure on a fall production. Shea is 
currently directing at a summer 
theatre. 

Kay Kenny is at New Hope, Pa., 
revising her comedy about show 
business, ‘Ham’s Haven.’ Pat Dug- 
gan is handling it. 

Lillian Foster, legit actress, has 
written a drama, ‘Our Heritage.’ 

Mary Cass Canfield and Ethel 
Borden have done a new translation 
of Ibsen's ‘Hedda Gabler.’ Miss Can- 
field is the sister of Cass Canfield, 
editor of Harper's. 

Michael Davidson, radio writer, is 
working on a new satiric comedy. 


| His ‘The Traitor’ is on the fall pro- | 


duction schedule at Hedgerow the- | 3 
|low ebb as far as employment is | 


atre, Moylan, Pa. 

Sarah Rollitts, play agent, has 
joined the Columbia Broadcasting 
Co. artists bureau, heading a new 
literary and play depariment. 

Ferdinand Bruckner is working on 
a new drama at his home in Maine. 

Lecpold Atlas has written ‘Fifty- 
Four Ames Street,’ described as a 
sort of Grand Hotel in a New York 
apartment house. He’s also working 


on his Rockefeller Foundation play, | 


which has a Mexican locale. Sara 


Rollitts is handling 


| Walter Folmer, narrator and dia- | 


fore U. S. Commissioner William J. 
Wholean on a forgery charge Wed- 
inesday (26). Was released under 
| bond of $100. 

DrabKin is accused of forging and 
cashing a WPA check for $33.89 is- 
sued in February to Allan Lind- 
strom, a member of the project. In 
his capacity, Drabkin was in charge 
of all checks issued on the project. 


H. Hayes Ducks 
Big L.A. Payoff To 


Vacash in Europe 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Helen Hayes is passing up her 
share of at least a $25,000 gross by 
refusing to stay a third week at the 
Biltmore theatre here in ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ now in second and final 
stanza. Actress has reservations to 
sail for Europe immediately follow- 
ing Los Angeles run, and turned 
deaf ear to overtures of manager 





Broadway's legit business tapered 
off last week, along with attendance 
at the New York World’s Fair, in- 
dicating that visitors expected to be 
drawn to N. Y. by the expo are ’way 
under estimates. However, while 
the Fair is trying various methods to 
jure more people, showmen are ex- 
pectant that there will be an August 
upturn, as in past summers. 

Another Fair bubble burst when 
the long draught temporarily ended 
with rain Thursday (27). That was 
the kind of weather Broadway hoped 
for, it being figured that out-of- 
tewners would pass up the Fair in 
favor of theatres, as was the case 
during Chicago’s Century of Prog- 
ress, But there was no increased 
boxoffice surge and showmen say it’s 
wasted effort trying to make further 
predictions, nor did rain Saturday 
(29) supply a favorable break, busi- 
ness running under that of Satur- 
day (22). 

Seven of the list’s 11 attractions 
are rated strong enough to hold into 
the fall, with several expected to 
stick until Christmas, if not longer. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ is the leading possi- 
bility, with ‘Philadelphia Story,’ 
‘Streets of Paris’, ‘No Time for Com- 
edy’ and ‘Little Foxes’ well up in 
the figuring. Among the doubtful 
shows is ‘Abe Lincoln,’ which bro- 
died after its star, Raymond Massey, 
left for Hollywood. There’s no tell- 
ing about ‘Tobacco Road,’ nor ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ neither costing much 
to operate. ‘The American Way,’ 
which resumed with the expectation 
that expo crowds would have reached 
the peak, is faring only moderately 
for so costly an attraction. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ newest of the musi- 
cals, picked up somewhat last week 
but has been drawing topheavy 
houses, demand for balcony seats 
topping the lower floor. 

Estimates fer Last Week 





‘Abe Lincoln in Llineis,’ Plymouth 
| (42d week) (D-1,036; $3.30). No re- 
j}covery from dive after Richard 


Peter Ermatinger, of Biltmore, for | Gaines replaced Raymond Massey; 
six-day extension. around $6,000 or slightly more; seat 


Shea are revising their ‘Every Man | 


‘Ladies’ will gross around $100,000 
mark on brief dates at Santa Bar- 
bara and San Francisco and here. 
Plan is to revive play during the 
fall, with dates at Pittsburg, Wash- 
ington and Baltimore, before 
into New York. 


$30,000 in Ist Week 
Los Angeles, Aug. }. 


the Ben Hecht-Charles 
work is now in second and final 
stanza. Opening night (24) drew 


graph hounds that 


police 
had to be called. 


reserves 


Negro production, 
Swing.’ Piece was originaliy planned 
as a Federal Theatre Project produc- 
tion, but halted when project recent- 
ly suspended. Matt Allen promoted 
a b. r. and will give the piece a 
whirl. 

‘Labor Pains,’ 
ment Workers’ 
the Musart. where 
negligible biz. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Biltmore 
(Ist week) (1,546: $3.30). Given ter- 
| rific start by close to $5,000 premiere 
fat $5.50 per, Helen Hayes’ latest 
vehicle wound up first six days with 
itwo mats to nearly $36,000. One 
;more week to go. 

! “Labor Pains,” Musart (2d week) 
| (350; $1.10). Doing as well as can be 


Gar- 
continues at 
playing to 


produced by 
Union, 
it’s 





|expected with limited seating capac- | 


iity and draw. Around $1,200. 


“MIKADO IN SWING’ JIVE 


| $12,500 IN DET. OPENER 


| Detroit, Aug. ! 
| ‘Mikado in Swing’ did niftily here 
last week at the air-cooled 


|n’t go here in the summer. Looks 


}at least three weeks. 
‘Mikado’ hit Detroit at its seasonal 


‘concerned, what with the usual 
‘changeover period in auto produc- 
{tion plus a strike of tool and die 
| makers which has tossed out of 


|work another 100,000 persons in| 
|General Motors plants. Despite this 
jand other extenuating circum- 


| Stances, the jazzed Gilbert and Sul- 
|livan opera opened to a near-capac- 
| ity house last week and is building 
| constantly. 


{ Estimate for Last Week 


| ‘Mikade in Swing’ Cass (lst wk.) 
| (1,800; $1.65). On nine perform-'! 
ances, with two $1 matinees. musical] 


hit snappy $12,500. 


going 


Locals are giving Helen Hayes, 
starring in ‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ 
a terrific play at the Biltmore, where 


MacArthur 
such a mob of sightseers and auto- | 


El Capitan relighted (30) with all- | 
‘The Mikado in'! 


Cass, | 


| disproving theories that legit could- 


|like sepia musical wil! hold on for | 


sale to Aug. 19, however. 
| ‘*‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(37th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Some 
variance but grosses hold to great 
figures; around $28,000. 
| ‘Ne Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
| (16th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Eased 
|off with field but did very well at 
laround $12,500; cast change, with 
| Francis Lederer in for Laurence 

Olivier, hardly a factor. 
| ‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (7th 

week) (R-1,116; $440). Runnerup 
looks set into new season; night busi- 

ness_ especially strong with after- 
noons somewhat off; $21,500. 

‘The American Way,’ Center (234 
| week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Not as good 
as first week of resumed engage- 
ment; estimated around $22,000; de- 
| cidedly under expectations. 

‘Little Foxes,’ National (25th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Run has 
nearly completed six months; stil) in 
| the money, with around $12,000 last 
|; week. 
| “She Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
| (19th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Should 

run through the autumn; corking 

grosses with little recent variance; 
over $19,000, slightly under previous 
week. 

‘Tobacee Read,” Forrest (295th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Long stayer 
figured to draw World’s Fair visitors 
but getting no benefit from that 
source; under $4,000 but claims net 
earnings. 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (5th week) 
(M-1,717; $3.30). Word of mouth 
may help; moderate for musical te 
date though claimed improvement 
last week with $16.000. 


{ 
| 


ADDED 
‘From Vienna,’ Music Box (7th 
week ). Perked up of late but 


refugee revue had been faring only 
mildly; around $5,000, which betiers 
even break. 

‘Pims and Needies,’ Windsor (87th 
week). Off with the others last 
week, under $6,000, but unionist re- 
vue okay at that figure. 


Photon Vice Drake As 
N.Y. Trib’s Drama Ed 


Herbert Drake, who recently re- 
signed as dramatic editor of the New 
York Herald Tribune to become 
‘general co-ordinater’ of the Mercury 
Theatre, last Sunday (30) planed to 
the Coast to join Orson Welles at 
RKO. His successor on the H-T is 
Joseph Pihodna, who stepped up 
from pinch-hitter and general Man 
Friday of the department. Richard 
Watts, Jr., drama critie of the sheet, 
is currently in China. 

Exact nature of Drake’s 
with Mercury isn’t entirely 
In general, however, he'll attempt 
to work out an extended schedule 
for Welles-John Houseman enmho 





duties 
clear. 
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ane Cow! Will Operate Westport 
Barn Next Year; Other Strawhatters 


| 


ny 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 1. , Play.’ one of Noel Coward's ‘Tonight | 
Jane Cowl will operate the Coun- | at 8:30° one-acters, at the Paper Mill | 
try Playhouse here next season. Star! playhouse, Millburn, N. J. Alexan- | 
disclosed her plans in a curtain! der Kirkland operates the spot and | 
speech Sat. (29) as her capacity week | lists tryouts of Pearl Buck's ‘Flight 
in ‘Easy Virtue’ neared its end. She into China’ and Edward Alexander's 
will be associated with John Haggott, ‘Co-ops and Robbers’ on his eight- 
John Cornell and Warren Munsell.) week season... Rudy Vallee will do 
Jr.. now running the theatre under | ‘The Man in Possession’ at the Deer- 
special arrangements with Lawrence trees theatre, Harrison, Me, the 
Langner and Armina Marshall, pro- | week of Aug. 21. 
prietors. | Eva Condon, who was featured 
Miss Cowl has long had a yen t?’ with George Leach, in the Westches- 
have her own repertory company and | ter Playhouse version of ‘You Can't 
two years ago Eddie Dowling was in- Take It With You,’ played with the 
terested in her proposition for Chicago road company of the same 
Broadway. She will try it out at show. She’s dividing her time be- 
Westport. | tween stage and radio currently, be- 
Miss Cowl established an all-time jing in ‘David Harum’ and ‘John’s 
record for the Playhouse in 1952 Other Wife’ most recently. 
with a week of ‘The Man With a 
Load of Mischief,’ but it’s said ‘Easy 


Virtue’ last week wage that gross ! HULL MAY RETURN 
Ridgefield Clicks T0 ‘TOBACCO ROAD’ 


Ridgefield, Conn., Aug. tf 
New England playhouse, local 

Henry Hull may return to the cast | 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest, N. Y., for 


strawhat, is having a moderately 

successful season with its policy of 
a limited period, according to Harry 
Oshrin, who is operating the attrac- 


resident Equity players and non- 
name revivals. Last week’s produc- 
tion of ‘Journey's End,’ with Oscar) tion. Hull originated the lead in the 
Stirling and Victor Beecroft of the| long run drama, leaving the show 
original company, plus the original for Hollywood where he has been 
soundtrack, drew favorable audience | occupied for the past two years. 
reaction and built steadily through Star, whose characterization in 
the week. Gross was estimated at| ‘Road’ drew critical plaudits, ex- 
about $1,400. House seats 300 and, pressed willingness to re-enact the 
with a $1.65 top, has possible ca-! part for a month or six weeks early 
pacity take of $2,100 for seven per-| in the fall. 
formances. ee _| He would replace James Barton, 
Spot is offering ‘Goodbye Again’| who handed in his notice for a sec- 
this week and follows that with | ond time, following another back- 
Marie Wilson, picture actress, in a stage dispute, and is slated to with- 
revised version of ‘Gentlemen Pre- | draw Aug. 26. Barton quit *Road’ 
fer Blondes,’ with Constance Collier! jast winter after several arguments 


ey 











and Pert Kelton. Anita Loos, who! with fellow players who objected to | 
modernized her comedy click of) abusive language alleged to have 


Some seasons ago, is here from Hol- 
lywood for the two-week engazge- 
ment. Idea 1s to take the show to 
Broadway in the fall. 


been uttered by him. Equity repri- | 
manded Barton after several of the | 
cast testified against him. Among | 
them was Del Hughes, the stage 
manager, to whom Barton took an 
aversion and sought to have dis- | 
missed, which Oshrin refused to do. | 
South Shore Players at Cohasset, Slim Timblin is also mentioned to | 
Mass, will continue through the| ePlace Barton. Blackface artist was 
summer as originally intended, and | i® the ‘Road’ on tour last season, 
the death of Alexander Dean, own- | ———— 
er and producer of the strawhat, | . 
will have no outward effect on its Getting DeSylva Stage 


programming or business commit- | ° 
ments. Dean, 46, died Friday night | Musical Underway Soon 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


(28) at his summer home in Co-! 
hasset, following a long illness , 

” 4 = > Bert Wheeler goes into rehearsals 
the new Buddy De Sylva mu- 





| 


Dean’s Strawhat Continues 
Boston, Aug. lL. 





brought on by a serious operation ,. © 
last winter, es 
sical in New York early in October. 
He'll be co-starred with Ethel Mer- | 
man and Bert Lahr. Latter is due 





Barnyard Cackles 
Reginald Lawrence, who 


dir 2cts 


back here this week to straighten | 
th as ocks ; ‘este j : es | 
e Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, | gut pis personal affairs before re- | 


Mass., will try out his own play, ‘We 
Three,’ during the next couple of 
weeks there ... Irene Castle will re- 
turn to the stage Aug. 14 in ‘Shadov. 


turning east for the show. Cole} 
Porter authored it. 


Wheeler currently is playing the 




















Bon Air Country club in Chicago 
r with Hank Ladd and “Francetta 
Malloy. | 





London vs. B’way 











(Continued from page 49) 





there. Broadway had four dramas 
getting from $13,000 weekly upward 
until ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ eased 
oif when Raymond Massey left the 
cast, and three were topping $15,000 

















until the past week or so. 
| Met.: LOU CLAYTON ici E " 2 . lic 
There are no English plays on 
= _——— seeeeeee=s Broadway, but London has three 
from America and all are in the 


money. ‘The Women,’ ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ and ‘The Gentle People’ are the 
imports, latter having recently 
ypened more promisingly than it did 
in New York. What London likes, 
“Lahr — HILDEGARDE—strong New York usually doesn’t, so a trio 
The strongest flesh attraction or this side making the grade 
over there is out of the ordinary. 


the summer months. Netted tne 
Fox week ending July 20 a ‘Dear Octopus’ wa. a disappoint- 
ment here last season, but is in its 


healthy figure with Bert Lahr 
week over there. Similarly 


and HILDEGARDE gzstting top ard 

billing."—BILLBOARD a 
‘Spring Meeting’ found the going on 
Broadway too tough, but is in the 


Decca Records 
40th week on native ground. An- 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO other play which America knows is 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL ‘Design For Living,’ which fared 


a een) WE!) here. It's now in its 25th week 
there and aimed for a long stay. 
London has four attractions which 
have played 40 weeks or more, one 
(“Me and My Girl)’ being in its sec- 
ond year. In the matter of long stays 
London is well ahead of New York, 
but Broadway still has ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ which is aiming for the run 
record though it is the lowest 
xrosser on the list. 


trom 








Australian and New Zealand 
atres, Ltd. 
Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


As THE STAR 
of Its Newest Sensational Hit Sho 
The Famous 
LONDON CASINO RESUF 
Now Playing His Majesty’s Theatre. 
Melbourne, Australia 


The- 











| tion to dictate to all 


|} anywhere 


| ability of the managers to staff the 


Alice Brady Legit Plans 


Hollywood, Aug. 1 
New producing trio, Alice Brady, 
Austin Fairman and William Hern- 
don, plans to stage shows in New 
York this fall with Shep Traube as 
director. 


Among the plays in prospect are | 


‘Interview,’ by Aben Kandel; ‘Clinic’ 
and ‘Pogie,’ by James Hill, and 


‘Sarah and Robert,’ by Charles Cur- | 


rah. 


TMAT LOOKING 


TO STRAWHATS: 


With the idea of finding more jobs 
for members, the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers union 
is eyeing the country summer show 
shops. TMAT agreed to keep out of 
that field under a stipulation which 
somehow was injected into the basic 
agreement with the managers. Lat- 
ter regard the rural enterprises as 
experimental and figure they should 
be protected because of talent and 
material possibilities. 

During present negotiations to re- 
vise the agreement, TMAT included 
the strawhat regulation, suggesting 
that if summer show shops are Op- 
erated by Broadway showmen, a 


| scale of wages be arranged for the 


front of the house. Managers con- 
tend that the rural spots generally 
Operate on a narrow margin and if 
expenses are raised they would be 
forced to suspend. 

Few recognized showmen are in- 
terested in the hideaway theatres 
other than for try-out purposes, and 
technically are not in position to fig- 
ure in possible union activities in 
that direction. The protective meas- 








ure in the contract was not inspired 
by the rural show bunch and ap- 
parently is gratutitous. 





Central Tix Agcy. 





(Continued from page 49) 
central agency was the chance that 
one manager would be in the posi- 
in the matter 
of tickets. It was contended that 
the Shuberts, who operated more 
theatres than the others, would be 
in control, While the Shuberts still 
have a distinct edge in the matter of 
houses controlled, it is claimed the 
situation is reversed so far as tickets 
are concerned. 

It’s pointed out that any number 
of producers, mostly younger show- 
men, now have the say about tickets 
for their shows, making that stipu- 
lation when entering into booking 
arrangements. Previously theatre 
managements held such control as a 








prerogative, entering into buys and 
making allottments to agencies with- | 
out the show end being considered. 
Showmen to Operate 

A committee of showmen would | 
operate the if and when central 
agency and it would consist of pro- 
ducers, not managers who operate | 
theatres only. The cost of establish- | 
ing the agency has been estimated | 
between $50,000 and 

$250,000, and its financing is one of | 
the major problems of a committee | 
assigned to the ticket plan by the 
League. Proposed that the agency 
sell tickets at 25c. over the boxoffice 
price, possibly lowering that pre- 
mium later on. Brokers say the cost 
of operation would not permit so 
modest a rate and they question the 


avency efficiently unless agency peo- | 
ple were engaged. | 

Scrapping of the code in pref- 
erence to one large agency might | 
mean that agencies would be forced | 
out of business Whether it would 
prevent digging by gyps is open to} 
argument, for tickets have found | 
their way into such hands a: long | 
as show business has existed. Some | 


managers are not agreed that a cen- | 
tral agency would provide the proper 
distribution, for the more places 
that tickets are on sale the better 
the chances are for selling them. 
This indicates that branches would 
be necessary. which would increase 
the cost of operation. 

The one significant result of one | 
year of the code and the unfavorable 
press drawn by agencies, heightened 
by court punishment for some, is 
that brokers have veered around to 
the idea that the day has gone when 
excess prices should be exacted. 
They would like to see a higher fee 
than 75e. now allowed for good 
tickets to hits, but the leading agency 
men frankly agree that gypping 
should stop and wouid probably 
agree to aid in stamping it out. 





| She withdrew from the show after quarreling with the star. 
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Leading Strawhat Bills ; 


—-____- —--__. 





THIS WEEK 

‘The Bo Tree’ (new, by Frank Gabrielson)—Red Barn, Locust Valley, 
L. L 

‘It Shouldn't Happen te a Dog’ (new, by Sidney Lieberman)—Lony 
Beach (L, I.) theatre. 

‘Not for Children’ 
theatre. 

*Karabash’ 
theatre. 


‘Charlotte Corday’ (new, by Helen Jerome) (Eugenie Leontovich)—~ 
Mohawk Drama festival, Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. 

‘Mistress of the Inn’ (revised, by Allan Kenward)—Lobero theatre, 
Santa Barbara. 

‘Lady Baltimore’ (new, by Fred Stewart)—Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va, 
(opens tonight). 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)—Chapel theatre, Great Neck, L. IL 

‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova)—Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N, Y. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton)—Spa theatre, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. 

‘Tonight or Never’ (Kitty Carlisle)—Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, 
N. ¥. 

‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)—Players theatre, 
Clinton, Conn. 

‘Brief Moment’ (Glenda Farrell)—Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 

‘Hedda Gabler’ (Eva Le Galienne)-—Spring Lake (N. J.) Community 
playhouse. 

‘Susan and God’ (Violet Heming)—South Shore players, Cohasset, Mass, 

‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 

‘Petticoat Fever’ (Esther Ralston)-—-Lake Whalom theatre, Fitchburg, 
Mass. 

‘No More Ladies’ (Helen Twelvetrees)—Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, 
Mass. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ (Toby Wing)—Wharf theatre, Provincetown, Mass. 

‘Petrified Forest’ (John Beal)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass, 

‘The Circle’ (Grace George)—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 

*Tovarich’ (Elissa Landi)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. 

‘Our Town’ (Jane Wyatt, Donald Woods)—Elitch theatre, Denver, 


NEXT WEEK 


(Open Aug. 7, unless otherwise noted) 

‘Through the Night’ (new, by Florence Ryerson, Colin Clements)— 
Las Palmas theatre, Los Angeles (Aug. 8). 

‘Tomorrow Is a Woman’ (new, by Jay Victor)—Spring Lake (N. J.) 
Community theatre (Aug. 9). 

‘Burlesque’ (Gypsy Rose Lee)—Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

‘Our Town’ (Frank Craven)—Mohawk Drama festival, Union College, 
Schenectady, N. Y. (Aug. 8). 

‘Seventh Heaven’ (Charles Farrell, Louise Platt)—Temple playhouse, 
Greenwich, Conn, 

‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes’ (Marie Wiitson, Pert Kelton)—New England 
playhouse, Ridgefield, Conn. 

‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)—South Shore play- 
ers, Cohasset, Mass. 

‘Capt. Brassbound’s Conversion’ (Jane Cowl)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass. 

‘Our Town’ (Sinclair Lewis)—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Jessie Royce Landis)—Bucks County playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. 

‘I Loved You Wednesday’ (Jane Wyatt, Donald Woods)—Elitch theatra, 
Denver, 


(new, by Wesley Towner)—Stony Creek (Conn ) 


(revised, by Booth Tarkington)—Kennebunkport (Me 


Inside Stuff —Lesit 





Octogenarian actors participated in the 80th anniversary of the Peter 
Doelger brewery at Harrison, N. J., last Thursday (27), it being the idea 
of the brewers that the a.k. professionals would lend color to the proceed- 
ings. They made short speeches on the steps of city hall, quaffed the 
amber to their heart’s content, dined and got paid off, each receiving a 
soft $25. 

Those who attended the affair were Robert Vivian, Con MacSundy, 
George Le Soir and Frank Andrews. Understood the latter two were the 
juveniles in the party, each approaching 78 years of age. Wallace Erskine 
was also carded to go and posed for pictures before the others motored 
to Jersey. He felt unable to make it, but got $15. 

Actors Fund home was asked to assign some of its 80-year-olds, but de- 
cided against them going gay at their age. 

The 40th annual clambake of the Hot Air club was held on its rain or 
shine schedule Sunday (30), again at Green Gables, on the Shrewsbury, 
in New Jersey. The men who virtually ‘wrote show business’ make up 
this organization of good fellowship, most of the members being veterans, 
but all are active. During the past year four members passed away, 
including the president, ‘Long John’ Campbell, to whom a toast was 
tendered. 

Victor Leighton took time off from the Aquacade to be m.c. and without 
much ado Charles Emerson Cook, who boasts a son of 12, was named the 
new prez. Frank O. Miller, the continuous secretary, and Fred R. Zweifel 
were among those who sported ice cream pants for the occasion only. 
There were speeches by Eddie G. Cooke, Bill Keogh, Barney Rieger and 
Ben Atwell. 


Arbiters last week unanimously upheld Elaine Barrie’s Equity fun of 


| the play contract for ‘My Dear Children,’ in which she appeared with het 


husband, John Barrymore. Actress was to receive $500 weekly, although 
The money 
was paid for a time, coin coming from Barrymore's 10% of the gros 

Reported that he objected to the deduction and that Richard Aldrich & 
Richard Myers, who produced ‘Children,’ assumed the obligation. Miss 
Barrie did not leave the cast voluntarily, she being replaced when Barry- 
more declared ‘I can’t act with her.’ Award of back salary totaled $4,062 
Rh gaa which is running in Chicago, is due on Broadway late in 
the fall. 


Boston reviewers did the unusual, covering a Broadway play shown 
rurally under stock conditions. Occasion was the showing of ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ which was given at Marblehead, Mass., two weeks ago. 
Play was not shown in Boston last season. 

Notices were distinctly favorable, so much so that Brock Pemberton and 
Antoinette Perry, producer and stager of ‘Kiss,’ definitely decided to re- 
light the Claire Booth comedy at the Miller, N. Y., during August. Re- 
sumed date will be limited, show then to be routed into stands east of the 
Mississippi not covered by two road companies previously. 

Amy Atkinson, who has been given the role of Clementina in the Toledo 
Civic Opera's version of ‘Desert Song,’ now current, played in the original 
New York company 13 years ago. She went into the same role two months 
after ‘Desert Song’ opened on Broadway. Incidentally, it is her first time 
back on the stage since seen in a revival of ‘That’s Gratitude’ several years 
ago. 

She is wife of Robert Keller, radio relations executive with Associated 
Music Publishers, N. Y. 
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CHATTER 





S—————" 


Broadway 


si Seadler victim of gout. 

Lep Solomon of the Center box- 
ifice celebrated his Stet hirthdew. 
. Murray Silverstone goes to Coast 
next week and to London in Septem- 


be riter Alva Johnston's brother, 

Bill, is asst. stage manager at the 
uacade. ae 

me 2 Canova auditioning for the 

Rainbow Room, to double 

‘Yokel Bey.’ 

PRuth Schwerin, of Monogram, long 

i. expected back to her desk early 

j eptember. 

- Manana lobby and stagedoor 

entrances now house World’s Fair 
uvenir stands, ets 

Ho Mike Cullen, Loew district man- 

ager from Ohio, in town conferring 

with Jce Vogel. ; ; 

Frank Freeman coming in from 
Paramount studios to visit home of- 
fice on Aug. 20. 

Louis Nizer, film attorney, sails 
Aug. 11 on a month's vacation in 
South America. 

Mort Blumeustock, returning east 
via the Canadian Rockies, landed 
back east Monday (31). 

Meredith Willson, Coast maestro, 


vacationing east with the Mrs. Re- | 


turning in another week or so. 
Lambs annual ‘wash’ outing dated 
Aug. 20 at Perey Williams Home. 
Chester Stratton will be Collie. — 
George West, Monogram franchise- 
holder in Cincinnati and Kansas 
City, back from London and Paris. 
Lou Nathan, head of the Par h.o. 
photographic department, at his home 
in Yonkers taking it very easy after 
a stroke. 
T. E. Shea named v.p. of Electri- 
cal Research Products, Inc., to suc- 
ceed H. G. Knox, resigned because 
of ill health. ; 
Major Frederick L. Herron, in 


| remote pickups from Hamid's Pier, | 


| 


from | 


|addition to company prizes for local divorce granted his 
| Winners in an exploitation contest, 





A. C., for WFIL. 

Arnold Nygren, WFIL panelman, 
goes to extremes for his vacash. 
First north io Maine, then south to 
Panama. 


London 





Howard Dietz here on holiday. 
Mor Levy, 20th-Fex. in-tewn for! Cedric Belfrage here on holiday. 
confabs with district manager Edgar | Seconda daughter porn to the Mich- 

Moss and branch heads Sam Gross | #€! Redgraves. 

and Al Davis. | Hannen Swaffer writing a book on 
Bob Street, commercial manager , his recollections. 

of WCAU, owns a chunk of the! London Casino, which closed July 

Bucks County Playhouse, New Hepe, 22, reopens Aug. 15. 

which is near his home. Ralph Richardson under new long- 
Al Goodwin, of Quality Premiums, term contract with Alex Korda. 

who was in Chi on business, flew Odeon circuit moving its head of- 

back here last week, then flew to. fice from Birmingham to London. 

Chi again the next morning. Diana Ward has returned from 
Bob Lynch, Metro district man-| Egypt after a six-month absence. 

ager, Offering prizes of his own in Claude Graham-White appealing 

wife, Ethel 


| Levey. 

| Bankrupt notice issued against 
| Walter Hackett, American play- 
wright. 


| Immediately on his arrival, Lee 
| 





ite lanes cca ial | 


Australia 


By Erie Gerrick Shubert started a round of the 
- | shows, 

Hoyts bringing out own newspaper _ The new London Film presenta- 
in the nabes to boost pictures on the ; tion, ‘The Rebel Son,’ will have 
chain, Harry Burr in the cast. 

Home-talent vaude in nabes and ; 
stix not meeting with much success @%d Scandinavia; saw_a production 
owing to sameness of material pre- of one of his plays in Moscow. 
sented. 

Stuart F. Doyle planning to extend , attends first nights with the same en- 
his Continental pix idea into New) thusiasm she displayed years ago. 
Zealand. Operating house in Sydney | Band leader Victor Daniels award- 
and Melbourne currently. 7 “ | ed $30,000 after suit against a police- 

Rowland Edwards, who produced , man for injuries in a motor accident. 





'‘Women’ here, doing the same with} Noel Coward will be principal 


charge of foreign affairs for the) 


Hays office, shoved off last week on 
his annual vacation. 

John Gentile, former Haysite, is 
ailing at the U. S. Veterans Hospital, 
Whipple, Ariz, and would like to 
hear from his friends. 

‘Hello-O-Houseboat’ is new title 
chosen for revised ‘A Houseboat on 
the Styx,’ with songs by Milton Pas- 
cal and Michael Cleary. 

J. H. Hoffberg, foreign film dis- 
trib in N. Y.. on his annual swing 
around the country starting Aug. 8. 
Plans to visit Los Angeles first. 

Tom Robinson, at 20th-Fox’s home 


| bright this winter. 


‘Daughter’ for Williamson-Tait. Ian | guest at monthly literary luncheon to 
Keith and Pauline Lord starred. _be held at Grosvenor House Sept. 6. 
‘Woman Doctor’ (BEF) hit a 


current at Mayfair, Sydney, doing | ket. ; 
big. | Teddy Joyce, Canadian dance band 
Will Mahoney, following comple- | le2der, who went bankrupt in 1937, 


tion of Cinesound picture, ‘Come Up | is paying a first dividend of 312% to, 
| Smiling,’ will 


to London, | his creditors. | a 
Cantu, Mexican magician, made 


return 
Plans later to play a season in South | 
Africa. 

Laurie Green coming from London 
to produce ‘Under Your Hat’ for Wil- 
liamson-Tait. Cast includes Edward 


Billy Ambrose. 
David Macdonald has staried work 


Styles, William Holland and Mar- | 0n “The Midas Touch,’ from Margavet | 
| jorie Gordon. 


Kennedy’s novel, at the Warner Stu- 

Charles Munro due back in Sydney | ios, Teddington, ; 
Aug. 7, after setting U. S. deal with| _ Name of Green street, Leicester 
Norman Rydge for Hovts-Greater | Square, changed to Irving street in 


Union merger. Maurice Sloman,|honer of Sir Henry Irving, whoe 

Hoyts’ Melbourne g.m., also due | Statue is adjacent. 

back. i Covent Garden may bé disposed 
Concert trade has been fairly | of for commercial purposes. Becom- 


Richard Crooks ing increasingly difficult to find ten- 


lis the top money spinner for Wil- ants for the opera house. 


office publicity and advertising de- | ’ kd 
F 'to have dropped coin with a couple | Olen. Fund, will be held ai the Pal- 


partment, came in via the Chase Na- 
tional bank. His first film job. 


Blanche Yurka did a sneak to the | 


Coast for testing by an undisclosed 
studio. 


Necessitated cancellation of | 


a strawhat tryout and a radio series | 


audition. 


Doctors have advised A. L. Burke | 


that he can return to Charlotte, N.C., 
where he’s with Metro, in two weeks. 
He recently underwent a_ serious 
operation. 

Bad biz in the niteries now blamed 
on the bad hinterland press given 
the Fair and all its appurtenances, 
with emphasis on high tariffs from 
hotels to food. 

Musical novelties and puzzles top 
the Fair gadget sales, whereas the 
Chi Fair sold more comedy letters, 
rubber money, miniature coochers 
(Sally Rand influence no doubt). 

Boys attending the Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian convention in Niagara 
Falls complained that N. L. Nathan- 
son picked the hottest spot he could 
find in selecting honeymoon-town. 

Eleanor Holm gets the palm and 
the front cover of Time mag in an 
early issue as the No. 1 Lady of the 
N. Y. World’s Fair. comparable with 
Sally Rand’s dominance in the Chi 
Fair. 

John Lastfogel, Abe’ nephew, 
learning the biz in the William Mor- 
ris agencv in N. Y. as general aide 
to all bookers. Eventually to head- 
quarter with Martin Wagner’s road 
dept. 

Leon (and Eddie) Enken’s boy, 


liamson-Tait. However, Australian! This year’s Royal Variety Perform- 
Broadcasting Commission is reported | 4nce, 1n aid of Variety Artists Benev- 


ladium. Date undecided. 
‘Man in Half Moon Street’ closed at 


of importations. 

Ernest Rolls is said to have bought 
six Clifford Fischer revues for Aus-| the New after four months. 
tralian-New Zealand theatres. When|™ay return to another house at 
Rolls quit, and after ANZT returned | Cheap. prices, following fortnight’s 
to Williamson-Tait. bits out of each | Suburban engagement. : ; 
revue were spotted into ‘Around the, Gordon Bostock, agent in New 
Clock,’ current in Svdnev. , York for years, who has spen the 

Greater Union, following on lease | }ast half dozen years here. has re- 
expiration, returned the York the-| turned to N. Y.. taking with him a 
atre, Adelaide. to the Watermans. | 2¢w color photography process. 
GU has closed the Civic and will now With Jack Hylton’s Band Wagon 
only operate the Mayfair until its|'adio show at the Palladium, the 
own State is completed next Septem- | Coliseum gone repertory legit. and 
ber. Latter will then be used as| the Holborn Empire closed for three 
acer, with Mayfair spotting second- | W&€ ks, there isn’t a variety house in 
runs. ; i the West End. 

Owing to demolition of Lyceum 
theatre and adjoining’ property, 
Gow’s, one of oldest restaurants in 
London, moving next door to the 
Coliseum. taking over restaurant un- 
til recently run by Sir Oswald Stoll. 


Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 





Tryouts 











(Continued from page 1) 
appears to have been followed and 
two of last week’s crop are hold- 
ing over a second week, unusual in 
summer spots. They are ‘It Shouldn't 
Happen to a Dog,’ a Yiddish dialect| Theresa Helburn back from Gaspe 
comedy at Long Beach, and ‘Not For| John Selby’s new book out in the 
Children,’ a drama which preemed | fall. 
at Stony Creek, Conn. Fredric March’s tennis holding up 

Several w.k. authors were repre- | despite commuting. 
sented in other spots and while re- John Emery ill and out of ‘Arms 


Lillian Gish in Hollywood. 


, - he an’ thi aol 
ports were favorable, scouts for the and the Man’ this week. 


| stage and films stated that all the 


Phil, study hotel operation and man- | 
agement at Cornell, filling in over | 


the summer as front clerk at the 
Hotel New Yorker, to practically 
learn the biz. 

Hoopla over the RKO Palace's 
lobby-and-marquee ‘streamlining’ — 
and the demise of vaudeville—cre- 
ated confusion that the house was 
dark. Much ballyhoo now to em- 


phasize it’s still open during altera- | 


tions. 
William Sarovan left last week to 


spend the summer at his home in} 


San Francisco, where he’ll work on 
the book for a musical for Vincente 
Minnelli and Bela Blau. Due back 
to help cast his ‘Time of Your Life’ 
with Eddie Dowling. 


Morton Downey forced out of Billy | 


ose’s Aquacade Sunday night by} 


Sinus trouble. Has happened before. 
One of the male choir usually subs. 

Matty Fox, production liaison 
executive for Universal, east for 
lome office huddles. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 





Variety Club's annual golf tourna- 
ment set for Sept. 29. 

Jay Emanuel, exhib and publisher, 
back from five-week trip to Rio. 


George Nonnemaker, of UMPTO,' 


at the shore nursing an infected eye. 

Arthur Mayer and Barry Berison, 
of World Films, in from New York 
or a short visit. 


Ray Morgan, of WPG, handling} 


Dick Skinner and Day 
catching the week’s play here 
Blanche Ring singing all the old- 


Tuttle 


plays need revision. Owen Davis’ 


‘Indian Summer,’ at Skowhegan. ! timers at party for Jane Cowl. 
drew the elite of the New England Murie! Dickson due east next 
professional sojourners ‘You Can’t' week from St. Louis Mu ipal 
Eat Goldfish,’ in which Gladys Unger , Opera 
collaborated, was a draw at Matu- 
nuck, R. I.,. Ruth Chatterton anpear- ® 
ing. Star has optioned the play fo. St L 
Broadway presentation. | y : ouls 
Loos Polishes ‘Gentlemen’ | By Sam X. Hurst 

Among next season’s possibilities : 

too, is Anita Loos’ ‘Gentlemen Prefe: Terry Lynn at Wonder Bar, west 


Blondes.’ which has been brought | side nitery. se 
up to date by her, though it will| Jean Marshall featured songbird 
- e 9 ‘ \ a et de . a \t 
probably be rated as a revival. So ee ee he * aula 
rs y § oO. a oo vn 
confident are two young showmen Club east side nitere ; 
’ . = a i - ast st i iy. ; 
of the play’s chances that they have “ chick’ Evans, manager of Loew’s, 
drawn up contracts for a three- back from Plattsburg, N. Y. 
month tour in the fall, prior to Barnett Bros. cireus played a 
Broadway. Phillip S. Carr and Ar- four-day stand here last week. First 
thur Wagstaff, 3d, presenting. trip to St. Louis in several years. 
The pickings are slimmer than Leslie Mace, of the National Thea- 
usual this vear for film talent scouts tre Supply Co., motoring with fam- 
th trail of the strawhat thespi ily through Mexico on vacation. 
on the tre ) strawna spl- try are ae oe aie Pics 
é P : rv Waterstreet, salesman for 
ans. Prime reason is that there are yietro transferred to Kansas City. 
more familiar Broadway legit and Replaced by Claude Morris, Kansas 
Hollywood faces engaged this sum- City, 
mer on the barnyard circuit. Vir-| Jane Finnegan, Muny Opera chor- 
tually all are known to talent-scouts, ine, was selected as queen for Cav- 
many having been screen-tested be- alcade of Baseball exhibition § at 
fore Sportsman’s Park. 

‘ aa siete Dave Komm, owner of the Avenue 
are ring . res rte theatre, East "St. Louis, ready to 
arrow , s is F . " 

narrowed down, it 1 Fes nega ; leave Jewish Hospital, where he un- 
principal major companies will cul derwent treatment. 

more than two or three personali- Paul Beisman, Henry Kiel, Dick 
ties apiece from various strawhat Berger and Martin Collins, of the 
troupes. Municipal 


Noel Coward on vacation in Russia | 


Vesta Tilley. the old-time star, still | 


‘Design for Living’ closed at the | 
marked low at Embassy, Sydney. on | Savey July 21 after six-month run. | 
extended run try. ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), | = originally opened at the Haymar- 


London debut at Grosvenor House) 
cabaret July 20, replacing Ruth and |; 


Show | 


. y 
Theatre Assn visited | 


VARIETY 53 


~ ee 


Hollywood 


John Loder in from England. 
Bugs Baer in from New York. 





| Louisville to 0.0. its open air enter- 
prise. 

Sally Selby, screen and gon 
player visiting parents here, has 
been cast for lead role in “There's | 
Always Juliet,’ to be presented at, 
Civie theatre, strewhatter Aug. 15. | 





- Tiles “a; } oy - cce . +2 i ‘ 
Out-of-towners seen on film row Jules Brulatour tossed a party for 
include Mrs. Georgiana Pitner, Fair- , 


field, Ill.; W. Stone, Columbia, Mo.;| | Charles Butterworth had a birth- 
Noah Bloomer, Belleville, Ill; Bil) day. 
Hoffman, Arthur, IJ], and Ralph} Lou Pollock here for studio hud- 
Widney, St. Sterling, Il. dles. 


caceaies | Al Allborn broke a bone in his 


| 


Rome | foot. 


Raymond Massey in from Broad- 





Pas | way. 

German films flooding local show-| Charles Bickford bought a gold 
cases, mine. P 

Jean Harlow films still knocking — Fessier vacationing at June 
about. | <ee. ‘ 

All but three Rome legit theatres| Ed Manson recovering from heat 
closed tor summer. | attack. 

Venice Opera Co. off for one-week | Harold Hurley on three-month va- 
performance in Berlin. cation. 

Norwegian star Kirsten Heiberg|,, Ruth Mack on siesta at Lake 
making film at Cinecitta. Tahoe, 
| Chester Hale Girls held over at . cargo Sherman back from Man- 
Venice Casino until Sept. 20. | aaa 
| Ben Miggins 20th-Fox European | Jack Skirball returned from Man- 
: | hattan. 


manager, in for a short visit. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., arrived 
in Genoa enroute to Marseilles. | 
The Quirnetetia, only showcase for irtciot 
| foreign films, closed for the summer. | @72¢€mia. , 
| Vezio Orazi. director of film sec- | ae Wheelwright laid up with 
, . = tone } 
tion of Popular Culture Ministry, off | ‘005/1Us, eee 
ree ill J | Gabe Yorke vacationing from Will 
Helen Brown, until recently VARIETY a — ; -e 
correspondent in Rome, off to live in’ y pa aoe — annual tour of Coast 
Washington, D. C. ee No nag ol er t d a 0: : 
Annabella, Tyrone Power, Cary | Helen H: a ossed a party for 
Grant and Phyliis Brooks riding the | = sonres. 
gondolas in Venice | Henry Pringle in town for mag 
5 ” ° , 6 “+ 
Series of modern plays being yarn material. vee ee ; : 
given in ancient Roman theatre of | Lew Sherrell associate in Mitchell 
| Fiesole, near Florence. | ee eee. back from New E 
| Mathea Merryfield, American danc- ™m - oe" 


er, and Keity Mara, with her chim- eB P. a. tour. 


Louis King adopted a two-year- 
, old boy. 


Bartlett McCormick planed in 
from Broadway. 

Ted Osborne recuperating 
major operation. 

Frank Lloyd returned to work 
after siege of flu. 

Jacqueline Wells to Wisconsin for 
strawhat season. 

Frank Seltzer 
minor operation, 

Murphy McHenry moved into his 


| panzee act, at the Venice Lido. 
| Venice opera house, La Fenice, | 
' opened for two performances of Gio- | 
vachino Forzano’s play, ‘Cesare.’ | 
Dorothy Kirsten, Grace Moore pro- 
tege, combining suntanning with mu- | 
sic lessons under Adolfo Pescia at | 
Capri. | 
Viviane Romance here from Paris | 
to make a film based on a Benoit | 
fhe Pe Scalera. Marcel L’Herbier new Valley home. 
Rosina Lawrence slated for lead in | Rouben Mamoulian readying for 
new Italian film, playing op osite | Broadway vacash. 
comedy stars <A fo and Fasine Bob Armbruster moved into his 
i lh ca ne new canyon home. | ; 
| John Howard leaving for South 
a American vacation. 
Stroudsburg Pa Helen Ainsworth joined Mitchell 
’ . Hamilberg agency. 
Bv John J. Bartholomew Johnny Mack Brown new tennis 
; cei s champ at Universal. 
Adele Rowland at Pocono Haven. J. Darsie Lloyd back to work after 
Norman Powell at Hawthorne Inn. eight months’ illness. 
Buck Hill Players next offering George Schaefer arrived to take 
‘Bride the Sun Shines On.’ charge of RKO studio. 
Sherman added Mutual circuit Jetty Grable filed suit for divorce 
shows Monday (31). First in months. | against Jackie Coogan. 
Miners Model Expositions playing Warner Club holds annual outing 
American Legion Carnival all this at Catalina Aug. 12-13. 
week. Frank Fay looking for ioca] spot 
Queena Mario brings her ‘Scenes | to stage his vaude show. 
From Opera’ to auditorium of The George Jackson Byrnes in from 
Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Aug. 4-5. Manhattan to ogle studios. 


from 


recovering from 


Larry Shay and Freddy Sabas Lee Bowman bought an interest 
collabing on ‘Have a Cigar—It’s a, in a New Hampshire strawhat. 
Boy’ at David Guion’s nearby farm Abe Lastfogel back from Casa 


The Carmen has Broadway Rock-; Manana opening at Fort Worth. 
ettes, Three Lucky Boys and Jane Ena Gregory Nolan was granted a 
Lee, with Johnny Altieri’s band con-. divorce from Dr. Frank G. Nolan 
tinuing. Harold Lloyd on Southern Cali- 

Billy Busweli’s Hammond organ fornia Olympic Games committec 
combines with Ernie Mitchell’s and Henry Taylor hooked up with 
Jack MacDonough’s twin pianos at Lichtig & Englander as an associate. 
| Penn-Stroud Kenneth Whitmore and Harry Nie- 

Doris Jenkins, whose mother runs, meyer vacationing in British Colum- 
Reeders hotel, has part in Booth bia. 

Tarkington’s new play, ‘Karabash,’ Raymond B. Murray in from 
at Kennebunkport Last Broadway | Washington to gander studios for 
appearance was in ‘Fabulous In- | Uncle Sam 
valid.’ Sigrid Gurie and Dr. Laurence 
eae Christian Spangard announced their 
intention to wed Aug, 6 
Earleane Heath 








= Garrett was 
aad / - 
Saratoga Bam | avwarded'$150 weekly temporary sli- 
mony in her divorce suit against Otis 
E. Garrett. 
‘Continued from page 1) 
Mi li 
a ee, inneapolis 
socialite warbler Iniv other act is 
The Nelsons, while Ted Straeter’s By Les Rees 
orch and Vincent Bragale’s band are 
fiirnis ao the wcic ~<] , ’ 
furnishing the musi Bill Watmough off to New York 
’ “ VY *4 4 ? e +} + ’ a - z, 
] t Sti € { i au ( iL) Goodman ‘Wonder S} eason's 
f¢ ee i ( fied Sx 02a first carnival. here for week 
date salah ee ees Harold B,. Johnsor Universal 
1? ‘ y } ‘ wu re " ’ r! 
be cine ¢ il gambling were pranch manage r, to Chicago on 
pe ed. This resulted most of business. 
the cafe 1) ociating t! nse ¢ Susannah Foster. 14-vear-old local- 
n tne Ca 10S building eparate ite gned for Paramount's Victor 
¢ ance f< the gambling room Herbert.’ 
B apparently othe tec calities Leo B. Salkin. of the William Mor- 
have arisen to stymie the games of ris office, booking the Minnesota 


theatre, in from Chicago. 

Ernie Holst’s orch is playing at 3i11 Sussman, 20th-Fox salesman 
Arrowhead Inn. Saratoga Lake. recovering from severe Injuries Sus- 
Mary Jane Waish, musical comedy tained in head-on auto collision, 
Mary —— : “| Nickey Goldhammer, _ recently 
singer and Paul and Eva Reyes, promoted to RKO district manager, 
dancers, are also on the bill. made his first swing around the dis- 

Carlton James’ orch and Three trict. 
Senators, singers and instrumental- Gene Meredith, of Warners, driv- 
ists. are at Newman's Lake House. ing to the Coast with Sheldon Beise, 

Buddy La Combe’s orch, with a @ssistant Minnesota football coach. 
floor show including Bert Gilbert. and the Wives. ; 

‘ ‘ W. A. Steffes offering to wager 

m.c., Alyce Cerf, acrobat; Helena, ;_5 thet Joe Louls won't retain 
lancer: Ruth Wayne, singer: Barbara eh ES ag a 3 a 
cancer; Kuth yne, singer, t a heavyweight championship through 
MacDonald, soubret, and a line of 16, next two fights. 
with production by Noel Sherman | -aramount Northwest circuit 
and Billy Arnold, are at Matty called off scheduled Breezy Point, 
Dunn’s Meadowbrook. Harry Mi-!}Minn., convention and will hold dis- 
chelson is director of talent. Spot | trict meetings throughout territory 
features 2 ‘milkman’s matinee’ at 3 , instead. 
am | Leo Murray, Lyceum manager, to 
gre New York for additional legit road- 
show bookings, augmenting ‘I Mar- 
riéd an Angel,’ “Tobacco Roec’ 
i*Outward Bound,’ already ii 


chance, 


Al Jahns’ orch, with Bill Cope, ac- 
cordionist, and Dr, Svdney Ross, ma- 
gician, are at Riley's Lake House. 


Gloria Brewster recovering from ~ 


nore weiss 
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Bills Next Week 





(Continued from page 48) 


Clover Club 
Jing Brynd Ore 
(ab Horvath 
Faye Roberts 
Mary Kaye 
(leo & Ruth 
2 Coeds 


Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 


Club Madrid 
Cookie Harding Or 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Edna Enrico 
Dorothy Maye 
Club Milwaukean 
Oito Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 


Club Terris 


Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Kroadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Fadva Kubikoft 
Louis Streeter 

Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 

Mamie’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Billy Baer Ore 
Roy Bast 
Virg Hoffman 

Kar! Ratsch’s 
Bepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 

larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 
Lindy’s 
Gray 
Hoff 


Betty 
Marty 
Victor 


Log Cabin 
Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 
tolando & V'detta 
Yvonne Kerr 
Helen Everett 
6 Brucettes 
Avis Kent 
Joe Rio 
tay Martell 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Modernistic 
Blue Barron Ore 
Captain Gregg 
Len Esche 
Maureen Rosay 
Steve Swedis Ore 
Oasis 
Fert Bailey Ore 
Bnooks Hartman 
Old Hetdelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nia De Vere 
Peggy Hall 
St Clair & Durand 
Nonie Morrison 
Iouis Streeter 
Bobbie Kae 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Ore 
Keuny Kay 


Carl 


Bill Davidson 


Plankinton House 
(Red Room) 
Mariow Sis 


Piantation Club 


Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 

3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Orc 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 

La Nore Sis 

Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Parr 


Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 


Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 

Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler’s 
George Wald Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


706 Club 

Al Harris Ore 

Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 

L Armstrong Ore 

I. Duchow Ore 

Red Ravin Orc 

Ray Wick 

Irene Griggs 

Claude Parmenter 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Caridens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lene 
sean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoft 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie App!e 
Tic Top Tap 


Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 

Billy Gray 

Jerry Bergen 
Galente & Leon'’da 
Nina Varela 
Virginia Gibson 
Bobby Garth 
Gene & Connie 
Chet Boswell 


Town and Country 
Club 
Tinney Liveng'’d Ore 

Larry Powell 
Irene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
tags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
June Cole 
Kay Carroll 
Toy’s 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 


Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 


Zunker Gardens 





Little Ray 


Lyle Stann Orc 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Ore 


Balconades 
Varsity Club Ore 


BUI Green's 


Benny Burton Ore 
Ida Iola 
Lill Birken 

Crest 
Jimmy Smith Ore 
Eddie Jones 
June Gardner 
Jack todgers 


Carnevale Puppets 
Club Carlisle 

Red Mitchell Oro 
Club Carlton 

Neil Brant 

Di Carmo 

Nita Norman 


Cork and Bottle 


Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Mike Peyton 
Bertha Muller 
Hazel Calloway 
El Congo 
King Bass Ore 
Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Buddy Mack 
The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 
George Baurer Orc 
Ray Saunders 

Sally Paimer 
Sherry Lane 

Mary Lou Savage 
Carol Crane 


Hotel Henry 
Dale Harkness Ore 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 

Bon Aire 3 
Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hiotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al Dilt.ernia 
Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nyiander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 
Kennywood 
Aerial Ballet 
Ben Young Ore 
Ginny Braynard 
3 Youngsters 
Monterey 
Springer Ore 
New Penn 
Husk O'Hare Ore 
Marty Miller 
Thompson Sis 
3 Hot Spots 
Raymond & Arden 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Chick & Lee 
Zang & Todd 
Maurine & Norva 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 


5 Rhythmantiacs 
Alice Brooks 


Billy 





Boogy-Woogy 


Jack Lewis 
Zip Klein 
Reggie Dvorak 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Harry Nossokoft 
I’ines 
M Spitalny Ore 
Billy Sherman 
Faye Parker 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Lynn & Mason 
Dewey Moon 
Mimi Chevalier 
Chiequita 
Jack Smith 
Riviera 
Earl Mellen Oro 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Verne & Arlene 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 

Mae Myers 
Dawn & Darrow 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Doris 


Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Sloe 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Deane & Thomas 
Doroihey Wayne 


Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Country Club 
Charlie Brown Ore 
Slim Thomas 

5 Aces of Rhythm 
Arn Baker 
Dorothea Adams 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Bloomfield & G 
Streamlined Sue 
Duke & Prince 
Dick Montgomery 
Helen Wiles 

Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 


Art West 
Leon's line 


College Inna 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 


Freddie's Cafe 


Tony Emma Ore 
Morgan Sis 
Eadie Rollins 
Dolly Dallene 
Personality Gals 
Eddie Barnes 


Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Orc 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Loehman 
Lola Walker 
Harry Meyers 


Book-Cadillac Hote} 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 
Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard’ 
Marty Souther 
E A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 
Billy Morell 
Jim Stevenson 


Ore 


Eastwood Gardens 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Clark Dennis 
Joan Edwards 


Jefferson Beach 


Gene 





Beecher Orc 
Lorraine Ellhott 

- Club Lido 
Carroll & Gorman 
Chiquita 
Bennett 5 
Ralph Fisher Ore 

Nebiolo's 

Yevo & Doro 
Freddie Maher 
Di Giovagni 
Monty Wsong 
Ray Carlin Ore 





Northwood Inn 
Rita & E 
Gregory & 
} Marie 
| George 


Oehman 
Raym'd 
Kuhlman 
Smith Ore 
Oasis 
T.eonard 
Bertie 


Seel 


Ore 
Herron 


Babettes 


Eric Correa Ore 
Vernon & Vanoff 
Dorothy Wood 
blo & Gloria Hart 


Frances Faye 
Carroll Sis 
Frances Shirley 
Jeanne Goodner 
Bill Brady 


Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Ben Traccy 
Frances Leslie 
Sonny & S Dahl 
Andrews Sis 
Eddy Bradd Ore 
Chez Paree 
Gypsy Nina 
Georgette 
Buddy Bryant 
Clicquot Club 
Alice Fields 
George Scotti 
Edythe Fields 
Mike Keeley 
C Roberts Ore 
Joe Camoratta 
Bobby Wargo 
Club Nomad 
Sally Keith 
Dave Fox 

















| 


Bath and Turf Club | 





Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Billy Rizzo 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 
West View 
Crawford 
Crawford 


Ore 


Jack 
Harry 
Carl Miller 
Cub Higgins 
Sam T. Reed 
Ritchey Circus 
Willows 
Red Nichols 
Bill Darnell 
Johnny Dufty 


Ore 


Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Hatton’s Club 
Fred Heikell 
Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay Kristman 
Mary Jane 
Hote! Allerton 
Sondra & Steele 
Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Bave Sherman 
Joe Rose 
Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Margie Knapp 
Haskell 
Pierce & Roland 
Judy Janis 
Romany Three 
Jack & Eddie’s 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vice Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pear! De Luca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott's Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 
Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 
Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Una Cooper 
Deane Denise 
Lee Dixon 
Tom Balline (3) 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Orc 
Don haye 
Stanley Club 
Karyl 
Sonny 


Norman 

Brooks Ore 

Billy Bodeway 

Eileen Castle 
Ubangi Club 

Tommy Barnes Orc 

Hertel Collins 

Ethel Avery 

Rose Morgana 

Sonny Carr 


DETROIT 


Peggy Fenn 
William Maloncy 
Helen Gray 
Edward Fowler 
Milt Arnsman 
Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Armand & 
Arlene 
Allen & 
Val tddy 
Eddie Rogers Ore 


Juliana 
Whitney 
Parker 


Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


Redford lan - 
Don Miller 
Saks 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Mayo 
Setty Robin 


Don Juan Rodrico 0 | 


San Diego 
Evereit & 
Joanne 
Earl 
Val Setz 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 

Statler Hotel 

(Terrace Room) 
Frank 
Bob 


Manon 
Bauer 
Beaudnrie 


Gagen Orc 
Allen 

Walled Lake Casino 
McFarland 2 
Westwood Gardens 
Sammy Kay 


e Orc 


ATLANTIC CITY 


500 Club 
Mildred 
White & 
Lois 
Gene 


Fenton 
Manning 
Harper 
Marvey 
Rodrigo & 
Sammy Watkins O 
Harlem Club 
Larry Steele 
Detroit Red 
Myra Johnson 
Lois Deppe 
Billy Nightingale 
H Penn & Pennettes 
Hotel Traymore 
sil] Madden Ore 
Lumberton’s 
Pooshee Pooshee 
Le Hola 
Nick Nickerson 


Paddock Intern’t!l | 


Zorita 
Johnny Elliott 
Marie Kirby 
Billie Harris 
Ff Farmery Ore 
Carr & Cole 
Paradise Club 
Charlie Johnson Or 
6 Lindy Hoppers 
Vila Mae Low 
Willie Jackson 
Bill Bailey 
Edward Sis 


| 


| 


t Word viewer 


‘Franc’e | 


Lola King 


Renault Tavern 
(Frank Palumbo's) 


Lee Bartel 


Kaloaha 

Lethia Hall 
Bobby Gaston 
Raymond & Ford 


Henry Wetzel Deno & Lee 
Margaret Watkins 6 Yvonettes 
Billy Griffin 


Toppers 

Pops & LeRoy 
Meank Hah 

Jon Arthur Ore 
Kitz Merry Go Rd 


Kitty Murray 
eq” fey re ‘ 


President Hotel 
Ore 


Rooney & Timberg Nat Brandwynne ©) 
Theodore & Den'ha Dale Sherman 
Elsa Harris Al Shelleday 
MINNEAPOLIS and ST. PAUL 
Anglesey Madelyn Nelson 
Eddie LaRue B (5) Lounge Pierre 
Penny Pepper Al Hahn Ore (7) 
tower Marigold 
‘ , : - od Boyd Atkins’ Ore 
Red And son O (3) Bob Owen Orc 
Lillian Goodhue LeRoy Ellicks'n Or 


Frankie Wycke 


Joe Page Minnesota Terrace 


Yvonne Bradley Pat Kennedy O (138) 
Wally Thompson Paul Rosini 
Coronado Don Julian & 
; . Princess 
Dick Treso Bd (6) A stervay Dan (2) 
Maxine Demars ‘ 
Curly'’s President 


; Al Wethe Orc 
Kenney Spears 
Sheldon Gray 
Bennett & Crawf'd 


Osear Bellman Ore 
Stone, Allen & S 
Ruby Bae 





Jimmy Hegg 
Sterling Robson St. Paul Hotel | 
Lucille Ward Stanley Love U (12) 
Billy Whitehouse Bobby Innis , 
. Terrace Cafe 

, Curtis Jay Mills Ore (12) 
Dick Long Ore (8) Neon slaine 
Bonny Verner Stuart Fraser 

Excelsior Park Vivian & Lee 
Joe Billo’s Orc Mills Glee Club (6) 
Oscar Babcock Town & Country 
Smith's Div Ponies ‘lu 


Happy Hour | Hy Ackerman Ore 
Gordie Bowen O (6) | Dave Ackerman 
Wanda Robertson Craig Buie 


SYRACUSE 


Club Candee 
Leon Royky Ore 
Texas Peegy 
Peaches Norman 

Club Irving 
Obie Johnson Ore 
Dina Martin 
Chansonettes 


Prison Inn 
Pete Kite Ore 

Richardson's 
Cass Sanders Ore 
Ita Armitage 
Mario Darin 

Smith's Pier 
Tommy Blanton Or 


Maxine Wright 
Priscilla Davis 


MARRIAGES 


Peggy Singer to Don McGovern, 
in Pittsburgh, July 29. He’s with 
Bernie Cummins orchestra. 

Lois Dittmar to Dominick Mun- 
sello, in Pittsburgh, July 24. He’s a 
Burgettstown, Pa., exhibitor. 

Colly Caputo to Vincent DeSensi, 
in Pittsburgh, July 26. He’s with 
Eddie Weitz orchestra. 

Rose Stradner to Joseph Man- 
kiewicz July 28 in New York. Bride 
is actress; he a Metro film producer. 

Eleanor Rudolph to Aaron Rosen- 
berg, in Hollywood, July 27. Groom 
is assistant director at 20th-Fox; she 
is ex-Mrs, Jerry Wald, WB scripter. 

Marjorie Reed to Harry Lindgren, 
in Santa Barbara, July 25. He's 
sound director at Paramount. 

Hortense Margolies to Charles 
Levin, in Yuma, Ariz., July 22. He’s 
assistant director at Metro. 

Madge Evans to Sidney Kingsley, 
at York Harbor, Me., July 25. She’s 
stage and film player; he’s the play- 
wright, 

Aloha Wray to Frankie Darro, in 
Los Angeles, July 29. 


players. 


(Rainbow Room) 
3 scamps 





in Los Angeles, July 30. He’s in pub- 








son, in New York, July 25. 
band leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saul Perilman, son, 
= Pittsburgh, July 16. He’s with 
Monogram exchange in Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. 


He’s the 





William Wyler, 
|daughter, in Hollywood, July 25. 
Father is film director; she’s Mar- 
garet Tallichnet, actress. 

} Mr. and Mrs. Corwin Ridell, 
daughter, July 13, in San Antonio. 
| Father is WOAI news editor and 
| newscaster. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Entratter, 
daughter, July 28, in New 
He’s one of the maitres at Stork 
Club. N. Y. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Novis, 
daughter, in Hollywood, July 26. 
Father is a screen and radio singer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Richard 
Lang, son, in Hollywood, July 27. 
Mother, formerly Madalyne Fields 


(‘Fieldsie’), was secretary to Carole 
Lombard. Father is a director at 
20th-Fox, 


July 26. Father is screen writer. 


ter, in Philadelphia, July 21. 
is violinist on the staff band at 
WPEN, Philly. 


Father 


Inquirer. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Meiklejohn, 
son, in Los Angeles, July 29. Father 
| is head of film department at Music 
|Corp. of America’s Coast office. 





Johnny & J Horn State Fair 
Hotel Onondaga Agatha Greely Ore | 
(Starlight Roof) Suburban Park 

Herb Gordon Ore Phil Napoleon Ore 

Royal Jesters B Calloway (3) 

Bonnie Blue Three Rivers 
Hotel Syracuse Irene Loftus Ore 
(Walnut Grill) Tewn Club 

Swinesters Ore Hayw'ds Swing Bd 

Nancy Wayne Eliot & WDufrae 


Both are film | 


Marion Markham to Edward Mills, | 


licity department at Paramount 
studio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Cummins, | 


York. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton Mac- | 
Fadden, daughter, in Hollywood, 


Mr. and Mrs. Efrem Birch, daugh- | 
Father | 


Mr, and Mrs. Walter Annenberg, | 
daughter, in Philadelphia, July 20. | 
is son of publisher M. L. | 
Annenberg and v.p. of the Philly | 


3 


OBITUARIES 
| 


BERYL MERCER 


Beryl Mercer, 57, actress of stage L. IL, home Sunday night (31). 


, and jugglers, died in his Freeport, 
For 


| and screen, died July 28 in a Santa’ more than 400 years members of 


| Monica, Cal., hospital. 


She had been | his family have appeared as acro.- 


in a critical condition for several, bats and jugglers in vaude and cir. 


weeks following a major operation. 


Miss Mercer was born in Spain in 


1882. 


She attended Guernsey Col- | Werner-Amaros 


| cuses, 
Amaros for years toured with the 
troupe, and had 


lege, and as a child played roles in | also appeared in vaude with an act 


Drury Lane dramas in London. 


| In New York she appeared in The- 


'atre Guild productions and in 1929 


|began her long 


ing in ‘Mother’s Boy’ 


‘ and distinguished | 
Wahtetka | film career, her first picture role be- | ; 
for Pathe. known musical 


| known as Amaros and Jeanette. 

Surviving are four sisters, 

SIR DANIEL GODFREY 
Daniel Godfrey, 71, wel] 

director, died in 


Sir 


Thereafter she played in ‘Three Live Bournemouth, England, July 20. He 
Ghosts,’ ‘Seven Days’ Leave,’ ‘In Gay | established a symphony orchestra in 


| Front,’ ‘Dumbells in Ermine,’ ‘Com- 


mon Clay,’ 


|‘Outward Bound,’ ‘Sky Spider,’ ‘Mid- 


night Morals,’ ‘Cavalcade, 
|Square,” ‘Her Splendid 


‘Berkeley 


Folly,’ | 2,000 symphony concerts. 


Madrid,’ ‘All Quiet on the Western | Bournemouth, which later became 


/known as the Municipal Orchestra, 


‘The Matrimonial Bed,’ , and was for 41 years its leader, 


He was knighted in 1922 and re- 
tired in 1934 after having conducted 
Survived 


‘Broken Dreams,’ ‘Blind Adventure,’ | by his second wife. 


‘Supernatural,’ 
‘The 


‘Hitch Hike Lady,’ ‘Three Live 
Ghosts,’ ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ ‘Call 
It a Day’ and ‘Night Must Fall.’ 

and for 


sympathetic mother roles, 





In Sad and Loving Memory 
Of Our Darling Husband and Father 


NAT LeROY 


Who Departed August 2, 1938 


No one knows the heartache, 

Only those who love can tell, 
The grief we bear in silence 
For the ons we loved se well. 


MINNIE and DOLLY LeROY 


years was consistently cast in such | 


‘Change of Heart,’ | 
Little Minister,’ ‘Jane Eyre,’ | 
‘Age of Indiscretion,’ ‘My Marriage,’ | 


She was especially effective in 





| nn 





MORTON SELTEN 

Morton Selten, 79, veteran British 
stage and screen player, died in Lon- 
don July 27. 
| Making his initial stage appear. 
ance at 18, he came to America in 
the '90s where for more than 10 
| years he played with E. H. Sothern 
and was a member of Daniel Froh- 
/man’s company. Following a varied 
| career on Broadway, he returned to 
|England in 1919 and in 1932 went 
| into pictures, 

LONNIE ALLEN 

Lonnie Allen, Negro right watch- 
man and porter along Chicago's film 
row for more than 25 years and well 
| known by film notables, died in Chi- 
cago July 26 of old-age ailments. He 
| had been with Universal for more 
than a quarter of a century. 

He was thought to have been 


parts, to which she gave dignity and | over 70. 


|pathos. In fact, over a long period 
| Miss Mercer became the screen sym- 
bol of respectable motherhood. 


EDDIE CORBETT 
Edward Corbett, over 
| about five weeks ago of cancer, but 
friends were unaware of his pass- 
|ing at the Rockland state hospital, 
im. fe Being eccentric, Corbett 
alienated former associates when he 
was a press agent, advance man 
and sometimes reporter. Although 
in straightened circumstances for an 
extended period, he _ invariably 
would say he was all right. He was 
| addicted to long absences and not 
infrequently took solitary hikes in 
the mountains, 
| Corbett wrote special articles for 
| VarteTy, though not in recent years, 
|also being with the N. Y. Morning 
| Telegraph on cccasional assignments. 
| His first known theatre activity was 
agent for the Academy of Music 
when it was a legit theatre. Burial 
| was by the Actors Fund. 








BERTHA W. REID 
Bertha Westbrook Reid, mother of 
the late Wallace Reid, silent screen 





lark, N. J., Friday 
| lengthy illness. 

| A playwright of note, she teamed 
| with her late husband, James H. 
| Reid, who died 18 years ago, in sev- 
eral of his plays. Most prominent 
of his works were ‘The Night Before 
Christmas’ and ‘Human Hearts.’ 
Mrs. Reid had also scripted for the 
films. 

A sister, Miss Maude C. West- 
brook, with whom she resided for 
the past 12 years in Newark, and a 
Wallace Reic 


v¥ aa’ weil, 


grandson, Jr., of 
Hollywood, survive. 
EDWARD ALLAN 
Edward Allan Macmullen, 42, who 


performed in legit and vaude as Ed- 


ward Allan, died Thursday (27), 
after a two-month illness, at his 
|;home in Jackson Heights, N. Y. 


70, died | 


EDWARD D. PORTER 

Edward D. Porter, 58, stage and 
screen actor, died in Hollywood Sat- 
urday (29). He had been an invalid 
since suffering a stroke a year ago. 

Porter had played many heavy 
roles on Broadway before moving to 
Hollywood 12 years ago. 








J. MONTE VANDERGRIFT 


J. Monte Vandergrift, 46, died 
from heart attack Saturday (29) in 


North Hollywood, Cal. He was a 
stage, screen and radio actor, mem- 
ber of the Lambs in New York and 
Masquers in Hollywood. 
Survived by widow. 
terment in Hollywood. 


Private in- 


Harold Bennett Porter, 43, radio 
actor, committed suicide in Holly- 
wood Sunday (30). Widow survives. 

Previous to radio he had worked 
as cameraman at Columbia and Uni- 
versal studios. 





| 


| 


PAUL F. MORGAN 
Paul F. Morgan, 41, Canton (0O.).- 
radio exec, was killed with his wife 


star, died of a heart attack in New-| and infant son in a fire that gutted 
(28), following @ | their home in Avondale, O., July 26. 


Details in radio section. 


WILLIAM BERUBE 
William Berube, former Broadway 
musical comedy player and vaude- 
villian, died in Fall River, Mass., 
Saturday (29) after a heart attack. 
Widow and sister survive. 





John F. Buck, Sr., 76, stagehand 
since 1884, mostly as stage manager 
of Cincinnati vaudeville theatres, 
died July 27 at a hospital in that city 
after a two-month illness. Survived 
by a son, Joseph, also a Cincinnati 
stagehand. 

Sam A. Albright, 76, musician, died 
in Atlanta last week after a brief ill- 


ness. A clarinetist and saxophon- 


| Dancer and singer had appeared in| ist, Albright had played with bands 
several musicals, including ‘Hit the | and orchestras in Atlanta and other 
Deck,’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ and ‘Rolling | Parts of U. S. Two sisters survive. 


Stones.’ In 


comprised bits from musicals 
which both had played. 


‘a daughter, brother and six sisters, 
RAYMOND BROWN 
Raymond Brown, 64, 
screen actor, died in 
| July 30 after a brief illness. 





Born in 
Champaign, Il, he played on Broad- 
way prior to entering films 10 years 
ago, 

His widow survives. Burial in Hol- 
lywood, 


DOMINIQUE AMAROS 


1928 he teamed with | 
Louise Groody in a vaude act which | 
in | and composer, and for 25 years head 


stage and| the boxoffice staff of 
Los Angeles| theatre, New York, died of a. heart 





Dominique Amaros, 64, who came 


Ralph W. Price, 68, bandmaster 


of music in the Greenfield, O., 


Surviving are his widow, mother, | Schools, died July 23 at his home 


there, Services and burial locally. 
Sebastian Romer, 48, a member of 
the Center 


attack in Merrick, L. I, July 20. 


Mrs. Ella Hall, 77, mother of 
James Norman Hall, co-author of 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ died at her 
home in Colfax, Ia, July 19. 

William Sweazy, 93, for years & 
Barnum & Bailey clown, died July 





|of a long line of European acrobats | 30 in Logan, O. 
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Name Bands for Midway 


——— 











Police Nix WPA Co-Op 
Circus; No Licenses 
The first Federal Theatre Project 


(Continued from page 1) 





the nut in an effort to hypo the 
ado to the midway. Concerts will | 


femininity or dancing is the chief | OO £0 Out Gn AE Own, Me Sires wae 


draw. | that played in the New York area for 
Initial bid to put the midway in | two years, blew its first advertised 


the exposition’s spotlight was made performance at Forest Hills, L. I. | 


last week when a national beauty | Now known as Lowande’s Circus and 


be given between starting times of | contest was set for Sept. 5-9, to get | 


working cooperative, using a number 





midway shows whenever possible to 
eliminate competition. Each band is 


in for a week. 
Names in Afternoon 


Name outfits will be used only in 
the afternoon, smaller semi-name | 
crews coming in for the night ses- | 
sion. Makes it possible for bands | 
such as Dorsey and Lombardo to ap- 
pear and yet not conflict with eve- 
ning engagements already contracted. | 


There has been a drive to slash 
admission prices at midway attrac- 
tions, also with the idea of boosting | 
the b.o. Fair management 
bring pressure to get some shows | 
down to the 25c. or 15c. basis now 
that the main admission has been 
pared. Admish to the grounds after 
9:30 p.m. has also been pared week- 
days to 40c. 

Announced Monday (31) was the 
appointment of Leo Casey as direc- 
tor of public relations, following the 
resignation of Perley Boone, press 
director since the Fair’s formative 
days two years ago. Casey, a vet- 
eran newspaperman, handled public 
relations for Thomas Dewey in his 
campaign for governor of New York 
state. He was named assistant to 
Grover Whalen in charge of press 
relations five weeks ago. 

William C. Gifford, president of 
the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., was elected to the Fair's 
executive committee to take the 
place left vacant by the resignation 


of George McAneny. Latter remains | 


as chairman of board of directors. 
The Fair exec committees have 

ruled against using $1 combination 

book days again. They also ruled 


out any further bargain books for | 


/candidates from 25 cities, with 
|committee of concessionaries, 


| lund, Joe Rogers, Frank Buck, Mike 


in. | of the former WPA acts, someone 


may | that the plagiarism had been decided 


| cluding Billy Rose, Nils T. Gran- | forgot to get the necessary licenses 


and it was necessary to postpone the 
| first matinee and night shows on 
Monday (31). 

Fifteen cops showed up on the For- 
est Hills lot to usher the audience 
outside the tent in the event the 
circus tried to put on a show. Forest 
Hills date was to have been for one 
week, , 


Todd and Lew Dufour sponsoring. 





Historic Appeals 











(Continued from page 4) 





expenses. The reason here was the 
master had erroneously believed | 





Statice Sales 


as not being a deliberate one. i. 
They ok’d the inclusion as an ex- 











| pense of idle time by stars, and said | 


| that the payment to the Motion Pic- 
‘ture Producers & Distributors Asso- 
| ciation by Loew’s could properly be 
| deducted. They disallowed the plain- 
| tiffs’ claim that no item of overhead 
| at all should be allowed, and made 
| an allowance to the defendants for 
| scrapped continuities and never re- 
| leased completed productions. Ap- 
|praisals of overhead were found 
| correct, and they decided that where 
| a theatre 
| 


defendants could not charge the 
| Plaintiffs with that loss. In foreign 
countries, however, the court ruled 
that such a loss was properly de- 
| ductable. Lastly it was decided 
| that the expenses of distribution for 
|; Culver Export Co. should be com- 


| puted by dividing the number of re- 


| 


| leases into the total amount. 
| Legal fees to O’Brien, Driscoll & 
Raftery were reduced from $55,000 


|000 in the Federal court, 


in the U. S. had a loss | 
on the exhibition of the film, the | 


to $33,000. The firm had asked $135,- | 


$3.75, which had been planned about | 


(Continued from page 3) 





ing expiration with the completion 
of the current (1938-39) pictures. 

Peculiarly enough, a number of 
the larger circuits have closed first 
with the smaller companies such as 
Republic, while waiting for the dick- 
ering with the others. This company 
(Rep) has a fine record so far on 
sales, attributable to its product and 
the sales energy of Jimmy Grainger 
who personally has been pushing 
through the buys for his organiza- 
tion. 

A lot of the large chains are pay- 
ing no attention to product contracts 
for ’39-'40 at this time and openly 
declare they are in no hurry, the 
same as last year. 








David, McFaul in On 
Par Product Deals 


| Harry David, head of the Publix- 


They were computed by allowing | Salt Lake theatre division of Para- 

















two weeks ago, but held up tem- 
porarily. 

The exposition management was 
admittedly vastly disappointed by 
the failure of a second $1 ticket 
weekend to click, although 
threatening weather undoubtedly 
was a major factor in the poor biz. 
However, veteran showmen 
counted the weather angle, claiming 
that such bargain stuff had never 
been known to work twice in suc- 
cession with only a few days sep- 
arating them. Vet concessionaires 
also claim that the bargain gag made 
many shows 5c.-10c. affairs. 

1,600 Fired 

The firings on Fiushing Meadows 
apparently are not ended with total 
letout to date estimated at 1,600 to 
2,000. 
Young felt the axe last week when 
11 were let go, including a chief 
engineer and two announcers. Col. 
B. R. Value, director of transporta- 
tion, who has handled labor rela- 
tions for the last two years for mo- 
tion pictures, stagehands, musicians 
and radio, quit last week. Maxwell 
Harvey, director of operations, took 
over the transportation end of his 
activities, with each department left 
to handle its labor situations for the 
time being. 

Business storm clouds continued 
to gather over the midway this week, 


/ $10,000 for preparation for trial and mount, headquartering at Salt Lake 


the | 


dis- | 


The radio staff of John S.| 


| the trial, $5,000 for the first appeal, 
| $15,000 for hearings before the spe- 
| Cial 
| tions. Nothing was allowed for this 
| appeal because the appeal was lost. 


} 


|}Hand, with 
| concurring. 


The case was remanded to the | Nick Natapapolous, 


| Federal court to determine the 20% 
of the net profits on the new basis. 


nounced their intention of appealing 
the decision, but did not know if 


|they could appeal from the circuit | 


|court order or would have to wait 
the new Federal decision. It is be- 
lieved that with nothing to lose, the 
defendants will also appeal to the 
| U. S. Supreme Court. 


U. S. Suit 


(Continued from page 5) 














Government action. This is requir- 
ing time and further increasing the 
cost of the job. Fee alone to Price, 
Waterhouse will be tremendous. 
That, plus the high legal bill that 
will figure, will run the cost to the 
major producer-distributors into the 


rith : eather recently millions. There is no reliable esti- 
r the rainy wea - Gavgy mate available as yet, the length of 
blamed for dearth of biz. Savoy the trial, appeal moves, etc., of the 
(jitterbug dance show) shuttered : 


temporarily Monday because of high 
insurance premium. Cuban Village 
also closed Monday night because it 


future, being largely dependent on 

‘ust how high the nut may run. 
Government is seeking to bring 

trial in November in 


the case to 


190 =e _ he avro] 

was unable to meet the payroll New York. 

Amusement control board and Fair 

management hope to have both ,_,, . x. € 
Sperating again by today (Wed.). Co-op of Mich.’s 90 


Nils T. Granlund closed his recently- | 


Opened restaurant, too, after an 
argument over the type of dish- 
washing machine to be used. ‘1,000 
Years Ago,’ a small attraction, was 


another fatality several days earlier. 
Battle of the Girl Shows 


Battle of the girl shows on the 
midway at the New York World's 
Fair continues as a highlight of the 
amusement area. Only difference is 
that the drapery or lack of it is now 


Houses in Trust Suit 
Detroit, Aug. 1 

trade, Mid- 

Monday (31) 

court 

Theatres of 

90 houses 


Charging restraint of 
west Theatre Co. on 

filed suit in Federal 
against Cooperative 

Michigan which operates 
in Detroit. 
operates the Jake Schreiber chain 


master, and $3,000 for excep- | 


here | 


Midwest group, which | 


here. asks restraining injunction to | 


prevent Co-op from making contracts 
with film distributors which are 


more in keeping with Broadway preferential to its members. 
Siage and night club _ standards. Midwest claims it has suffered 
Though no official announcement $200,000 damages so far. Co-op is a 


has been made, it is a more-or-less 
handsoff attitude that has been as- 
Sumed by the amusement control 
board. Result is a trace of 
Nudity, most of it in good taste. 
This battle for girl show biz i; not 
unlike the battle of ‘villages’ in 
Chicago the second year of its ex- 
Position. There were 14 outright 


Villages at Chi, and the New York 
Fair boasts about the same number 
f girl pitches, in which undraped 





semi- | 


film buying group 


Minsky Stripped 
Miami Beach, Aug. 1. 
Minsky’s burlesque last week was 
banned from city’s list of seasonal 


amusements when its City Council | 


voted not to renew its license for 
next season. 
No 


action, 


reason was given for council’s 


| City, is due in New York the end of 


lthe week to huddle with Barney 
Balaban, Leon Netter, Paul Phillips 
| and others on theatre matters and to 
contact on film buys. He comes East 


The opinion was 22 pages in length,| on very rare occasions. 
|and was written by Judge Learned | 


| terday from Buffalo, and 
Altoona, 
| partner of Par, arrived in the h. o. 


Monday (31). Tracy Barham, Ohio- 


(Tues.) 


came in on this date. 
| Up in Maine this week to see his 
boys who are in camp there, John 
J. Friedl, northwestern operator for 
Par, will return to N. Y. toward the 
end of the week to wind up business 
he has at this point and then leave 
for Minneapolis. 

UA’s Aussie Deals 

Arthur W. Kelly, in charge of 
United Artists foreign 
last week set deal for the entire 
| UA lineup for "39-40 to play the 
| Amalgamated Theatres Circuit of 80 
houses in Auckland, New Zealand. 
Michael Moodabe, managing direc- 
tor and joint owner of Amalgamated, 
signed the contract with Kelly. 

Charles Munro, managing director 
of Hoyt Theatres of Australia, last 
week closed a deal with United Ar- 
tists for another five years’ franchise, 
starting Jan. 1, 1940. Current ar- 
rangements for UA product expires 
Dec. 31. 

Joseph Burstyn, of Mayer & Bur- 
styn, to distribute six new French 
pictures in the U. S. starting this 
fall, among them ‘Louise’ with Grace 
a Zola story, ‘Miracle of 


One of the most important prod- 
uct deals ever closed by Republic is 


for the entire 1939-40 program in all] 
Interstate circuit houses. Deal nego- 
tiated by Jimmy Grainger, with Bob 
O'Donnell acting for Interstate. 


Okla. Indies Urged 


distribution, | 


To Stall New Buying, 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 1. 

Independent exhibitors of the state 
are being urged by Allied Theatre 
Owners of Oklahoma not to sign any 
product contracts until September, 
the association promising ‘important 
measures are expected to be brought 
about by that time.’ No idea of what 
measures referred te is given. 

Bulletin also urges thanking sena- 
tors for voting yes on Neely bill 
and urging house members to follow 


suit. 


San Francisco Expo Seen Falling | 
6,000,000 Short of Expected Mobs 


i: 





FOR AUSSIE; SETS ACTS 


Philip Wirth, Jr., wed recently to 
Josephine Dibrell, of Dallas, com- 
pletes his first visit to New York this 
week. After a tour of the south the 
young showman and his bride sail 
Sept. 12 for Australia, where he 
manages the Wirth Bros. circus, 
which has been operating 61 years 
on a 52-week basis and has never 
layed off except for traveling. 

Wirth has arranged for 





under contract include the Six An- 
| taleks, a perch turn and Slim 
Walker, elephant trainer. 
also purchased seven Canadian baby 
bears. 





Sask. Harvest Draws 
Plenty Outdoor Shows 


Regina, Sask., Aug. 1. 

First indications of a fair crop for 
first time in 10 years is bringing 
plenty of outdoor shows into the 
province this year. 

Currently around are the Royal 
American Shows, the Goodman Won- 
der Shows, E, J. Casey’s all-Canadian 
shows, Wallace Bros., Ernie Young’s 
entertainers, Baddeley Bros. circus 
and the Ringling circus. 





Circus Review 














HAM ’N’ EGGS CIRCUS. 


Pomona, Cal., July 29. 
Former Metrillo Bros. circus, Coast 
venture organized this spring by W. 
|M. Matlock 


| defunct Al G. Barnes and Hagen- 


beck-Wallace combos, debuted here | 
| today (Saturday) under a new label, | 


|the Ham ’n’ Egg circus, presented un- 
| der sponsorship of the California Life 


; | Payments Assn., better known as the | 
Vincent McFaul, deep in product | ‘Ham ’n’ Eggers.’ To call the outfit 
Patterson and Chase! deals now, reached New York yes- | unique is putting it mildly. 


Preserving most of the circus tra- 


| plan wholly unlike anything before 
jattempted in the outdoor show world. 
Pared to the bone, for small-town 


O'Brien, Driscoll & Raftery an-| Kentucky operator for Par, als0| exhibition only, Matlock and Chica- 


| rello have reduced their daily nut to 


}around $400. Deal with ‘Ham ’n’ 


Eggers’ provides for a 50-50 split after | 


nut has been reached. Large portion 
| of the main entertainment is given 
over to an ‘act’ boosting the $30-per- 
week-for-everybody-over-50 plan of 
| the association. 

Heavy turnouts are 
| sured because of the great interest in 
the ‘Ham ’n’ Eggs’ plan throughout 


WIRTH, BRIDE TO SAIL 


several | 
acts to join the Big Top there. Those 


He has | 


and Frank Chicarello, | 
and comprising remnants of the now | 


Pa. | ditions, this combo is operated on a} 


virtually as- | 





San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
Ithough attendance at the Golden 
Gate International Exposition hag 
| picked up considerably of late, it's 
now generally conceded that it will 
fall far short of the 18,000,000 orige 
inally anticipated. The several lean 
months during the hectic spell which 
followed the opening were too much 
of a drag and it now looks as though 
| the final gate figure, when the expo 


| shutters Dec. 2, will be in the nabe 
of 12,000,000. 


Total attendance up to Saturday 
(29) was 5,755,968. General Motors 
Day the previous Saturday attracted 
76,009 cash customers, the biggest 
Saturday since the expo opened. The 
5,722,159 persons who paid their way 
into the Fair up to Friday (28) spent 
| $7,923,207 on Treasure Island. Of this 
$5,332,839 went to concessionaires 
and $1,592,392 constituted admissions 

to the grounds, ‘Cavalcade of Golden 
| West’ has taken in $278,942. Of the 

760,208 who came to the grounds by 
| automobile, 43,201 were from out of 
| the state, 

During June San Francisco biz in- 
creased $40,000,000 over last year, 
according to figures released by the 
| Twelfth Federal Reserve Bank in 
| Frisco, 


Local hotels have reported an in- 
crease of 40% this year over last, 
| with retail store business up 4.2¢%. 
Other increases include restaurants, 





6.8%; railroad business to the bay 
area, 25%; airlines, 40° bus lines, 
20°; ocean carriers, 20%: air ex- 


press, 25%; auto tourist traffic over 
northern routes, 53°: central routes, 
24%, and southern routes, 26%. 
During last month there were 92 
conventions here compared to none 
for 1938. Expo biz has increased the 
receipts of the city-owned street cars 
around $1,000 a day. 

Walter K. Sibley, of the Headless 
Girl show, has been appointed busi- 
|néss manager for the concession- 
aires. He will be paid a salary. Con- 
| cessionaires have convinced the 
State Legislature that they should be 
exempt from the personal property 
| tax levied against them. Expo has a 
new chairman of the concessions and 
amusement committee in N. L. 
McLaren, of Berkeley, who has re- 
placed the late Milton Esberg. 

Sally Rand is still said to be dick- 
ering with the Expo on a deal to re- 
open Greenwich Village. Miss Rand 
would be 


! 


} 
| 
| 


interested in turning the 
spot into a ‘Streets of Paris’ show 
built around herself. Hindu Rope 


| Trick, in which Ned Sparks is ree 
ported to have had a financial inter- 


California, where a special election , . 
ali ; lé est, has closed, leaving a dark hole 
will be held in November for pos- = ' : 3 rk hole 
1] pe . , In a valuable pot on the midway 
Sible passage of the life payments ; ‘a ; 
plan. Tariffed at 30c, and kids at a Although American Federation of 
dime a throw, admission is within} Actors warned members of the cast 
reach of practically everybody, and) of ‘Cavalcade’ that they would be 
‘Ham ’n Eggers want large turnouts | fired if they joined the newly or- 
< ‘ ,eir . a0: 1. nav he 7 ‘ My 
so — Bs IY Se ae — be ganized American Guild of Variety 
widely disseminated. so yY ap- . : : - 
y »Y aP-| Artists, the entire cast is said to have 


pearing under the new label, lots are 
provided gratis and the customary 
local licenses are mostly waived. 
Sideshows have been eliminated, 
but outfit carries a small menage, 
made up of one elephant, one camel 
and numerous trained ponies and 
dogs. Big top is a regulation four- 
pole affair, equipped with three rings 
and all the trimmings. In addition to 
running the owners Matlock 
and Chicarello double inside. 


acting as 
aCling as 


show, 


former | 
equestrian director and be- 


signed with AGVA. According to re- 
ports, AFA is now talking 
| pulling out some of the big name 
shows currently booked into the new 
Music Hall. 


about 


| 


| 


Barnett Circus’ ‘Human 
Pin Cushion’ Stoned To 


ing part of the Five Matlocks, tight- 
wire performers Chicarello doe eath by Hoodlums 
whip-cracking and_ knife-throwing | 
act, assisted by Jeanne Rahming and | . - 
Mason Avalon, St. Lou 
Other acts include Ruth Conrad Eight Negro youths are heid for 
and Martha Oliva, aerialists: Capt. nquiry while cops are trying t e 
rT: 4 ‘ . '- = 
William Dedrick’s educated ponte tablish the identity of a man be 
Joe Perez, iron-jaw act: The Great] }; , : ao 
uv I . ro! V a n 7 at} lieved to be W. A Re ce e “ 
Calvert, contortionist: Beatrice Bee- ’ eese, 30, a 


son and Florence Knight, aerial lad- 
ders: leaping greyhounds, trained by 
Al White: troune of performing dogs, 


‘human pin cushion’ employed by the 
3arnett Bros. circus, who was stoned 
to death last week in a rock-fight. 


trained by Capt. Dedrick; riding | Beese and several other employees 
dogs: Senor Alexandre, wire act:;| of the circus had chased a group of 
Bertha Matlock. fiying trapeze; Bab-| Negroes away from the circus 
ette Thomasen, aerialist; Martin! grounds. in midtown, after the 
Owens, upside-down loop walker; 


the Acevedo Family, jugglers: 
Ball and Beldwin, comedy acrobats: 
Jumbo, performing elephant, and 
several clowns. 

Outfit is transported by truck, with 
most of circus people living in house 
cars on the lot. Arthur Windecker, 


' well known in these parts because of 


his operation of big-outfit sideshows, 
is general agent. Seven-piece band 


, is headed by Charles Post. 


Attacked are trade papers for) 
printing stories about the alleged 
dissension within the state groups 


ranks over the national 


group. 


p< licies of 


Opening stand here was profitable. 
So much so that experiment will be 
continued for at least another two 
weeks, with more time up the coast- 
line towards northern California 
possible, Edwa, 


Rice, | 


youths had stoned circus equipment 
and had created a general disturb- 


| ance, 


| 
| 


| circus, 


In the ensuing chase a rock battle 
be gan and Beese was felled by a half 
brick which caused a basal skull 
fracture. He was dead when found 
by cops. Beese, who joined the cir- 


| cus at Springfield, Ill., several days 


before his death, told fellow workers 
he had previously been employed as 
a ‘human pin cushion’ with another 
He had _ several buttons 

his chest and left wrist. 
body is at City Morgue 
awaiting a claimant. 


sewed to 
Beese’s 


anew omar EE iota REE 
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INTERNATIONAL RECORDS! 

















Currently 


LONDON PALLADIUM 


Original two-week engagement (June 12) ex- 
tended until August 12. Concluding because of 
previous commitment to star in the new revue 
at the 


LONDON CASINO 


OPENING AUGUST 15 
& 


Doubled at TROCADERO 
and Berkeley Hotel 








HANNEN SWAFFER 
“LONDON DAILY HERALD” 
July 20, 1939 


“One of the year’s surprises is ‘Band Waggon,’ put into 
the Palladium in the absence of the ‘Crazy Show’ and 
after vaudeville had failed to draw, it is such a success 
that it will hold over until autumn. Indeed it is making 
over £2000 profit weekly. The success is not the much- 
boomed comedians of the ‘Band Waggon’ broadcasts, but 
Jack Durant.” 





EDWIN SEFTON 
“DAILY SKETCH” 
July 19, 1939 


“For the second time I went to the Palladium last 
night to see ‘Band Waggon,’ the ‘Crazy’ gang will have to 
look forward to their laurels. It will stay there another 
seven weeks and I shall go again and again.” 


JACK DURANT 


And in America... 


' Broke 20-year record at St. Louis’ MUNICIPAL OPERA with "ROBERTA". Broke 
; record at CASA MANANA, New York, where Billy Rose said—'Jack, this is the 


first time in the history of the CASA MANANA that an act has been held over 


from one show to another." 
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